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EDITORIAL

During the year, nov/ almost at an end with Christmas
approaching, our newsletters have provided stories and
snippets of nei,'s which hopefully were of interest to
a1l members.0ur thanks to the efforts of those who
volunteered(normally a no-no in the Army) articles and
news items for our newsletter.

The quantity of material received was ncrt as great as
would have been I iked, so make a New Year/s resolur- ion
to provide something for the year ahead.

To all our members,
New Year.

very Merr-v Christmas and a Iiappv

SICK LIST

GEORGE RICKETTS

George slipped on wet grass when he went tc check his
letter box for rnail in late 0ctober. The sicpe f rom
his front doo.r to the street entrance is \-eri steep,
and with the unusually wet weather of 1ate, he tas had
previous tumbles but not as bad as this one.

He broke his ankle in three places, requiring sxrger),
in the Adelaide Hospital to set thinAs right, uhi:h
also meant a four day stay. The foot and ankle i.-ere
immobilised with a plaster cast up to the knee, which
will remain until about a week before christmas before
removal. George is not certain how Iong after that
before he will have full use of his Ieg again, but
probably not until early in the New year. I know he is
looking forward to playing bowl s again and we al I hope
this will be in the very near future.



CLEM SARGENT

Not a local 1ad, but known to many, CIem has resided
in Canberra for many years. He underwenl prostate
surgery about t-wo months ago with everythine going as
his doctor planned, although it's something Clem does
not recommend,according to my informant. We a1l hope
for a speedy and full recovery, Clem.

WAYNE GILLIES

For anyone who has lost track of Wayne, he now 1 ives
in Tasmania in the Hobart suburb of Belleview
overlooking the sea, as he has become something of ayachting f anatic.

His wife Leslie sent a letter to Geoff Briggs,
informing that Wayne recently underwenl surgery to
remove a cancerous growth in the bowel. The operation
was successful in that the growth was removed
completely but requires follow up treatment of
chemotherapy, so the f inal all clear is some time
away.

The condition was discovered quite unexpectedly, when
Wayne went into hospital on the day after his
daughter's wedding in mid-November, t0 receive
treaLmcnt for what he thought to be a blocked boweI.
We hope everything goes well h'ayne, ancl will lieetr, in
touch.

AN INVITATION TO SYDNEY

Received an invitation from John Maltby, secretary ofthe NSw Association, to attend their christmasre-union and AGM on llth November, at the Journalists
cl ub i n cha l mers st. , sydney. There were no takers
f rom thi s end, John, but, I hope your I oca'l membersturned out in force.
Thank you for the invite, as you never know who mightbe v i s i t'i ng Sydney Town at the t i me .



VALE

FRED KITCH

Fred passed away in Auckland, NZ, last AugusL, while
travelline with his wife Ruth to Australia f rom

Canada. 0ur thanks to the September issue of 'Magna
Carto' for this information.

Fred was better known as
from around 1943 until
maintenance f itter in the
something of a character.

Kitch-'- and served at Fortuna
the seventies, as the
pr int ing room, and rn'as a i so

met and married Ruth, a

to Canada to live, reiurning
to visit familY and friends.

After Ieav
Canadian
to Austral

ng the ArmY, he
ass, and moved
a periodicallY

KARL BRATZ

Karl passed away at the Coober Pedy Hospilal early on
26th August this year. He was at- Lhe llarv Polter'
Hospice at North Adelaide, but when i L became obvior"rs
that he only had days to live, he returned :o Coober
Pedy by 'pIane accompanied by a nurse/ lo be amongst
his many friends there until the last.

The trip took toll
remained coherent for
time, although he was
he was sLilL wearing
floppy bush hat, which
mark for Karl.

of his failine heali-h, but he
a good bit of his remaining
drugged continuallr'. .il the end

his very casual T shirt and
had become something of a trade

The weather had been wet and
and f ine for the af ternoon of h
buried in his famous pre-made
iron casket at the town cemeter
Hiti.

