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Welcome to our first newsletter of the year, being about 6 weeks past
the target date, but the good news is the remaining two will be so much
closer ---maybe.

My thanks to those members who have made the time to contribute
news items and articles, and thanks also to kindred Associations who
have sent their newsletters to me, but I would like to see contributions
from members who served in the later years of the Corps just to balance
things a bit.

SOCIAL NEWS

First Friday Drinks

Still at the Saracens Head hotel at 5pm, so make that little extra effort to
attend if in the area, just to say hullo. Bit of a punt sometimes on who
you might find there, with only two for a convivial ale on one occasion,
but eight on another being the maximum so far this year.

New Year BBQ

A very pleasant afternoon get-together held at the Sergeants’ Mess at
Keswick Barracks on Sunday 19" February from noon to 4pm, with a
great roll-up of 34 members and partners accepting the invitation.
Organising the function with Dave Irving and with Joan to advise and
assist, the whole thing was straight forward and simple, or so I thought
until the actual day.

I know better now, however, with assistance from Mess staff and
members present pitching in everything went pretty well. In particular I
wish to thank Neil Houston for his efforts at the BBQ plate, as there was
more work involved than I had imagined, so well done Neil and you’re
on a six pack.

We had the use of the indoor air-conditioned facilities if needed, but
that’s hardly what a BBQ is about, so thankfully the weather was kind
to us with the temperature hovering around 26C, at least ten degrees
cooler than the heat wave conditions during the few days before.

From all reports everyone enjoyed the day, so that points the way to a
similar function in the future, anyway, a successful afternoon gathering.
Earlier in the activities a list of the apologies received for the day were
read out, and listed below are the names of those who attended for




anyone interested------------

Joan & Alex Munro, Dave Irving & Pam Illert, Bob &Pam Ballard, Jim
& Rita Dunn, Neil Houston, Moyna Briggs, Kay Trueman, Bill &
Elizabeth Love, John & Pam Harrison, Stevo Hinic, Graeme Ragless &
Carol, Allan & Judyne Adsett, Arthur & Barbara Henson, Bob &
Margaret Dikkenberg, Neville Stone, John & Joanne Scharber, Bill &
Jan Griggs, Dave & Susan Stephenson and Jim Nathan.

Corps Birthday Dinner

The date is later than usual on Saturday 19" August 06, so keep your
options open for that date. A flyer will be sent out as usual notifying all
details, well in time for you to decide.

ANZAC DAY REPORT

The March

A fine and mild day again this year, so conditions were very comfortable
for the parade.

The roll-up was excellent and would have made the late George Ricketts
very proud, as 30 members assembled to avail themselves of the
occasion to show pride in their service with the Corps and even more so
to give emphasis to the spirit of Anzac Day. I know many had attended
their local Dawn Service before travelling into the city. We were again
led by our senior member Bob Love, who insisted on doing the job even
though not fully recovered from recent surgery, but Noel Sproles had
kindly volunteered to step in should Bob have faltered. Well done Bob. I
know the Corps was not renowned for regimentality but trying to
organise the group into parade order was awkward, as some kept moving
around to chat with friends, but thankfully we all stepped off together.
The bandsmen up front from our group were mainly all young
musicians, which perhaps explained why they played latin style music at
a fast beat, not the best for keeping in step, although possibly it would
not have made any difference with us anyway.

As usual there were large crowds lining the route and as usual I felt
proud of the applause given to each group of marchers as they passed
along the route. We also received a reasonable amount of TV coverage
from at least one station which was good for family and friends watching
at home.



At the conclusion of the march we assembled again for group
photographs and a further round of news swapping, before moving
away to the reunion or other activities.

The Reunion

Held again at the Exeter Hotel in Rundle St. from 11.30am onwards
and attended by a very chatty and lively crowd of around 30 bods.
Being a public holiday the normal pub crowd was absent, so we had
pretty much the place to ourselves, including the rough’n’ready indoor/
outdoor beer garden where we all gathered for lunch and later for the
AGM. Possibly early last century the hotel was a worthy up-market
abode but now a trifle quirky, with bohemian style posters adorning
the walls and piles of give-away newspapers scattered about ,
published by interesting but strange groups. The lunch served was
counter style with a good variety of choices and reasonably priced,
also the beer (mainly Cooper’s) poured well, so no complaints there.
Strangely, the wine list was very comprehensive with varieties
available costing up to hundreds of dollars per bottle.

