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Welcome to our second newsletter for 2004. Tirne has slipped past so

quickly, I am not sure where the year has gone'

We have had a request to send the newsletter by email rather than snail

mail. We ur. ,onrid.ring this as an option. Please let us know what you

think of the idea.

Please note-we need news items badly so advise me of anything by

phone, typed script or scribbled note. Queries to

email your notes to

Social News

First Friday Drinks

For those who must have forgotten where and when, we still meet at the

Saracen's Head llotelo Carrington St, City at 5 pm each month. There

were five present for an enjoyable drink and a chat in September, with

eight members meeting up in August including John (TJ) and Lea

W]cker over from Stansbury for the weekend. We sometimes get down

to two only attending, but not often. The pub has become very popular

on a Friday night and noisier than it used to be, but is still a good water-

hole.

Corps Birthday Dinper

Held at the Rob Roy Hotel on saturday 10th July 2004 at7 pm, starting

a very pleasant evening with drinks in the saloon and dining room,

beforeiltting down to dinner. Being only 20 in number, we were able to

share a long single table setup which worked well' The three course

meal served *ur well presented and delicious, which helps no end in

setting a more congenial party mood.
por the first time at our many functions in the large Rob Roy dining

room, we had to share facilities with another group celebrating a

birthday. Fortunately they were not hard-core revelets, but rather quiet

and sedate, and being away from our table were no bother at all.





Christmas Functipn

The Christmas get-together is proposed for early December' Initial

approaches to use the-facilities of the Sergeants' Mess alKeswick

danacks have been favourably received but not yet finalised.

Catering services, mess staff and opening hours outside military

requirements are now managed by civilian contractors, far different

from former times when the entire place was managed by service

personnel. consequently, approval by the mess committee to use the

iacilities is one thing, and agteement with the contractors to provide

the services we require is another.

Our usual pre-function letter will notify all men$ers of the outcome

and where we finallY Party-on.

The New Association Banner

The new banner was used for the first time on Anzac day this year and

met with the approval of members attending the parade. It was

produced by a local silkscreen printer, and finalised only three days

Lefore being used. The design was based on our old banner, which
gave good service for over 20 years, but is now looking very tired. My
itrunti to Bob Skitch and Gary Warnest for providing repromat which

was of assistance, although finalty the Corps Badges were produced

from hand touched enlargements then reduced.

The cost was $325 for the repromat production, printing, supply of
material, double siding and hemmed edges etc, although there was an

alternative photographic product available for about $200, which

would have done the job. I have compared an example of this with our

finished banner, which looks that much better and I think justifies the

extra cost.

over the years our Association has never accumulated funds as a

matter oflpolicy, So our "unencumbered cash funds" have always been

minimal. bonsequently our modest bank account is now very modest

after paying for the banner. To recoup the cost it was decided at the

2003 AGM to levy a $5 donation from all local members, or anyone

else for that matter. so, although many have already responded, our

Secretary/Treasurer Dave Irving would be most grateful to receive the

remainder. Don't put it off boys and girls, do it now.



Letter from America

Trevor Pearson recently wote a letter to Bob Cooper, after reading a

batch of our old newsletters, sent to him by Gordon Santo' Very
interesting indeed, so read

"I was a member of the RA SVY Corps from 1970 to 1990, when I
retired in Feb'90. I retired from the SMS, Bonegilla, as a W02, and my

final exit was from Randwick Bks, 2 Fd Svy Sqn.

Since that I time, I relocated to Philadelphia in the USA with my family
and have set up in a new occupation in the US. I now fly corporate
business jets and am a check captain for Netjets, a company that flies
world wide.
Recently, (Feb) I was in contact with Gordon Santo, who I served with
at both 4 Fd Svy Sqn and 8 Fd Svy Sqn, and he had posted to me a
packet of the Ex Servicemans Assoc. newsletters.
I then proceeded to go into shock, and a drooling vegetative state. . .

having no idea that the Corps had been disbanded!l
After moving to the USA in Dec 89, I had had liule to no contact with
ex-servicemen back home, so this news came to me as a huge shock.

As I remember back now, I remember much of how Col. Hillier fought
to retain the existence of the Corps and how that we were constantly

under the gun from the State Depts etc.

I was floored. !! I guess feeling this way must be an indicator that I am

getting old and nostalgic. . . oh well.. what can you do!! well, catching

up with Gordon was great, and to read about AI Glanville, Stevo, Gags,

John Hanison etc was just a trip to the past."