Karl was highly regarded on
dedicated member of the

windy but turned sunny
is funeral, when he was
galvanised corrugated

y known locallr- as Bool

the opal f relds as
community' and a

character-about-town, which \nas ref lected in the Iarge
number of townspeople who altendeci the funeraL,
including a TV team to record the occasion. A

newspaper report stated the cortege as being abouL 2

Kilometres long.



'ltre p.l anned ir eadsLone is to incorportit.e aru 1B gallon
keg inscribed u/ith "Have a drinli on me". In lieu o1
flowers or a card, an inscribed Survey Corps plaque
was sent to thc Lown on behalf ol the Association, :ind
1s non hanging on the wall of the Italian Club, abovr:
the place whcrr: KarL used to relar on most da,vs"

Because Karl lrad no fam-il_v in Coober Pedl', his affirirs
anci t-lre furreraL were organisecl by friends, and our'
thanks to tirenr .rnd Darwn Jones and her husband.

Karl wrll be lorig remembered bv Lris many friencl s

KARL'S FUNERAL SERVICE - FATHER PAUL BURKE OFFICIATING



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROH CANBERRA

George Ricketts received a Christmas card from the
Director of Survey - Colonel Simon Lemon - wishing
Association members a Merry Christmas.

AUSTRALIA ON PAPER BY JOHN L]NES

This should be of interest to many members, and
is a hardcover publication of 344 pages covering the
story of AusLralian mapping f rom pre-FederaLion days
until no\t. It might be available from local bookshops,
but if not can be purchased from'ForLune Publications,
P0 Box 1220, Box Hill, Victoria 3'1 28' for $33'00
plus packing and postage of $7'00.

SURYEY CHRISTMAS PARTY

The 4 Field Survey Squad ron Chr is tmas par t-v was he ld
this year at the South Adela-ide FootbaIl Club on
Friday 1 1th December,1992.

The party consisted of both serving and non serving
survey people and their partners totalling nearly 100.
We had the whole dining room to ourselves and our
entertainment was a "Karaoke" band in which a lot of
would be singers entertained us throughout the nieht.

A giant raffle was run throughout the proceedings of
about 60 prizes valued at $6,500. These included a

night for 2 at the "Hyatt", a wheelbarrow fu1 I of
goodies, a f ish tank and f ish, a trip to Kangaroo
Island and lots more.

We would like to see a fen more of the ex-survey
"oldies" at this function, so write it in your diary
for next year. A very enjoyable evening was had by
all, and congratulations to the organizers.



1'ilI.l LON(; 1'RlP'tO CANIlt,)tRA

'fhe Vietnam l'orces National Memorial der.tication
service and parar,le held on Sa1-urclay, 3r'd 0ctober, 1992
was aLtended b1'Stan Stevens, Pat Cox anci myseLf. SLarr
nas lucky enor.rgh Lo score a ricle in a friend's car,
bu L Pat and I t ravc I I ed by bus . An Army bus rnas macle
available lry the Dcparlment oI Defence for serving
members of ;rl I lhret: Services who wished to Lravel Lo
Canber-r.r fol- Lhe occasion, with the proviso thaL
llnlrsccl seats \rcrc mar,l c available 1_o formef servrcemerr.
l)at ;rnc-l I plar:eil our names on thr: 'stand-by' li.st of
t,hose inLereslerl, and were lucky enough lo be
accepLecl .

I was a bit dubious about going by service bus, with
memories of thinly parlded vinyl covered rrprisht seats,
but as the old saying goes, never look a gift horse
in t-he moulh, so \../as prepared for the worst. Did'nt
have to \./orrv t-hough, as a brand new bus rdas provided
similar- 1.o t,hose used by 1.he interstat_c pcoplc:
c;rrt'it-.t-s, ,trtrl ;rrsl ,rs t{l.rnty :rnrl conrlott.atlit:, I)c,'part,ulc
tinr e wils on I'ltrrr srl :r-u-, 1st. 0r--tobcr at 6 a.m., l ron: t,hc
Palacle Groirnd al Keswich Barraclis, whjch meanL a 4.30
a.m. rise I coulci have donc wi IhouL, lo mal<e thc rol i

call at 5.45 a.m.

