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A bit unforrunate I suppose,but better late than never,as this newsletter
was started in early April for distribution before Anzac Day,but due to
acquiring a bad dose of an upper respiratory infection and other
problems,I was unable to continue until reiently about eight weeks late.
AJso,four lettsrs went out without the draft instructions regarcling
Anzac Day details,and only discovered affer the bulk leftcr posting,bui
leaving no way of knowing who they went to,however,som" ,rrq.,i.irrg
phone calls in my <J.irection fixed the problem. My apologies.follis

NEWS ITEMS
I wish to thanli members who have phoned me to pass on items fbr
our newsletter. I sometimes mention the news source,but not alwavs.
however I am always grateful. George Ricketts was our local reponer
fossicking out news fbr a long time now,but is unable to do so in rhe
future,so we need a replacement. If you can help out give me a call on
8277 7a74 and discuss the matter. FIELP is sorel'n.id.d.

SOCIAL NE,WS
Remember our annual dinner to commemorate lhe birthdai' of rhe
Royal Australian survey corps. It is being held at the Rob Ror- Horel
same as last year,at 106 Flalifax st. ciry,on Friday the 3Oth.of June
2000- secretary Dave Irving scnt out details about tlrce wecks ago.so
if you have yet to reply yealnay,let him know soon. A tbw rate
acceptances are not a problem. At 7pm for 7.30pm it's one of the ferv
chances we have to up-date on olcl friendships.
Keep in mind our First Friday Drin16 held at the eueen's Arms Hotel
in wright st.after 5pm on the lirst Friday of eaoh month. Eight tumed
up earlier this month fbr a pleasant hour's chat,including parn and
Lauie sufton. Laurie gets a bit lonery,being the oniy litho printer to
have retired in Adelaide that I know of.
Mark up next year''s calendar for the week-end of 1st of Ju$ 2001.
The Ex-Forfuna survey Association is trying to plan a gala week-end
went for that date in Bendigo,to include a formJ d.inner on the
Saturday night and another function on the sunday,so plan ahead
now,although there will be more on this later.



CORPS HISTORY
'fhe Corps history is now in the fural stages. Dr.Clris Coultard-Clark
has completed his task of compiling the l'ristory and the final draft is
being prepared for printing. The expected price for a pre-publication
purchase is around $30 per copy,rising to about $50 when relea.sed for
public sale. Details regarding purchases by ex-survey mcmbers will be
passecl on,whcn announced from Canberra fairly soon.
I he:rd frorn Garry Warncst that the intenclcd release of the history is

next September,at a function to be held at the Corps Museum at
Moorebank,but I'm sure more information will be available soon.

REGIMENT HISTORY
Val Lovejoy has furished compiling the history,but in her atternpt to
include as much as possible,her final draft finished-up about twice as

long as that required for her thesis for a masters degree. She is now
working on the arduous task of editing the history so as to conform to
the requirements of her supervisor at the university invofued.
I've been told that the original version makes great readingand is the
one preferred for publication,containing a good mix of historical fact
and anecdotal fiction/fact,so I'm joining the queue right now for a
copy'
There is a problern though,in that the written history does not belong to
the Forhma organising group,and the right to publish must be bought
from the university concerned,as I understand. Life is not easy,you
know. The sum required is around $4000,so how about a few
donations from the local ex-Fofluna crowd,to help the show get started.
The address is-----Ex-Fortuna Survey Associatiog

PO Box 865,Bendigo,Vic 3552.
The treasurer is Doug Carswell,and it is hoped the history can be
printed and released at the intended Fortuna reunion weekend in 2001.

AUSTRALIAN SERVICE MEDAL 1945-75.
The move toward having survsy operations in South East Asia and in
the south wcst Pacific from i975 to1994,included in the eligibility
criteria for the medal have so far been unsuccessful. Entitlement also
enlails the receipt of veterans benefits,so worth thinking about. I beliwe
that another submission will be prcpared by Clem Sargent and Don
Swincy.



RA! PORT CROCK
For collectors of military port crocks,one was recently ...eated to

comrncmorate the demise of the School of Military Engineering at

Moorebank NSW,being incorporated into the Army Combat Arms
Training Cenhe at Puckapunyal Vic. SME was operational at

Moorebank from lst Sep.1939 until 10th Dec.1999
The crock was produced at Brown Bros Milawa Vineyards,filled with a

tawny portand is available from the RAE Corps Shop,Steele Barracks,
Moorebank Ave.,Moorebank NSW 2174. Telephone is 02 9600 4419.
The cost is S25 per croc( but I have no details about postage costs.

BENDIGO CENOTAPH
All members posted to Forfuna over the years would well remember the
Cenotaph,near the fountain in Bendigo. The famous memorial was

given to the city by the late Sir George Lansell ,knorvn as the Quartz
King and the builder of Fortuna. The memoriai has stood now for
around 100 years at the present location and over $400,000 has been

spent on repain in the last two years,but now the council have plaru to
relocate it to somewhere in Pall Mall,not far away but very expersive.
Bendigo RSL members are up in arms about the relocatioqbut rvhether

they have the clout to stop it is doubtful. Time will tell.

