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EDTT()RIAL

The Survey Ex-servicemen's Association Committee wish you a happy and safe
motoring taster. lle hope to see you all at the Anzac Oay re-union at l(estrick

Barracks after the Anzac Parade.

The Sergeants Mess will be open as usual, and as most members would knon, the

barbeque nill once again be held at 4 Field Survey Squadron.

Oon't forgei lo bring along any stories or ne{s items that couid be used for the

magazine, and failing thal lte would Iike your comments and ideas to improve 0ur

magaz i ne .

See you all on the day.

slcr tIsT

ROE IN I,{ILSOl,1

Robin is going into hospital on !lednesday 15th April for a hernia operation, so

sill certainly remain' lhere during the Easter break. His condifion must be

fairly bad and really needs operating on, olherwise Robin would never leave his
beloved pigeons allhough his grandchildren do a pretty good job al looking after
them, so he tells me, Eest of.luck from al] of us Rob, and hope everything goes

well towards a speedy recovery.

FRAI{K BRYAilT

t{e reporled thaf Frank had a knee replacement in our Iast issue. Since then

recovery has been slow but steady and he is slill on crutches, due to the

kneecap not aligning properly after the operation. l{e is scheduled to g0 inlo
hospital about trlo rreeks after Easter for furfher surgery to re-align the

kneecap and hopefully to fix the knee once and for all to be aimost 100% again,

l{e all hope so Frank and the best of luck fo a full recovery.



A G0IDFIttDS C0l{t{EcTI0il

George Ricketls related lhis story to me after visiling sluart Hall Iast ileek.
During the course of conversation, Jessie llall remarked on hou many people had

noticed the resemblance between stuart and sir George LanseIl, lhe former
"Quarlz King" of Bendigo,

George had not known George Lansell, naturally enough, but did know thal he had a

balding pale and a beard, the satne as stuart, so he supposed rhere were
reasonable grounds for resemblance.

Ihen Jessie spilled the beans that Stuart's maternal grandfather and Sir George
uere brolhers.

stuart had kept the relationship pretty much to himself during his days at
Forfuna, hence few of his Army friends knew about il, Jessie thought the statue
of George Lanseil in Pall I'lall near the Bendigo Fost 0ffice showed the best
likeness.

i knew that Stuart rlas an oid
be neus to a Iot stil] living

AL TX I,lUNRO .

YATE

DOi! COCKER

Died suddenly of a hearl attack at his home in perth last January.
Don retired as SSl'1 of 5 Fd svy sqn in Perth, just a few years ago, after a long
career in the survey corps. He was then slill young enough to join the Army
Reserve, which he did and tras promoted to captain shorfly after, holding thal
position until his'second'retirement at the age of 55 years in the lafter parl
of 1991.

Don will be sadly missed by his family and many friends.

Bendigo boy from way back, but I'm sure this will
the re .



50th AililIvtRSARy CEIEERAII0ltS, t912-1992

tifty years in the one place is a Iong time, but Ihat's how ]ong the surveyors,
cartographers and lithographers of the Survey Corps have been associated riith
Eendigo in Victoria.

Ihey were posted there at some lime since 1942, frorr every state in Auslralia,
and large numbers remained and settied permanenily in the district, which
indicates the place must have something going for it.

Io mark the 50th year of the association between the city of Bendigo and the
survey corps, the Army survey Regiment paraded on the Queen Elizabelh oval on
lSth I'larch, 1992, reviewed by the l'layor of Bendigo, councilior James Oouglass.

Ihe reather turned kind for the occasion and a steady breeze throughout lhe
norning kept conditions reasonably pleasant, during an otherwise very riarm day,
l'1usic ras provided by the Australian Army Band, and the parade took the form of
a march pasf in slow and quick time foilowed by an Advance in Review 0rder, in
salute to the citizens of Bendigo.

Eoth Colonei John Hillier and the llayor addressed the parade and the Regimenlal
Chaplain offered prayers. Ihe Regiment then marched down Vierr St and along Pall
l'lall, saluting the I'layor at a dais outside I'temorial Hall.

Ihe overali presentation of the parade tras first class and I was inrpressed nith
the standard of drill and turn-ouf of all those laking part.

A xell produced brochure, corrrtnetnorating the occasion nas available as a

souvenir, but I Has sorry to see it did not make a ntore specific mention of RSI'I

Graham Ragless. I'll bring a copy to our Annual re-union nexr Anzac Day for
those interested.

An 0pen Oay was organised for the afternoon to allorl visitors the opportunity to
inspect the various ltork areas and equipment, but being a normal work day, far
feller than normal attended.

Ihat nighl the celebrations ended tith a public concerl provided by the
Australian Army Band on the lawns around the lake at Fortuna.

