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Newsletter No 34 April 2003
My apologies for the poor quality of the photocopying in some parts of
the Dec 02 newsletter, something beyond my control, but hopefi.rlly it
will not happen again.
My thanks to members who have helped out with news items, but I do
get desperate at times, so how about contributing something. A
pencilled note or a telephone call will suffice to let me know the
details.
Bob Skitch has sent me four previous copies of the Qld newsletter, so
I'm sure to exfiact items of interest for local readers. Thank you Bob.

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS .

First Friday Drinks
Still being held at the Old Queens Arms in Waymouth St., although a
decision to move to another waterhole is still being considered.
If in the vicinity about 5pm, take the opportunity to catch up on recent
events over a lemonade.

Anzac Day
This year the 25ft of April falls on a Friday, so start the long week-end
by turning up for a pleasant day.
Remember, all former members of the Corps are eligible to march in
the parade and are welcome to attend by the RSL, so please make the
effort to roll-up if able to. Our form-up point is still on North Tce.
just west ofPulteney St., by 9.15am.
Our reunion is again to be held at the Saracens Head Hotel as usual,
but a separate flyer will provide full details.

Corps Birthday Dinner
To be held in late June or early July, so mark the calendar now to keep
it in mind.
A separate mail out will advise all details nearer the time, so hopefully
there will be a good crowd.

Christmas Function Saturday 14 Dec. 02
Held at the Rob Roy Hotel at 7pm, starting with pre-dinner drinks in
the Saloon Bar before moving into the dining room, for the start of an
excellent tluee course dinner, certainly one of the better spreads we
have had at that pub.



with 18 attending, we were down to about half our usual number,but
this seemed to spark a more relaxed level of conversation, with fewer
people to mingle amongst. Just one of those nights, with so many
other social activities being held before Xmas, borne out by 2b
apologies being received.
Formalities were at a minimum, as I welcomed all present and wished
them a Merry Chrisfmas and Happy New Year, on behalf of the
committee. The list of apologies was also read out.
A happy touch to the occasion occurred when everyone sang Happy
Birthday to Janine coletti, to mark her 50m birthday. congratutations
Janine. we also had with us George Timmins from swin Hill and
Mick Davey from Bendigo.
About 1lpm, everyone adjourned to the tables out front to enjoy the
balmy night, just as Lorraine and Ken Talbot-smith anived from
another function. The first to drift away left about 1 1.30pm, followed
by rounds of last drinks, with the last round at aboui 1.30am just
before the lights were turned off.
A very pleasant and enjoyable night thus ended.

Another Waterhole
Regarding the possible move to another hotel for l't Friday Drinks, I
received a note from Gordon Santos suggesting the 'Angas on Angas
st.' might be a suitable venue. Not all that far from our present place,
being in Angas St. just before Frome St., but it is away from thcmain
traffic flow, with pl.enty of parking space, and fairly quiet.
Thanks for the info Gordon, we hope to check it out soon.

MINIATURE ASSOCIATION BADGES
The badge is a combination of former survey corps badges, designed I
understand by the Ex-Fortuna survey Association, with 100 produced
for the Back to Bendigo Bash and another 100 for the book launch of
the Mapmakers of Fortuna, held recently.
All badges have been sold. A few of our members have indicated
they would like one, so I contacted secretary Garry warnest, who
informed me that there is a chance of another batch being made later.



The PNG Defence Force 50ft Anniversary Medal
Mention was made in our December 02 newsletter of this medal and
several members notified me that they were interested, having served
in PNG.
The medal was introduced by the PNG Govemment in 1996 tq
commemorate the end of ww2 in 1946, in recognition of servicenren
who had served in PNG.
From what I can ascertain, eligibility includes those who served at any
time prior to 1946, and after, during the 50 year period.
The medal is not a regular service issue, such as awards issued by the
Australian Government for proclaimed military service, where the
recipient's name and regimental number is stamped into the rim of the
medal. That is not the case with the above medal.
It is available from Christies in Sydney, at a cost of $45.60 plus
registered mail of $10.45, although several can be sent in the same
package for about the same cost.
Christies will sell the medal to ex-servicemen, providing eligibility is
verified by letter sent under our Association letterhead. If anyone is
still interested, contact Alex Munro on telephone 82777074 to
coordinate details.

