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On behalf of y*ur eo,mmittee I extencl to all our mentbets and their

families, *o*pli**t ts of the $eason, lroping that all enjcy the caming

festivities ancl h*iirlays, so t{t all I wish----

h{ER"RY CHRI$Th4A$ and a HAPPY NnW YEAR

Newsletter Fotrnat
My request tnr cnmments regarding a change to our newsletter fbtmat,

whether to remair: at A5 size r:r ga to A4, did draw-a few comments

fi'om mem$ers {Thank you) with the caneensus being that most had no

preference either way.
We stili have extra covers to use before a final decision is required, so

more colnrnents please.

With limiteql resourees and laek of computer savvy On ffy part, I knorar

our lay*ut and presentation is a bit on the plain sicle, but I'm sute the

news is passeel on well *ncugh, s* I don't lose mueh sleep. The

newsletters distriiruted by other Associations (w.A.,QLD, Bendigo ) are

presenteil a shade more prof"essionally, especially from W.A',where the

iayout ancl prtntii:g in colour is produced by a commercial organisati6tr,

all clone al mate rates througlr a menrber, a freebie no loss' I rurclerstand

Qt,D is nble to utilise a friend at court, also.

So.*ial Ner,qs

Secretary LJave senl cut noticns about a month ago, advising a change to

our notmai calendar, changing our usual Christmas function to a New

Year BBQ. This is intended t* be held in late January or early Febrgary

2006, with noti*es posted out well before. unfortunately we were

unable tr: sccure a v€nue and date with any certainty, that suited the

members we ch*cked in a phnne-around. It's ahvays difficuit to an'ange

a functinn in llet:ember, but more so this year'

First fridRy
L"tt*"- f-r this year on Friday Znd Decerrber at the Saracen's Head

was a very pleasant two hours, attended by Pam & Bob Griffin' Alex

cuonrohaian, st*no Hinic, John Frith, Margaret & Bob Dikkenberg,

Mick $arsen, Lincoln Smith and including me' ten in all' Time passed



by v*ry quickly, cr seemed to, befi:re dritling an'ar, ", itl' a "M€rry
Christmas" ail round.
Reruember to give January a miss, with our next get-together on Friday
3rd February 2006 at 5pm.

Visit to the Bir-dyvood Motor Museurn
Brett Knuckey is hoping to negotiate a redu*ed entry fee, and if
suffrcient members indicate a desire lbr the visit to go ahe*d, he will also
affange a BBQ/picnic set up in the grounds of the mu$euru. Tlre proposal
now is fbr a liunday visit next March 06, witli details notified by the
usual flyer about four weeks befnre.

Our Super Blki_e

As r"eported in nur last issue, Bob Mills was an entrant in the World
$olar Cycle Challenge conducted last October, from Ceduna to Adelaide
via Pt Lincoln and Ft Augusta and all towns between. I am happy ta
repart that Boh came in 5th place fiom a tr:tal of 10 teams, conrpieting a
trouble free run, being the only one to do so.
Well done Bob. The winning team was lrom Damascus Collegc in
*allarat, a gloup which supporls and promotes soiar pawered cycling
very seriously. Bob also had pole position for the race, winning tlre time,
speed and braking trials held before the race. On some sectiilns of the
roule, with fnll haftery power and generally good conditions, he was able
to average 44 kms per hour. Bob rode an Avanti cycle, powered by an
eleetric motor in the front wheel, with the l:attery charg*d ftorir a sqrlar
panel nn a tiny trailer towecl behind, and toppecl up each night fr*m 240v
mains supply.
Keeping fit musf be frur, because one week later he wars *lT again, this
lin:e in fhe Bike S.A. Annual Tour, a 7 &ay event froin lvlt fiarnbier
travelling throurgh various towns in the Sauth-East, being m*re of a
semi-social sightseeing tour but still averaging 100 kins per day.
Nat content with the above lot, he has entered in the amateur group of
ths Tour Down Under for a 150 km section, being nrn next Januaty, so
pei"haps ws can report on that in a later edition.

In the fuotsteps g.f,&rptain epok
ln June this year Ken and tonaine Talbot-Srnith and farnily, Feter (Jack)
nnd Julie Elverd, Marlene (Eddy Jacobs lbrmer wif"e) *ncl her partner,



went sailing ftir a week in the Whitsunelay Islands group, atr adventsre
that toak *ver fwo years in the planning.