. FREEDO}VI OF TFIE CITY
Talking to Bernie Wutrybout Bendigo back in
l940,when the honour of Freedom of the Ciry of Bendigo was

bestowed upon the 2/1 Field Survey Cornpany. Bernie was a member
of the company,which was in training at Puckapunyal at the time,and
can remember the two day march to reach Bendigo and the stop to
smarten up a mile or fwo out before marching into the city with
bayonets fixed,etc,for the ceremony. The company probably rnarchecl

past the Cenotaph.
At the time in 1940 the company was under the RAE baruter,becoming
part of RASVY a short time later.
I dare say many members can recall the honour being given to the

Army Survey Regiment decades later on two occasions,under the

command of the late Bill Sprenger and later with Bob Skitch.



SECURITY AT FORTLINA
The old Picquet FIut of many memodes above the car park at Fortuna

is no more,after decades of Service tl-re only remirtder is the concrete

floor slab. A new Guard FIut was recently erected adjacent to the old

slab,at the side of the road in,complete with a boom-gate and cyclone

wirc fence sunounding the work areas. The days of walking straight in
are over,so phone ahead if visiting the place during work hours as some

sort of security is probably needed,although Sunday tours of the villa
are still held.

ANOT}IER DAY ANOI{E,R NAME
Fortuna now has another name. Known as ATSE or the Army
Topoglaphic Support Establishment until early this year,the new name

will last longer than the old,reflecting on the role of producing maps for
all three services,something that has been done at Foffuna for years in
any case. It is now known as DTA or the Defence Topographic
Agency.

TIPGRADE AT ENOGGERA
Heard from Barry Lutwyche that the building occupied by I Topo Sry
Sqn at Enoggera Baracks,has been extended and refurbished at a cost

of several million dollars and now includes both secret and top secret

areas,involving what I know not. The facility was opened last May.

LAST FRIDAY DRINKS IN BENDIGO
Ex-Forhrna members meet for drinks and a chat on the last Friday of
each month at the RSL Club about 5pm. The club is sinrated in Havilah
Rd.at Nth. Bendigo,near the shorvgrounds.The function used to be held

in the old OR's boozer at Forfuna,but why the change I know not.

All ex-svy visitols to Bendigo arc most welcotne to attend.

As a matter of interest and wonder,Greg Francis-Wright is the honorary

treasurer,steve Burke is president and Bob Bogumil is on committee,of
the club. Looks like a takeover.



PEOPLE NEWS
Butch Winterflood
Not heard of for nuny years,Butch now operates a courier service on

Bridie Is.Qld.,and previously managed a hotel somewhere,according to
Barry Lutwyche.
Graham Dowd
Graham is now a retired pensioner living the good life on Bridie Is.,says

Bill Griggs who paid a visit while in Queensland a few months ago.

Terry Lord
Now back in the ARA as a major,stationed at Puckapunyal,with the
position of SO2 Cornbat Engineem,whatever that entails. Terry held
the position of training officer with lhe Bendigo Fire Service,previously.
Garry Warnest met up with Teny at a dinner firnction recently at

Puckapunyalto catch up on some news.
Barr-y Lutw.yche
Barry has recently bought into zur icecream sales business with a set

round of shops to take care o{on a regular basis. He reckons it's a bit
too regular,being a six day week driving around Brisbane,but hopes to
employ a driver to take care of one day each week.

George Ricketts

George is still recovering slowly after his stroke,but often wishes things

would speed up a bit,although he is doing fairly well overall. His eyes

are still a problem,able to watch TV well enough but not yet a

newspaper. He participated in the Anzac Day March in a

wheelchair,pushed. along by Bill I-ove,afier rvhich he attended our
reunion for a chat and a beer,before being driven home.
John Scharber
John and Joanne returned home in early May ,after a five week visit to
the U.K. John reckons the bank account is pretly low now,but who
cares,it's only money.
George Timmins
George has been holidaying with his mother for the last three or four
rveeks,travelling by his Prado 4WD from home-base Swan Hill to the

Top En(visiting Darwin,Kakadqetc,tlten on through Qld before

returning home. Last Easter George went fishing about sixly

kms.the other side of Wilcannia,with some success. i-lis party caught a

goocl swag of fish,i-ncluding eight tnuray cod arountl B-l0lbs and one

32 pounder. Not bad at all.



PEOPLI] NEWS
Anlhony Stephens

Anthony is still in the business of sellfurg and producing maps.
The sales side is thlough his shop in Peel St. City,and the procluction of
mapping that he is commissionecl to do is carried out in a work area
above the shop,aptly named T'he Map Shop. FIis client base varies
between private companies and organisations to State and Local
Government agencies. Last year Anthony was proud to receive two
awards for the excellence of thematic mapping he produced,in
competition against other cartographers from the whole of Australasia.
The Map Shop carries an extremely varied lange of rnapping,claimed to
be the best in Australia,and I remember when buying a road and
locality atlas of the entire UK,another customer purchased maps
covering Japan pending a trip thoro. Well worth a visit.
John Hook
John gave everyone a pleasant surprise when he furned up at our
reunion on Anzac f)ay. He has now retired and lives in Brisbane,but
was in Adelaide for a few days to visit his son who lives herc.
Blue Blaskett
Blue and Irene now live a life of licsure in retirement in Caloundra Qld,
with plenty of fishing to fill out the days.
Bob Love
Bob was in hospital for five days in early May,to undergo prostate

