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IDIIt}f,INt

llith the production of edilion tro, the courrnittee nor has a luch bEtter idea of
the problens involved in producing our neilsletter, For cxanple, nainlaining a

suitable site overall, so that it can be pssted at the nost economical rate,
reproducing photography to a reasonablrr standard fron unsuitable originais,
editing out spelling nistakes and grannatical errors(all the editors fault),
that seen to slip into print no natter hor nuch care is taken and most irnportant
of all, finding enough naterial to produce a reasonable atticle.
Although re nill approach different peopla for ideas and infornation, ile
obviously cannot contact evetyone for each publication, so ile rill need

those extra snippeis volunteEred fron you. The range of topics is very large if
you think about it. Lets pull together 0n this one to produce a nore
interesting and readable nersletter.

The Corrittee rish you all a llerry Christmas and a llappy llen Yearl
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l(aep in nind the nixad funclion to bo erranged

last AGll, Details rill be notified by letter.
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UIIT CIIRISTIIAS FUTCTIOIT

Ihe I tield Survey Squadron held its Christras function this year at the
International Squash Centre, llendon, on Saturday night of J0th llovelber, 1991,

Associrtion relbers attending rith their rrives rara George Ricketts, llarry Ounn,

John llarrison, Ian Eelront, llax Coletti, Petor Davis, Roy Castles, Alex llunro
and Stevo Hinic going solo. lf anyone rissed out on receiving an invitation,
please let Alex llunro knor so thai he can rnsurE their nma is included on the
unit address list of ax-aerbers.

IhE srorgasbord provided ras excellent, and once the real and lfel-dtinks rerE
tucked aray, the party livened up considerably. Ihs dress thers for the evening
xas llaraiian(for thosa inclined) rhich added r lot of colour to the occasion, in
addition to the traditional yuletide dEcorations.

llighlights of tha evening's entartainrent rsrs- a visit by Father

Christras(alias the chief clerk) giving each lady present a gift of perlune,.a
solo guitarist acconpanied by an electronic band - I lilbo conpetition (not
recorlended for seli-sanior citirens) ron by John llogan's son, 8atry, and a truly
gianl raffle. Ihe raffle ras run throughout the groceedings, of about 50 prires
vrlued at near 13,000 and donated by local business firrs, rith the prires
ranging fron tickEts to the lootball, I shirts, rino, beer, spirits, r return
trip for tro by bus to Sydney, r sea food voucher and lots tore. ---..

All proceeds rere split bEtreen four charities and r total of 1833 ras raised on

the night. A very enjoyable evening and congratulations to tha organirers.

JIII (IITE REIIEIIOTRTD

lor thoss rho light not knor, Jir 0tte died suddenly of r heart attack in
l{oveaber, 1988, rhile on his ray to rork in Adelaide. Jir ras Gengral semetary
of lhe Public: service Association(thg union am of the public service) at the
tile, and his passing ras sorely lissed.

As a reasure of tho esteer in rhich ha ras held by thr sxscutive conlittae and
renbers, a portrait xas comissioned of Jir rorking at his desk, fron an earliar
photograph.

Ihe portrait flas hung in the rain confsrance roo! al tho association's
headquartcrs, rnd ths toot rus nerod the 'J[r 0ttc Roor'.



Ex-fortuna 0ssociation - AGil llo. Z

Ihe special neeting hald in llarch'91 as reported in lssue t{0, I to decide on

the future of the Association only elacted a holding connittee; so to forrrralise
everything, anothar neeting ras held 0n Saturday, ?nd ltovember, 1991, but
organired as a 2 day event, rith visitors given the option of staying rith local
ex-nenbe rs .

Pan and Laurie sulton decided to attend, but instead of driving over, decided !o
take advantage of the cut price air fares at lhe tinE. At $99 return Adelaide
to llelbourne you can't g0 rrong and fron there lhey drove fron l'lelbourne Airport
to Sendigo in a hire car.

An open day to inspect'the survey Reginent ras arranged on'the lriday, follored
by drinks in the sergeants' tless hosted by the pilc-l{Ol Grahan Ragless. that
nighl a dinner tas held in tha ilational llotel on High Street for nenbers and
rives, but as everything ras a bit hary by the end of the evening, Laurie ras
unable to renenber just rho attended, but can renenber Jack Gore and Jin
llulqueen.(You nust have had a fer drinks for the boys rho rere'nt there as xell
Laurie?)

lhe AGll ras hsld on saturday in thc grounds of Fortuna, rith a gBQ lunch and get
together as the lain activity, because the neeting ras over very quickly,
taking only a fer rinutes to decide on a conlitteE and outstanding business.

Anong those at the neeting rere Stan Vote, Ton Royle, Iony illis, Lofty Turner,
Ton chisholn, llally llooney and his rife over fron Adelaide also, and several
visitors fron llalbourne. lauria voted the tro days very enjoyable. 0f interest
to some - Pat LunsdEn ras the Duty 0fficer of the day.

Laurie and Par spent $unday rit,h friends in Bendigo, and returned to Adelaide on

llonday rorning.

. sone activities are being planned for next year to nark the 50th Anniversary of
, I the survey corps in Eendigo, so if anyone is interested, let Alex l,tunro knox, so
ii that he can pass on dEtails rs thay becone knorn, (so fallas if you rant a good

;idrinking session don't aiss it.)
1'



SICT LISI

IlARJ I(I{IOllI

Itarj underrent surgery for the renoval of a cancer grorth last September, bul

reporls feeling fine at the nonent. Allhough the operalion and subsequent

recovsry rent nell, she still requires regular checks to ronitor the condition,

bul is very confident the rorsl is over. tle hope s0 100 ltari/and uish you a

rotai recovery as soon as possible.

