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Ilcnrligo Ilcrrniorr

IIcld on the rveekcncl ol'24tlr - 25th October this year. It rvas a late
clecision to attend tlre reunion, ancl not wishing to drive solo, I clecided
to go by bus leaving Adelaide about 9 a.m. on the Saturday morning,
arriving in Bendigo late afternoon. I was surprised at how relaxing the
trip was, being lucky enough to be on a bus with few passengers.

Gcorge 'fimrnins lrad arrived earlier in Bendigo fronr Swan I'lill, so was
ablc to rneet me at the bus station with his newJoyota four-rvheel drive.
We were booked into a rnotel only 200 ni lrom.the Botanic Hotel rvhere
the reunion was to start at 7 pm, a precaution against the possibility later
into tlre night ol'being declared legally incapable by the local gendarmes.

Not as many turned up as I had expected, but a good sized and sociable
crowcl, and it clid allow ntore time to catch u1l, in particular Gary Warnest
Bob Iloche, Doug Carswell, Bob Aulsebrook and Don Sweeney. Betty
and Ian Lever were there lrorn Wodonga.

The pub was lairly crowded and meal orders were very slow to be seryed.
which didn't matter anyway. The occasion seemed to all too quickly and
I'm surc everyolre enjoyed thernselves as I did.

Leaving the pub George suggested we buy a bottle of port wine, and not
wishing to cause offence, I agreed. Rack at tlre motel, coffbe mugs of
port helped us discuss nLnnerous rnatters in-depth, until slurnber tinre.
Georgc, if I snored please accept rny apologies.

Midday on Sunday was mild and sunny lor the reunion and barbecue
Iunch at Fortuna. A good crowd gathered under the trees outside the old
OR's Canteen in pleasant conditions, and I was able to meet up again
wilh several old acquaintances rarely seen. The canteen still trades under
civilian tranagement ancl was open l'or the day, so relreshments were
close at hand, plus tables and clrairs set out by the committee provided
top lacilities.



The lunch rvas first-class ancl better than i can remember at ltreviorrs
reunions. Well done.

I didn't attempt a complete list of those attending, but did see thc
lollowing; Noel Ticehurst, George Timmins, Mick Davies, Peter Gale,
John Hogan, Gordon l-laswell, Evan Giri, FIarry Wright, Ilrian l{ogers,
Brett van Leeuwen, Don Srviney, Bette and lan Lever, Pat Drury, Dave
King, Steve McConnachie, Phil Srnalley, Joe liarrington, Ross Flvde,
Barbara and Arthur I'lenson, Maureen ancl Stan Vote, Bob Aulsebrook,
Don Ridge, Russell Willliams, Gary Warnest, Peter Biorac, Ilob ltoche
and Noel Coulthard.

The gardens at Fortuna were l<loking imrnaculate that rveekenij antj ihe
buildings seemed well ntaintained also, in fact the rvhole place lct-,ked
better to nre than it ever did

The party began breaking up about 4 pnr, ending anothei' succ.-'ssiui
reunion and I thought worth the effbrt to attend. Ivl-1, bus bacl': ie ft
Bendigo at I I am Monday morning, arriving in Adelaide just ai'ter - pnr
ending a relaxing weekend.



Christmas Get'I'ogether

I{eld at the Rob Roy I-lotel in llalifax Street, city, on Friday 27't'

November at 7 p.m..

Over 50 atlended, having drinks in the saloon bar lor about 45 minutes

before moving into the dining room.

The mealserved was excellent and consisted of minestrone soup with a

choice of roast turkey, beef wellinglon or barramundi for the main course

followed by a dessert of chocolate mousse cake with wild berry coulis.
To finish, coffee and fruit tnince pies were served. Most agreed that the
quality of food served was very reasonable, which went a long way to the

success of the occasion.

Unfortunately for Margaret Dikkenberg, she felt slightly ill, and after the

soup decided not to eat anything else, however, management kindly
boxed her main course choice and later her desse( in proper take-away
boxes. I hope you recovered quickly, Margaret. Bob Mills recounted

that during his recent trip to America, he had noticed that most
restaurants provided special take-away boxes for customers unable to

finish off their meal, because normal serves were so large and mainly
very expensive.

Since our last function at the Rob Roy, two large leather Chesterfields
were added to the dining-room, providing a very comfortable retreat for
the stayers rvho decidecl to finish on liqueurs, as midnight approached.

During the evening our new secretary T J Wicker read out the apologies

fbllowed by l'resident l3ob Cooper who welcomed everyone and wished

them a Merry Christmas and a Flappy New Year.

It was a really pleasant occasion, ancl I hope augers well for future
functions.

Those attending were: Dell and Tony Balkauskas lrom Stansbury on



Yorke Peninsula, Bob and Parn Ballard, Mayna Briggs,.Taneen and Iiax
Colletli, Bob Cooper, Margaret and Bob Dikkenberg, John Frith, Mark
Bates lrom Bendigo, Barbara and Paul Frost, Jan arrd Bill Griggs,
Barbara and Mick Hanson, Parn and John llarrison, Stevo l-linic and
Pauline Mannix, Donna and Dave lrving, Jan and Brett Knuckey, Ken
Jeflery and Pauline, Denis O'Bryne lrom Darwin, Illizabeth and Bill
Love, Mary and Bob Mills, Joan and Alex Munro, Raeline and John
Natham, Vicky and Angelo Pantelidis, Marge and George Ricketts,
Joanne and John Scharber, Lincoln Smith, Bernie Watson, Lea and T J

Wicker, Lesley and Peter Presser frorn Mildura, Vic, Joy and Denis
Marshall from Victor Harbor. Brian Collins arrived during the dinner
for a drink and stayed on.

Apologies were received from Bob Grilfin, Laurie Sutton, Ken Talbot-
Smith, Ilarry Dunn, Jason Phillips, peter E,lverd (sick), Kevin Boehm,
Neville Stone, Noel Sproles, Colin van Senden, Marj Knight and Darcy
Patrick.