As would be erpected those on boarct were a mixcd joL,
ranging in occui)at.ion from pol ice officers, puhl i<:
servants ;rnd t.radesmen to reLirecs .incl pensioncrs,
pLus a well proportioned see-ing eye dog called Aztec
and a number of servicemen. Reading and swapping
magaz i nes and n.iwspapers \ras the main entertainmenL
with a goorl ,.1eal of humour pl-ovided by the more
garruLous passenge.s. hay'side stops were regular, so
there r''as no chance of gelling a numb backside, itnd
later in the mor-ning coLd stubbies and sof t drinks
were avai l.rble l'or sale and verv welcome too.

0Lrr overrright stop was at the Recrrrit l'raininS
Bat,taJ ron, Knportka, jusl outside Wagga Wagga, as most
of .vou will remember. IL \ras aboui 36 years since Pat
;rnd I had becrr t herc, and the p1 ace had completely
changecl in t.h,rt time. Gone werc the old corrugaLed
iron huLs clrrsiered in a fairl-v small area, and
replaced by dorible sLory brick buildings separated by
open landscaped areas and connecLed by kerbed and
fritrrnrised roiids



We were accommodated in an empty barr;rcks block, where
we found the beds had been made up by Lhe recruits
earl-ier in the day - not expected but a nice surprise
after a Iong day. The food provided was top qualJ.ty
with multiple choices, a long way from what I remember
of one choice per meaI, with the quality and quanity
depending on how far back in the mess line you were,
stilI, no-one ever starved.

Arrival in canberra was at the Royal Military college'
Duntroon, just before mid-day. Pat and I left our gear
at the sergeants' Mess before departing for a quick
tour of the town and the l{ar Memorial. Back at the
Mess later, where stan was waiting for us, i./e tried
for three c1 uarters of an hour without success to get
a cab lo take us to Alex Laing's houserand finally had
to resort to an s0s call and have Dawn Laing pick us

up.

we stayed at the Laing ranch over the week-end with
Ken Slater from Bendigo, and much later in the night
anoLher guest was added in the shape of LIoyd
Patterson who was to have been bitleted elsewhere, had
he arrived earlier. By the time we went to bed it was

only three and a half hours to the start of the Dawn

Service on Saturday morning, so very wisely all
decided to miss that event.

It really was worth the effort going to Canberra, in
meeting again with so many friends, marching in the
parade, the get-together afterwards, the Sunday
concert, all contributine to a great week-end. As all
the eventS are welI covered by Aler Laing's article,
I'll sa-v no more, except that I was touched by the
enthusiasm of the v'ery large crowd lining the parade
route, when applauding those marching'

our thanks to the canberra Associ.aLion for organising
everythine, and in particular to Lhe ef forls of Dawn

Laing. Early on Monday morn-ing ne r^rere driven to
Duntroon by AIex and Dawn Laing for the reLurn bus
Lrip to Adelaide. I was'nl looking forward to arl

estimated sixteen hour direct lrip home, but it went
very weIl, allowrng every-one to r-elax af ter a hectic
week-end, and considering ever."-thing,Lhe bus crowd was

pret,ty chirpy.



There were plenty of ref reshment stops at road houses
along the wdy, including a short break at a small and
lonely pub somewhere in NS1{, where I reckon the
publican must have been delighted with the stubbie
sales to over f ifty characters. Arrival time back at
Keswick Barracks was about 10 p.m. The bus trip had
been organiseci by the 0C and staff of the loca1
District Support Unit, and I think alt who went would
want to congratulate them on a job well done.

ALEX MUNRO

PS, Message to Robi n Wi I son

Percy Long was at the re-union and asked me to pass on
his regards to you.

NEW PRES IDENT I N W. A

Ray Sargeant is now the president of the W.A.
Association, replacing Don Taylor who is still in
harness as a committee member. Congratulations Ray, I
reckon you will do a great job.

ALAN TOOGOOD IN CIVVY STREET

Now out of the Army
Courts, but no-one
doing.