Saihle tlie Wllitgtl$daYq
by

Jsrsk Elverd
The boat we hired was a 4{} foot catamaran namecl "$earvind 1200".
with th* precise dimensicns of 12.1 metres long by 6.5 metres wide
and a drail of L1 nretres, powered by twin 27hp diesel nrotors.
It canied 500 litres af fresh water, had two toilets and fbur cabins with
quecn size treds, three showers, TV, flidge, freezer, Ci) player, radic,
air eiectric anehor winch, plus a rigid inflatable dinghy with outboarcl
mot*r.
Cr:st far the baat was $850 prr niglrt, other costs being airfares and

motei aecommodation for the Jirst and last night
We flew fiom Aelelaide on Friday 3rd June, leaving at 6am and
arriving at Shute Haftrour in sunny Queensland at about 1 pm. After
settling into our accommociatiun, the girls went off to puichase our
supplies, while the rest of us start*d the required fcrur haur briefing cln

all aspects of tire boat, where to gc, charts, tides, where to anchor,
fishing regulatir:ns, etc, and finally pacl<ing the boat in readiness for
the folk:wing day.
At Sani Saturday rnoming we were taken out from shore, showr how
to use the anchcr, and then cnst adrift on our own, something that rnacle

Lorraine a bit apprehensive as she realised that I was the only one with
sailing experiene*, but was *it when she found that I knew what I was
doing, aetually the boat was vsry easy to sail as long as you knew r.vhat

ropcs t* puii ori or let oll
We headeel south east for the remainder of the day, going around
South Molc Is. anel anehcring in Nara Inlet for the night.
From tlrere we lreaeled south, until on the third day we weirt into
Hamilton trs.tr: have a look arilund and to fill up with fresh water,
hefore sailiirg on to Whitehaven Beach where we spent a couple r:f
nighfs.
Changing tack, we headed n*rth to Halnnan Is., intencling to anehor
and go ashore far a look until we wer:e told that it eost $50 for 30
minutes" s* grio$s rvhat, we gave it a miss,
We fisheri evfiry clay, although the problem with lishing was that
where you wsre required to anchor, was generally a restr:icted fishing



zone, however, we did catch soms reasonable size fish sufficiept {br a

f'ew n:eals on the boat, plus bringing some back to Adelaide. The
rveather was excelletrt for sailing with 20 to 25 knot winrls every day and

al tin:es we were doing over 12 knots in the boat, bttt tlre wind did not
make for the best swimming.
There was a BBQ on the back ofl the baat that was $s*d daily, since
Marlene had prepared a menu for: each day, so we ate very well. And of
cour..sc sailing makes one very thirsty. so we irad an adequate supply af
wine, beer, etc, on board.
Overall we had an excellent time, with the boat being very steady
thrnughout, there was heaps of room and it was icleal ftrr T or I persons,
with the only complaint coming fronr the women about n*t bsing able to
have long hot showers.
Wculd we do it again? YES, but in a dilTerent location with more
fish.We returned tc Shute Harbour on Saturday lOth.lune at aborit 10am,
stayed in Airiie Beach that night anrl flerv back to Adelaiclo on Srurday.
Can anybody do this type of trip? Yes, but I strongly suggest that one
party member has seime type of sailing experience, altirough they do
have a trained person who would com* q:ut with yuu until you felt
cr:nfident on your own.
I{egards Jack.

fle.o#le News.
My thanks to lcindred associations and their regular newsletters, namely
"1ff*stiink ", "lVlagna Cafio "anc1 the Ql,il "Bulletin'u, fr*m whicl: I
extract news itemsfor local information.

Stan and Helen {lanrpbell (From Stevo Flinic )
Stan and Helen trrassed through Adelaide r:n tire 21st CIctaber 05, *n their
way baek to Brisbane. They had been ou the road for three months
travelling thrcugh the Northern Territory, down the West Australian
eoastline and then across the Nullarbor.
We inanaged to catch up with them and have a bite tn eat, but it's a tad
hard to recall our discussions a{ter 3 bottles of SA red wine and some
ri*ansing Cocper Ales. They both loolced well, but I'm not sure how
$lan p*lled up next morning.
I da reeall Star: saying that when fhey are not travelling, he is kept busy
being the Chairman of the Body Corporate where he han a cautrrle of



investmenl units. $tan also cloes a half day Veteran A{faiirs advising at

his local R$L, so maybe is a handy per$on to keep in mind for the
lirture.
They lefi Aclelaide heading for Renmark and the River:land area. A
wcek later I received a phone cali li"om Stan and Helen in Brishane,
saying that lre develnped a serinus knee inflammation and liad spent a
night in the Iterunarle H<lspital. lJpon his discharge they cut their trip
short and }{elen had to drive back tc Brisbane with the "patifilt". Stan is
on anti-inflammalnry tablets and is on the rnend, probably
contemplating th*ir: trext trip"