ALTX I'IUNRO



A SI{IPPET OF HIST()RY -.F(]RTUI{A I9{2

According to the souvenir brochure provided at the 50th Anniversary parade, Landr

Headquarters Cartographic Company moved into Eendigo from l,1elbourne on llth
June 1942, to lake up quarters at Fortuna Vi]1a, the one time mansion of George

Lansell' liho Has knotin as the "Quarlz l(ing" in the early days on the local
goldfields.

Ihe photographic camera and printing presses uith all ancillary equipment ilere
set up in lhe old quarlz stamping baltery, while the cartographic sections
occupied the old mansion, Throughout liilll, members of the Cartographic Company

produced 8J4 maps and printed around 20 million maps and charts, a remarkable

effort.

George Ricketts tras in the first group of twelve draftsmen lo leave Helbourne by

train from Spencer Street Slation and travel to Bendigo, in June 1942. lle cannot

remember the aclual date, nor how they got to Fortuna from the railtiay stalion,
bul a safe bet would have been in lhe back of a truck.

George can also remember llarrant 0fficer llarroid Trisl, who moved to Bendigo

several weeks before June. l'larold had some previous knotlledge of architecture
0r engineering and Has appointed survey iiaison officer rilh the engineers wh

prepared Fortuna for occupalion by Cartographic Company

One of the facilities Has a block of iatrines and shouers buill on nhat is nori

the lawned area behind lhe 0fficers and Sergeants'l'lesses. I suppose a ferr like
Neil Rankine and Jack Gore can still remember.

AL EX I,IUf.lRO

IllE ADILAIOE C(]IITIIIGEIIT

tight travelled over to Eendigo for the anniversary funclions, George Rickells
and Aiex t'lunro travelied over in George's car while Robin and l'largarel l,lilson
George and Eva Gruszka and l{ally and Ilene l'looney drove over in their 0hrn cars,
all leaving on lhe Ihursday before lhe events.

Robin has altiays been early to rise, so naturaily he left around 5 a,nt., lrhich

ttas'nt a bad idea nhen considering how hot lhe uealher ras. George and AIex lefl
at'a more civilized hour, al about 9.30 a.m, and arrived in Bendigo abouf 4.30
p.lll.



i{ally l'looney Has 0n the sick Iist for a few days before departure, so Has

doubl aboul going righl until the day before departure, but Iuckily came good

tirne lo make lhe trip. Keep it up l'{a}ly.

For lhe very first time ever, every one had to adjust lheir wafches back a half

hour on enlering Victoria, rihich is the 0pp0sile lo normal because South

Australia was lhe only mainiand state sfill on daylight saving at that fime.

Have'nt heard anything lo the contrary, so assunte every0ne returned home safely.

IN

Ilt

AI{IIIVERSARY EARBTQUE AT I(]RIUIIA

The 50th Anniversary celebrations continued

a barbeque al Forluna organized by the

Royle and Tony EIlis,

on the Saturday afler the parade,with

Bendigo committee of Don Swiney, Iom

The day Has Harm and overcasl and excepl for at'out a dozen drops of rain,

remained fine throughout the day. A shori meeting nas heid as the barbeque got

under way about rz.io p.fi,, to decide 0n a name change for the local

association, but lhe consensus of opinion of fhe crowd there was to relain the

present name of the Ex-Fortuna Survey Association.

Besides the Adelaide contingent, amongst the yorrd eiere Harry Raisbeck, T0m

Chisholm, |{eil Rankine, Jack Gore, Gordon ||asirell, John i|ogan, Ross ||yde, BilI

Jeffery, Ian Lever, Roy florgan, Fred Panknin, Ken shaw, Harry t,lright and Eill
torrest just to name a few bf those present. Several ex Carto Coy members were

able to aitend, which was what the 50th Anniversary ras a]1 about, making a

prelty good turnout with over eighty attending from as far away as NStrj, ACI, SA,

and many parts of Victoria.

0ne afternoon is nol much tinre to catch up nith so nrany oid friends, but I think

mosl peaple lried lheir best, A greal afternoon, and a note of thanks to the

organizers for a job well done.

ALEX I'lUNRO



AII AI{IAC TRIEUIE

Geoff Briggs selected the foliowing brief exlracts from the diary of an English
inlelligence officer wilh a survey background, a Captain L.B. tieldon, who

operated in the I'liddle East area during til,l 1. Ihe particuiar interest in the
diary is much closer !o hone, as the Bertie Buck mentioned in the extracts canre

from Kangaroo Island, and is tloyna Briggs great uncle.

Affer the uar, Bertie returned to Adelaide, taking a position with the Adeiaide
Steamship Company and finally retiring as its Senior l'iaster of Ships,

Ihe Euck family have been mariners over rrtany generafions and a Robert guck

served at one time on Hl'lS IRAFALGAR,IateT coming to South Australia on the RAPI0

in 18J6, a feu months before the official colonization of South Australia.

seiected extracts from a diary kept from l9l4 to l9l9 by caplain L.B. ileldon
l'l.C. later to be Surveyor-General of tgypt 1920-l9ZJ.