A menu went the rounds for autographs and personal notes, to be
forwarded to Ross Hyde by John Harrison.



Fir.s'l Ii'ridnJt euclt ttrortllt

Dorr't forgel llte firsl ITridqt rlrink.s af(er 5prtt nt tlte Queert's lrtt6
IIo(el itt l4/rigltt ,S(reel. I'l/itlt nto.rt nrenrber:; on leave / lrolitlays, give next
,lartuarlt ct rtti.s.;, as llrcJir,s( I;riclay i,; Nev,)'ears Duy, brt( nrurk lrrirtay
5 l7ebrunr.1, 1999 on )ts117'calender. 'l'hi.s tttortth',s get logetlrcr wa.s tlte
la.rt for 1998, v,ilh orilS' 61 .s'rtrall groult o"[),ottrs truly, I.incoln Snritlt. Joltn
Iirillt atrcl S(evo IIinic, bttt etloyable just the ,;ante.

N{ilitar'1' Malt Makcr.s in Northcrlr Armtralia 194J - 45

wrilten by Jack l.lunt, the book details tlre survey work done in the Top
End by No I Section 6 Australia Arnry Topo Svy Cby and was based
upon the field books and reports of rncrnbers of the group. Keith Barber
reckons tlrat sevcral merntrcrs lronr 8 Sqn, cx PNG, also servcd with the
section.

The book is availablc lrorn .lack lor around $35.00 a copy. IIinterested,
his phonc nurnber is 03 -5237 6443 anrJ tlrc adclress is pO Box 58 Apollo
Ray Vic 3233.

Thanks for (lre irrlo Cary Warnest.

Iteople Ncrvs

Ilob Griflln Now l-ully rccovercd alter an operatiorr ro llre rvater-rvorks
area clown bclorv. Bob is higlrly clclighted witlr the outcome and was lull
of praisc lor tlrc specialist surgcon involved, so if you're having trouble
in that area give Bob a ring lor sonlc sor.nr(l advice. FIe an<l lranr are
presently on holiclays sortrcrvlrcrc rve.st of Pt Lincoln.

llarry Mai I'larry is now crnploycd at A-fsE, ancl for tlre sakc of lris
lamily hopes tlre rnove to Bendigo will be tlre last.



Mark Bates Turned up at our Christmas function this year. On good

authority lrorn John Frith, Mark and all his possessions left Bendigo very
early in December for South Australia, hoping to settle in Mt Barker. He
was ernployed witlr thc CFA in Victoria.

Sarn Charnbers Still residing irr Bendigo in a two bedrootn bat-pad, Sant

has seen the error of his lormer loose-living Iifestyle and now sun-tans
and exercises regularly and doesn't stnoke or drink alcoholic beverages.

Well done Sarn.

Bob Roche Still in Bendigo, Bob looked in pretty good condition at the

reunion, and takes things lairly easy tlrese days. Now in retiretnettt, Bob
reckons lile was meant to be enjoyed.

Bernie Watson FIas now [ull recovered frorn his treattnent for cancer, and

Itas been given the all-clear as tests ltave proved negative. Bentie hopes

this will be the end of the cancer problenr.

Gary Warnest When I lived around tlte cortter lrorn Garry, in Bendigo,
his youngest son Matthew was hardly taller than my knees, but now at

the age ol22MalIlrew is presently on a 3 month study secotrdmerrt at the

Berlirr University fronr Melbourne Utti, rvltcre lrc studies geomatics and

science.

Andy Strachan Still in the police lorce and still operating from Flindley
Street, Andy rvas keeping the peace during the Arrnistice Day Service at

the State War Memorial,-when I rvas able to have a sltort yarn with hiln.
I{e expects a posting to the Glenelg area fairly soolr.

Bob Mills Norv with accourtting and tttanagentent consultants Ernst &
Yourrg, Bob is delighted rvitlr his rrew job and rcckons it should lrave

lrappened years ago. He ltas recently returtted fi'ottt a trvo week contputer
course run by the cornpany in Cleveland, Ohio, USA. Ilis new

credentials will enable Bob to transler for sltort tertns to overseas

branches of his fintt, as tlte colnpatry work load changes on a global
bas i s.



Keith Barber Not seen these days rvlrich is a pity. Keith rang recently tcr

replacebadges lost/misplaced frorn his fathers military seryice, hopef ull_y

available in Adelaide. I{e rvould like the hat badge, collar baclges ancl

shoulder titles issued during the reign of King George V, to the ntenrbers
of the Royal Aust Artillery, Royal Aust Garrison Artillery (CMF) and
Royal Aust Engineerp. Freebies are rvelcome, but Keith is rvilling to pay
the going price. I hope sorneone can help, if so ring me on8277'7A74 ar
Keith on03 5447 8979. Keith sticks pretty well to home, gardening etc,
and is recovering from a virus / rvhatever that kept hirn in bed for 8 days
not long back. During our conversation Joe Mazzarol's name cropped
up, as being the owner in tirnes long back of an ancie nt Lancia Tourer in
need of a new canvas roof. Joe replaced the roof using linoleum. For
Westlink readers I rvould like Joe's version of this story. Keith also
mentioned'Len Ileadell. It appears Len rarely rvore socks, but cut the
foot section off, wearing the top half only lor parade appearances, so any
cotnments on that.

Steve McConnachie Steve underwent surgery in recent times to remove
cancer growth in his jaw. Parts of the jarv bone rvere removed and
replace with rnetal duplicates, and Steve's jaw lvas still srvollen at the
time of the reunion, but is getting tretter.

Brian and MargAret Rogers Both attended the Sunday reunion. 'l-he,y norv
live in Echuca and orvn/operate a lrusiness rvhich ensures they have very
little spare time of their own, but I can't remenrber rvhat kind of
business.