Map Makers of Fortuna
Book Launch of the History of the Arm:r Survey Regiment.
Written by Valerie Lovejoy, the book was launched before a packed
gallering at a civic reception, in the old Bendigo Town Hall, on Friday
28fr March 03.
The interior of the building has been completely renovated, and was
only opened to the public a few days before. The renovations have
restored the interior to reflect the mid 19e century architecture, but
using current materials and practices, retaining the former victoriana
ambience. Very well done I thought, probably costing a mint, but
worth it.
Don Swiney set the proceedings going soon after 5pm. Fint to
speak was the Mayor of Bendigo, resplendent in her mayoral robes,
talking of the contributions made by the regiment to the city, over the
years.



Book Launch
The next speaker was clem Sargent, who reminisced on activities
within the corps during the Fortuna period, including many humorous
anecdotes. valerie Lovejoy then spoke at length of the problems
encountered,of the people involved, of the characters met and the
people interviewed, during the years of research and toil while writing
the history.
Both Clem and Valerie spoke very weil, easily holding the attention of
the gathering. The history committee were also on hand to distribute
copies to anyone who had pre-ordered.

After the launch quite a few retired across the road to the old
Metropolitan Hotel for drinks before the dinner. The old Met has
been tumed into an Irish pub, and very congenial too, with a new name
I cannot recall.
The post launch dinner was held at the All Seasons International Hotel
on Mclvor Rd. from 7.30pm on, with over 200 attending.
Formalities for the occasion were kept to a minimum, the main items
being the reading of apologies received and a speech by Gordon
Lowrie in recognition of the service rendered by the civilian staff at
Fortuna over the years, naming notables like Eddie Esposito,Tom
Chisholm and many others.
After the formalities most people began to mingle, and I make mention
of Barry Lutwyche, John Bullen, Clem Sargent, John Hogan, Alex
Cairney, Don Ridge, Fred Smalley and many others I chatted to.
I also met Brett and Jim Christie, who attended in place of their dad
Dave, who died foui weeks previously.
The dinner ended a very successful history launch.
On the next day a BBQ function was held at the Eaglehawk RSL
starting at mid-day, beinga casual affair with no formalities, allowing
the large crowd present just to mingle and enjoy themselves.
over from Adelaide for the weekend I saw Ken Jeffery, Brett
Knuckey, stevo Hinic and Pauline Mannix, Alex czornohalan( he and

I drovg over together) and Frank and Naomi Bryant,hopefully not
forgetting anyone.
Alex and I left Bendigo early sunday morning, to drive back to
Adelaide, leaving the freeway at Glen osmond and into Glen osmond
Rd. at 1.45pm local time, ending a good fiip and an enjoyable
weekend.



PEOPLE NEWS

Pam and John Harrison
Wandering the King's Highway seems to be the big in thing in the

Harrison Household over the last few months. They left Adelaide

last July 02 and headed for Darwin, in company with several friends,

doing the tourist bit through Alice Springs and all places enroute until
aniving in Darwin.
John was then fully occupied for the next several days, as the convener

of the 26ft National Surveying Conference and AGM of the lnstitution
of Engineering and Mining Suweyors, Australia, tending to the routine
administration, while also attending the daily sessions and organising
social activities.
On conclusion of the conference, John and Pam had planned returning
to Adelaide via Western Australia.
Leaving Darwin they travelled south to Katherine, visiting the local
atfactions along the way, before turning west to Kununurra, Derby,
Broome and Pt. Hedland, naturally taking time to admire the local
scenery.
Arriving in Newman, they spent a few days with their son Adam, who

works locally as a diesel mechanic in the mining indusfy earning

mega bucks, but spending most of it to maintain a reasonable lifestyle.
From Newman they next travelled a few inland roads to bring them out
at Kalgoorlie on the main east-west highway. Crossing the Nullabor
was the next stage, back into SA and the final run home.

Not content to stay at home, they again set off in January 03, this time
travelling up the east coast. Touring Victoria first, next stop was

Canberra to see Geoff Larkin, then on through NSW visiting friends,

before QLD and finally Brisbane. Visiting Peter and Barbara Bates-

Brownsword they also met up withBob Skitch and Stan Campbell.