surgery. I'm glad to report all went well and he has made a full
rocovery.
John Nathan
Jolur wout to Sydney at the end of April to run in an <llympic trials
marathon. Seems a long way to go fbl punishment. He mentioned the
diet and training involved,which would certainly be a big no-no for me.
Well done John and keep it up.
Ian Thomson
Congrafulations are in order for Ian and Clarita,as they were married on
28th January this year'. Ian hoped to tie the knot on 28th Decernber,but
didn't take into consideration the thirfy day wait required by law,after
matriing the initial application. He has sold his hoiue in Irurisfail and
both now livc at

Dick Sntall
Dick lives at Yarraman Qld,according to Ian,operating as a produce
agent selling agricultural goods. Dick came down from Qld to attend
the farewell party when 4 Fd Sw disbanded in 1995.

^' Gympie Qld 4570, phone



ANZAC DAY 2OOO

The March
The weather was again kind to us,being sunny and mild,with no rain
on the day for about four years now,thank goodness and touch wood.
The roll-up was fairly good,with 2l members forming up to march
from our point on North Terrace just west of Pulteney St.,although a
few more would have been better,so bear in mind fbr next year.
George Ricketts was able to attend using a wheelchair and pat cox was
there after an absence with ill-health but still not the best. It was a fir.st
time for JeffFord and hopefully not the last.
Bob Love led our group this year in lieu of George and Cameron
Griggs on leave from his unit in Townwille carried our banner,at short
notice,in place of John wicker who had a shocking cold. peter Davis
carried the corps identity disc,as the usual school cadets were a bit
scarce. The group photo taken by Bernie watson after the rnarch is
available thru me on8277 7074.
The Reunion
Held at the Saraccns I'Iead Hotel,Carrington St.,Ciry,from micl-day on.
suitable pubs at a reasonably central location are not too plentifirl on
Anzac Day,but this one fitted our needs. About Zg members
attended,but I was unable to record all names,so my apologies to anyone
I have not mentioned. The booze prices were usual and a very good
lunch rvas providerl at reasonable cost in the dining room. 'I-he pub's
decor rvas bright -and pleasanlproviding a relaxing atmosphere for a
drink and to catch up on news. A face out of the blue was John
Flook,who was visiting Adelaide at the time. Another visitor for the day
was Laurie coley,an ex-serviceman visiting Aushalia from south Africa
and brought along by Bob Love. A few had to leave early ,like George
Ricketts and Peter Davis, but most remained for thc short AGM just
affer 2pm,held in a small conference room provided by the pub. We all
squeezed in fairly well, but the photo taken by Bernie af'terwards was
dilficult to do,as some mombcrs rvere obstructed or unable to fit in the
fi'ame. Prints are available if you contact me on 8277 7074.
Later in the day, I left just after 4pm,leaving about six or so still at the
bar,ending a pleasant day.



AGM ANZAC p4Y20ag
The following is a brief summary of the meeting,held at the Saracens

Head Hotel.
Apologies were received from Colin van Senden,JimDunn,Gus
Trueman,Dave Collins and George Rickefts. I'm unable to recall one
or two others.
The president welcomed to the meeting John i-Iook visiting from Brisbane
and Laurie Coley from South Africa.
During Business Arisingit was repofied that the original plaque placed
on the old 4 Field Survey building when opened by Gen. Brogan,has
been renovated thru defence resources,and reinstalled in the renovated
entrance foyer to the buildingnow occupicd by HQ 9 Brigade. It can
be sighted anytime during normal working houis.
Items of General Business wcre:
It was approved that a donation of $20 be donated arurually to support
fte RSL Anzac Day Appeal.
It was decided to hold our corps birthday dinner at the Rob Roy I{otei
on Friday 30th June 00.

' ft lvas decided to renovate our barner,with an estimate of costs to be

obtained first.
Thc availability of the Sergeants'Mess at Keswick was to be checked
ouqwith the intention of holding Association functions there.
Association fiurds available at the 24th Apdl 00 were $606.10 in the
gcncral fund and S335.16 in the history fund.
With the position of Asst.Secretary/Treasruer bcing vacanfBob Mills
was nominated and elected to the position,with the usual unanimous
clamour l}om lhose members not nominated.
Annual subscriptions remain at $10,so please pay up and make our
treasurer a happy man. If in doubt give Dave a ring after working
hours on his home nurnber of

