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EDITORI AI,

We are into August already.and Alex and I have been quite

busy settinc thi;""oitlon readv for publication'

This is our biggest issue yet and as you flip through it we

hope you find mosL articles more than interesting'

l.le are starti.ng to get a-few peopl"-"-on!ributing to the

newsletter "no "! 
thank them for their effort '

Bernie i.Jatson has written a very interesting article about

his enI istment Outi"g WW2 and if anyone else has any ideas

for other articfei-"tttta the WW2 era ' let Bernie know on

Phone 296 9573.

tle wish also to thank Geoff Briggs for his article'Geoff has

an interest in early south eustiar ian history, and has spent

many a Ione hour-';;;tching through records and archives '

Happy reading !

JIM DUNN



i

SICK LI ST

PETER PUCZKOWSKI

It is 12 months since we first reported Peter had
cancer, and he is still f ighting on despite the loss of a

lung and other biLs and pieces. Chemotherapy of course has
robbed him temporarily of his hair, but there are signs that
the remaining cancer is shrinking, and hopefully it wilI
continue to do so. Peter looks pretty well and tries to
keep himself fit, having a positive attitude to his
condition, which we a1l hope will soon improve.

MAR.I KNICHT

Since her operation for cancer last SePtember, Marj has
recovered fairly well, although her condition still requires
to be monitored every three months. The last check was only
last week and the pathology report showed the all clear,
which was great news for Marj . She hopes the t ime between
check-ups will soon go to four months and eventual Iy to one
year, and we hope so too Marj . She reports feel ing pretty
healthy at the moment, and with a bit of luck should remain
that way.

FRANK BRYANT

As reported in our last newsletter' Frank was waitins for an
operation to re-al ign his left knee-cap which had set a bit
off centre after a previous operation to re-construct t-he
knee. The operation was successful, and the knee is
progressiing we11, although it will require rest and
physiotherapy for a long time yet. Frank's right knee also
requires reconstruction, but he reckons that it wilI be at
least 12 months before that will be attempted' so lets hope
a good recovery is not too far into the future.

ROBIN WILSON

Robin has recovered from his
but is now trying to shake
reckons is far worse than
operation. With luck, Robin
a few weeks.

hernia operation of last April'
off a dose of the 'flu which he

the after effects of his
should be fighting fit again in



ON ''3OINING UP'' - 19+O ST\LT

It was into the evening of Sunday, September 3rd'1939
when I arrlved back in Melbourne from Ba1larat, via a

furniture van. At that time I was a member of the
Coburg Harriers Club and we had been to Ballarat to
take part 1n the Victorian 5-M11e Cross Country Champ-
ionship. As many of us were out of work and the rest
of us, belng fairly young, were not in well paid jobs -
the Depresslon belng not yet over - our cheapest mode
of transport was to hire a furniture van and all pile in.
(A tttting introduction to Army transport) The City was
full of people, trafflc and noise, paper boys selllng
speclal edltlons announclng that War Was Declared, and
aII was bustle and excitement, with everyone giving
their opinions about what it would mean for us aII.
A few days later I managed to find the recrulting 0ffice
of the Air Force, it belng located ln a quiet street
off Collins Street, called Market Street. The office
was staffed by some very snooty 'rBlue 0rchlds" who soon
showed me the door - because I hadrnt matriculated! !

Although I had done the course in 1933 or 4' I had
become ill just before the exams and so hadrnt sat for
them. Nevertheless, the Air Force didrnt want to knon
rll€o So, feeling much disgruntled, I went back to rork
and flnlshed my apprenticeship as a Lithographer at the
end of the year.

By this time the war had entered the phase known as the
"Phoney War", when nothing much seemed to be happeninE
and everybody was saying it would soon be over.
0f course, it was also the Northern \linter, and while
nothlng much seemed to be going on, there must have been
an enormous amount of activity occurring behind the scenes
gettlng ready for the Spring and 9:mmer assault. \Ye

who were ln employrnent golng about our dal1y business
didnrt pay much attention to the war untll the faII of
Paris, when we really knew it was on ln earnest. The
rush to join up rvas something to behold' the reerulting
offices couldn't cope with the numbers applying and
crowds of young men were waltlng for hours outside the
doors. The day I decided to enlist was a Friday night
after work, toward the end of June 1940. I went to the
Melbourne Town Hall and couldn!t get in, the place was
full and there was a crowd on the footpath. There was
nothing for it but to wait, so I went for a swim in the



City Baths, had a meal, and rolIed up again about
a quarter to nine. By this time the crowd outside
had gone through and it was reasonably calm lnside,
though still busy. By the time the usual forms had
been filled in and a medical exam passed it was
late in the evening and the R.R.D. at the Caulfield
Race Course had stopped receivlng for the night,
so I was told to report there on the Monday morning.
BUT, over the week-end the Government had stopped
recelvlng recruits, in Melbourne anyway, because the
camps were full. This state of affairs persisted
through all of July and well lnto August, wlth my
perlodic haunting of the recrulting office.
Eventually, recrulting was recommenced, but by now
the Army had lost my papers - (typical?r)
Anyway, the papers were found at last and I was
accepted into the A.I.F. - but not before one more
hurdle had to be Jumped. Because so much tlme had
elapsed slnce my first medlcal exam, lt was decreed
that I must have another one. Everything went wel-I
until near the.end, when the examinlng doctor declared
that I had plles and that I would never be able to
march and carry a pack! Well, do you thlnk I went to
town about that! I pointed out that I was the 5-mlle
Cross Country champion of the Coburg l-larriers CIub,
I was an A-grade mller ln the track season, and that
the previous Easter I had hiked for three days through
the Whittlesea Ranges, carrying a 65Ib pack! It was
whlle I was carrying on about this, that a much older
doctor came in, a MaJor I thtnk he was, and after
Iistenlng for a while he came over and sald rrletrs
have a look, sonrr, after whlch he sald rryourll be
alright, Iad,. yourll dorr,and I was ln! He was rlght,
of course, because Irve still got rem, and never a
bit of trouble.. So thatrs how I finally got lnto the
A.I.F. tn 1940, on the 26th August.