John and Pam then moved on to Yarraman to visit Dick Small, before
a trip to Mt Mellum to stay with Steve Rose. The next stop was
Rockhampton to see Bryan wilson and Grant small and to end their

northward travels. While in QLD John was able to chat to Charlie

Kovacs by phone, and going well according to John although charlie
is now 76 years olo. The trip back to Adelaide was a bit shorter no

doubt, but no less scenic. The Travelling Duo indeed.



PEOPLE NEWS

Laurie Suffon
Laurie and Pam went on a long overdue holiday to the Gold coast just
ov_er a month ago. Soon after arrival he received a phone call from
Adelaide, to say that a water main had burst outside his printing firm
and that the premises were flooded.
His staff were able to managethe damage control required, so with the
damage done and nothing he could do about it, he and pam decided to
stay in QLD. for the remainder of their holiday.
carpets had to be lifted, office files and repromat had to be sorted out
Tg ^q"-d, 

altogether one big mess. ihe d*muge bill was over
$30,000 but fortunately it was covered by insurance.

Desi Asaris
I reported in our July 02 newsletter that Desi worked two days each
week at Lands Dept, Netley, and the remainder of the week as an
Aromatherapist. I was wrong on two counts. what was formerly
lundr Dept. now comes under the banner of the Dept. of Environmeni
but old habits die hard. Also, she works as a Natural rherapist,
lrhich is very much different from an Aromatherapist. Apologies
Desi.

Evan Giri

lwakins to Evan at the book launch, he mentioned that he now enjoys
fairly good health, following heart surgery of some time back, uuitas
to watch things a bit. He assured me that his days as an axeman at
wood chopping events are definitely over.

Peter Cates
I chatted with Peter and cheryl at the launch, both looking very well
and still living in canberra. They have bought a house at pt.
Adelaide, and intend retuming to sA.to live, probably next year.

Frank Bryant
I saw Frank and Naomi in Bendigo, but not rong enough for a chat.
They have retumed to Adelaide to rive as I understani, after a year or
so in Bendigo.

I

I



PEOPLE NEWS

Paul Hopes
Paul has left the Brisbane City Council where he worked as a G.I.
Systems officer, and has moved to Bendigo. He has sold his house
at Michelton and moved his family to Bendigo also. Paul started
work in February 03 at DIGO (Defence Imagery & Geospatial
Organisation) at Fortuna, as a Supervisor Cell Manager TO4.
His wife Chris is from Bendigo so it is a win-win situation. They are
cunently renting a house at Strathdale, with the intention of buying a
property later,

Brian Mead
Brian replaced Phil Bray as secretary of the W.A. Survey Association
almost a year ago . He sent me a letter in January 03, detailing his
activities since leaving Fortuna on posting to 5 Fd Svy Sqn in Perth.
He and Annette have now lived in Perth for fifteen years, so are firmly
entrenched never to leave, as daughter Melisa is married with t\iio
children and son Mathew is running his own pazabusiness.
Brian obtained a degree in Computer Science in 1992, starting part-
time while with 5 Fd Sqn. Since leaving the service he has worked
for a firm of mapping consultants-Survey Graphics-mainly on
photogrammetric projects, mapping for the mining industry and
particularly for Blue Gum plantation investments.
Now 55 years old, his plans for future retirement are well in hand.
Thanks for the letter Brian, which I'11 pass around to acquaintances.

Gordon Lowrie
Gordan looked very well when I chatted to him in Bendigo,
considering the medical problems he has suffered in the last two years.
The former grey curly hairdo is getting close to white, but othenvisb
he reckons he feels fine, although he has to watch his diet and boozs
intake daily plus a few pills.

George Timmins
saw George at the post launch BBQ on the saturday, and looks well,
so appears to have fully recovered from his operation last year.
He is also considering another visit to one of our social functions, no
doubt with Mick Davey as co-driver.



PEOPLE NEWS

Gordon Haswell
Gordon's apology for not attending the book launch dinner was read
out during the evening, to say he had gone to eueensland for his son,swedding. 'Little Gordon' was born about l97l after Gordon
returned from vietnam. It does not seem thirty odd years since he
was first seen in the Q store at Fortuna on the knee of hii proud dad.
Time flies when you're having fun.