Following lunch (and during) the AGM was held in the beer garden,
over thirty minutes earlier than normal so as not to clash with the
Anzac Day AFL game in Melbourne. Another strange thing, the
management does not agree with TV in the hotel, so with the
conclusion of the AGM numerous members shot down the side lane to
The Wheelbarrow, about 100 metres away, where a large TV screen in
the bar displayed the footy game in Melbourne, while the remainder
stayed on at the Exeter or alternated between both pubs.

I always enjoy the camaraderie that prevails on the day as I'm sure
most others do also, but by late afternoon I thought it was wise to head
for home, leaving several still enjoying the game at The Wheelbarrow
and a small group at the Exeter, ending another enjoyable reunion.

The AGM (In brief)

The president declared the meeting open at 1308hrs.

Present

29 members were present ------ A. Munro, D. Irving, J. Dunn, J. Frith,

R Love, K. Jeffery, A. Adsett, J. Nathan, R. Cooper, D. Collins, B.
Knuckey, S. Hinic, P. Elverd, W. Griggs, A. Czornohalan, S.
McGuiness, E. Jacobs, D.Miller, J. Phillips, R. Mills, P. Rossiter,



F. Bryant, G. Ragless, M. Coletti, S. Stephens, P. Cates, K. Talbot-
Smith, J. Scharber, R.Griffin.

Guests----- Janine Coletti, Cheryl Cates, Joan Munro, James Scharber.
Apologies

A. Henson, M. Davey, S. Lemon, C. van Senden, G. Timmins, R.
Langley, J. Harrison.

The president welcomed Peter Rossiter, visiting from Ballina NSW.

Previous Minutes
Copies were circulated and read by members.

Moved B. Knuckey, Seconded S. Hinic That the minutes be accepted.
Carried.

BusinessArising

The annual donation of $20 to the RSL was confirmed for this year.
Moved R. Cooper, Seconded A. Adsett That the donation be sent to the
RSL. Carried

All other matters were referred to general business.

Correspondence
Read out by the secretary but not requiring confirmation.

President’s Report
The president reported on Association activities for the previous year.

Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer reported that unemcumbered funds held were $112.81 in
the general account and $344.58 in the history fund at the 24™ April 06

Moved D. Collins, Seconded G. Ragless That the report be accepted.
Carried

Election of Office Bearers

The president outlined a plan to increase the numbers of office bearers
and suggested that the present committee remain in office until the
proposal is fully augmented. This was agreed to by the meeting, and
letters will be sent out soon to seek volunteers.




General Business

History Funds

The treasurer suggested that the history fund account be closed and
transferred to the general account but still administered separately, to
simplify banking and reduce signatories.

Moved S. Hinic, Seconded S. Stephens That the history funds be
transferred to the general account Carried.

Corps Memorial Project

The president detailed progress made with the memorial, incorporating
the Corps badge that was fixed over the front entrance to 4 Field Survey
Sqn for many years, and the location of sites available within Keswick
Barracks.

Moved A. Adsett, Seconded F. Bryant That the site at the northern end
of the parade ground be selected for the memorial, if approved by HQ.
Carried.

Unit History

A list of members who served in the unit on posted strength from 1945
until disbandment in 1996 has been compiled, and questionnaires are
now ready to post out to selected members, at first to addresses now
known and progressively to others as addresses are sourced
Subscriptions

Due to increased costs it will be necessary to increase subscriptions for
our interstate members by a small amount to be notified, but local
subscriptions will remain the same for this year.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 1340hrs.
CORPS MEMORIAL PROJECT

The situation now is --------- I attended an appointment with the
manager of the civil group responsible for all works within Keswick
Barracks, to enquire on the possibility of a memorial site within his
jurisdiction. He very kindly showed me several sites that he thought
might suit our purpose, but I had to decline for various reasons such as
signage by present units, however, I did accept the final offer of a site
on the lawned area at the north end of the parade ground adjacent to the
rear of the Officers’ Mess. Approval would be subject to a drawing of
the proposed monument with dimensions, sufficient to allow
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management staff to decide whether it would be suitable for the area. I
have since sent a drawing to the manager but have yet to receive a reply,
so early days yet. He did mention that the surrounds to the site are
serviced regularly by garden staff, which is important. I enquired if he
could arrange the laying of the concrete base at public expense, a cheeky
request judging by his wry smile, but you never know so maybe.

I also inspected sites along the “’Path of Honour”, a walkway dividing
the Torrens Parade Ground from the rear of Government House in
Adelaide, to admire the numerous memorials to various military units
bordering the path, jointly administered by the Adelaide City Council
and the State RSL.