BERNARD WATSON

vx 38633



PRE-ANZAC DAY DINNER FOR MEMBERS AND IiIVES

The idea was suggested at the re-union in 1991' as a night
out for members and their wives or fr iends ' to get together
before the Anzac Day re-union, so it was put to the test on
Saturday, 11th April,at the College Arms Hotel in Curri-e
St. , AdeIaide. Those who attended were Bob and Margaret
Love, George and Marj Ricketts, Lou and Beryl Bear, Alex and
Joan Munro, Laurie and Pam Sutton, John and Pam Harrison'
Rob and Jul ie Langley, Harry and Dianne Dunn, Bob and Rhonda
Cooper, Ken and Beth Jeffery and there were two late
apologies.

Dress for the night was casual and we met in the front bar
at 6.30 p.m. for a pre-dinner drink, while waiting for
everyone to arr ive, before moving into the dining room ' The
dining room was large and pleasant and we were aII seated at
one very long table, with the place to ourselves except for
a small group celebrating a birthday.

The menu had a good selection of dishes and the prices Here
reasonable, with the dearest main course costing $7 ' 95.
Everyone ordered and paid at a sma1l bar, €liminating the
old problem of paying as a group after the dinner when a lot
of us have trouble remembering how many drinks we had. There
was a side table of bread, rolls, salads etc and Haitresses
served our meals.

The courses were spread out, allowine Plenty of time to chat
between ourselves in a relaxed atmosphere. The serv ing staff
were young trainees from the TAFE college, which manages the
hotel as a training venue. The tthead waitertt was a young
vag who promised to play a few tunes on the piano which he
did later in the evening, proving to be a competent p_iani-st,
entertaining us for a while on the grand piano near the end
of our table.

I think the wine may have taken hold by this ti.me, as we aIl
joined in with the birthday crowd in singing "Happy
Bi r thday" when the cake was brought out al 1 I i t up with
sparklers,

The party broke up about 10.30p.m. after a very pleasant
evening and Itm sure everyone would agree that it is well
worth noting on the social calendar for next year.

ALEX MUNRO



RETIREMENT OF FRANK BRYANT

Frank retired from the Department of Lands on 1 2th June,
1992,as General Manager of the Centre for Remote Sensing at
Technology Park. His first position in the Department was
in the photogrammetry section(from memory) at Netley, wh-ich
he took up in late 1979, after leaving the Army.

His retirement is a few months earlier than would have been,
because of his knee problems. As Frank related ' by the t ime
he would be fit enough to resume full time duties, it would
leave just a few short months before he reached the
compulsory retiring age, so thought it best to pulI the pin
now, allowing a replacement to be found that much sooner.

Frank and Naomi have recently had a house bui I t at Victor
Harbor, and are looking forward to spending some time
there, not on a fu11 time basis, but commuting down at
week-ends from Adelaide and for longer periods in the better
weather. To both, Best of luck in retirement '

VI I]TNAM MEMORIAI,

The official unveiling of the Vietnam Memorial will take
place in Canberra on Saturday, 3rd 0ctober, 1992 '

Colonel Alex Laing is organising a re-union for that
week-end for alt survey members who served in vietnam.
Because all hotel and motel accomodation in canberra is
thoueht to be completely booked out over the saturday, and
sunday, Alex and a few others from the canberra association
are going to billet those attending, usi"ng bedding supplied
from the School at Bonegilla.

I t should be a good week-end,
detail, contact Alex Munro.
going over.

so if anyone would 1 ike more
At the moment at least two are

ANDY STRACHAN NOW RUNS THEM IN

After many years of being engaged in surveying associated
with oil exploration and building construction, Andy decided
to change direction entirely as far as future employment was
concerned, and recently was accepted, as the oldest recruit
everr into the South Australian Police Force. Best of luck
in your new job Andy.



KARL BRATZ - AN AUSS.I E BATTLER

It is with considerable regret thaL
Karl is suffering from bowel cancer,
to chemotherapy, so iL is now simply
his system packs it in. But just
guess. He is now in the Coober
daily medication of morphine to make
as possible for him, and I imagine
him as well as possible.

I pass on the news lhat
which has not responded
a matter of time before

how long is anybody's
Pedy hospiLaI, receiving
things as comfortable
staff are Iooking after

Karl has accepted his situation with a very positive
attitude towards living, treating each day as it contes, as
best he can. He was in the former Central Command Field
Survey Unit at Keswick, before his discharge in the early
sixties, and even after 30 years is sti ll remembered when
former members of the unit get together, and the odd tale or
two of old times is being related.