BOOK LALINCII
I attcnded the launch of John Showers book Rcturn To Roxby Downs
at Dymocks Bookshop in Rundle St.,last January. With about lhirty
others,I enjoyed the first class nibbles and wine provided,and also had
thc plcasure of rnceting Jo Showers,John's wife,as well as Robyn
Patrick and Anne Beaclcll. fhe first segment of the book relates the
exploits of a Survoy Corps party mapping around Roxby Downs in
1949,mentioning I-en Readell,Frank Cohen,John and many others.The
anecdotes raisc a chucklc or hvo,making a good story and casy to read.
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BELOW Chatting before the parade are Bob Love,Bob Cooper and
George Ricketts [seated in wheelchair].
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ABOVE Group photo after the parade L to R. Bernie rvatson,Bill
Love,Cameron Griggs,John Whitburn,Dave Coilins,Bill Griggs,peter
Elverd,Mari Coletti,Jeff Ford,George Rickstts,John I-Iarrison,Botr
Love, Stwo Hinic,Bob Cooper, Pat Cox,Peter l)avis, Alex Muru.o, David
Bowyer,Bob Griffin,Ilob Mills and Alex Czornohalen



BELOW Waiting to form-up for the parade are Peter Elvcrd,Dave
Collins,Peter Davis,John Whitburn and John Harrison.
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ABovE AGM Anzac Day. Sifting L to R. Bernie Watson,John
Nailran, S tevo Hinic, Mick HorsoqB ob C ooper, John Wicker, Dave
Iruing and Bill Love,both obscuredBob Griffin,Alex Munro,Alex
Czomohalan,Bob Love,Laurie Coley[visitor],pat Cox and John
Flanison. Slanding L to R. John Jones,Max Coletti,peter
Hammer,Peter Elvcrd,Bill Griggs,Bob Mills and Bob Dikkenberg.
Not sh<xvn in the photo tvere John Hook,Cameron Griggs,JeffFord
and Steve MoGuiness.



The Episode with wooden barse - Rose River 1959

Prologuc:

Cpl. Vincent Sutherland and myself - Cpl. Stephen Rosc - rvere at Elalconbe on a Scrgcants
coursc whcn the field paAy dcpaAcd Adclaidc for the arurual ficld season in Arnhcm Land.
On retum to Adelaide uc llerv up to Katherine, larding at l'indal acrodrorne and thcn had to
hitch a ridc thc l4 milcs or so into Kathcrinc and then dou'n to thc 'lorv levcl' bridge where
the Survcy Ilcgirncnt had o basc carnp. Ilcrc wc collcctcd a Landrovcr, widrout a canopy aud
both side doors rcmovcd, for a vcry dusty 180-mile trip to Mainoru station whcrc our main
base camp *as situatcd. Sometinre latcr (l ciur not remember rvhether it was the next day, by
Corurellan's weckly planc or thc charter plane being uscd by thc held party) I flerv doun to
Rose I{iver tojoin thc party rcsponsiblc for thc coastai'lclluromctcr traversc along the coast

ofArnhern Land

The story:

Exploration, from Rose River, to find a rvay along the coast, both south and north, showcd
that the usc ofvehicles rvas going to be irnpracticable due to dcep coastal creeks and rivers,
that could only bc lorded at rock bars rnany miles inland or vast plains subjcct to flooding and
hence bogging. Earlier in May while our Major was visiting us, at Rose River rnission, he
sawrvhat appeared to be a dcrelict landing barge in the mangroves near the mission. From
thc Ccssna the barge looked suitablc for our rvork - a solution to the problems. So it rvas

inspected at low tide and appcarcd to be capable ofcarrying a Jeep or cargo ofabout 25 c*'t.
It tumed out to be in a state of disrepair as all the iron fittings had rusted away and the ramp
rvinches had turned into iumps olrvhite aiuminum salts.

Wrile the tedious business of negotiations for sale or hire was taliing place, over a period of
wceks, we in the mean time clearcd a path through the mangroves and the barge was moved
around to it on high tide before it filled with water. Four long timbers for a nerv jetty were
borrorved for a ramp and the rvinch ol the GMC 6x6 truck pulled the barge up on to it. -lhe

cnds wcrc jacked up and placcd on 44-gallon dnuns so 0re rarnp could be rcmovcd artd we
could work on repairing thc damagc to the hull.

There was 3 ilches of foul smelling goo€y mangrove mud inside the hull to be removed
bclore the bottom could be repaired. lhis was scraped into baking dishes and slid along to
thc hatch, Urough a maze ofcross braces ancl uprigits, rvhcre it was lifted up to anothcr
person who emptied it ovcr the side. When the banraclcs u'ere removed frorn the outside, it
was lound that the bottorn had sp+urg - (detached liorn the sides and pushed in) - about two
inches at the lorvest point, duc to the barge having sat on the sand for about two years.

This was rcpaircd using bolts and the rvooden bottom was pulled dorvn to its original
position. Thc lramework had one big wcakress - it didn't brace the bottom to the sides, only
to deck rvhich in tum held the sides. As there was no rvay olpulling the sides in, mainly
tlrrough our lack olsuitable equipment and rnaterial, there rvas a gap bctrveen the planks
attachcd to thc sides and along the edgc ofthe pulled down bottom planks. The entirc huil
rvas caulked and puttied, a 2-inch scrni-rotary pump placed mid-ship at the decpest part of the
hull and everydring was ready lor laurching.