Ray Sargeant
Ray suffered a stroke just before christmas 02, in hometown perth,
followed by another not long after, losing his ability to speak and the
use of his right arm. He has since regained his speech und th, use of
his arm, but is still undergoing corrective therapy.
Medical opinion is unsure as to what caused the stroke, given his good
fitness level, but the chances ofa full recovery are very good.
We all wish you the best of luck Ray.

John Scharber
Talking to John just before last christmas, he mentioned that he and
J.oarye had just returned from a trip to the u.K., visiting their
daughter, who has lived there for over 11 months now.
John was glad to return home when discussing comparative costs
overseas, for examt'le he paid A$7 for a schooner oru."i in Singapore.

John Hogan
I sat next to John at thp book launch dinner and he seemed in good
spirits, passing on his regards to old friends in Adelaide.
He mentioned. a special hullo to Bill Love, and would you please
return all the cigarettes borrowed during bush trips in the N.T.

j
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Peter Demaine
Peter also attended the book launch and looked r.veil, as lean and
athletic as ever. He paid an advance subscription and is now on the
mailing list for our newsletter. Peter lives in Bywong, NSw., but I did
not get around to asking him what he does these days.

AIex Cairney
Alex visited Melboume last october to attend the confenal of a phD in
engineering on his daughter Julie. I doubt if there was ever a prouder
Dad than Alex.

Brett Knuckey
Brett was at the book launch, over from Adelaide.
He had a lucky escape with cancer last year, if I canput it that way.
one of Brett's friends was suffering with prostate cancer,and not at all
well, but in a casual conversation with Brett, suggested that he should
have a blood test as a routine precaution against cancer.
Brett had the blood test, and bingo, he also had prostate cancer at a
fairly advanced level. He underwent radiotherapy in Adelaide as well
as special therapy in Melbourne, and is now considered clear of the
disease except that he must have regular tests.
Brett wonders at what might have happened had he not spoken to his
friend.

George Graham
George had heart surgery in Melbourne a few months ago,but using
the alternate method of inserting a clever device into the arteries, to
unclog the inner wall lining, being much less invasive and easier on
the patient. It must have done the trick, because George looked well
attending the book launch, as did Pat also.

John Bullen
still living in canbena in retirement, John passed on his regards to
friends in Adelaide.

Alan Brown
Alan and Freda are still living a healthy lifestyle in Bendigo.
He has a managerial position with a government departirent, looking
after the administration of state housing in central victoria.



VALE

oave clristie Dave died in a Melbourne hospital on Tuesday 25ft
February 03, at the age of 73yrs. Although ;ff.rG from cancer
and still undergoing treatment at the time, his d.uth *ur"not attributed
gntirely to this and was unexpected.
Bom in the u.K., Dave's migration to Australia was due largely to his
military service. H9 was originaily in the British Army as a
National serviceman, serving in the Middie East, lut roiro*ing ihat he
enlisted in the Australian Regular Army during a recruiting drive in
London. sent to sydney, he was posted out to Korea the day after
arrival, to serve in a mortar company. Returning later to
.A.ptralia he was posted to the Map Depot in Melbourne,where he
j-"jrya the survey corps, serving tor 2i years before retiring as ayO? Pdng his Corps time he served in tFd and 2Fd Svy Sqn,
the Survey Regiment and one year in Vietram.
Dave was always inclined to sporting activities and successfully ran in
marathon events, so probably due to his fitness level, his overall
physical condition did not fall away. Even a few short days before
his death , he was busily engaged under his house putting in llectrical
wiring for a new air conditioner.

??* was a proud family man, with three sons, two daughters and
thirteen grand children, so will be sadly missed and our condolences
are extended to them and his wife Beverly.

"

Eenara-watson _!erni9 died peacefully in the Resthaven Nursing
Home at Mtcham on Thursday 3'd April 03, aged g6 years.
He was originally from Melbourne, ioming to eaetiia. *itt his wife
not long after ww2, to settle and raise a family. He was self
..*pJoy.d for many years, operating a sma[ printin! firm-wattle press
-in the city.