I can remember working with Karl on a tellurometer traverse
somewhere S. E of the present day MinLabie opal fields ' when
I shot a small duck for the pot, which he decided to cook in
the aboriginal way( so he said) by cover ing the whole duck
with thick mud and baking in hot ambers. The theory is that
as the mud dries and fa1ls away, so do the feathers and
other bits, leaving a wel I cooked duck.

There was a problem, with no known mud for a few hundred
miles or any suitable soil either, but there was plenty of
the fine reddish sandy kind, which he mixed with water
producing a very thin and gritty mud of sorts, and somehow
managed to scrape enough over the duck, before droPping it
j.nto the campfire. Later in the evening, a charred mess was
pulled from the embers, which I point blank refused to
touch, although Karl nibbled a bit, just to Prove that it
was probably edible.

He always had his own ideis(generally less conservative than
most) on how things should be done, and was something of a
personal ity, but a good hand to have around. Karl always
worked on survey jobs, moving around outback Australia with
various mineral and oil exploration companies such as
Western Mining, often in areas where less adventurous
surveyors prefered not to go.

He decided to settle in Coober Pedy about 8 years dSor when
he set up a business undertaking survey work around the opal
fields, but never once became interested in opal mining.
Karl gave up the business a short time back, as Government
restrictions plus the tax nran made it difficult to remain
viable. He also helped out on conrmunity projects such as
the town water supply and the survel. work required for the
local cemetary.



when Karl became aware of his cancer concl'ition, he tidied up

his affairs, and made arrangements to dispose of his survey
equipment. He didn't lose his sense of humour either, as
I ive been told he considered buyine 5000 crown seals with
the idea of using the lot for his beloved homebrew, while
there was still time. Karl was a home-brew boy from way
back, and I have a vague '.recol lection of once trying out
one of his early attempts at grog makinB '

Going back a few months, after discuss ion with a few mates
and more or less as a joke, he decided to have a coffin
made, not of wood as is usual, but of galvanised corrugated
iron-thettclassic Aussie materialtt- as Karl said' He was
duly measured and the coffin made, ant placed in his lounge
room to wait until finallY needed

He has become a bit. of a celebrity of late, as articles
about Karl, his cancer and coff in, have appeared in the
Advertiser of 25th Apri1, 92 and the Post of about one month
?Bor and although I have read the Advertiser article, I have
been unable to buy a back copy of each, so either they all
sold out on the day or perhaps Karl bought all the remaining
copies.

I tried to ring him at his dug-out home about one week a8o,.
and when there was no answer, I phoned the Bar at the Desert
Cave pub, where the barman gave me an update on Kar I ' s

condition and put me onto the hospital, where staff gave me

another update, before putting my cal I through to him '

It was the first time I had spoken to him in an estimated 27
years, and f suppose it was strange for both of us after
such a long time, but I found Karl's memory to be Pretty
good. For anyone interested in making contact, the phone
number of the Coober Pedv hospital is (086)725 009 '

From what I remember and from what I've been told, I reckon
Frank Sinatrats old song ttf did it my way" could well apply
to Karl.

ALEX MUNRO.

p.s. since writing the article, Karl has been shifted to Lhc
Mary potter Hospice at calvary Ilospital, strangways Tcrrace,
Nor Lh Adelaide.



REPORT ON OUR ANZAC ,DAY RE-UNION, 1992

The Anzac Day re-union this year was again a very enjoyable
event, helped along by fine and sunny weather, which is not
always the case. There was a good roll up and f'm sure all
who attended had a pleasant day.

Some of those marching in the Paracle met at Keswick Barracks
at 9 a.m. as usual and were driven to the form-up point to
meet the others in t.he back of a covered truck, driven once
again by Sapper Gordon Santo. Some thoughtful lad had
covered the wooden seats with blankets so the short trip was
qui.te comfortablel thanks again Gordon.

There were fewer of us than usual this year, but enough to
make a go of it, and with Cpl Mark Linwood very smartly
turned out in uniform, leading the way as our banner bearer,
we made a reasonable show of it. Carrying the banner is not
as easy as it looks, and our thanks go to Mark for a job
wel I done.

There r.tas a surprise addition to our ranks just before the
half way mark, when the Director of Military Survey' Colonel
Simon Lemon joined us. He was over from Canberra on
holidays, and as he didn't know the location of our form-up
point in Victoria Square, kept a look out until we marched
by.

After the march finished at Pennington Gardens, there was a

chin-wag for a while, before we spl it up into those
remaining for the memorial service and those returning right
then to Keswick Barracks with Gordon, who returned later and
picked up the others after the service. Colonel Lemon
returned with us to the Survey Canteen at the barracks for
dr inks and the BBQ that fol lowed, to which all former survey
members were invited' courtesy of the 0C, Major Andy McLeod'
Twenty four association members attended the function.

After the BBQ, we adjourned to the the unit conference room
for our AGM, which lasted about 45 minutes' The main item
discussed was whether the association should become
incorporated to safe-guard members against possible court
action in the event of personal injury at a function' This
will be finalised in our next newsletter. Also discussed
was the recent relaxation of rules by the RSL, as to who is
eligible to march in the Anzac Day Parade. After the
meeting we all returned to the canteen again for drinks and
nibbles and further reminiscing. Later in the afternoon
there was a surprise visit by 4 pipers and 2 drummers from
the Adelaide Highland Pi-pe Band, led by Pi-pe Major Jim Love,
who entertained the gathering with a treat of pipe and drum
music before joining us for drinks.



