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Newsletter No 41 December 2005

On behalf of your committee I extend to all our members and their
families, compliments of the season, hoping that all enjoy the coming
festivities and holidays, so to all I wish----

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR

Newsletter Format

My request for comments regarding a change to our newsletter format,
whether to remain at A5 size or go to A4, did draw.a few comments
from members (Thank you) with the concensus being that most had no
preference either way.

We still have extra covers to use before a final decision is required, so
more comments please. '

With limited resources and lack of computer savvy on my part, I know
our layout and presentation is a bit on the plain side, but I'm sure the
news is passed on well enough, so I don't lose much sleep. The
newsletters distributed by other Associations (W.A.,QLD, Bendigo ) are
presented a shade more professionally, especially from W.A.,where the
layout and printing in colour is produced by a commercial organisation,
all done at mate rates through a member, a freebie no less. I understand
QLD is able to utilise a friend at court, also.

Social News

Secretary Dave sent out notices about a month ago, advising a change to
our normal calendar, changing our usual Christmas function to a New
Year BBQ. This is intended to be held in late January or early February
2006, with notices posted out well before. Unfortunately we were
unable to secure a venue and date with any certainty, that suited the
members we checked in a phone-around. It's always difficult to arrange
a function in December, but more so this year.

First Fridav

Last one for this year on Friday 2nd December at the Saracen’s Head
was a very pleasant two hours, attended by Pam & Bob Griffin, Alex
Czornohalan, Stevo Hinic, John Frith, Margaret & Bob Dikkenberg,
Mick Sarsen, Lincoln Smith and including me, ten in all. Time passed




by very quickly, or seemed to, before drifting away with a "Merry
Christmas" all round.

Remember to give January a miss, with our next get-together on Friday
3rd February 2006 at Spm.

Visit to the Birdwood Motor Museum

Brett Knuckey is hoping to negotiate a reduced entry fee, and if
sufficient members indicate a desire for the visit to go ahead, he will also
arrange a BBQ/picnic set up in the grounds of the museum. The proposal
now is for a Sunday visit next March 06, with details notified by the
usual flyer about four weeks before.

Qur Super Bikie

As reported in our last issue, Bob Mills was an entrant in the World
Solar Cycle Challenge conducted last October, from Ceduna to Adelaide
via Pt Lincoln and Pt Augusta and all towns between. T am happy to
report that Bob came in Sth place from a total of 10 teams, completing a
trouble free run, being the only one to do so.

Well done Bob. The winning team was from Damascus College in
Ballarat, a group which supports and promotes solar powered cycling
very seriously. Bob also had pole position for the race, winning the time,
speed and braking trials held before the race. On some sections of the
route, with full battery power and generally good conditions, he was able
to average 44 kms per hour. Bob rode an Avanti cycle, powered by an
electric motor in the front wheel, with the battery charged from a solar
panel on a tiny trailer towed behind, and topped up each night from 240v
mains supply.

Keeping fit must be fun, because one week later he was off again, this
time in the Bike S.A. Annual Tour, a 7 day event from Mt Gambier
travelling through various towns in the South-East, being more of a
semi-social sightseeing tour but still averaging 100 kms per day.

Not content with the above lot, he has entered in the amateur group of
the Tour Down Under for a 150 km section, being run next January, so
perhaps we can report on that in a later edition.

In the footsteps of Captain Cook
In June this year Ken and Lorraine Talbot-Smith and family, Peter (Jack)
and Julie Elverd, Marlene (Eddy Jacobs former wife) and her partner,
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went sailing for a week in the Whitsunday Islands group, an adventure
that took over two years in the planning.
Sailing the Whitsundavs
by
Jack Elverd
The boat we hired was a 40 foot catamaran named "Seawind 1200",
with the precise dimensions of 12.1 metres long by 6.5 metres wide
and a draft of 1.1 metres, powered by twin 27hp diesel motors.
It carried 500 litres of fresh water, had two toilets and four cabins with
queen size beds, three showers, TV, fridge, freezer, CD player, radio,
an electric anchor winch, plus a rigid inflatable dinghy with outboard
motor.
Cost for the boat was $850 per night, other costs being airfares and
motel accommodation for the first and last night
We flew from Adelaide on Friday 3rd June, leaving at 6am and
arriving at Shute Harbour in sunny Queensland at about 1 pm. After
settling into our accommodation, the girls went off to purchase our
supplies, while the rest of us started the required four hour briefing on
all aspects of the boat, where to go, charts, tides, where to anchor,
fishing regulations, etc, and finally packing the boat in readiness for
the following day.
At 8am Saturday morning we were taken out from shore, shown how
to use the anchor, and then cast adrift on our own, something that made
Lorraine a bit apprehensive as she realised that I was the only one with
sailing experience, but was OK when she found that I knew what [ was
doing, actually the boat was very easy to sail as long as you knew what
ropes to pull on or let off.
We headed south-east for the remainder of the day, going around
South Mole Is. and anchoring in Nara Inlet for the night.
From there we headed south, until on the third day we went into
Hamilton Is.to have a look around and to fill up with fresh water,
before sailing on to Whitehaven Beach where we spent a couple of
nights.
Changing tack, we headed north to Hayman Is., intending to anchor
and go ashore for a look until we were told that it cost $50 for 30
minutes, so guess what, we gave it a miss.
We fished every day, although the problem with fishing was that
where you were required to anchor, was generally a restricted fishing
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zone, however, we did catch some reasonable size fish sufficient for a
few meals on the boat, plus bringing some back to Adelaide. The
weather was excellent for sailing with 20 to 25 knot winds every day and
at times we were doing over 12 knots in the boat, but the wind did not
make for the best swimming.