Denis O'Byrne Denis now lives in Darrvin, but rvas able to attencl our
Christrnas function, as he was in Adelaide on business at the time. I-le is
now a lieelance writer, with a regular colunrn in a monthly magazine lor
4WD enthusiasts, and also regularly updates a back-packers travel guicle
covering SA and the NT plus areas of the SW Paciflc.



Iiortuna I Iistory liutttls

I should say the lack of firnds really. Funding for the second year

research and rvriting of the regiment history, whicli rvas expected lrom
various sources, failed lo eventuate anywltere near the amount required.

Feelers are now out to raise tunds through the large nutnber of members

rvho served at Fofiuna or any anyone else ftrr that matter, hoping that

each rvill conlribute rvhatever antount they can, to save the history going

into lirnbo and dragging on.

So, if you can see you rvay clear to fbrward a contribtttion toward the

Fortuna history funds, please do so. The amottnt required is about

$ l -1,000, and although sotne significant contri[rutions have been received,

there is still a long rvay to go.

I suppose cheques can be endorsed to the ex-Fortuna survey association

rvith a covering note, and sent to the following address

T'he Secretary
Ex Fortuna Survey Association
PO Bor 1004

Bendigo Victoria 3550

Nelv Goltl I\{ine Ventttre in l}endigo

I liail an interesting cottversation rvith Dianne Aulsebrook at the Botanic

llotel reunion, rvlten she gave nre details of work wlrich has starled on

tlrc nsw golil minc in l3endigo. Diantte works irt the Ceology Department

at lhe Bendigo Institute of Technology, so gave me details I coulcln't

lully corlprehend, ltolever,I clid absorb the esserttialbits. It will lre an

incline nrine, rvith the shalt opening in the Goltlen Sqttare area,

I)cnetrating dorvn at a fairly shallow angle I stlppose, lor about 4 km until
it reaches tlte ore body. As the shall opening is in a residential alea, all

rvork operations rvillbe containecl undergrouncl. 'fhe ore willbe crrtslted

undcrgroilltd and niixed rvith rvater to a sloppy sluclge, which will be



pumped to tlte surface in a pipeline continuing out to the north of
Eaglehawk, where the sludge will be processed and the gold extractctl.

A fairly tnassive project it seetns, so the ore body must be very

considerable.

Diane also told rne the Bendigo TAFE conducts courses lor apprentice

miners, and use the old Central Deborah nrine as a training venue.

Corps N{enrorial Plaque

The $500 required to fund the siting of a small bronze plaque on Anzac
Flighway, to courmemorate the Royal Australians Survey Corps, has been

raised. Thanks are extended to association members rvho contributed to
the project. The last few dollars needed were raised at a rvhip around

organised by T. J. Wicker and I think Stevo Hinic, during a Christmas
function at the Rob Roy, and again thanks to those rvho contributed
particulary members doing so twice. Organised through a combined
RSl/Adelaide Legacy scheme, the plaque can now be made and set in a
concrete plinth at the base of a tree somewhere in the median strip being
refurbished on Anzac l{ighrvay. More on this later.

Memorial at Fremantle

Talking to Ray Sargent by phone a ferv rveeks ago, I learned that the

association members in Western Australia have undertaken the erection
of a sun dial and plaque to contmemorate the Corps, in the grounds of the

old Burt Street Artillery Barracks at Fremantle. The sun dial and stand
carne from Karrakatta Barracks where it had stood outside the former 5

Fd Svy Sqn building for rnany years. The banacks at Frernantle norv

houses a museum of military ntetnorabilia and was also home base for
5 Sqn for many years.



LEN BEADELL I"IEI.4ORIAL AKT hORKS

The Sal-isbury Ccuncil hopes to raise abcut 9100,000
to fund the erecticn of fcur art rvorks in Len's hcncur.
The Advertiser article belov,r cc^/ers the appeal . Fcr:r
Sorth Austral-i-an artists have been ccnmissioned to
design and produce the art works, and the enti-re pro-
ject will be managed by the City of Salisbury Cul-tural
Develcgnent Trust as their inaugural project. Dcnatlons
are tax deductible and shculd be posted to the "City of
Salisbury Cultural Develognent Tn-rst, P.O. BcD< B,
Salisbury, S.A. 5108." Subscribers will receive a signed
certificate of appreciatiqr and invitatiors;to civ:lc q/ents
associated with the project.

OUTBACK legend
Mr Len Beadell is to be
honored with four
pieces of public art.

Salisbury Counci.l has
launched a,public ap-
peal to raise up to
$100,000 lor the project.

Salisbury mayor, Mr
Tony Zappia, paid trib-
ute to Mr Beadell, who
lived in the norbhern
suburbs for much of his
life.

"He was a signi-f,cant
person in Australia's
history - he was lhe last
of the lrue pioneers," Mr
Zappia said.

N{r Beadell, who died

in 1995 at the age of 72,
mapped out 6000km of
road across some of
Australia's harshest
country.

He surveyed the sites
of Woomera's rocket
ranges hnd the Emu and
Maralinga atomic test
siLes in South Aust-
ra-lia's Norbh West.

Salisbury Council
named a library afLer
him. The public art,
which will be centred
around the library, in-
cludes a statue, sculp-
tured mural, glass panel
and stone marker.