"Jan-l{arch l9l5 Someone was nanled to distribute spies or agents behind lhe

Iurkish lines; this Iittle job fell to my Iot.
Ihe'Aenne Rickmers" was a German cargo ship of 7000 lons, steel, single screir,
and a caplured prize-of-war. The Captain rlas Lt. R. Gaskell R.l{.R., said io be

previously a Syrian smuggler, of height over 5 foot, and rieight of 23 stone, bul
he uas very acfive,,a soccer goalie, and a highiy respecLed |laval 0fficer,

The French Sea-plane Squadron commanded by Lf. de Vaisseau de i'Escaiile, a

foremost aviator, with French pilofs and British observers, Has suddenly

connected for launching off the 'Aenne R' using hoists into/oul of the

I'lediLerannean Sea.

Itth llarch - 11.00 p.tn. 'Anne" torpedoed, near Smyrna. I'ly codes and Ietler box

I gave to the cook, as I had to take charge of fhe ship, the Captain having been

taken off injured. Ihe Admiral later inspected our'hole.'

6th April - l{e had learnl that a ianding on Gal}ipoli uas to be attempled; ne

uere af l'lurdros for repairs.



21th April - lie moved into the open roadstead of Ienedos. Hl'1S Queen Elizabeth
arrived, after passing uithin 25 yards of a floating mine, llhich they discharged
by firing upon it, 900 men of the lst Battalion, Lancashire Fusiiiers,canre on
board. During the night lle sailed for Gallipoli.

25th April - lie arrived off its coast at lhe very most southern end at J.30
a.m. l{e and lhe'Euryalus'tere opposite its west beach. Captain lJeldon
described details of the Gallipoli Ianding over the next l7 pages.

Back on lhe'Anne'in l'1ay, the nen 2nd 0fficer, Lt. Bertie Buck RNR, took post.
He originally canre from Kangaroo Island.

llay l916 - During the period lhat lll'lS Anneias renamed) acted as a carrier to the
French sea-plane squadron, ll8 flights nere made from her, Ihe actual hoisting
overboard and inboard was carried out rlithout a single one being damaged which
reflect great medit on captains Gaskell and Kerr, and also upon the lst
Officer Lf. Eerlie Buck. 0nly 2 planes rere captured by the enerny, and only I
life nas }ost, a very fine record considering the very low horse-power of lhe
planes and the iong flights accomplished from the ship into places such as
Beersheba, l(ossauna, Ludd, Adana, Iarsus, samaria, l'lazareth,0smanie and many

olhers.

Jan l9l9 - I closed doun my intelligence office at port $aid, visited G.ll.Q. and

took clearance. I Has the l37lsi on the waiting Iisl for a passage home.

I left in January and took liltie Iuggage, but I did take the memory of a

splendid comradeship. "



Lt. Bertie Buck Rl'{R

French Sea-plane
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CTAST TIRI AI{D SURRTI{DER

Ihis arlicle is appropriate lo Anzac Day this year, but even ttr0re so as it
menlions George Ricketts and Eric Jettell, both of whom were present al our Iast
Anzac Day Re-union, Iric was visiting Adelaide from l'lelbourne ar rhe time,

Ihe article was extracted from an original tett, wilh thanks to the author.

o0n 
15th Augusl, 1945 all offensive action against Japan ceased.

It remained to gel the message from the Japanese Governmenl
foriiard fighting formations, units and fieid patrols, and after
formal surrender.

It was VJ-Day,

through lo the

that catlte the

Lieut.-General ieshima, commander of fhe Japanese Znd Army, surrended to BIamey.
Ihe ceretn0ny took place at l'lorotai at il00 hours on 9th september, I945, the
culmination of six years of war."

i l'{obile Lithographic section uas privileged to be given the task of preparing
the Instrurent of surrender from the texl submifted to il. It required a very
special effort in presentation and the type faces nornally used by the unit for
mapping were not quite appropriate. Some improvisalion was needed.

The text was set by hand by spr. Eric Jerell in script lype. Ihe Old English
type was photographed from samples in llimbies lype catalogue, the mest eras

photographed from a c0py of Al'tR & 0, and fhe nhole assembled for reproduction,
Twelve copies tlere prinled on the rotary press on drawing paper and three of
lhose Nere signed by Lf.General Teshima, commander, second Japanese Army, and

counlersigned by General Elamey, Commander-in-Chief, Australian I'lilitary Forces.

Ihe three copies were then safehanded back to the unit for the addition of the
dale and place. That rlas done by sgt George Ricketts and his hand lettering
is identica] with the Lype.t'



THI OC TOLD ML TO LITHER GIVE UP
BCCZING, \,VOMAN IZING, GAMBLIUG AI\ID
REVELLII{G OR GET OUT OF THE ARMY/
..... I'M BEING DI3CHARGED ON AACIJDAY.