Trevor also wishes to join our group and receive a copy of each

newsletter, which will be ananged.
Listed are Trevor's contact details for old mates who might wish to make

contact.

llgv-or Pearson

Phone:
Email:



Great Aussie Tourists
Travelling the length and breadth of Australia seems to be a'must do',

by a largi ptopottion of all former Corps members. I recently received

ui.tt t fiom peter Rossiter detailing a long tourist coach trip he and his

wife went on about April/May this year. Peter served in the lormer

central command Field survey section in Adelaide for many years,

until being posted out in the early 60's to various other survey units,

until finally being appointed as OC of the Map Depot at Bandiana. He

has now lived inBallina, NSW, for many years'

The coach trip went through Broken Hill, Pt Augusta, Pt Lincoln, across

the Nullabor io Perth, northwards on the highway.along the coast to

Broome, Wyndham, Katherine, Darwin and finally returning

homewards through Qld., doing the tourist bit at all towns and historic

sites enroute. I've included a couple of paragraphs on Peter's

recollections of Perth and Darwin plus the Qld bit which might interest

our travellers.-
"I particularly wanted to see the difference at Perth and Darwin. Perth is

now in the throes of extending to Busselton, never mind Bunbury. We

had a run to Margaret River area,tlntalso was an eye opener. As for

Darwin, well, I hadn't quite taken in that Tracy had wiped out the town

so they could start again; my goodness!! what a change. And it took me

half a day to figure out where the old Victoria Hotel is/was/used to be

(it's offtces, now). Darwin town is a'tourist trap' and it seems that most

of the commercial and worker bits are at Palmerston' Of course, there's

a difference between 10 and 115,000 people, too'

The Cattlemen's Hall of Fame was quite an eye opener, too. Qld towns

seem to be more tuned to collecting and showing old machinery,

household items of everyday use that are not seen now, even buildings

that used to be'the usual'and which are completely gone from most

people's sight. Was very good. But then, I'm a bit of a sook for the old

rtoff - I still reckon a lot of it works far better than whafs available

today. If you want a few pics of old machinery, let me know'" -

The Victoria Hotel in Darwin was the favoured water-hole for the OR's

of c.c. Fd Svy sect in the late 1950's, whenever in Darwin. The place

was nrn by a Chinese family and typified the way things were from the

early days of Darwin. A heritage building if ever there was one' now

gone forever, hence Peter's interest.

Thanks for the letter and subscription Peter.



Four Fishins Woes

Late in May this year, I met up with George Timmins (Swan Hill), Peter

Presser (Mildura) and Gordon Lowrie (Wodonga) at a camp site on the

River Murray, to spend a few days fishing for the elusive Munay cod.

If you wantio try the spot on the river selected by George, then note the

foilowing directions-from my residence in Adelaide eastwards by road

the distance is 545 kms, from Gordon's place in Wodonga westwards by

road the distance is about 520 hns, from the nearest town of Boundary
Bend its about 15 kms to the west, from the 1194 km riverbank marker

(from the mouth) it's about 300 metres upstream and the 143o East

meridian cuts the river nearby, so you should get pretty close to where

we were.
If you have never seen a good sized Murray Cod, believe me, it's a
beautiful fish and when being pulled from the river its an exciting
moment. Unfortunately there were too few such exciting moments

during our stay.

During a lull in late nigtrt oonversation around the campfire, with
George's port keg, someone mentioned that we were all former WOl',s

and coupled with the woeful fishing catch up until then, prompted the

above title.
Georges miniature fox terrier'One Talk' has a close call one morning

when a Wedgetail eagle selected her for his next meal. A magnificent

young adult 6ird in top condition with a wingspan approaching six feet

made the attack, but broke away on spotting Gordon and I nearby. 'one

Talk' was not harmed, but small blood spots indicated the eagles talons

had made contact.
The only bait readily available were mussels, all collected in about four

feet deep water near the bank by George, as the only one with the

expertisi and ability to withstand cold water, by donning a wet suit and

diving down to seaich the muddy bottom. After each dive, it took a good

ten minutes by a blazing fire to remove the blue tinges from his outer

body bits, so take this as a "Mentioned in Dispatches" Gegrge'

Thsweather overall was good throughout, with cool but fairly sunny

days and light rain at times, fortunately not enough to downgrade the

local tracks back to the main road.