- Brady Haran



Si.UAt{I' CITTEI( PIAQUE - IJNVIIILING CEIILI.x]NY

A brqrze msncrial- plaque set into a stqre cairn was un-
veiled during a bri-ef cersnony at the Curdjnmrka rajl-
way siding orr Ftiday 26 June 1998. The plaque was jn hcn-
our of John McDcuall Stuart, one of the greatest explor-
ers of inland Australia.
Colin van Senden attended the cerernany, and Srassed cr to
me the hand - orts he hd received abcut the event.
Thanks Colin. The erecti.an of the caj_rn and plague was ajoint project undertaken bt the Jolm McDor_rall Stuart
Society, the Royal Geographical Society of Scr-rth Aust*
ral-ia and the Ghan Railway preservation Society, and was
unveil-ed by Tcny Aul_d, a great - grandscn of Willi.an
Patrj-ck AuId, a msrber of Stuart's expeditian whicti
crossed Australia frcrn Adelaide to a point on the norttr
coast just east of present - day Darwjn, and returned
during 1861 - 1862. Stuart's d.isccnrery of Charbers
(Stuart) Creek jn 1B5B was the fjrst permanent supply of
water fcund jn far north Scuth AustraUa, ho,rrever, the
locaticn was ccnsidered too isol-ated for a msncrial so
the plaque was praced abcut 40 )sns to the north - east at
curdirurka siding to give greater exposure to travellers
alcng the Oodnadatta Track.
stuartrs explorations resulted in ilre v'tA/sA border being
moved frcrn 132 degrees east rcngitude to 129 degrees easf
the gecgraphical nature of the Cerrtre was sol-ved, drd
scuth Australia gained ccntrol- of the Nortern Territory.
The Orerland Telegraph Line frcrn Adelaide to the new
settfernent of PaLmerstor (now Darwin ) , folJ-ovred stuartts
route and simil-arly the original Central AUstralia
Railway frcrn Adefaide to Alice springs, and in additicrr
huge areas were opened up for pastoral and minerar devel-
otrment. A truly great explorer.



AS *.*otor.r of .\ustrrlia' Jobn McDouali Sruan was

r., *"*!"0 as a five-sur, bells-and-whistles news

;;;;: H. survived rhe most amazing expeditions

;"h;;, **i. fuil*.t or the front-page incidents that

-.J" .ipro-..ts of his era the equivalent of movie stars'

lnstead. Sruart concenrated on his skiiis of command

-A Urr uruque bush sense, to carye a record that

r.*Gt greatly undervaiued il the volumes of early

.\usralian life.
Perer Bowyer, of Rosuevor, is keen to promote tbe

sol"i stor".'He regards him 35 4 fining member of

fn, l,ar"itter's Top 100 Heroes list Each week' al
aor*ii* hero is aided. leading to the eve of 2000'

N{r Bowyer is a meober of a small but vigorous

t;;t which celebrales John McDouall Suan'

af,it""*it i* ** boro i-n Scotland' he regarded'S;;;-i"t""lia 
as his "adopred country"'

Sruan's uste for exploring was sbarpened by-his

work with Captain Charles Snrn in lE44 as Sturt

t"*.rt.Jiot thi great i.oland sea that early geographers

hooed would fliI some of the vast middle ground of

rhe eusraliao contioenL
From 1858. Stuart was to lead six major expeditions

of his own into the iaterior'

The fust iourney discoverd to European eyes' the

.r..f *ni.d Suan called Chambers Creek i'u honor

"ih1 
n'i."d and funre sPoosor' J^mes Chambers'

John
McDouall
Stuart was one

of our greatest

explorers,

solving the

mystery of what
lay in the heart
of Australia.

JEFF
TURNER
reports.

Famed explorer John McDouall Stuart.

The creek was iater renemed by others ,as- Sruan

Ct..i. It *as to become the staging post' as lvlr Bo"ryer

notes, for Suan's future expedidons'

The next rwo concentrated on the Stuart Creek area'

and the resion west of Lalie EYre'_- 

It ;; vr-*cil 1860, that saw the beginning of the

*o* Ju.n*ous Snran underukiag so far'

.t..o-p-i"d by William Darton Kekwick and

Beniamin^ Head, they uavelled nonb witb 13 horses'

i".J-un the firsr Europeans to cross the now northern

border oi SA.--fuft-go"ry.t 
says this was Slr:art's lusr glimpse of

the Red Cencre, the place of mystery that had- drawn

trt* rlout*at of miies from a career in the Sconish

Narry as a civil engi-oeer'

i. ou.rv moved on, discovering Chambers Pillar

and the MacDonnell Renges'

On lprif 2?, 1860' Snrart noted in his diar'v that

t"'"-*"* L"moed in tte "cenue of Ausurlia"'
He had solved, as Mr Bowyer puts it' one of greatest

geograpir.icai mysteries of *re then known world - what

was in the centre.
He named Mt Sturt after his old commander, then

.on,g1u.d nonh, meedng hostile Aborigines near

Tennant Creek.
"Rerlisine he was oumumbered' rnd that lxs

provisions iere lo*, he.relucontly renrned to Ad-

eierde." lvt' Bowyer wntes'

But SruerL as rn explorer, had made a quiet name

lor htmseif. He was engaged by the SA government

to nnJ a route ro the nonh coast for aa overland

teterraoh line from Adelaide to Darwin' linking with

* Jnd..*"r.. [-ine to London'

Vrclona was also anxlous to peg the south-nonh line'

and had funded Roben O'liara Burke for the job-
- But Stuart found iris horses were not up to the

.ooai,iona. They were "town-bred", unable to stand

the heat and 1ow water radons- Snran was forced to

r.*- a Adelaide. He had shown be could lead a

ilt"p.t y, of 10 men. arci he had come within striki'ng

distaace of the northem coastline'
Sruan's mos! famous expedirion len Sn'ran Creek

i"-j*""ty, 1862. His parry, includi:rg the.trusted

William Kekwick made- it to tbe northern shore- at

CnamU.rs Bay, east of where Darwin now stands'

"The renrrn journey of 3200krn aiong the same route

rates as one of thi greatest fears of survival in

Ausualian exploradon," NIr Bowyer sa.vs'