44-gallon drums wcre placed along the outsidc edges to act as rollers, but the 3-ton barge
would not movc. So a cablc was nm arourd thc barge and back to the GMC, while one olthe
ramp tirnbers rvas placcd bctwcen the lront olthe barge and truck burnper. l1lc truck tiren
pushed the barge. Four of thc party nroved drums lrom the rear to the advancing end as the

barge movc ovcr thern. Othcrs u'erc putting four- loot lengths of 2" pipe (refcrencc mruks)



The Episode with wooden barse - Rose River 1959

beneath the lront wheels of the truck as it moved across the mud, pulling them out as soon as

the wheels had passed over tlem. At last it floated; there were several fountains inside the
barge where the caulking had sprung out in the % inch gap. Quickly this rvas knocked back
in nnd the barge lashed to Ure old rickety jetty, in a couple ol leet of water. For a couple ol
days the hull had to be pumpcd out daily until the caulking swelled and the intake olwater
was only a lew gallons a day - nainly through little holes made by mangrove worms (too
srnall and nurerous to plug).

As we waited lor rtews olthe outboard rnotors corning up lronr 'dou.n south', a Jeep was
loaded on the barge lor testing and the barge rvas then moved back to thejetty. The next day
a native, from the mission, carre to our calnp at the airstrip, about I% miles arvay lrom the
jetty, to tell us that tlre barge had sunk. So we all crowded in the Laldrover and tore down to
the jetty; otrr luck was out as it u,ns too true. As it rvas high tide the water was just up to
axles of thc Jecp. Our Sergcant. puricked and instructed us to bail out lhe hull although it
was ttnderwater with a 3Yz x2%-lool open hatch ald a 2-inch open hole rvhere the outlet of
the old pump had been. The lront ramp was only slats o[u,ood with open sections and the
deck scuppers were also under water.

It appears ftat as lhe last high tide went out it held the side ol the barge up on the bracing
timber o[ the jetty while the other sarrk on to the sand. As the new tide carne in, it was able
to enter tluough Ure hatch filling the barge before it could float. The barge then slipped off
the bracing and wns left balurcing on tile edge o[ the rnain channel, only the ropes to the jetty
prcventing it slipping into deep water.

John l-larrisort nnd I lrad to lcavc then to go to Roper lliver lnission I 20 milcs away. The track
had been forced through the bush a lew weeks earlier by our group with three vehicles and a
native guide, taking 4 days due to the bogging ofthe truck on nurerous salt arm crossings.
we took the Landrover and trailer, with rope and pulleys in case of bogging. llalt the joumey
was done betore nightfall; driving into ure sun had slorved us dorvn as in the glare we kept
losing the lrack. Wren the trailer overturned, we decided to camp for the night as we had a

radio schedule soon. A tree tnurk was renroved lrom betrveen the axle and body o[the trailer.
During the night the dew or sea mist descended like a white cloud soaking our be<tding.

11re lollowirtg day the tinrbered terrain opened up into savama. There were several dry creek
crossitlgs. Otr one olthe steepest and the deepest the Landrover stalled as it rose over tie
edge o[the bank. The handbrake nrechanism had fouledl Later we came on to the Roper
Itiver plains where our track ran for about 25 milcs. These are flat, of reddish colour, with
fine dust cover, only patches o[ vegetation or a lew scrubs along tie chamels that interlock
the vast arca. Nearer $e river there are kibutaries, rvhich spread the floo<i waters at king
tides or drains the monsoonal rvaters - at the present the plains were dry. llere it is prossible
to get up to 40 mph or more, being prepared to brake lor a channel. We had one muddy
crossing tltnt wc had to corduroy, this took about 30 minutcs to tirnber new approachcs with
tirnbcr.

At Roper River wc hnd to rvait over night lor another party bringing supplies and a crate
containitrg thc outboard motor. 'l'his was all loaded plus some tower parts left there to lighten
the load previously taken lrom Roper River. The return trip took us l0% hours driving
urough several tinres we hnd to uncouple the trailer ard tow it out by cable, owing to t_he

I-atdrover bogging in sand in tire creek beds or the steepness olthe banks.



The Enisode with wooden barse - Rosc River 1959

'l1re barge, using ttre outboard motor and a load on board, was givcn trials up and dosT r the

riveq thesc prxluced about I kuots. The vibrations broke thc iron {iarne lor the outboard
motor on lhe stern as it was rusted to a third of the original thickncss. As rur cx+arpcntcr I

built a new woo<len platlonn which was tlien used. Sea trials wcre conducted in a choppy

sca, amidst almosl continuous re-caulking eflorts.

On one olthese lrials some of the party rvas sitting on the Jecp rvhile others rvere inside it.
'l}e pcrson in tie driver's scat hrocked thc vchiclc out olgcar and it startcd to movc lbrward,
causing the barge to dip forward and increase the runaways speed - it looked like that was

going to be the end for Jeep and those on board. it was quickly startcd and moved back to the

rear ol the barge by a very shaken culprit. Later Major Buckland and otltcrs llcw in lor a trial
run on river.