I approached the OIC of the Parks and Gardens Dept. at the Adelaide
Townbhall and he offered to show me what was available, very kindly I
thought, on the proviso that the RSL approved the project later. He then
told me the maximum dimensions allowed for each monument , which I
thought were a bit on the small side and unsuitable for our needs, so I
had to decline with thanks.

The bronze Corps badge we have is looking very weary after about 25
years exposed to all weather conditions and needs refurbishing , which
I’'m sorry to report is extremely labour intensive, so the quote I have is
for $850. The quote for a bronze cast plaque measuring 400mm wide
and 300mm deep with appropriate text is $740, so nothing comes
cheaply these days.

The next task was to visit the brickyard at Littlehampton. When
inspecting sites at Keswick it was suggested to me that brick
construction might be the best way for the monument. The manager at
the yard showed me a decorative brick which I considered would be
suitable and then volunteered to donote all we needed, which was very
generous of her, so a small win.

T arranged an interview with the gentleman responsible for project grants
at the Department of Veterans Affairs and spent an informative hour
with him, however the final application cannot be sent to Canberra for
approval until all details are fully arranged, but he did say that in his
opinion we had a fairly strong case. I’m also positive that any shortfall in
funds will be subscribed by our members, going on the reaction at our
AGM on Anzac Day. Next problem is the right brickie.



MEDALS

PNG Defence Force 50" Anniversary Medal

Fourteen members indicated their interest in purchasing the medal, so I
posted all regimental details and service in PNG to Christies Medals in
Sydney, under the auspices of our Association. The arrangement was
organised by telephone conversation with Christies. All members who
then liaised directly to Christies received the medal by post within three
weeks from application. The details of three other members received on
Anzac Day have yet to be processed.

Australian Defence Medal

Frank Bryant rang me about six weeks ago to say he had received his
medal, so obviously distribution is underway at long last, although the
delay as I understand was caused by changes to the initial eligibility
criteria. If you have yet to apply, enclosed is an application form that
might be useful courtesy of Arthur Henson.

PROPOSED COMMITTEE

Over the life of our Association off almost thirty years, there has only
been a small committee to administer the needs of our membership, and
while this has worked fairly well on most occasions there were times
when things could have been handled much better. Just for the record,
during the last fifieen years or so, the committee mainly comprised of
two active members assisted by one or two others when required, a
situation which can no longer work, when considering that each year
now we have established functions and publish a regular newsletter

( well mainly), plus an overdue unit history to compile, as well as a
Corps memorial to complete.

No big deal in each particular activity perhaps, except when handled by
one or two members only, so my proposal is to expand the committee
considerably where each member will have no problem in fulfilling his
role. Attempting to organise such a group at our AGM would be
hopeless, as most would remember those times when nominations for
office bearers were called, when blokes did their best to become
invisible or raced to dob in anyone or scrambled to second any name
bandied about, by and large avoiding a position as if it meant
contamination with the black death. Very funny at times and raised
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many a laugh, but was unfair and unproductive, and certainly farcical. I
intend sending letters out to members outlining the proposal, to seek
volunteers for the new committee, so please give the matter some serious
thought. Briefly, I would like to see a vice-president and a separate
treasurer and secretary added to the executive committee, and sub-
committees formed for social activities, the newsletter, the unit history
and special projects as required, with several members in each group
because at any given time many will not be available due to reasons too
numerous to mention.

Everything proposed will be subject to discussion at a special meeting
held later, however, I’'m sure the objective will be achieved. As I
mentioned at the AGM I intend to relinquish all positions I hold by the
end of this year, with no maybe’s, but will still remain a very active
member and able to help out whenever I'm available. Anyway boys,
cheer up and be in it.

NEWS SCRAPS
Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits Fund
The Federal Treasurer announced during his 2006/07 budget speech, that
benefits paid from funded super funds would be tax free from 1% July
2007. This would not apply to benefits obtained from the DFRDBF,
being an unfunded scheme, however, such funds were referred to as
attracting some tax relief. As most of our older members retired under
that scheme, the Treasurers speech sparked a bit of interest that some tax
concessions would be forthcoming, but precisely how much was not
clear.
Noel Sproles decided to find out how much, a bit like a hound on the
heels of a hare, not easily put off. His pursuit of an answer is detailed
below in essence only, always polite though.

The first email was to DFRDBF requesting an answer.

Reply : Don’t know so unable to help.

Noel’s next email was direct to the Treasurer for the real answer.

Reply : We’re too busy, go to our website “simplersuper”

Noel did as directed and read all the relevant sections, but was still
unsure.

The third email was to “simplersuper” for clarification.

Reply : All a bit confusing, but we value your enquiry on this important
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issue.