There was a BBQ on the back of the boat that was used daily, since
Marlene had prepared a menu for each day, so we ate very well. And of
course sailing makes one very thirsty, so we had an adequate supply of
wine, beer, etc, on board.

Overall we had an excellent time, with the boat being very steady
throughout, there was heaps of room and it was ideal for 7 or & persons,
with the only complaint coming from the women about not being able to
have long hot showers.

Would we do it again? YES, but in a different location with more
fish.We returned to Shute Harbour on Saturday 10th June at about 10am,
stayed in Airlie Beach that night and flew back to Adelaide on Sunday.
Can anybody do this type of trip? Yes, but I strongly suggest that one
party member has some type of sailing experience, although they do
have a trained person who would come out with you until you felt
confident on your own.

Regards Jack.

People News
My thanks to kindred associations and their regular newsletters, namely

"Westlink ", "Magna Carto "and the QLD "Bulletin", from which I
extract news items for local information.

Stan and Helen Campbell (From Stevo Hinic )

Stan and Helen passed through Adelaide on the 21st October 05, on their
way back to Brisbane. They had been on the road for three months
travelling through the Northern Territory, down the West Australian
coastline and then across the Nullarbor.

We managed to catch up with them and have a bite to eat, but it's a tad
hard to recall our discussions after 3 bottles of SA red wine and some
cleansing Cooper Ales. They both looked well, but I'm not sure how
Stan pulled up next morning.

I do recall Stan saying that when they are not travelling, he is kept busy
being the Chairman of the Body Corporate where he has a couple of
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investment units. Stan also does a half day Veteran Affairs advising at
his local RSL, so maybe is a handy person to keep in mind for the
future.

They left Adelaide heading for Renmark and the Riverland area. A
week later I received a phone call from Stan and Helen in Brisbane,
saying that he developed a serious knee inflammation and had spent a
night in the Renmark Hospital. Upon his discharge they cut their trip
short and Helen had to drive back to Brisbane with the "patient". Stan is
on anti-inflammatory tablets and is on the mend, probably
contemplating their next trip.

Rear Admiral Loosli

Not seen or heard of for about 45 years, but would be remembered by
many of our senior members, as captain of HMAS Gascoyne, a
Riverclass Frigate, used as a support vessel by Central Command Field
Section/ 4 Field survey unit during the 1st Order Coastal Traverse and
mapping of Arnhem Land and the Gulf of Carpentaria, around 1959/60.
By chance I watched a recent TV programme, when he was interviewed
during the scuttling ceremony of HMAS Brisbane off the Gold Coast.
When he and the late Frank Buckland (our OC at the time) appeared on
deck, one dressed in immaculate white tropical uniform and the other in
neat bush greens, they were nicknamed" Smoothy and Tweedy "by the
late Geoft Briggs.

Neville Pappin

I'met Neville at the 90th Anniversary Dinner in Bendigo last June/July,
the first time since around 1982, when he elected discharge from 4 Fd
Svy Sqn at Keswick Barracks, but remained in Adelaide.

He had obtained a degree in surveying before his discharge, but not
wanting to enter the officer stream, he opted for a job with a civil
engineering firm for many years. He is now with Koukourou Consulting
Engineers, as their project manager for all environmental matters.
Perhaps we might see more of you in the future, Neville.

Brian Johnson

Brian does take the trouble to attend the odd function, so I do catch up
with him now and then, specifically at the 90th Anniversary Dinner.
He is much the same as ever physically, so perhaps it's no surprise that
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he is now a gendarme, a constable no less with the Queensland Police
Force.

Pat Cox

Pat was always a regular to march on Anzac Day for many years, but not
of late due to poor health. Pat never seems to be at home when I attempt
to contact him by phone, but I was lucky a week ago when he answered
my call.

He told me his general health is not as good as he would like, and is now
unable to drive because his present medications can cause memory
lapses, not a good situation when driving, so now relies on other
transport.