&ear Admiral"lnasli
Not seen or heard of for abont 45 years, but would be remembered b;z

many af aur senior mernbers, as captain of HMAS Gaseoyne, ;r

Riverclass Frigate, used as a support vessel by Central Command Field
Section/ 4 Fiekl $urvey unit during the l st Order Coastal Traverse and
mapping af ,{nihern Land and the Gulf of Carpentaria, around 1959/60.
By chan*e i watelred a recent TV prograrnme, when he was interviewed
during the ssuttlirlg ceremony of HhdAS Brisbane off the Gold Coast.
When he imel th* late Frank Buekland (our OC at the time) appeared on
deek, one clressed in immaculatc white tropical uniform and the other in
neat irush greens, they were nicknamed" Smoothy and Tweedy "by the
late Ger:ff Briggs.

Neville FappilS

I met N*ville at the 90th Anniverriary Dinner in Eendign last Jrure/July,
the first time sii:ce around 1982, when he elected discharge {iom 4 Fd
Svy Sqn al Keswick Ban'acks, but remained in Adelaide.
He hacl abtained a degree in surveyiirg before his discharge, but not
wanting to enter the <lfficer $tream, he opted for a job with a civil
engineering fim: tbr many years. He is now with Koukourou Consulting
Engineers, ss fheir project manager for ail environmental matters.
Perhaps we mighi see mors clf you in the future, Neville.

Brian Jchnsq:[
Brian dCIes take the trouble ta attend the odd function, sa I clo catch up
with hirn norv anel then, specilieally at the 90th Anniversary Dinner.
He is much the sam* as ever physically, so perhaps it's no sutprise that



he is now a gendarme, a constable no less with the Queensland Fr:li*e

f,$rce.

Pat Cox
Pat was always a regular to march ein Atlzac Day for ffiany yearl, but not

of iate due to poor health. Pat never sffems to be at home lvhen i attempt

tn contacf him by phone, but I was lucky a week ago when he ansr,vered

my call.
He told me his general health is not as good as he wnuld like, and is narv

unable to drive because his present medications can causs memory
lapses, not a good situation when driving, so now relies on other
transport.
Pat still lives in Crystal Brook, and does not get around as much as he

used to, but intends to spend the Christrnas period with hi.s brother in
Adelaide.

h4ax ColEtti
Max is still positivs about his cancer conditinn and is foeling reasonably

w*ll uncler the circumstancos, retuming tc work only a few d*ys ago,

doing light tasks mainly as would be expe*ted. The results of his latest

medical tests will not be available until mid*Decembet, so we're ail
hoping fbr good news.
AII our members are with you VIax.

B-rq.tt Knuckev
Brelt is now semi-l'etired, having been mad* redundant when the firm hc

wr:rkecl for was hought out by another group, intent *n reducing staff.
Brett had spent the plevious 23 years preiclucing the lJBtr street

rlirectoty, and because of his fairly substaritial accumulated long seruice

an<l sick leave, was the first to go"

He is hopei'ul that he might obtain work firr a day or twc each week,

vrhich would suit him. Following the l"airly recent death af his mother,

Brett and Jane taok her ashes bael* to the alea that she k:ved most, where

she grew up as a girl, on a fann in the Dorrigo araa sf NSW, near

Sellingen. Her ashes were scattered aver a waterfall in * nearby national
park.'l'hey also remained in the disiriet for a very enjoyabl* two weeks,

meeting relatives, maliy for the lirst time at fbrnily rilunions. Brett and

Ja*e are now planning their next trip, lhis tiine ta Nelv Zealand next



April.