COLIN YANDEI,I,

and working in the Perth Law
seems to know just what work he is

CoIin somehow managed to prolong his pgsting to Perth
to a lengthy 1 3 years, but is nor"i out of the service
and works for the 1{.A. Central Mapping agency. ,



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN
SURVEY CORPS

Corps Shop Order Form
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WaII Plaques - RASVY

DeskSet-2Badge
Beer/Coffee Mu

Cardfe
Port & Wine Glass
Port Crock - RASVY 75th

_ NUI DAT SOUTH VIETNA],I
Stubby Holders - RASVy ( ) ASc( )

Woven Cl_oth Ba

Car Window Sticker
3 Badge fron-on
Corps T-Shirt colLared (Size: )

Corps Wi_ndcheater (Size:
Corps Cap

Cuff Links
Tie Bar

Corps Tie
Rule Sight - Alidade
Envel_ope - First Day Cover



CORPS SOTJVENIRS

I received a letter f rom Set Mike Bodman, who manages
the RA Svy Corps Museum at Bonegilla, enclosing a list
of products available for saIe, to raise money towards
the cosLs of operating the Museum. Mike would be
delighted to sell you anything from the range of
souvenirs and can be contacted on telephone(060) 55/+
302 or far (060) 561 162.
His full address is:- RA Svy Corps Association

Milpo BonegilIa
VICTORIA 3693

Cheques or money orders should be made payable to the
RA Svy Corps Association.

EXTRACTS FROM THE BENDIGO (MAGNA CARTO) NEWSLETTER

Daryl and Heather Hockings now reside somewhere in
Melbourne. Daryl is the Admin. Off icer at Broadmeadows
Loeistic Battalion.

Ace Evans sends his regards to Frank and Naomi Bryant

Bruce Cockburn is nov/
Queensland and alternat
visiting old friends.

Bill Black(Blackie) still
and is sti11 involved ri
for VIC Lands.

Iiving the good Iife, touring
ing between fishine and

lives at Burwood
ith geodetic and

in Victoria
topo surveys

Des Moore nor./ 1 ives in Cooktown. He
the time that Wally Mooney
spatch-cocks for some plump birds
Sergeants' Mess table at Fortuna.
us it's not true.

told the story of
swapped scrawny

destined for the
Please Wally, tell

,t

i
I
I

Tom Royl e i s now the Pos t Mas ter at Macedon in
Victoria, and also the 1oca1 newsagent. He is still
the secreLary of the Ex-Fortuna Association, until the
very unlikely situation arises when a volunteer is
brash enough to Lake the job.

Dan Mc Lusky now I ives in Mackay and runs a training
and consultancy business, He also mentioned running
into Butch Winterf lood.

Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword recently returned
home to Queensland af ter four nronths stint in Lae,PNG,
working with the Anglican Board of Missions"



VIETNAM UEUORIAL WEEKEND

The Australian Vietnam Forces National Memorial was
dedicated at a ceremony at the newly erected memorial
on Saturday 4th 0ctober, 1992. Although the dedication
and subsequent March past was the focus, there were a

number of other events which preceded and fo1 lowed i t
which made for a most enjoyable, very long weekend:

As usual the Corps started late!By late 1991 all
accommodation in Canberra had already been booked for
the long weekend in 0ctober so at our ANZAC Day
meeting we decided the members of Canberra RA Survey
Association would billet all RA Svy 1'lietnam Veterans
wishing to come to Canberra for that weekend. All
state Survey Associations were advised of this and we
sat back and waited for the acceptances to ro11 in.

It was not the flood we expected, and hoped for, but
nonetheless there were enough who did answer the call
to justify the efforts the local members had made to
arrange a hopefully, enjoyable anC certainly full
weekend,

The proceedings started Friday nieht when all visitors
assembled at Alex & Dawn Laing's home where they were
met by their hosts and taken home for dinner. That
\./as the theory. 1n practice everybody wanted to see
Ltoyd Patterson who travelled up from Wodonga with
Ross McMillan and arrived about 9 p.m. by which time
everybody \"/as a I ittle chirpy and a litt1e late for
dinner.