Orr Monday l3d June '59 we departed lrorn Rose River on the barge. With 44-gallon dnun
full of seawater, one 44 olfresh water, one 44 of petrol - all at the rear to balance the load -

as the deck slopd fonvard lrorn the lack ol depth ol hull at the bows. 'l}e load consisted of
40 loot of 'no-bnlt' tower and thc same olwireless towcr, two large boxes contnining rigging
etc., and lour days supplies lor lour rnen. We left for Edward Islarrd l8 nilles south along the

coast at 0730. About 400 yards dorvn strean, at the mouth olriver, we had to lasso a charutel

rnarker and carry out cleaning ol spark plugs, sornething that was to plague our RAEME
rcpresentalive - Cpl. 13. Jeffery. The others on board were Cpl. Mick Thompson, Spr. Ron
Weinert, and myself, Cpl. Steve Rose.

At the mouth we Md to lollow the channcl about I % miles to sca until we could get enough

u,ater above ilre sandbars lor out 3O-inch draught which we kept scraping. Although we

hcaded into the wind two native canoes, which left the mission a couple olhours after us,

overtook us using lantern sails by nidday. At 1400 hours we were chasing them to check our
grsition which wc cstimated to bc near the island (3 knots x 6 hours =lSmiles) <lnly to {ind
wc were only half way. Soon we had to head out to sea lbr % a mile to get passed a reef that

exlended out lrom a point. We had sheared a propeller pin on rocks early and then had to
push the barge into deeper water. We headed straight across the bay towards the island in the

middle, some 5 rniles south. We hacl to sound the watcr with a stick, as it was so rnuddy, lhc
dcepcst was 5l'l sonie 2% rnilcs lrorn all land.

Late t-hat afternoon, rve decided to camp il a river, we could see on tlie aerial photography,

directly opposite the island. We scrapped across mud banks and luckily saw the gap in the

nungroves silliouetted against the dark sky. Using a l2-volt signal lamp we maneuvered up

tle winding river to a clear bank, passing a crocodile on the bank - others had dived into the

water, here we anchored lor the night. Some spt about cooking a hsh, Mike Thompson had

caug)rt, lor evening meal, while two of us repaired a last leak h the hull where some caulking

had been wrenched out on the nrud bank. Needless to say we all slept onboard tliat night.

ln the nroming the tide was out, the sides ol the barge were belorv the top ol the bank, which
the night belore high water had only been about 3 inches below. On our wireiess schedule,

that monring, it was recon'mrended rve stay nearer the coast as at that tinie ol the year offshore

winds might spring up, 0rough I didn't experiencc one during the next 4 months along the

coast. The tide was in by 09.00, tiiough not as high as the previous tide so tlie barge had to

bc pushe<i over mud banks, as we could not find the channel irl the muddy water. We only

liad about 34 rniles to travel across to the island then motor (o the NE comer olthe island
yvhere u,e rvere to lard.
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Unfortunately at 10.30 a sea breeze was making a heavy srvell and surfalong the east coast,

and stirring up the nlrd. We had to leave the shelter ol the island to rornd the reefs on the

nodhenr end and 0ren attempted to head SII to run in witir the swell to the proposed position

lor the tower. At this stage waves were now coluing over the sides and swarnped the

outboard motor. 'Ihe area we rvanted to come in was norv heavy combers, also a reel was

visible % rnile offthe east coast so to get passed it we rvould have had to run side on to the

waves until we were level to the landing area. So we headed into the NE comer ol tire island

which was sheltered by the reef. TherC appeared to be a channel betrveen the rocks where we

rvere headed. Soon the water rvas shallow enough lor the rocks to show through the nruddy

water, the rtrotor was cttt, the waves llow pushed us in with a nlsh to grilld to a halt ort a

large, ahnost flat, rock. 1'he rcceding tide left thc barge high and dry.

So all the tower parts, about a ton, were dumpecl over the sitlc on the rocks. -fhe 
rest of clay

was spent in moving it 400 yards to the mangroves over the sharp rocks and gritty niud that

got into our boots aud cut our leet. As the high rvind had dropped as the tide $'ent out, we

hoped that at the next tide to take the barge out zurd south lor % mile to a seurd beach, as the

present area was all rocks extencling ortt to sea at low tide. At 18.30 the water was deep

enough to float the barge off fte rock but the anchor was jammed in the rocks and I had to

dive to loosen it. We pushed the barge out into deeper rvater, lalling betrveen ugly shaql

rocks.

We lrad hurdly got it to the deeper water whcn the sea breeze carne rvith hearry surf. Slorvly
pushed us backwards as rve struggled to keep the shallow draughted front-end into llre seas.
'l'he anchor, thut hnd been placed out passed the rocks, rvas iu sattd and wouldrt't hold; [he

nrotor wouldn't start, its propeller protector kept getting smashed into the rocks by the swell.

We atternpted to angle the nrotor so it would run in shallower water artd also protect the

propeller. One olthe crescent rwenches rvas lost in the rnuddy water and the only other one

soon aftenvards, while rernoving spark plugs to clean thern, as a gale rvas norv blowing with a

healy swcll.
'l'he nnchor about 50 loot out rvas dragging in the sand betrveen rocks un(il it januned in
rrxks, its ropc thcn tlrreatcncd to pull thc side offtlre burgc so tlte tu'o lront side lxrllards
were lashed togethcr aud urore rope let out. 'l-he bottoln ol the barge bounced up and dowr
on rocks with the swell. Crunching, thump were the continuous sounds ol the barge being

battered to pieces on the rocks we were aground.