Hard to believe, but Peter and Gordon have acquired a few culinary

skills since their Fortuna years, and turned out some very good meals



using a camp oven. I can also recommend BBQ Cod'

t lovid the serenity of early mornings on the river, and lounging around

the camp fire late each morning with the first stubbie. Altogether a very

relaxing and congenial staY.

Although the fish were definitely not biting during our stay, everyone

went home with at least one good sized Murray Cod, just to prove we

had gone fishing. A highly recommended trip.

The Fortuna Move

It is now official-The Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation

will remain in Bendigo. The threat to move the mapping facilities at

Fortuna elsewhere has finally been resolved, at least for a few years to

come. The decision will obviously relieve the anxiety feh by those

under threat of relocation, although about 27 positions will be relocated

to Canberra and while the decision has been generally welcomed, this

number represents a fairly serious fragmentation of the overall

workforce.
The decision was made in late May this year and the Bendigo public

advised over the local radio station in early June.

Details are sketchy, but the tourist activities will probably resume again

at Fortuna after the move to a proposed special purpose building.

The following message was received by Noel sproles on 20 May 04

through Defence Media Liaison. Thanks Noel.

DIGO'S FUTURE IN BENDIC'O ASSUREI)

The Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation's capabilities in

Bendigo will be enhanced following a comprehensive review of the

work being undertaken at the Fortuna complex, Defence Minister

Robert Hill announced today.

Senator Hill said a new purpose-designed facility would be constructed

for the Geospatial Analysis Centre and the Government would further

invest in new technologies and new print capabilities to meet changing

customer needs.

In addition, a training progam will be established in Bendigo to recruit

and train at least five new trainees each year with vocational

qualifications in geospatial information systems.
,|



The Geospatial Analysis Centre is an important part of the Defence

Imagery and Geospatial Organisation, providing geospatial products and

services including maps, charts and digital topographic support for
Australian Defence Force operations and activities.

"The historic Fortuna building, a local Bendigo landmark, is listed on the

Register of the National Estate and should be accessible to the people of
Bendigo and to all Australians," Senator Hill said.

"The new facility for the Geospatial Analysis Centre will provide a new

workspace for staffconducting high-tech, sensitive geospatial tasks for
Defence and national Government customers.
Bendigo will remain the centre of production of geospatial data and hard

copy maps for the ADF, while classified work will be moved to
Canberra over the next three years as the new facility is being built.
DIGO's role in providing imagery and geospatial intelligence is of
growing importance in the modem battlefield and in Australia's complex
secwity environment.
The construction of a new Defence geospatial facility is proof that the
Government is committed to providing the most cutting edge

technologies for the defence and security of Australia and its interests.

This decision provides for the long term future of DIGO's capability in
Bendigo."
Senator Hill said site selection for the new purpose-designed facility and

the future ofthe Fortuna complex would be made after consultation with
the local community, ensuring local involvement in the project.

"With a possible value of $10 million, construction of the new facility
will deliver significant economic benefits to the community and an

ongoing commitment to the region," he said.

Defence Heritase and Fortuna

Further to the Fortuna news item, where the Minister for Defence

mentioned the heritage value of Fortuna in his decision, I recently
received a copy of 'Defence Information Bulletin' from Lincoln Smith.

This is a glossy all-colour publication distributed bi-monthly to all
Service Personnel by the Dept of Defence.
It contained an interesting article on how historical military buildings,
sites and areas, having a declared heritage value, are being managed now
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and into the future by the department. There is no mention on how
heritage matters were handled previously, which is interesting.
Recent heritage legislation has forced the Dept of Defence to adopt a
management plan, with as much publicity as possible also encouraged
by the national trend towards heritage preservation overall. Naturally
any incumbent Minister would wish to avoid political embarrassment or
adverse public reaction, so I'm a bit cynical.
To start the heritage ball rolling, the next three pages to the article, give
a concise history of Fortuna Villa, well written and illustrated with six
colour photographs showing intemal and external scenes of the villa.
If I remember, I'll take my copy to our next function, but you want a
look-see before then, ring me on 8277 7074.

People News

Bob Love: As one of our WW2 veterans, Bob showed remarkable zest
for the social activities involved at the Annual Gathering of the
Strathalbyn Caledonian Society.
A photograph of Bob appeared in a local newspaper, poised to carve the
Haggis, looking resplendent wearing traditional Scottish garb, as the
Chieftain. It really was a family affair as Bob's daughter Katherine
carried in the Haggis, piped in by son Jim, while Margaret Love
dispensed the whisky for the ceremony. Keep it up Bob.