Sruan's hea.lth failed. He was carried between cwo

horses for hundreds of kilomeues'- -in 
nO"tuia., Snra,-t ied his men, dressed in the ragged

bush clothing, down King Wiiliam SL Here was a

hero. in every sense."-'i; 
fh" Adveniser of the day noted: ''Had..Sturrt

never reached Van Diemen Cuif, he would suu have

;;;;,jt;;;.s! of expiorers' in as much as he.solved

,fr"'i"-iuj" mystery oi ''he intenor, telling ail other

"iorot.tt 
rtrar ire nia been there and they might go "-"i;;r-ezuI, 

of Stuart's work, the western border oi

SA was movedi tire Sute gained conuol of the Northern

i;rn,",f,, ,h. Overlard Telegrrph line was.consru^cted

along his route; the originll Chiur rulway ,from
ndeiaide to Alice Springs iollowed a similar line'

And that's not all: as l{r Bowyer predicts' rf lne

Adelaide-Darwin railway line is ever built, it will

almost certar.nly fotlow the path explored by Sruut'

the lrst of the greet explorcrs. L:i/



TIIE P. & J. HARR]SON'I'REK

ADELAIDE - ALICE SPRINGS - BRISBANE - ADELAIDE

BEFOR! THE TRIP!

Preparations for the frip, - especially the big one, - from Alice to
Brisbane started some weeks prior to our departure. They included:-

Qe.neral Vehicle lnspection: A thorough check under the Discovery, -
tightening loose nuts, and a general visual inspection for oil leaks,
(there were none!), etc. I did however find a huge rock lodged in the
suspension which looked suspiciously like a piece of the pilbara from
19911 A visit to Presfige Walkerville, - the Land.{tange Rover
specialists was well worth the effort to gain some insight into the
location of various 'under-bonnet, components, etc. Advice on
replacement of the new 'serpentine belt' was also most appreciated!
They deserve a plugl

\\fteels/Tyres: After rhe experience on a recent rrip to Blinman where
it was discovered that the wheels, - although interchangeable with the
Trak-Shak camper-trailer, presented some problems in mounting on
the Discovery, and/orTrak-Shak'spare, wheel carrying positions. Also
we were not altogether happy with the possibility of having torn pair
fyres on 'mag' rims in the bush, - our Tyre pliers(TM) not being the
most gentle on rims, etc. Accordingly, it was decided that we should
opt for steel rims all round, - Discovery, and Trak-Shak. John
Murphy Tyres came to the parfy with some reasonably compatible
partially-used tyres for the extra steel rims lhat came with the
Discovery cos.t was an average of $100 each, but with these ALI_
iyres/wheels were now interchangeable!

I{F (RFDS) Radio: .A plug for Perer Leonard, - of LENCOM
AERIALS who, with his various pieces of equiprnent checked out the
operation of the HF radio, and his company's rnulfi-tap aerial fi-ee of
cost/charge. Thanks Peter

UFIF CB Transceiver: As expected, - the Range Rover Club's one is
getling niore ditficult to lay our hands on, so bit the bullet, and
ananpcd with TITANSCEIVER SER\/ICES, (anorher phrg!), to
supply and frt a GN'IE TX4000R. Their cost, even when compared to
what we could get in tire trade, was most competitive, and the service
lnost appreciated.



Lunch at Port Augusta. Note the 'foiled' wildows, HF radio, and steel

wheels all round!



Discovcrv Ilack Windoiv: Beerr there, done that!, - and a broken back
rvindorv on outback roacls is nrost inconvenient! I{ad hcard about beer
cartons, lrorvever, rve still like to see out the back. Scralched our
lreads anil dccided to preparc for fitting irr'lhc Alice sorne bubble-
wrap orr tlre rear rvindorv of the Discovery to compleurent the Trak-
Shak stone guarcl.

D_ts!r!\:Cry__-- OUler l{L!de!t lior Centralian corrtlitions thcrc's too
rnuch glass, so ........ fitted sih'er foil on therear'safari'rvindows and
(lrc trvo 'rvoosie skylights'. Our experience in the Piibara last year was
that rvith these filted lhe tcnrpcrature in the rear area of the Discovery,
rvhcrc {he Engel frig'rvas could be reducctl considcrably.

Food: Pamela's departrnent!, - ancl slre excellecl!

Spare rvater/fuel: We carried tlrree water, and four fuel jerries, in
atldition to our inside vacuum flasks, and the4Lwater container. Cask
grog also on board, - for nredicinal purposes!

l.IIE ]]{lP!

Day l: Tue22Sep98 Adelaicle-Glendambo + 3/4hr
Early start for some minor messages before travelling via Virginia, - it
was our second son's birthday, then to Port Augusta and Glendambo.
Sorne rain early in lhe day, - rnainly in metro area. Ileadwind all day,
and rvamings of severe thunderstorms, however carnp north of
Glendambo.was reasonably sheltered. Local flies very friendly
thotrghl Iloth of tu rvith mild 'ttnrrny wog' from suspect tinned ham,
or cucumber lunch at Port Augusta. Both will have to be chucked
rvhen the next bin comes up!

Day 2:Wed23Sep98 Glerxlambo + 3/4lrrs - Erldunda
Wild night! Thunderstonns, rain, wind - however on thc bright side -
the rvind dried out the tent really well bcfore our departure in the
tnorning. Road verges noticeably rvet, with some low lying land
tundcr rvater! IIeard on the local station FIF radio, (2020h2), that all
roads in the Coober Pedy, William Creek, and Oodnadatta area are

closed. Ileadwind has died away arrd now have a rear l/41'y which
helps trenrendously. Good travelirrg and country is looking a treat.
Iloth of us now over the 'rvog' and able to take moming coffee with
the Mines Departrnent in Coober Pedy, lunch at Marla, and afternoon
lea at Kulgera. -l-he caravan park at Erldunda is a treat at only
$9pppn. Clean, spacious showers, loilcts, etc.