As you may have guessed Pipe Major Jim is the son of Bob

Love, who arranged everything. Bob has since lold me that
Jim was one of Lhree pipers invited from Austral ia tHo years
ago to play at a "Beating the Retreat" ceremony i.n l{orse
Guards Parade, London, to mark the 200th anniversary of thc
forming of Scottish Regiments into the British Army'

By this t.ime the sun was getting low in the west and

"u"ryonu 
beSi.nning to drift their various ways, so the

re-union ended when the last remaining members moved across
the road to the Sergeants' Mess to f inish the day '

AI,EX MUNRO.

A. G. M. 19s2

L to R - FFCINTFilIW-JlM i.IATI-IAN, BERI'IIEWATSON, HABRY DUNN I

OeOnC'e n|CKETTS, ALE( MUNRO, BOB LOVE, GEOFF BRIGGS'

CENTFIE FOA/-JIM CXJNN, JOHN WCKEB, JOHN HABRISON.

LOU BEAR, DA\E CHEESMAN, BOB LANGLEY, PAT COX'

BACK FpVV- EIOB GRI FFIN, MAX @LETTI, DARCY PATR I C K
WALLY MOONEY, KEN JEFFEH','/, JOHN GASKELL-

w: IAN WARK, BOB COOPER, BbB WILLIAMS,

^l\INTNAWSTtrPHtrNS



ANZAC DAY PARADE,1992

L to R SCH@L CADEI(U N KNOWN, ALEX M U N RO, c EORG E R|CKETTS,
FMNK Mc MILLAN, EXfB LOVE, GEORGE CAMPBELL. KENNEDY, PAT COX,
JOHN WCKEB, BOBC@PEF, DAVE COLLTNS AND BEBNTE WATSON.
HIDING BEHINDTHE BANNER IS CPL MARK LINWOOD.

u//
EYES RIGHT - PASSING THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAB MEMOBIAL



SUR/EY GROUP- ANZAC DAY PARADE,

4 FIELD SUR^/EY SQUADRON
CrcING THE ADELAIDE BRIDGE



ANZAC DAY BABBEOUE

L to R BEFII.IIEWATSON, BOB LOVE AND GEORGE FICKETTS.

ENJOYNIG AJOKE-JOHN HAHRISON AND WO1 BOB MILLS

PHOTOGMPHS @UBTESY OF CPL. TEBRY KING

Good quality colour prints of aIl photographs shown are
available. Contact Alex Munro if interested.



'I
Following my article on Robert Buck in Ed.3' the followinq relates -to
his great grand-father Robert & fanily' & also to early surveying in SA.

r**tt
EARLY SURV€YINg E CHARTING IN S.A.

Brigadier L. Fitzgerald, in his book'Java Ia Grande'described the
exploration of our southern shores by the mysterious Portugese seafarer
Christova de l'lendonca circa 1521, out of l'lalaccar in three caravels.
l'lendonca landed at a number of places, including the now Victorian coast
& the Kimberleys. Did he explore the eastern coast of Gulf St Vincent?

ln L627, the Dutch Capt Francois Thijssen with Pieter Nuyts visited our
Hestern shores, a5 far as Ceduna. Abel Tasman bypassed SA in 1642.
After Capt Cook's charti.ng in L776, the coast line of the fifth great
continent was known, exceot in the southeast.

Capts l"latthew Flinders & Nicolas Baudin charted & surveyed that in 1802'
prior to their tragic imprisonment & deathr respectivelyr on Mauritius'
their Nations being at war in lAO3. Their chdrts h,ere published in tB14
& IAOB; Flinders' Here superlativer with both a narrative & Naval Hydro-
graphic versionr appearing on the day of his deathr in 1814r at age 4O.
Their charts show Sandy Point, noe, the P.& E. Eet. south of Pt Wakefield;
but north, 'nothing but nud & sand banks'.

l.lhaling, carried out along the entire SA coast since IBOOr reached a peak
in 1826, there were over 2gg, whalers at work on Kangaroo Islandr & they
visited the mainland coast. In lB55r Capt John Jones froo Tasnania
resupplied the Kt whalers, & explored the east coast of the 6ulf in 1834.
He found The Port River, & norninated it as an excellent harbour; Capt
collet Barker had found its inlet in 1831, & it appeared on the House of
Conrnons l.lap of Colonization in 18361 known as Gt Sixteen l-tile Creek.

Robert Buck was born in 1789, near Greenwich on the River Thamesr County
Kent. In 18O5, he was a seatnan-at-xar in the Battle of Trafalgar.
The Buck name appears in ancient languagesr Old Anglaicer l'liddle Enqlish'
etc. Buck-ing-ham(let) ras the only town separately nentioned in the
Donesday (land survey) Book of 1O€6r having been created the Sovereign's
country seat in Ba6. The nane has always.neant'the stong atales' i.e.
stags, deer, goats, hares, etc; & also to do rith large forest trees i.e.
boc/bole/butt' habitable by the bucks.

Robert rnarried |taria Oliyer Robertson of London in 1816; they resided at
Dept(deep)Ford on the sorith side of the Thames', 5.5 miles east of Inner
London, ie at Long. sl'w., opposite The Isle of Dogs r.hich had the docks
& store-houses of the East & west Indies coys, & adjacent to The Royal
Docks, as shown on the maps of 1760 & 1fJ20!.
Their first seven children were born therer 1819-53.