Our present lears rvere for the night, rvhether the surf would get worse and move the barge o[f
the rocks ilto a chatrnel or hole where ilmight flounder. None of us wete keen to have to

swirn for it ttrough tirese sharp volcaric clicker type rocks. Cpl Thompson had a hole in his
shin, dowu to bone, by stumbling between rocks while wc were trying to hold the barge

against the waves. We tried to sleep huddled in blankets in the stem, not vcry cornlortable

wheu there is a large open hatch, tluee 44-gallon dnuus, boxes etc. As the lour cantp beds

wcre already assernbled, we lay dourt on thctn and slcpt the sleep of the rvcary.

In the nronring rve rvoke as the tide came in to llnd the rvater rvas 6 inches above thc deck at

the bows. We had tinre to place the bedding in rvaterprool rwappings, with our camera

equipurent ou the top stretcher stacked along the side, with gear in betrveen them, belore

wavcs brokc ovcr the top of the rarn. Wood nailed over the spaces between slats had stopped

it cornirrg straight tlrrough. 'l'hc rvaves ns thcy passcd swcpt up through the dcck hatch and

then resided; shorving us the hull was badly holcd. We assembled the radio and made contact
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with base cnnrp but salt watcr kcpt short n Morsc kcy plug prcvcnting us hcaring or selrding

at the end of the session-

The swirling water swept tie tinned lood into the hatch and down into the hull. Thc anclror

rope broke and the waterlogged barge slowly tunred around in the onslaught of the wavcs.

1}e only thing we could do was shelter under bags as the continuous curlains of wnter broke

over us, thc wind chilling us. 'l'hc lorce of rvater brcaking over tltc stcnt and through n tiller

slot - 3 loot by 4 inches - was nroving thc lull 44-gallon drunrs. By now the barge had been

srvept % way back to thc shore some 400 yards away.

As the tidc wcnt out we preparcd to move to the sliore lor a camp. We took our bundles and

rock hopped to dry land. A site lor the camp was found on an area ofbuilt-up shellgrit about

l5 loot above high tide and 600-800 yards from tire wreck'

Tire rernainder ol the low tide was spent in salvaging the motor, tools, batteries, what

remaincd ol the lood, sevcral 4-gallon dnrms ol lrcsh water and petrol. Leaving only some

tower parts, tlre large dnuns of tvater and petrol.
-l-hc next day uas spent in exploring the island lor lood and watcr. 'fltcrc was none to lound

so rve hacl to fish. The lollowing day we received lood when a party arrived by helicopter to

sce il the barge rvas salvageable or not. They tJtought it was, but we didn't. As it later

proved it wasn't as it rvas rvell above high water mark on spring high tides!

Our camp was in the area where it was agreed the tower was to be erected. So for the ncxt

couple oldays, at low tide, we moved the tower parts over about 100 yards of margrove mud

a.nd rocks, and then 300 yards of sand to the dry camp erea. At full low tide we would collect

more fresh water from the drum on the barge. The Cessna dropped in tnore food supplies.

After a week the tower was completely erected.

Sgt. Maher came to Edward Island, and then he and Mick were flown to Mt. Daniel, the next

traverse station south, as lorward parly. 1he celltral observation party, WO Ted Laker and

Sgt. Bill Mitchell, were flown to Mt. Moore, a hill alnlost surround by a bend ol the Roper

River.

Wtilst I, togetlier witifnecessary surveying equipnlent, rvas florvn to Mt. Roper, a high hill in
a range straddling the Roper fuver, as the rear paAy. Mt. Roper and Mt. Moore were traverse

stations established by the Survey Regiment as they traverscd up the GulfolCarpenteria and

tircn up the Rover fuver valley'towards Kathcrine. 'lhe mechanic was returned to Rose

River. Unfortunately the towerwasn't high enough to see south Bcross the vegetation on the

island to Mt Daniel; so another l8 leet of tower had to be flown in by helicopter, in two

loads, and added to the top.

Afier this part ol the traverse was completed we retumed to the island by helicoptcr to

ricmolish t|e tower anci move it % mile to the sand beach, belore retunring to Rose River. An

Army catamaran (two tank bridge pontoons and a bridging section) opcrated by seamen to

collect the tower parts. 1'his pany, lrom the naval lrigate IIMS Gascoyne (our floating base),

ilcluded a shipuright to inspect the wreck and to attempt to salvage it or at least the petrol

that we were short of. lhis party was marooned on the island lor several days by the satne

sca winds that had rwecked us. Their boat was surrk at least 5 tinies by ltre waves. Their

water and lood ran out and more had to be dropped by the RAAI.
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Epiloguc:

The strong sea breezes were to harass the sea and air transport eftbrt regularly lor the

remainder of season while the surveys were being nrade in the Gulf of Carpentaria. At
change olnroon the rvild would becoure extremely strong - too strong for the helicoptcr to

operate safely, and the two cutters and whaleboat, manned by the naval personnel would be

swarnped and battered on the beaches. flre whaleboat rvas conipletely reduced to a pile ol
loss plar*s after one such beaching!