Lk:vd Fall.gsog/T oni $Awver
Back in October Ll*yd was por*sing tlre Vietnam Mortality Roil, when
oul poppeel Tom sawyers name, wliich worried him a bit as he thought
Tom was still with us. Despatching an all points email, he didn't have
lon[ to wait bel*re the good news catne that Tom is still a tax paying
member in W.A. suburbia.
I r*poite*l in osr newslefter about 18 months ago, cracking a bottle of
reei with Tr:m anct his wife, when they rested in Adelaieie enroute fronr
Bendigr: to Perth

Noel Spro.lcs

He and Lynda tr;rvelled to Sarwin by train fairly recently, with their
4WD an a flattr:p t* the rear. After the tourist loolc-arouird of Datwin,
they return*d ta Adelaide by road, naturally having a look at all the
places cf interest along the way. Nool, a trip like that would whet the
curiosity *f many of nur members, so if you have the time in the near
lhture, a lbw tips on the joumey for our next newsletter would be
appreciatecl. An iilea of costs invclved, your irnpressions of the train
trip and the raad trip, tliings warlh seeing or things to miss, problems,
etc, anything tl"rat would be of interest to anyone contemplating a

sirnilar holiday. P$---Abouf a trrage t;r twa only.

Jph$($a_qhip)_ ]yilkes QLD Bulletin
Scr:bie was a bit *f a *haracter when he served at Keswiclc Earracks, so

the lbllcwing catch-up fiom Alex Cairney should interest mat1y.

$cabie rep*rts that he has sr:1*1 out of Callala Bay (subur'b of Jervis Bay)
and mnved to Toomerong, just south of Nowra in NSW, where he has

been builcting ;r house on an eight acre property. Scobie and his rvife
have just retumed iiom Thailand visitiirg itr-laws, their first visit in 21

years.

I:Ie attendscl a basic course in 1969 and served in Sumatra cn Gading 1.

On completing 12 years in R{Svy, achieving the rank of sergeant, he
workecl fcrr Bass Oil during which time he also worleecl in South East
Asia, where ho met and maried his wifb. Becoming scrnething of a

seafarer, h* was later invoived in the huge dredging aperation in
Mc;retn* Bay *ff Brisbane, praviding sandfill for the construotion af the
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Brisbane Airport.
Seeking a quieter life he now
Albatross at Jervis Bay.

Rp-ckyCamps

has a iob as a store*rair at Hh4AS

You must be long in the tooth if you ffan r€merrrber Roeky. Ncu'well
into his 70's he still lives in Wodonga, and still plagued w:ith his leg
prabiems, sr: that he now relies upon his battery powered runatraut to get

around town.
iltherwise his healtlr is reasonable, but is still as vociferous as always
according to Lloyd Patterson

PNGDefence -Force 50th Anlriyer:sarv Mecial
I contacted Christies Medals recentiy to ascertain whether tlrey would
a*eept prcof of eligibility for the medal tiunngh our Assi)*ialicu, on
behalf of individual members, a prop*sal thny agreed to.
Members who previously wished to purchase the medal, please cnntact
nre to verify they still rvish to do so, on&2777A74, sa that their particular
d*tails can be sent to Christies and they can then apply for fh* medal
whon they wish.
Tlre costs are listed below -z l''a' bc/-( b 'prc-l \ A-/t N 

'
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rFull size medal costs $ 49.5A including l5cnrs *1'ribancl.
(was $45.60 twa years ago)

'Miniature medal costs $16.50 inciuding 9cms r:f riband
Adclitional ribancl can be purehased for bcth il'ledals

" oReceipted delivery cCIsts $8.50
ril*mputer engraving on the edgc ol the fiill size medal witl': name and

regimental details costs $?1.00, but I strongly recc,mmend that it be

_ rlone.
Apply to Christies Medals, unit 4D, H*l - 7 Unwins Bridge R"d

St. Peters NSW 2044

+q.9
,t,;
ryy-g*

llelephone 0295190784 Fax 02 9519 0785

6^dJ A*^. .1ul'o^' 6;f rnon €>'t"rill's' net'a*
Hligibility, acecrding to a local medals dealer, is 28 clays full time
service in c*untry, something I eannot verifli, horvever, Rnyone wha has

been awardeel th* Australian Service Meclal 1945-75 w:ith PNC clasp, or
rvas aeiuaily posted to PNG would be eligibie . If you have d*ubts, talk it
tirrr:r"rgh with me"