Neil (Tex) Houston: Neil recently decided to rejoin the profession after
an absence ofabout four years since leaving the Service at the School of
Military Engineering, by accepting a position with Adelaide surveying
consultants, Alexander & Symonds.

George Timmins: George made a flying visit to Adelaide on a damp
Sunday early in September. Just to say g'day, browse through a couple
of shops and have a counter lunch at the Glenelg Grand, before heading
out again. At the time George and his mother were holidaying at his
sister's hacienda at Tailem bend, a mere 75 minutes along the Freeway
from Adelaide.



John and Pam Harrison: Seems like they are rarely at home these days,

@hide for atwo week holiday to visit family in

Brisbane. Would you need a map anymore John'

John Whitburn: John has now ful[y retired at the age of 57 yeals, due to

t11-h*1th, *rt"dtng a bung knee. bombining all the aches and pains has

meant that he now finds it u..y diffrcult to move around and apply

himself to a fulltime job.
John came into the Corps as aNational Serviceman with the rank of 2Lt'

Hdserved in Vietnam, S Sqn in Perth and 4 Sqn in Adelaide before

electing discharge in 1974 after 6 years. Joining the Australian Survey

OfficeJater RuSrrC, he remained there for almost 20 years before

deciding that private practice was the way to go. He entered into a

partnerihip with Fintona Pty Ltd, being a South Australian agent for 
-

iutap tnformation-Geographic Information Systems. On9 Year later he

tooi over Fintona, which hi managed for 10 years until his forced

retirement, followed by the sale to Tonkin Consulting'

Hope yowhealth impioves in retirement John, with the best of luck for

the future.

wally Mooney: Wally hasn't been heard from for some time, so I
th""ght tt ** ttme to check him out, a news item for his old mates. He

and Eileen have been in a retirement village for around six years now,

having a separate independent living unit, but a hostel and dependent

style iccommodatidn is also available in in the complex. Wally reckons

ir was the best move they could have made with no worries about

security, house maintenance or garden ohores, all maintained daily by

on-site staff. Wally retired from the work-force about eight years ago,

but ever since has been plagued with periods of illness, including bowel

cancer which fortunatety was controlled by surgery' This winter has not

been a good one so far,being in and out of hospital regularly, for

,.*ouul of kidney stones plus treatment for a lingering and obnoxious

rash which staffin the dermatology unit were unable to identiff or treat

piop.rty. By chance, a visiting specialist spottedyally's rash and

prescribed treatneni with ultra-violet light, *hi4 eventually cured the

problem after almost daily visits to the hospital for treatnent, over a

period of six weeks.
i{is son-in-law, Rocky Rugari (rememberRocky as aNational

l0



Sewiceman driver at Fortuna about 1970172) still operates his city

garage,but also recently acquired a new service station complete with

workshop and car-wash at Largs Bay.

Wally sounded much like his old self on the phone, so you can catch up

with him on

Llovd Patterson: Lloyd still lives in wodonga after many years in

.oia*t. tttere. Now retired, he is actively involved in welfare and TPI

matters with the local Vietnam Veterans group, as well as assisting in

the formation of a new political group-The Ex-Service, Service and

Veterans Party. Lloyd made a quick visit to Adelaide last November to

help the party establish in SA.

The new party is now organised to the extent of fielding three Senate

teams and candidates in five lower house seats. Hoping t-o do well in the

forthcoming elections of October 9, to ensure veteran entitlements are

not diminished.
Lloyd can be contacted as follows-
E-mail:
Phone: 

_

John Zuringer: John rang me recently to obtain Keith Barber's address

-nA titeptrone number, so I took the opportunity for a chat' Searching

through his shed for something else, John found a copy of the Adelaide

One Mile Series produced in 1937, something that Keith wanted for his

collection of Corps memorabilia. If you can remember back, Keith

canvassed for a copy of the map through a previous edition of our

newsletter. So now he might have one, in addition to what Peter Davis

provided earlier.
iohn works about 2 days each week operating a contract maintenance

and cleaning business, working mainly in schools and commercial

properties. Wttittt he hopes will give him time to attend university next

yrui for post $aduate studies in the control and management of drugs

and alcoirol abuse. His remaining spare time is used as a youth worker,

also the foster care of children in need of help and rehabilitation' I'm
very impressed John, so keep it up and good luck next year'