Day 3: Thu24 Sep98 Erldrurda - Alice Springs
Very quiet alxl peacefill night following the previous rvild night in the

bush north of Glenclanrbo. 'flre wild rveather appears to have abated

to the east! Slight delay in deparhrre as there was a reasonably heavy
dew, so had to 'sun' the tent before packing it away lor the next week
or so, seeing that we'll be ensconced in one of tlre suites at l-asseter's!

The road, and traveling into The Alice was very pleasant and

reasonable llel econorny, - arriving in tclwrt on ollr lilel 'reserve' since

last filling at Coober Pedy. After three years we're still trying to
confirm the' useful capacity' olthe long-range tankl Weather is still a

treat!, aud the 'locals' seern to have diruinished sernewhat.

Booked into our suite at Lasseter's for our Surveying Confcrence antl

after unpacking our perishables fronr the trailer, chained it to a post at

the rear of the complex. Will continue on our 'log' rvlien we depart in
about a week or so! llill Black, Ex-RASvy is also a Conference
Delegate so I guess there'll be a lot of reminiscingl
The day of the great IIoT dawned bright, - and not a hint of wet so the

HoT was assured of going ahead! A couple of years ago it had to be

canceled due to the bed of the'Iodd River being TOO WET!! Fair
dinkum!, - if you've never been to the IIoT, then you must make the

effort to be there at least once in a lifetime! '['he first Sunday in
October every year, and the cost at only $6ph is very reasonablc!
Food and drink stalls in abundance so no-one should go hungry/dry!
Races conrnrenced at about len in lhe morning, or tllere-abouts, and
went nost of the day culminating in the 'battle of the boats', - rvhich
are severely modified 4x4's, or 6x6's, - il's very hard to telll Anyu,ay
these monsters are set up as ships, man o' wars, etc. and conrplete with
water cannons, mortars, and sawdust bombs it's a battle to the bitter
finish. Natrrrally being squibs-we were on everyone's side/s, - thiling
that one would be srrbjected to the wratli of the varir-rus teams.

Nothing like a bit of brown- nosing! Events varied from surfing orr

wheel-nrounted surftroards on sleel rails, sand shovcling, tti thc ultra-
lightweiglrt'yachts'. l(ules'/

l'here were none that we could see antl it generally depentled on

whatever took your faricy, although the judges did rule out'tacking
duels'Australia took out the Amcrica's Cup liour the Yanks liorn l'tne
Gap who had it last yearl Nothing like sharing it arorrnd!

Our team frour Lasseter's did tlrernselves, and us, proud but roonr
sen,ice was notably lackiug lbr tlrc lerrrainder
ol'the tlay!



IIENLEY-ON-'|ODD RIiGATTA - Suntlay 04th October. 1998

Onc of the battlc-slrips lll-[ORE the battlc.



Day 4: Mon05Oct98 Alice Springs - Gemhee
Good to be back on the hack again after a ten-day Conference and
associated Meetings at Lasseter's HoteVCasino! By all accounts it
worked out OK, - however on the downside is that the both of us now
have the Conference Wog! After banking the remainder of the
Conference moneys, topped up with fuel and traveled via the Stuart,
and Plenty Ilighrvays to Gemtree.

Bitumen all the way, two-lane, then one-lane, and we arrived at the
Gemhee shortly before lunch. Full facilities at the 'van park. Bought
the obligatory barrow load of 'gem-bearing' gravel and spent a

leisurely couple of hours sifting out the crown jewels! They do also
have tag-along tours to the zircon, and garnet leases however these
usually take a whole day, - usually departing early in the morning/s.
Pleasant surprise to hnd another Trak-Shak next to us in'the park that
evening! Fitted the bubble-wrap rear window protection, and checked
all tyres for damage, pressure, etc. as we had been warned that the
road, (??), frorn here on was "not the bcst, and plenty of spares are
needed"

Day 5:Tue06Oct98 Gemtree - Tobermory
After a brilliant full moon, - morning dawned cool and cloudy,
however we had already planned on an early start to avoid the 'locals',
- flies! The narrow bitumen on the Plenty ran out after a couple of km
and now a very rocky track which was not comfortable, - however this
soon changed to a wide sandy track giving a very pleasant ride.

Traffic was very light and we were not unduly fazed, by an excess of
tourists! The country varied from open Savannah to wide gibber
plains, and most of it was very interesting. Some large termite
mounds now evident in the grassy plains.

The route of the Plenty Highway in this area differs from that shown
on my topo map, however, it appeared to be going our way so stuck
with it! Made it to the Tobermory HS close to the NT/Qld Border
which has a very pleasant camp area at only $14 a night, - with well
grasscd camp area, and sonre shade. The only unpleasant aspect was
the high winds which had sprung up early in the afterniron givirg us a
moderately strong head wind to contend with. Another family were
thcre getting some tyre repairs before departing for Boulia which gave
us some doubts as to the condition of the rest of the track/road, and
the adequacy of our treads however to date no problems!



Day 6: Wed07Oct98 Tobcrrnory - Winton
Day dawned clorrrly rvith tlrrearc'ilrg rain! Accorcli'g to thc nrap rvc
wete now or1 the Donolrrre Ilighrvay, - rrrostly clay but not-
witlrstarrdirrg not (lrc sort olcountry ttrat rvc woul<l likc to bc in if tlrc
Iteavc's opcn upl Spurrcd on by our rlcsirc to bc',outa thcrc,,, - wc
wcrc away by 07l5hrs l;s'lrvith spo(ty rain brrt rrot cnorrgh to rvct thc
trackl IIad a good nrn ancl werc at Roulia by Iatc rnor.irrg. Not a lot
to see at iloulia, howcvcr we took in tlrc local r'.sc.'rvlriclr was
very intcresting. They lrave a very goocl fossil collcction houserl i'a'
inrnraculatc prrrpose-built brrilclirrg whiclr is wcll rvorth a visitl
Toppcd up rvith somc fuel a'rl rvcre plcasantly srrrpriscrr to fi'd tlrat
the road east to winton is now sealecl, brrt only one Ianc, - bctter than
nothing though! Lurrch o' the bank.s of thc Burke creek belorc
tackling tlrc Kcnncdy Dcvcloprrrc't Roatl. 'flrc country Boulia-
Winton is very picturcsquc passing through thc McCaitney and
Carters Ranges, espccially lhe ranges aroun<i Midclleton wlreie thc
panoramic view from thc well constnrcted rest stop at the lop of a
driveable hill there is a must!