4t 1 boy he suffered from polio, but was able to overcome his
disability, later becoming a firsi class runner with a Melbourne haniers
club, something he was proud to achieve.
During his medical examination to enlist in the Army about 1940, he
was rejected with flat feet and therefore unfit for service, until he
explained to the Medical officer that the previous day he had come in
at the head of a large field of harriers,



completing a cross-country run of several miles. During his initial
training, his unit was honoured with the Freedom of Entry to the City
of Bendigo, having marched over from Puckapunyal the previous day.

Bernie served in the 2/1't Topographical Survey Company in the

Middle East, later at Hollandia in the former Dutch New Guinea and at
Morotai.
While driving his car last December, he was involved in an accident

with another vehicle, which shook him up a great deal and ended his

driving days. That was followed some time later with an injury after
a fall at his home unit, which combined with a resurgence of his cancer
problems, meant that he could no longer fend for himself, so entered
the nursing home only a few weeks ago.

He regularly attended our Anzac Day gatherings,and being a keen
photographer always arranged photographs ,both during the march and
afterwards at the reunion. Bernie was also a very supportive RSL
member.
A funeral service was held in the Malvern Uniting Church, being very
well attended by his many friends,including Bob Love and myself.
I think all members will join with me in extending our condolences to
Bernie's family in their sad loss.

Brigadier Donald Macdonald AM.
Royal Australian Survey Corps 1936-1967.
Brigadier Donald Macdonald passed away peacefully in Sydney on the
8ft February 2003,just seven weeks short of his 93'o birthday.
Don was born at Tiaralgon in Gippsland on22"d March 1910 and grew

up in the region. He undertook articles as a surveyor on completion

of his education at St Patrick's College, Sale, passing the Victorian
Surveyors Board to become a Registered Surveyor in 1931.

He responded to an advertisement for surveyors to join the Australian
Survey Corps as topographers, so applied and was appointed a WO2
in the Permanent Military Forces, in January 1936. After initial
military and Corps training, he was posted to No 2 Svy Sect in
Victoria, there participating in the introduction of air photographs for
topographical mapping.



Commissioned in June 1939, he was promoted to Major in 1941, to
raise 4 Fd svy coy in western Australia, then transfened in 1942 as
OC 3 Fd Svy Coy in Victoria. In January 1943 Don was appointed
AD Svy at HQ First Aust Army at Toowoomba, then in 1944 as Asst
Theatre Mapping officer of the Engineer Intelligence Division of the
offrce of the chief Engineer sw Pacific Area, including service in
the Philippines. In recognition of his war service Don Macdonald was
Mentioned in Despatches and awarded the United States Medal of
Freedom with Bronze Palm.
In the post-war Army he became AD Svy AHQ in September.1945.
On the retirement of Col. Lawrence Fitzgerald, Don was promoted to
Colonel, D Mil Svy at Army HQ.
During his time as D Mil Svy the Corps was heavily involved in the
completion of the 1.250 000 map coverage of Australia and the
following 1.100 000 mapping of Australia and PNG. It was a period
of great expansion and technical change, including the raising of i
Topo Svy Tp of which A Sect was to serve in Vietnam.
colonel Macdonald ably represented Australia at conferences of
Commonwealth Survey Officers and Military Survey Conferences in
the UK, also meetings of the Geographic Committee of SEATO.
He was promoted Brigadier on his retirement in March 1967 and was
appointed as the first Colonel Commandant of the Corps later in the
year, holding the position until 1973.
Following his retiEement from the Army he accepted a position as
Executive Officer to the Commonwealth Surveyor-General in the
Australian Survey Office in Canberra, until 1975.
As a member of the Institute of Surveyors, he was president of the
victorian Division in 1953, President of the canberra Division in
1965, National President inl967 and received the Medal of the
Institute of surveyors Australia in 1972. In 1978 he was appointed a
Member in the General Division of the Order of Australia, for his
exceptional service to land surveying.
Don Macdonald was a gregarious and happy man and will be sadry
missed by all who knew him and served with him.
A Requiem Ma.ss was held for Don at the Sacred Heart Church,
Mosman, on 13ft February2OO3, followed by burial at North Sydney
Cemetery beside his beloved wife, Lucy.
My thanks to Clem Sargent



BOOK LAT]NCH WEEKEND

Garry Wamest kindly sent me the following list of people who
attended the various function venues, but cannot vouch for total
accuracy, although he is fairly sure it is complete.