Edward Gibbon l.lakefield & Robt Gouqer created a new conccrpt of colonis-
ation for sA, enacted in 1834 by the Parliament of 6reat Britian.
Col. tlllm Light was appointed Surveyor-General on Feb 4 1836' at E4OO pa.
The'RAPID'was purchased for EL7O9|, to be Col. Light's Survey Ship'
col. Light was too ill to sail on Aar.241 in lead of the second survey
ship .C|6NET', which carried the Deputy Surveyor-6eneral Geo. Strickland
Kingston, (later Knightedl, an lrishman Hith a brief education in archi-
teciure & engineering, none or little in surveyingr & ignorant of maths.

on April 30 1836, Robert & his first-born Robert Jnr, age l7r were given
free passage on the 'RAPID' to SA as crei{ members, Robt snr. also as
ship,s cooi; their agent-guarantor was Colonel tlilliam Lightl the ship'5
co. They Here the 3sBth & Sloth applicants, & the 12oth & l2?nd embark-
tlonr for SA. They rcrc both gr|d lor their duties aboard'



the 'RAP!D' was built at Yarmouth in L826, sh'e was a 2-masted brig of 153
tons, rigged as a snowr T@'x22'xL4', & refitted in 1856 as a survey-ship'
at L62 tong. Besi.des the Surveyor-General/CO, the Officers were Lt- WlIm
Geo Field lst Off.' sub-Lt t4llm J S Pullen RN, Znd Off.& Asst Svyrr(&
later Admiral), fir Robt K Hill srd Offr & three more gentlemen-of-means
whose passages were not defrayed by the Emigration Fund' natoely Asst Svyrs
!.tllm Jacob, Wllm Claughton, & the Survey Surqeon Dr John Woodforde.
The Svy Laborerg kere Wm Freemantle, wm Lawes' & Geo Penton.
Also on board the RAPID were llaria Gandy as Col. Light's companionr llrs
Bradley, the boatswain's wife, & the 13 well-selected seamenr tnaking a
total of 7 gentlenen, I lady, & 17 eoigrants.
The rest of the survey team, Kingston' & Asst Svyrs Finnissr Nealer& Jnr
Svy Assts Symonds, Cannan, Hardy, Ormsby' Carrington, & svyr's laborerst
Here on the'CYFNET', the other survey ship, a 5-masted barquer 239 tong.
The Svy Lbrs were engaged for a year, at L2/- a weekr plus naval rations-

The RAPID sailed from London City Canal on l'lay 15t' & arrived at Nepean
Bay KI, L12 days later on August 2Q, a'fter what Pullen described as a
very pleasant voyage, & the fastest of any in 1856; both aspects were a
tribute to Col. Liqht's style of leadership' his personalityr & his skill.
Robert cooked for the company in a small deck-houser the caboosel belowt
there Has only 4'l" between the two decks. The cooking & catering gear
included a grid-ironr 6 wine glassesr a corkscrewr & a coffee-mill.

tn the absence of the CYGNET' e.hich visited Riol arrived sep llthl after
a tractious cruise ot L7l days, & squatted in Nepean Bay for a month!t
Col. Light had imnediately commenced his surveys duties, in the RAPID'
Eoth ships were well equipped for their tasksr & had a Year'3 provisions.
The Svy-Gen had been given a ludicrous set of instructions in Londonr but
paranount was to establish the site of the capital, & survey it for use.
He explored Encounter Bay en-route to KI, then Rapid Bayr in which he
found great comfort, appealp & an ideal svy camp. He continued assiduously
north, landing often & walking through areas which delighted hinr chartinq
the waters & surveying the land et each location, & alg.ays looking for
the reported 'fine harbour'r the crux of ernigration. By Sep 27, he reached
the Gulf head, & despaired. 'no Port','. Running southr with l'lr Pullen
in the hatch-boat hu99in9 the shore, Col Light saw Pullen enter an inlet.
The next day Col. Light explored part of this inlet' but it was not until
Nov 22nd that he actually solved its rrhole mystery, & declared it the
Harbour, The Pt of Adelaide. He then explored Pt Lincoln. On Dec 22nd'
Svy-6en Light' in a srlall boat' happily led the RAPID & the 36O ton barque
'TAm 0 SHANTER'up the Port Adelaide River to harbour & land. Between
1437 & his death at aqe 54 on Oct 6th 1839' Col. Light designed & surveyed
Adelaide, the surrounding country, & controlled surveys in other irnportant
areas, despite ionense hardships & tribulationsr natural & bureaucratic.

Robert Buck Has the 'li9hter"-nan' in the Pt of Adelaide' taking off
heavy cargoes in the North Arm, & in Gawler Reach for snaller ships.
For emigrants, he r{as'ferry-rnan'r lending them at the CuEtom House & pub
where Col Light's (Old) Pt Road net theot at the closest approach ol drY
land to water, via 4o0! yards of tnangrovei cut for a channel to Pt Fliseryt
ie the shallowest part of the Old Port Reach.
For VIP's, he ras'guide', neeting them at the anchoragesr Pt llalcoln (the
Fort)r or at Semaphore, where ships were sighted & signalledr. both for
their own relief, & for news to the Port establishment. Robert took these
paying passengers overland through the sand-hills to the same destiny-
However, he provided cold salt-water baths for all at'8uck'5 Flat'r oppo-
site the landing channel: 'bath before I ferry you'..?
Fresh water was later found in xells on Robert's land in 'tlatervale'
(behind the Exeter pub) & he established his hot & cold fresh water baths;
the arrival of ernigrants reached about 55QtO pa. The trek fron 9latervale to
Pt l{isery was via 'Euck's Terrace', now BartleY Tcer I'lest Lakess to Buck's
Flat, on the west shore of Pt l'lisery. Port Adelaide Football Club g.as to
play i.tg first match on Buck's Flat in 187O.