The morning of the March dawned brieht and clear. Not
so many members of the RA Svy contingent! Being a

Iittle "tj,red" from the night before most decided to
forego the Dawn service at the Australian War Memorial
saving their energies for the arduous March at the
Dedication Ceremony.

Members began assembling on Reid 0val, adjacent to
Anzac Parade, and near Lo'the Memorial, about 8 a.m.
With some 50,000 other Veterans also assembled there'
it was a time for wandering around and renewing
friendships. There \{ere a number of veterans there who
will be well known to Corps members although they did
not march with us. Those seen by the author included
Brie David Rossi(M0 Gading 4), John Spencer(Captain
Money Gadine 5) Ike Lever(AATTV), Bob Wood(Ex 5 Sqn),
Tony Dipede(8 Sqn, 2 Sqn), Brian Partridse, John
Lamby, Kevin Quinell and Peter Sadler.



When the time came to form up we found we
contingent of 15 including Stan Stevens,

had a

Lloyd
Patterson, Pat Cox, Jim McDonald, Ken Slater, Alex
Laing, Graham Baker, Paul Faithful, Alex Munro, Ross
McMillan, John Bullen, Percy Long, Charlie Watson,
Rocky Camps and John McCulloch. As we marched out of
Reid Park the band struck up the Corps March and again
as we approached the Memor ial for the 'eyes r ight'
"Wandering the Kings Highway" g.eeted us. It added
just that little bit extra to the step of the group.

Following the March everybody returned to the Laing's
for a buffet lunch. We were joined by the Director
Colonel Simon Lemon and his wife Elaine, Clem ancl
Margaret Sargent, Chris and Beryl parkinson,
Geraldine McCulloch, Marie McMillan and Ike Lever.

Sunday the day of the Concert was a "disaster" l>ut
only weatherwise. About 11 a.m. it began raining and
did'nt stop all day. This however did not deter a
dedicated band who thought they would see Lorrae
Desmond, Denise Drysdale and Patty McGrath one more
time. These and many other former VieLnam ConcerL
Party enLertainers def ied the rain to put on a great
show. Fortified by many trnnres and sheltered bv
plastic garbage bags thousands of veterans
sang"Leaving on a Jet Plane" for the umteenth time and
went home wet, weary and well satisf ied with a great
af ternoon of entertainment and nosLaleia.

Monday, a public holiday in the
of our guests leave by bus, car,
we should do it again some
suggested Perth and I think that
me i n I

ACT, saw the major.ity
plane and train vowing
time Normie Rowe
's a great idea. Count

ALEX LAING
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lst AUSTRATIAN @XFERENCE ON IiAPPIXC & CHARTING

The Conference, hosted by the South
Australian Division of the Australian Institute
of Cartographers, was held at the Adelaide
Convention Centre over the period 14th-17th
September, 1992.

The thene for the Conference was, cMapping
for a Green Future', and those fortunate to be
able to attend were treated to a wide variety of
Technical Papers on alI aspectB of cartography
from the ecological nanagenent of the natural
environment, to the current state of developnent
in LfS, and GIS applications for resource
development.

Coupled with the t Conf erence hras a
comprehensive equipnent, and product exhibition
put together by Tony Stephens, - (well done
Tony! ! ). There were the usual State and Federal
Government Department and Statutory Authority
exhibits with topographic and thenatic napping
products, to the latest in GPS receivers and
computer-based napping hardware.

The weather for the duration of the
Conference was far fron seasonal, and in a word,
miserabLe and apologies for this far fron
ordinary South Australian, (AdeIaide ), weather
were Alluded to by both the Conference Convenor,
Grant CulIen, and the Minister of Lands,
Environment & Planning, and Water Resources Ms
Susan Lenehan, who opened the Conference.