Pat still lives in Crystal Brook, and does not get around as much as he

used to, but intends to spend the Christmas period with his brother n
Adelaide.

Max Coletti

Max is still positive about his cancer condition and is feeling reasonably
well under the circumstances, returning to work only a few days ago,
doing light tasks mainly as would be expected. The results of his latest
medical tests will not be available until mid-December, so we're all
hoping for good news.

All our members are with you Max.

Brett Knuckev

Brett is now semi-retired, having been made redundant when the firm he
worked for was bought out by another group, intent on reducing staff.
Brett had spent the previous 23 years producing the UBD street
directory, and because of his fairly substantial accumulated long service
and sick leave, was the first to go.

He is hopeful that he might obtain work for a day or two each week,
which would suit him. Following the fairly recent death of his mother,
Brett and Jane took her ashes back to the area that she loved most, where
she grew up as a girl, on a farm in the Dorrigo area of NSW, near
Bellingen. Her ashes were scattered over a waterfall in a nearby national
park. They also remained in the district for a very enjoyable two weeks,
meeting relatives, many for the first time at family reunions. Brett and
Jane are now planning their next trip, this time to New Zealand next
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April.

Llovd Patterson/T om Sawver

Back in October Lloyd was perusing the Vietnam Mortality Roll, when
out popped Tom Sawyers name, which worried him a bit as he thought
Tom was still with us. Despatching an all points email, he didn't have
long to wait before the good news came that Tom is still a tax paying
member in W. A, suburbia.

I reported in our newsletter about 18 months ago, cracking a bottle of
red with Tom and his wife, when they rested in Adelaide enroute from
Bendigo to Perth )

Noel Sproles

He and Lynda travelled to Darwin by train fairly recently, with their
4WD on a flattop to the rear. After the tourist look-around of Darwin,
they returned to Adelaide by road, naturally having a look at all the
places of interest along the way. Noel, a trip like that would whet the
curiosity of many of our members, so if you have the time in the near
future, a few tips on the journey for our next newsletter would be
appreciated. An idea of costs involved, your impressions of the train
trip and the road trip, things worth seeing or things to miss, problems,
etc, anything that would be of interest to anyone contemplating a
similar holiday. PS---About a page or two only.

John(Scobie) Wilkes QLD Bulletin

Scobie was a bit of a character when he served at Keswick Barracks, so
the following catch-up from Alex Cairney should interest many.

Scobie reports that he has sold out of Callala Bay (suburb of Jervis Bay)
and moved to Toomerong, just south of Nowra in NSW, where he has
been building a house on an eight acre property. Scobie and his wife
have just returned from Thailand visiting in-laws, their first visit in 21
years.

He attended a basic course in 1969 and served in Sumatra on Gading 1.
On completing 12 years in RASvy, achieving the rank of sergeant, he
worked for Bass Oil during which time he also worked in South East
Asia, where he met and married his wife. Becoming something of a
seafarer, he was later involved in the huge dredging operation in
Moreton Bay off Brisbane, providing sandfill for the construction of the
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Brisbane Airport.
Seeking a quieter life he now has a job as a storeman at HMAS
Albatross at Jervis Bay.

Rockv Camps
You must be long in the tooth if you can remember Rocky. Now well

into his 70's he still lives in Wodonga, and still plagued with his leg
problems, so that he now relies upon his battery powered runabout to get
around town.

Otherwise his health is reasonable, but is still as vociferous as always
according to Lloyd Patterson

PNG Defence Force 50th Anniversarv Medal

I contacted Christies Medals recently to ascertain whether they would
accept proof of eligibility for the medal through our Association, on
behalf of individual members, a proposal they agreed to.

Members who previously wished to purchase the medal, please contact
me to verify they still wish to do so, on 82777074, so that their particular
details can be sent to Christies and they can then apply for the medal

when they wish. RO
The costs are listed below 7 hto ncalod boe pprroved L7 ded W
#Full size medal costs $ 49.50 including 15cms of riband. y49.5°
(was $45.60 two years ago) %"
« Miniature medal costs $16.50 including 9cms of riband §- {;
Additional riband can be purchased for both medals '7"/:0/
- eReceipted delivery costs $8.50 ﬁ,%‘

« Computer engraving on the edge of the full size medal with name and
regimental details costs $21.00, but I strongly recommend that it be
done.

Apply to Christies Medals, unit 4D, NO1 - 7 Unwins Bridge Rd

St. Peters NSW 2044
Telephone 0295190784 Fax 02 9519 0785

E“W\QJ GCHMS ‘)Ullqh.sjmohgc"\fl‘5“'l‘¢$vh€+-au
Eligibility, according to a local medals dealer, is 28 days full time
service in country, something I cannot verify, however, anyone who has
been awarded the Australian Service Medal 1945-75 with PNG clasp, or
was actually posted to PNG would be eligible. If you have doubts, talk it
through with me.