Robert's wife llaria arrived on the'CLEVELANO'' Dec 18 1839, with their
other chj. ldren, l.llln Henry (17)1 Phillippa' Susannah, & Henry l.lllm (6);
tdllm was a seaman. ltaria's Has the 5110th embarkation to SA.
Phoebe Has born at Pt A'delaide on Sep 2Q 184Or; 'Hhat a reunionl'.
With Robt guiding the,n, all th€ sons went on to be marinersr ship-xrights,
& pilots, building & operating the Buck Line of small ships for coastal
trade to as far as Robe, KI, Pt Lincoln' & Freemantle' & including the
transportation of the unwelcorne Chinese emigrants to the Vic. goldfields,
via the 'back-door' at Robe. Wllm Henry was sent to be a gold-digger in
Vic., & returned with a small fortune, which bought pastoral land on KI,
whilst the family also purchased land along the Gulf coast' to Goolwa.
Robert collected l/4 ot the gifts to establish the C.of E. Church of 5t.
Paul, Pt Adelaide, 1A4l; & bought part of the glebe land at Albert Town.
ln 1842, Robert & sons built the cutter 'tlilliam Henry'. with Capt R Buck
as I'laster, it traded in both Gulfs & to KI. Being intentionally smallt it
was able to reach the furtherest into the Port Riverr ie to Bucks Flat"

On June 2O L849, the Adelaide nellspaper'Register' reporteds 'An important
discovery has been made at the head of Gulf St. Vincent by llr. Buck, being
nothing less than the existence in that quarter of an available harbour
for coasters of some burthen' with good natural accomtnodation for the
purpose of loading and discharge. The harbour is the embouchure of the
River Waketield (which wa:i named in l€38 by llllm Hill' pastoralist) and
though being anything but obvious to mariners uninitiated in the mysteries
of the locality, it is nevertheless easy of apProach and secure. By this
discovery, about 56 .niles of land carriage betl.een the shipping place at
Pt. Adelaide and the Burra Burra will be cheaply substituted by liater
conveyancei xe understand that |lr. Buck has already entered into a rather
large contract with the ltanager of the great snelting works near Kooringa
(Burrat for the conveyance to and from, of fuelr metallic copper' etc..'

Robert naned his discovery 'Port Henry', after his sons, & with deference
to the Governor Sir Henry Fox Youngr & Sir Henry Ayersr Secretary of the
5A Hining Assctn., who norked the Burra mines. tlhen a town was surveyed
there in Apr. 1859, the nalne proposed ras'Pt Young'r 'the 6uv demurred''
becauge the place rras so unattractive in appearance; so it ras re-naned
'Wakefield' & proclairned a Port in l'lay lA5O1. Capt. Buck's trade there Has
.nassive, since his small shipsr such as the'PHOEBE'r were well suited.
Some of his other ships Here the 'Robert & Ilaria', a pleasure craft which
raced in Pt River Regattasr 'Fame' , a 62 ton schooner used to transport
the Chinese enigrants to Robe, & the 'Joseph Lee Archer'r which he bouqht.

llaria died at l{atervale in 1857' Robert in Lfi7?i both were buried at the
Albert Town cemetery, which is now desecrated. R.I.P., l-laster l'lariner'

Each generation of Robert's descendants to date have included master
,nariners, located at places such a5, KI, Wallaroo, NewCastle, Freenantlet
t'lelb., etc.i but Able-Seaman Clifford T Buck r{as lost-at-sea with HIIAS
Sydney in Nov 1941, in engagetnent rith the Gernan cruiser'Kornoran'.

A remarkable exception to these sea-farers ras Robert Henry Buckr 1881-
196O; his rnother xas of the lrish'Breaden' fanily Hhich established rung
in the northern parts of SA, & in the NT, sending the best of re-nounts to
the Cavalry in tndia, & cattle to Adelaide etc. In l9B5 he joined his
unclesr & becane the station-ofloer at Renner's Rock, amongst others.
Bob was the ground-manag€lr for Donald llackay's aerial surveys of 193S-37
in SA, l,lA, & NTr over about L/3 ot the continent. Lake Buckr NE of Tanrani
NT, was named in respect of Bob's contributions to the Project's success.

He ras knoe.n as'8ob Buck the Bushnan'. llithout formal trainingr Bob had
all the skills of an explorer/surveyor, & was highly regarded as a veteran
of th. .ntLr. .rG.t &.nd .n QxPQrl'c.nQlLQr'. On Thurs Jr.lne Sth 193O
he recorded in hig dLary 'mY lirst 9o in the airr 16Ql miles out'.