Cpl. Jeft'ery, on leaving the Arny, joined the Salvation Anuy. Clairned it was due to the

experience ol the night ol thc barge wreck. I Ie served many years in Darwin.

In May 1957 Central command Field survey Section departecl from

Adelaide for Darwin,to begin mapping the Top End,a task that

continued for about the next twenty five years. The section of about

twenty members was led by the late Major J.K.Nolan,with WO2 Robin

Wilson as the SSM. One task was to meet up with an observing party

from AHQ Survey Regt.,extending a First Order Traverse from the

south and across Queensland,to the south-west corner of the Gulf of
Carpentaria around the Rose fuvet'area. Our section was then to take

over and continuo the traverse around lhe coast of Arnhen Land to

Darwin. By this time in 1959,Major Frank Buckland was in charge

and WOl Ted Laker had been brought over to help out.

The area was wild and desolate,providing problems to our progress on

a daily basis,as wcll as the weather being unliind on many occasions,so

the task overaU was a constant challenge. I think Steve Rose's story

proves the point. I once overheard a sailor on his return to HMAS

Gascoyne from assisting a survey parfy ashole,tell [is mates that he

would break a leg rather than do it again.

Steve,sony about the lack of graphics,but had a fcw problems there.



VALE
Don Tavlor
Don died in Perth at the end of Januaty this year after a long illness.

iie had a long and remarkable career in the Corps,rising through the

ranks to retirc as a major,and was involved with mapping operations not

only in Austlalia but also in Papua New Guinea earlier in his career.

Don spe.nt many )/ears at Fortuna in the old Air Survey Squadron,in the

plotting and acrolriarrgulalion sccliotts,cvcntually supervising projccts as

a WO.l. I can rvell remember discussing the world at large over

clrinks with Don,at the regular Friday night sessions in the Sergeant's

Mess at I?ortuna,with fond mcmodes of those timcs.

I-Ic also sered as OC 4 Fd Svy Sqn at Keswick Bamacks for a period

in the late eighties,so is well known locally. Following his stint here he

was postcd to Perth,in his home state,prior to retirement.

Don rvill be mjssed by his many fricnds. Condolences worc sent to

Margaret and farnily. The news of Don's passing came to me via

Frank BryanlMick Dempster,Bill Griggs,Ray Sergent in WA and Barry
Lutwyche in QI),so thanks to all.

Derek Chambers
Derek died in early April this year in Brisbane,succumbing to a

leukemia condition suffercd over a long period. A tragedy when

considering that Derek was comparatively young. He worked on many

survey operations around Australia,and also served in Vietnam around

1966.

Ife was well regarded as a good technician and a keen spofisman but
also as a good fiieird,and served for some years with 4 i?d Sr1' Sqn at

Kestvick. Detek retired with tfue rank of staff sergeant in the early

eighties,returning to Brisbane to take up a cffian job.He surely will be

missed by his many fiiendsjudging by the large attendance at his

funcral. Condolences have been sent to his wife Lonaine and family

Archie Hancock
Archie died on Tth January this year in Geraldtott WA,after a long and

dcbilitating illness,fulfilling his wish to see the nerv year in. I had the

pleasure 1o speak with Archie by phone for almost an hour only five

clays belore hand,and rvhile tvc chatted of old times,it was obvious that

he had accepted his fate. A real character and good friend now gone.

Ray Sergcnt,Frank Cohen and Barry Parker drove up from Perth to
attend his funeral. Condolences were sent to Arclrie's long time

parlner Meryl Davis.



VALE
KreIlretexandsr
Kieth died in Adelaide in December 99. A former WW2 sapper he
original$ came from Camberwell Vic.,but settled here later to work fbr
llrany years with the Commonwealth Gor4.as an architect.
Elig_Jewell
Eric died in February this year in Melbourne. An ex-WW2 sapper,he
and George Ricketts served together during the war. During a visit tc
Adelaide about six years ago,Eric marched with our Association on
An:zac l)ay and attended our reunion,so you might remember him.
Samantha Farrington
Thc daughter of Jan and Joe Faninglon,Sam died accidentaliy a few
months back in South Africa,aged aboul 2l years. " I understand she
was a staff member with a tour group,when she succumbed to carbon
monoxide poisoning from a faulry gas shower unit.
Our deepest sympathy to Jan and Joe with their kagic loss.
Stephanie I{enson
The daughter of Barbara and Arthur Henson,she died suddenfy in
canbema earlier this year. stephanie suffered an asthma attack which
led to heart failure. I{eartfelt sympathy is extended to Barbara anci
Ar-thur with such a sudden and tlagic loss.
Mar Horvarlh
Mati died in WA some months ago. IIe will be rememberecl by thcr

hundreds of students rvho attendcd SMS at Balcombe and Bonegill4
as the transport wallah for several years,before retirng to Perth.
On fwo occasions that I can remember,Max helped rne reduce the reci
tape/paper warfale by swapping vehicles damaged by sfudents,from the
spare vehicle park at Bandiana.
Dr.Rosenthal
Dr.I{osenthal died fairly recently in Bendigo. As the Area Medicai
Officer at Fortuna for many years,he would have fieated hundreds of
members who were posted to the Army Survey Rcgiment,at the old
RAP on the balcony.
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