caravan park at winton has see' bcttcr rlays, a'cl to find that wc wcre
adjaccnt to the raihvay didn't Irelp a lot either! still!, - tlre conrpany
was vcry pleasant!

l)ay 7: Tlru08Oct98 Winton - l-ongreach
Another wet start to the dayl, but as wc rvcrc orrly planning on a slrort
day, - no <lrama as tlrc packcrl rvct tcnt corrlcl bc <lricd orit rvrrilc wc
rvere looking around the Slocknran's IIall of l;arnc at Longreach!
Now back on a dual-larre road, -tlrc La.clsborough Ilighrvay, rvhich
saved us a lot of heartache getting off thc road onto the gravelly
shoulders !

The Gunnadoo park at Longreach althorrgh ,tight' was vcry
comforlablc, - and altcr all it's only a place lo put your lrca<l dorvrr
aftcr a day rubbcr-necking! 'fhe'llall of Far.c is still vcry good valuc
at $ l2 'senior's ratc'

Day 8: Fri09Oct98 Longrcach - Ilrncrald
Tlireatening rain again! Bit of rain on the tcnt as wc wcrc packing but
not enough to worry! Norv on the Capricorn Ilighrvay, and the
country has changcd to nrainly pastoral, altd aftcr thc outback it's a bit
boring! Channing littlc towns alorrg thc way now, artd lrrnclr at Alplra
was an eye-opener! IIard to bclicve tlrat lcss tlran two ycars ago this
place was under a couple of nrctrcs of floodwaters!



Flighlight of the day was watching the cattle train grinding its way up
the Drummond Range to collect cattle from out Longreach way!
Madc it to Emcrald by early aftcrnoon and were invitcd to spend the

night at friends which was most appreciated as the rain was very
tlireatening! Soon aftcr thc heavens opened up and it was very nice to
be in a house unclcr a solid roofl Dinner at the Emerald Bowls Club
that night n'rost appreciated! Despite the rain, - the usual Friday-night
social bowls went off OK, - all very social!

Day 9: Satl0Oct98 Emerald - Rockhampton

Quite a bit of water laying about the place after-the storm, - and the

night in our friends back bedroon-r mucho appreciated! FIad planned
to call into the South Blackwater Coal Mine to check out the GPS-
controlled rnachincry guidance system, however would not like to
pass on the Confercnce Wog which has freshened up!

So onto Rockiel Had reasonable run on good roads however the

country has tumed from an interesting outback to boring pastoral!

Refueled at Rockie, - being well down on the reserve again! Caught
up with Brian/June Wilson, an ex-RASvy friend from PNG in 1965, -

both Brian and myself had been attached to the 'Regiment for their
PNG Aerodist (TM) programme.

I-Ie lrasn't changed a lot, - and we spent quite a few hours, ... "do you

remember Wally Mooney?", etc. Overnight in a bed under a solid
roof was hard to resist, - again! If you're interested I've got their
contact details!

Day l0: Sunl lOct9S Rockhampton - Hervey Bay
The invitation was there and would've liked to stay over, - chew the

fat, etc., however Brian's time was limited.

With his own survey company Brian now specializes in providing
services to the coal industry, particularly under-ground, and when
you're wanted, you're wantedl, - or lose the client! Spur-of-the-
moment dccision to get under way, and so after breakfast were on our
way again down the coast. We're now on the Bruce Highway, and

into strip development and it's not very pretty! Getting hard to teil
where one town starts/finishes, and all very commercial! Give me

South Aussie any day! Hervey Bay is intensely commercial, and

makes me wonder why on earth one would want to buy a house in the

suburbs ofIlcrvcy Bay.



Beach, - if there is one?, sonrewhere in the distance, sornewhat akin to
living on Brighton Itoad with twice the traffic!
Found a van park,- evenfually, and put up the tent and made battle
with the sand-flies! Both of us now not very bright, - the dreaded'tlu
appears to have caught up with us!

, Day I l: Monl2Oct98 llervey Bay - Mount Mellum
Scenic route, - if ever there is one over here, - down the coast!
Arrived at Steve Rose and Una's home at Mount Mellum where we
spent the evening with them.

Since retiring, both have moved down from Darwin and now have a
lovely house on the slopes of Mount Mellum, - overlooking the
Glasshouse Mountains. Again, - another night "remember when........"
Pamela was all ears at some of the stories, and risks we all took, - just
to get the job done! Wouldn't do nowadays with the increased
emphasis on OHS&W!! What's beyond us both is why on earth
would Steve and Una want to move from Darwin to Mount Mellum!,
however comfortable as the downstairs bedroom is it's their decision!
The overnight stay under cover was mucho apreciated Stevefuna!

Day l2: Tuel3Oct9S Mount Mellum - Browns Plains Weather
forecast for Brisbane - thunderstorms, and not-very-nice weather,
however, there's no avoiding it! Once you're within sight/sound of
Brisbane then you're stuck on freeways, toll roads, and at the whim of
road designers. Not a lot to see, - follow the car in front, and
hope/pray that they're going to the same place! A few days with
family will probably be more than enough, - and we'll be glad to be
under way again!

Arrived at eldest son Mark and Diahnne's house early afternoon and
despite the threatening weather set up the Trak-Shak at the back of
their house. Had we known the intensity of the forecast storms we
would most likely not-have done this however, - ignorance is bliss!
We did get some heavy rain, thunder, lightning, etc. and the backyard
was under water! I-Ieard on the media that evening of clan.rage in our
area of $A45m, so we were very lucky!