After Lewis, H B Lasseter perished in the Peternan Ranges' 195O' during an
attempt to re-locate his gold-reef, seriously financed by the central
Aust Gold Explrtn Coy, several searches Here nounted from Sydney' his
home-town; ground & air attempts Here mader ending in trauma & failure.
Lasseter had quarrelled with all of his party, & gone on alone'
Bob was engaged to find Lasseter in 19511 he eventually found Aborigines
wearinq belts, of camera filn, Lasseter'9, & they told Bob that Lasseter
had pegged an arear nearby. Bob found Lasseter's shallow (aboriginal)
grave on ttarch 29, re-buried the body deeper, & returned to Alice springs
with Lasseter's false-teeth & papers: the coroner found that he had died
of starvation, aHaiting re-supply, rhilst living with the Aborigines for
16 weeks. Bob was feted in sydney, & led numerous exPeditions' to un-cover
the reef of gold, to no effect; he cane to believe that it existed only
in Lasseter's imaginationl many did not agree, & continued to search.
In 1958, Bob was the chief pall-bearer at the lonely re-interment of
Lel.is Lasseter's remains in the Alice Sprinqs cemetery in 1958.

'He buried him twice'.
Bob was also renowned for his good sense, hospitalityl & humour; he was a
notorious yarn-spinner, noSt of his gtories rere true ie 'mustering cattle
by boat'. on his visits to the Alice, he nas an identity anongst friends
at the stuart Arms, oft saying "playing crib & drinking rum are the best
things in life, & we do'ern together". one of his deerest Possessions wa5

his iicence to eoploy Aborigines, who.n he treated relll, it ras said that
.he had a way with black felloxs'1 of course, they provided,nany things
necessary to his station & expeditions: for rhite travellersr he was a
guide; & helped many in distress. On the norning of Auguet 9th 196O' in
Alice Springs hospital, he told theo to'Hind ny Latchr it'll tell when I
die, this time., he died pn. It was strange that Bob left his naritime
birth-rights at Albert Town & tlallaroo, in favour of the centrer but he
displayed there the same fortitude & leadership as his sea-faring fanily.

His father, grand-father, & great grand-father were named 'Robert'.
'Another Robert'

On that note, I end thig very brief record of.the BUCK fanily involvenent
in the early exploration & surveys of South Australia.
A detailed list of my references is available.

Yours'qt -. *\lr - .
Geoffrey N. Eriggs.
l'lay L9?2.

l'ly ref erences include:
1. 'Java la 6rande' - L. Fitzgerald 1984.
2. Co I . Light ' s 1s t tlaP of SA. - 1456.
5. Gt. Britain House of Commons t'lap - 1836.
4. Adelaide's'Register'
5. 'tlhat's In a Name'
6. 'Founder of A City'
7. Pioneer Asgociation of S.A.
A. 'The Romance of Place Names' S.A.
9. 'Atlas of S.A.'

16. R.8. Sexton.
11. S.A. Archives.
L2. Sydney llirror
13. Greqory's Guides & l'laps
14. Australian Post
15. Alex Jelinck's Index
16. Family Docunents & Research

- t849/L872/rA9g.
- R- Cockburn 19O8-84.
- G. Dutton L922-L96e.
- Paophlets L962 etc.

'- 6. l'lanning 1986.
- s.A. Jubilee '15O' Eoard 1986.
- L9tJ9.
- lgBg,'s.
- Apr.29 L931.
- c.1958.
- July 24 193€l.
- c.1980.
- G.N.B. r9B3-92.
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In the lirst week of June, both AIex Munro and I wet-c invited
to attend the 77th Corps B-irthday celebrations at Bonegilla.

--l.long wi th serving members, Ken Talbot-Smith, George Timmins,
Stan SLevens and the zlc of 4 Field Survey Squadron,
Captairr Neville Stone, we set off in two Army cars to our
first destination, Fortuna Villa at Bendigo.

Arriving just in time for tea we dined at the Sergeants'Mess
and retired to the bar a little later. It wasn't until the next
rorning that I re-met serving members" f haven't seen for
20 years. Alt seemed to remember me, the. faces I knew,but some
of the names slipped my memory. (old age? ) . Most were on their
vay to BonegiIla as we were that morning so f knew there
nould be good times ahead.

Everyone there seemed to know me, even the ones I had never met
before. It seems that Mick Sarson(now a W01 ) had been spreading
rumours about me getting lost in Papua New Guinea. Actually
it was all his fault, I had to get away from his corny jokes.

After a few drinks(4 or 5) it was time to get ready for the"Main
Event" and what a time we had. Surrounded by old friends,'
ee got VIP service during the evening and along with 120 others,
had the company of the Major General, Second in Command of
the Australian Defence Forces. Also present were a Brigadier,
Colonels, HaIf Colonels along with every other rank from Sergeant
upwards.

llith dinner finishing at 11.30 p.m.(five wines and 3 ports later)
ue somehow made it back from the 0Rt s Mess to the Sergeants'
t{ess(about 500 metres walk along the lake) and spent until 2.30
a.m. reminiscing over old times.

It seemed that I was a party pooper as most people didrnt get to
bed until 5.30 a.m.

ue left for Adetaide the next morning(with a few headaches)
vith an extra passenger Bob Williams and arrived back about 6.30
p.n. A very good time was had by all,and I would highly recommend
it to all ex-survey members. If you are interested in going
next year, Iet Alex Munro know at the Anzac Day re-union.
Total cost $27 for the dinner and about the same for sundries.