Name Surname
Avis Anderson
Les Anderson
Bob/Dianne Aulsebrook
Peter/Pauleen Barrett
DicUMarv Barwald
Peter/Barlrara Bates-Brownsword
lan/Pat Belmont
Dot Bennallack
Peter/Marq Biorac
Kevin Boehm
Rosemary Bowman
BilliAnn Bovd
Wendv Brennan
Allan Brown
Robert Bruce
Frank/Naomi Brvant
Johnf/vonne Bullen
Greo/Ruth Byers
Mick/Susan Byme
Alex Cairney
DouoiChris Carswell
Chris/Janette Carter
Peter/Chervl Cates
Judith/Jack Charlton
Bev Christie
Brett Christie
Peg Clark
Colin/Lonaine Clarke
Bruce Cockburn
Yvonne Cocker
Fred Cowie
Robert Cox
ColinlMazz Cuskelly
Alex Czornohalan
Dickson/Joan Daloleish
Mick/Lonaine Davev
Alex/Kath Deorauw
Peter Demaine
Mick/Rhonda Demoster
Alan Derbv
Warren Driscoll
Pat Drurv
Chris Edwards

errv/Julie Edwards
onv Ellem

Pat Fisk
Marqaret Flvnn
MicUCarol Flynn
Bill/Shirlev Friswell
Rowan/Kath Gillies
Evan Giri
PaUGeorue Graham
Rooer/Pat Green
Bruce/Pat Hammond
Alldn/Linda Hancox

Name Sumame
GordonlDorothv Harland
Peter/Jill Hamrp
Sue Hauqhton
Bev/Peter Heddles
Ganan/June Hiil
Stevo/Pau line(Mannix) Hinic
Darvl Hockinos
John Hoqan
[Iick Hogan
Paul Hopes
Peter lmeson
Richard Jackson-Hope
Biil Jeffrey
Ken Jeffrey
Rob/Kate John
Bilt Jones
Rob Jones
Janet Justin
John Kav
Pro Vice Chancellor Les Killmartin
Dave Kinq
Brett Knuckev
Dennis/Chervl Learmonth
James Lerk
Val/Colin&familv Loveiov
Gordon/La urene (Kitch) Lowery
Barrv Lutwyche
Ken Maes
Harold Mai
Bob/Pam Mason

Pat McConnachie
Peter McCurdv
Brenton McDonald
Rob/Tosha McHenrv
Brian McLachlan
Siqov Mehlino
Li Hua Meno

Dave Miles
Bronette Minelli
Rov Morqan
John Morhett
Alex Munro
David Murphy
Gavin Neilson
Fred/Karl Panknin
Ann Panis
Judith Pattison
Roqer/Debbie Pearson
John/Tracey Phillips
Fortuna Pioes & Drums
Peterlleslie Presser
Dennis/Marqaret Puniard
Andrew Quin
Don/Ruth Ridse
Val Roche



Name Surname
Brian/Maroaret Rogers
Bob/Kath Rooister
Janet Ross
Wavne/Karen Rothwell
Wes (WJ) Runtino
Adrian/Clare Rvnberk
Clem/Marqaret Sarqent
Lindsav/Kath Saunders
Neville Sherinsham
BobM/endy Skitch
Oswin Slade
Heather Slater
Phil/Donna Smallev
Ionv Spurlinq
Narelle/Geoffrev Stocks
Don/Glen Swiney
Stuart Symonds
lan/Marv-Ann Thiselton
Bob/Maroaret fhrower
Noel/Patricia ficehurst
Georqe Timmins
Peter/Sharon Treble
Jenny/lan Treyvaud
Marianne van der Zee
BreUJuana Van Leeuwin
Marilvn/lan Wallis
Garv/Judith & familv Wamesl
Graeme/Julie Wastell
James Welts
Darren Wilkinson
Jeff Willev
Rustv/Marv Williams
Tom/Carol Meridith Woolman
Rob/Ann Younq
fom Zentai
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