Day 13: SunlSOct9S Browns Plains - Nanabri
Both of us unable to shake off the Conference Wog, so .... have
decided to head home. Will have to catch up with the rest of the
plarured tour some other time! I-Ias hoped to catcl'r up with Fi' and

Geoff Larkin in Canberra, Ross MacMillan in Albury, Arthur and
Barbara Henson at Echuca, etc.



E,ventually rnanagcd to find the riglrt road out of Brissie and were on
our way! llelieve us, tlrere is no shorl cut Ilrisbane to Adelaide. IIead
wcst as far as Goontliwindi, then onto the Newell Ilighway to as far
south as is necessary, then west to Ilroken llill, and Adelaide! The
Nervell'carries a lot of transports so,.....ilyou're planning a trip this
wily, - be prepared! Alter the drag up Main Range just east of
Wanvick it's lair sailing, and the scenery is quite refreshing! We
rnade Narrabri by early evening ancl booked into the local Council
Park on the banks of the Narrabri l{iver. Good value at only $13 a

double for a powerecl site, and the staff are very lriendly! The park is

only just getting back into shape alter rectint floods and it took some
tirnc to find power for liglrts arrd tlre 'fridge!

Day 14: MonlgOctgS Narrabri - McCullockr Rung. Evidence o[
roadside flooding all around, and rain has set in!, however the
Discovery needs a good wash! We kept to the Newell' to as far as

Gilgandra, then onto the Oxley' which was somervhat degraded when
comparecl to the Newell', however when we got onto the Mitchell
Ilighway at Nevertire things started to look up again. Still raining and
Iunch at Nyngan at thc Lions Park, - in the rain was not our most
meurorable meal together!

IIeard on the radio that all roads into, and out of Bourke, Brewarrina,
Walgett, etc were closed due to flooding so g,uess we made the right
decision in sticking to the bitunren! Discussion/decision to be made
as to overnight stop!

Wilcaruria not a desirable location, and anything west just too far in a

day, so .... after consulting our book on'I{est Stops Across Aus{ralia'
opted for a describecl rest stop about 54krn east of Wilcannia, which
was "off thc highrvay, with goocl shade, and some toilet facilities, etc."

Calculatcd that we would get there on reserve fuel and at about the
right tinrc to sct up thc'l'rak-Shak lor the night. Praying [or a break in
the rain we set o[f, and arrived at tlre spotjust as the rain front passed
over allowing trs tlre luxury of selecting a spot closc to the shelter to
set up in clear wea(hcr. Ilad news was that the freebie public gas

IllSQ rvas not working so a wet-wood fire was eventually lit for our
planned IJIIQ tneal. Ilelbre rctiling 'jerried' tho Discovcry to get us
{lrrough Ilrokcn llill and into South Aussie! Rain held off niost of the
night, but the noisc o[ passing, and stopping transport was not very
welcornc!



Day I-5: Tue20Oct98 McCrrllock Rangc - Arlclaide
Our last day darvned clear, - and COI-Dl Light breeze has thc tcnt
dried which was a Godsend! Mct up with sortre lcss lortrrnate llran
ourselves, - an elderly coitple having breaklast at the rcntains ol our
evening BRQ, - rvho rvcre touring lrorn Port IIcdland, and {hrough
firc had'lost'tlreir rnotor lrorne, lifc-savirrgs, ctc. sorncwherc on tlre
Nullabor. All they had managecl to save was thc dirrrinutivc trailcr-
mounted Suzuki and roof-mountcd 'tinnic' complete with outboard,
etc.

The lront of tlic 'Suzzic' had sufl'crcd sonrc firc darnagc, and prizcd
nrounted fishing rods, etc. were also lost in tlrc fire. Fronr lheir
insurance they had, lrorvever, nranagccl lo buy a snrall trailer at Port
Augusta in which they hacl storcd rvlrat had srrrvived tlre fire, and thcy
were continuing on their planned circunuravigation of Australia, -
GUTS!!, - made us feel like rvoosesl With the Darling in hrll flood,
floodwalers were well up at Wilcannia with sonre fresh levies evidcnt
around the town!

I guess the caravan park was well undcr water so the overnight oplion
considered yesterday rvas not in the equation aftcr alll
Near-head wind again, and with littlc roaclsidc vegetation, etc. we
were copping the full elfect rvhich nrodified our anticipated fuel
range, etc.

Broken I-lill, as expected high in fuel costs, and nice to pass lhrough
quickly, rvith Adelaide in our sights for tlre day! Took on sorne
'insurance fuel' at Olary to get us to Yunta for sonte additional firel.
The road between Yunta and Oodla Wina was covered in 'hoppers,
and the DiscoVery and Trak-Skak bore the full bnrnt of them. As fast
as we had conte across tlrem lhey stopped, ancl lhcn it was onto
Adelaide. As planncd, arrived Adelaide at l630lrrs, and home is
really horne! Nice to be arvay, but rvlren you'rc not on top ol tlle
world home is much riicer!

Kindest regards, - and keep touring!
Pamela @ John Flarrison



IATE PRESS

Col-jn van Senden. Colin underwent heart surgery at Wakef iel-d

St. Hospital early this mcnth, and altho-rgh feeling a bit
sore and sorry is reccnrering fairly well.
We all" hope a full return to health is not that far off.

VALE

Lindsay Brandan. With regret I report the passing of
Lindsay in early Ncnrgrber at the age of B0 years. He was a

msrber of 2/I Topo Svy Coy during 1,i.W.2. I'm sure all
Associatj-on msrbers will- join in passing their condolences

" to Lindsayrs fanily.

Thanks go to Bcb Lcnre for the information.



5eason's greetings

and warmest wishes

for the

year ahead.