JIM DUNN



THE LOCAL CELEBRATION OF THE 77TH
AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS '1992

B I RTHDAY OF THE ROYAL

The occasion was celebrated with a formal dinner held in the
Sergeants' Mess at Keswick Barracks on Friday, 3rd July and
organised by 4 Fietd Survey Squadron. Ex-members who
responded to invi tat ions sent out were George and Marj
Ricketts, Bob and Margaret Love from Strathalbyn, George and
Eva Gruszka, John and Pam Harrison, Laurie and Pam Sutton,
Alex and Joan Munro, Trevor and Barbara Hann, Peter and
Dianne Davis and Bob and Ros Williams. Also attending r\'ere
Stevo Hini^c, Stan Stevens from 0rdnance and from interstate
were Jason Wel I s from Geelong, Brenton Whittenbury from
Melbourne and the terrible twins Roger Reece and Neil Jones
from the Map Depot at Bandiana. As I've heard nothine to
the contrary, f hope all our interstate visitors had a
pleasant and safe trip home. My apologies to anyone I mieht
have missed.

W01 George Timmins was the Dining Pres ident, and also had a
hand in organising the cooks, who did a first class job in
preparing and presenting the various courses, all
compl imented natural 1y enough by good South Austral ian wines.
The Loyal Toast was proposed by Sgt. Grant Mc Guiness and
the toast to Diana, Princess of Wales r as the
Colonel-in-Chief of the Corps was proposed by Lt.
Chamberlayne.

The toast to the Corps was proposed by W02 Ken Talbot-Smith
and the response was given by the squadron 0C, Major Andrew
Mc Leod.

S/Sgt John Zuringer was farewelled on the night, being
discharged after twenty years and one day of service. As a
finale to his career, "Zine gave one of his usual humorous
speeches, reminiscing on the highlights of his service life
and raising considerable mirth all round. Best of luck for
the future John.

The night was wel.l and truly enjoyed by all who attended and
finished in the early hours for the last hardy souls.

ALEX MUNRO



NEI{ ARRIVALS AI{D OUT-OF-TOI{NERS

A short run-down of association members who have recently
arrived in Adelaide or who spend most of their time out of
Adelaide, and not seen all that often:-

DR. BOB

Bob Williams moved to Adelaide with his family last October
after retiring from the service in Bendigo, to take up a
position as a senior research scientist with the Defence
Science and Technology 0rganisation at Salisbury.

He began his cl imb up the academic ladder when posted Lo
Canberra as a Staff Sergeant in 1977,where he gained his
Bachelor of Arts degree in computor studies at Lhe Canberra
Col lege of Advanced Education, before being promoted Lo
Lieutenant in 1979 and, posted back to Bendico.

Bob was promoted to Captain in 1983, and posted on long term
schooling to the University of llisconsin in the USA to
undertake post graduate studies in automated cartography,
finishing in 1 985 with a Master of Science degree.

Back in Bendigo(again), promotion to Major came in '1 988,
when posted to the Australian Defence Force Academy in
Canberra, to study data structuring of geographical
information for two years to gain a Doctorate in Philosophy.

Bob and his wife Ros and family have now settled into their
new home at Salisbury East, less one son in his third year
at the Defence Force Academy.

Best of luck in your new job and
to see you at our annual re-union.

TREVOR HANN

the future, Bob, and hope

It was good to see Trevor and Barbara at the Corps Birthday
Dinner a6 Trevor is not sighted all that much now, as he
doesntt get home on a regular basis because of his job.
Trevor is a technical advisor with Laos Survey and
Exploration Services Ltd., based at Vientiane near the
border of Laos and Thailand. He is involved mainly with the
logistics of mineral,/oi1 exploration projects, rather than
the surveying side of things.

He has been there about two years now,and has developed
other business interests also. He reckons the quid
available up there at the moment is much better than what is
available at home, which is not difficult to imagine, given
the state of the present recession. Previously, Trevor spent
about 5 years working in Indonesia as a field operator on
various exploration surveys.



IAN WARK

Ian was in the print j-ng/ad,vertising business f or some time,
until about two years ago, when he seemed to disappear,
until he turned up out of the blue, so to speak, last Anzac
Day. He told me he has bought a farm property near
Robertstown, about 120 kilometres north of Adelaide and
I ives there with a fair degree of self sufficiency' only
going lnto town a.s necessary to collect his mail from the
post office and obtain those things he cannot produce on the
farm. Stock includes cattle and sheep, pigs, poultry and he
also cultivates a vegetable gatch, which all sounds a bit
like oLd Mc Donalds farm, but fan certainly seemed
enthus iastic about the pIace. Hope the property I ives up to
expectations Ian, and all the best in your venture.

PICNIC AT BROWNHILL CREEK

This event has been organised for Sunday 27th September,
1992' near the northern end of the Brown Hill Creek Caravan
Park. The picnic area and tennis court have been hired fr.om
Noon to 5 p.m

It is the same spot where we held
which was well attended and a very
as I remember. There is plenty
facilities on site.

a picnic a few years ago 'pleasant time had by all'
of shade, but no BBQ

'Phone around to see who is coming, and remember to bring a
tennis racquet if you or"rn one, but make sure you mark the
date on your cale-ndar.

SAILING THE PACIFIC

Heard recent ly from two sources that Cam Chapman and Sam
Chambers have pooled resources and bought a yacht (or craft
of some kind) and are presently heading towards the Solomon
Islands. I understand they hope to start a fishing or
charter business.
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