Noel was still confused and not amused by all this, so sent a final email
to DFRDBF, suggesting they raise their game considerably as others
will surely want to know.

Reply : None, and not expected.

Thank you Noel for trying on our behalf, although someone out there
might know the answer by this time, so the only good news is that there
appears to be a tax concession of some sort.

Ex-Fortuna Survey Association wares.

A few scarves and ties are still available at $20 each, also copies of
Mapmakers of Fortuna at $60 a copy , so if you are interested in
procuring anything or just enquiring, contact their secretary Tracy
Phillips by phone on (03)54420263 or (03)54496330 AH or email
phipsys@bigpond.com

Purple Beret
The Queensland Association have ordered a batch of purple berets

costing about $30 each as I understand, to be worn on appropriate
occasions. Members in WA have been wearing purple caps for around
two years now on Anzac Day, displaying an embroidered Corps badge
as opposed to the berets which are intended to show a metal or plastic
badge. (This bought back memories about an incident at the Regiment.
I’ll include it in the next edition)

The Curta Calculator

Remember the Curta Calculators used in the bush many years ago to do
the various computations required on station? At a guess they went out
of use about the early 1970’s as electronic equipment was introduced.
There were two models available, both hand held with one slightly
larger than the other, the only difference being the number of decimal
points provided otherwise they were identical, but a marvellous piece of
engineerlng.

One was shown on a TV programme recently, as the mystery object, to
be identified by members of the public at large and an expert panel, on a
show named the “Collectors” about collecting antiques and so called
collectables. Strangely, no one could identify what it was, possibly a
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coffee grinder said one person jokingly, another said a camera
attachment, being some of the attempts. -

It was later that the show’s presenter announced what it was, and then
gave a few background details; apparently it was invented and produced
by a prisoner in a German POW camp during WW2, encouraged by the
camp commandant, who intended presenting the finished article to
Hitler.

It was later perfected and went into mass production in 1947.

New location for DIGO

The Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation will eventually move
from Fortuna to the Longlea site near to Bendigo, at present home to all
the Army Reserve units in the district. The move will take place some
time following the construction of a proposed purpose - built building on
the site, suitable for the 111 staff still at Fortuna. The old mansion will
remain, but as what is anyone’s guess, ideas ranging from an upmarket
hotel, convention centre, museum, B&B, whatever.

Answering Machine Message

"Thank you for calling the Australian Defence Force. We are sorry, but
all of our units are out at the moment, or are otherwise engaged. Please
leave a message with your country, name of organisation, the region, the
specific crisis, and a number at which we can call you. As soon as we
have sorted out PMKeys, SDSS, East Timor, Bougainville, Afganistan,
Iraq, Bali, Refugees, the Defence Efficiency Review, the Commercial
Support Program, and compulsory 'Fraud Awareness' and 'Workplace
Equity and Diversity' training, we will return your call."

"Please speak after the tone, or if you require more options, please listen
to the following numbers:"

"If your crisis is small, and close to a secure domestic airport, press 1 for
the 3rd Brigade."

"If your concern is distant, with a tropical climate and good hotels, and
can be solved by 1 or 2 low risk bombing runs, please press 'Hash' for
the Royal Australian Air Force. Please note this service is not available
after 1600 hrs, if it is overcast, at weekends or Public Holidays."
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"If your inquiry concerns a situation which can be resolved by either
overpriced and expensive submarines without combat capability, or by
World War II relics that cannot keep up with Indonesian fishing
trawlers, or by a really good marching band, please write, well in
advance, to the Chief of Navy, Russell Offices, Canberra."

"If your inquiry is not urgent, please press 2 for the Rapid Deployment
Force."

"If you are in real, hot trouble please press 3, and your call will be routed
to Sandline International." :

"If you are interested in joining the ADF and wish to be shouted at, paid
little, have premature arthritis, put your wife and family in a condemned
hut miles from civilisation, and are prepared to work your arse off daily,
risking your life, in all weathers and terrains, both day and night, whilst
watching the Department of Finance eroding your original terms and
conditions of service, then please stay on the line. Your call will shortly
be connected to a bitter passed-over Recruiting Sergeant in a little office
down by the railway station."

"Have a pleasant day, and thank you again for trying to contact the
Australian Defence Force."

Understanding Engineers
Two engineering students crossing the campus when one said, "Where

did you get such a great bike?"

The second engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along yesterday
minding my own business when a beautiful woman rode up on this bike.
She threw the bike to the ground, took off all her clothes and said, "Take
what you want."

The first engineer nodded approvingly, "Good choice; the clothes
probably wouldn't have fitted."

New Email Address
Please note my new email address for newsletter items:
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