The Keynote Address was delivered by David
Rhind, the current Director-Generel of Ordnance
Survey Internationel, UK, whose address on the
situation in the UK on 'user pays' napping
products, and forecasts for the future nust have
Ieft just es nany Delegates wondering about their
futurer &s others who saw a faniliar scenario to
Austral ia. Less money, - tnore services, and the
need to 'trim the fat ! t



Old Royal Australian Survey Corps identities
seemed, (for ever!), to appear from amongst the
crowd, and John Hillier took the initiative and
arranged & Reunion Luncheon at the Keswick
Barracks Officer's lless during the week. About a
dozen or so Ex-RA Svy members attended and the
planned brief luncheon enbraced more than the
al-located tirne, and covered nore than a few
decades of the 'old tines' of the 'Corps. There
were at least a dozen Conference Delegates with
after-lunch dozes that afternoon !

Well done AfC ' and to those Ex-RA Svy
members who were so prominent in getting this 1st
Australian Conference on Mapping and Charting off
the ground, - congratulations!!. If this
inaugural 'Conference is any guide to the future
the next- one is &n event not to be missed!

John D A Harrrson

A CHNl'IJRY AND NOT OUT

On 26th November this year' Jach Cullcn Lultrcrl '1 00
ve ars of oB€r and jn honour c,tf the occaslrrrr ' Ire

rt:cr:ivecl congratulations from all ov(it Aust ril] i..r ltncl
overseas, including those sent orl i-rehall ol oul'
Association. A pretty good innings ,"-ou ni usL ;ldnr it

0ne of Jaclis' daught-ers-Mrs. Rosernar,"- l'{orrjs-re(rent1y
wrote t,o George Rir:ketts Lo sa-'.' that her dar-i iiaci ci

Iovely 3fternoon at !'ortun3 on the spe.:cia1 11:i1', ,rtlci ()ll

the following Sunday received about tl0 ca1 lcrs at arl
o1)en day held at hjs Bendigo home. she ;rlso ment ir-rrrt:ct

that John llillier, Don MacDonaLd, Frank tsuckLancl ;rnd
Harry Raisbeck visited Jack for the occasion.



The birthday celebrations held at Fortuna were
reported in the Bendigo Advertiser with the following
article:-

"There \./as only cne candle on

representing one magnif icent century.
flr. CuIlen, born in Ireland on November 261h, 1892,
was saluted by family and Army Survey ReCiment members
at Fortuna yesterday.
He stood to receive their greetings, which also came
from further af ield:-f rom Minister for Defence, Robert
Ray, Army chiefs and from Buckingham Palace.

CulIen's birthday cake

Corps patron Colonel Commandant
a telegram from the Princess
Cullen said it was an honour to
"It vJas also an honour to have
for my birthday" he said.

former surveyor John
yesterday-one cancl 1e

Swiney read a copy of
of l{ales, a message Mr.
receive.

all these people here

Mr. CuIlen also looked over an old plane table, a
piece of equipment he used as a t.opographic survcyor
early in his Army service to help procl uce military
maps of Australia.
Mr. Cul len served overseas in WorId l{ar 1 ancl was a
member of the Survey Corps from 0ctober, 1920, until
his retirement as a Captain in August, 1952,

In the latter years he \{as staLioned in Bendigo, where
he has continued to live and is still an honoured
guest at Fortuna functions.
"f still live in my own house", he saicl , his voice
sti11 carrying a sof t Irish 1ilt.
"You never lose an accent, even after a1I these
years", he laughed.

He is also one up on many people four generations his
junior-he stili reads and writes without glasses.
Mr. Cullen's tuo daughters, Mrs. Rosemary Morris of
Bendigo and Yrs. Betty Bengough, of Melbourne, were on
hand to help with the celebrations."



WHERE WAS EVERYBODY

The tenni s pi cni c he'ld on Sunday 27Lh September was
not wel'l attended at all, although I believe it did
clash with another function and there were some
apologies,so I guess it was just one of those days.
P'ity though, as the 'locati on was a pi clure and the
weather absoI ute I y perfect.

NO... l'/v\ SORRY...zuT SOLITARY MFANS
sOLITARY

MILITARY
DETENTION
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Merry Christmas
and a

Fl.ppy New Year