PETER PUCII(OIISl(I

Peter is inproving as rell as can be expecteC, given the serious nature of his

condition, and rhile thE progress is stearly, it is ruch slorer than he would

like, Let's hope recovery begins to speed up, P€ter.

SIUARI |IALL

Sluart is at honE and gelting around Elthough on the slor side, and not enioying

the best of health at the rolenl, but hoping to ilprove in thE near future,

FRAIII( BRYAI{I

trank had a left hnee replacelent rsquiring extensive surgery over several

hours, on t{ovenber lgth this year. tle explained the process lo ne, but il Has

a bit loo hi-tech to retain, except thal the replaceoent parts rere made 0f

tetlon and titaniun steel and tere vBry expensive.

lte is on crutches nor, but rill graduate to a calking stick before Christnas,

and finally xithout support early in the ller Year. If all goes to plan, as

expecled, Frank should be able to ralk fairly nornally in tro or three uonths,

and if coopletely suicessful, he litl consider a sirilar operation on his right
knee.

Ihose rho served rith trank during the riddle fifties xill renenber the initiai
cause of his probleo, rhen he had a nasty accident rhile on a survey trip near

Port Augusla, Sest of luck Frank, and re all hope for a speedy recovery.

VALE

TIBffi SZEIIIRI{AY

0ied suddenly of a hearl altack on Sundry, 8th SepterbEr 199t, at his home in

Eendigo. l(norn to lll as Tibby, he ras rcll respectad for his expertise in fhe

carto/litho ar3as 0f rap prgduction at Fgrtuna, until his retirelenl a fer years

ago, and rill be sadly rissed by his falily and friends.
ihe funeral service ras hsld on lsdnssday, llth Septenber, 199t.



rRAtx Jotil{sott

Ihe passing of trank Johnson ras noted riih sadness, from a recenI report in !he

Ex-lortuna Survey Associafion l{eilsletter, tlayne Gillie passed on lhe neus thai
it happened rhite trank Has playing goif near his home in lasnania, in iate
Septenber this year,

He served *ith Cenlral Corland Survey Section at Keslick Eamacks for sone years

torards the end of his career, before aoving on in 1958. irank riil long be

renenbered by those rho served rilh him,

ilrE coRps 0tDEsI suRvlvon

Perhaps you have not heard of the nane Jack Cullen, but those rho have spent tire
at fortuna, Eandigo, probably hava and naybe you have rat hir. 0n 26th lloveober
Jack ras 99 and the araring thing is that Jack still lives on his orn and tends
for hilself.

I'n not suro rhen Jack joined the Survey Corps but I think it lould have been in
the 20's. tle ras a Captain rhen he ratired in Eendigo, llis rife llyn passed awoy
sone years ago and since then he has livEd on his orn. Jack has tro daughters,
Oetty, I belleve lives in llelbourne and Rosenary in Ssndigo and naturally
she keeps her sys 0n her father but he strongly defends his
i ndependa nce .

Jack ras a draftslan in the days rhen all laps rsru hand drarn. He his a very
kgen sEnse of hurour in a typically Irish ray. Jack Cullen, re salute you and

here's to 100.

6eorge Ricketts

George Ricketts has been a relber of the Probus Club(a club that helps the
cornunity) of EurnsidE since its inception nearly l0 years ago and at the
0ctober reeting our oln Harry Erune joined the sane club,

SETT AflOUI(D I()N

Colonel John llillisr rade a surprise social visit to the survey unit at Kesrick
in late 0ctober, 1991. lle is researching local infomation for r proposad

book on tha $_u_rvey Corps.



ioRt 0t J0flil cuttEl

A request to survey 0irectorate for additional inforration produced a copy of a

short history on John cullen's service life, xr:iften in the llational gulletin
of 1982.

Ihe copy ras received alter the earlier article ras prepared, so the folloxing
inforration ras extracted fron the history, courtesy ol the gulletin:-

"John ras born in Tipperary, Ireland, on 26th l{overber 1992, and cana t0
Australia in the early part of lhis century rith his fanily, settling in
lle lbou rne .

l1e joined the tsl AIF in early 1916, rith tne 7lA Fiald Artillery Brigade,
later serving in France rith the 5 0ivisional IrEnch tlortar Battery and then
rith lhe 5th 0ivisional Annunition Colurn.

After returning to Australia and taking his discharge, John gained sone survey
experience rhich probably influenced his decision to join the survey corps on
lSth October, 1920,rith the rank of Corporal lopographer. tle Nas enployed in
the production of rilitary raps using traditional plane table nethods, nainly
throughoul Victoria, and rhilo surveying in the yea arei, he net and narried
his rife, l{inifred, a gifted nusician. lte ras pronoted !o larrant 0fficer class
I in 1929.

John ras serving rith the tlo. 2 Survey Section P.lt.F, at lioodend, Victoria, xhen
llll ll ras declared. Ihis section provided the cadre for llo. I Australian Field
Survey Corpany rhen it ras raised in 1910, lle ras proroted Lieutenant in 191t,
and relained rith 3 Coy..until it noved frorl Queensland to l{er Guinea in 194J,
rhen he xas posted to I Australian Field Survey lraining 0epot as an instructor,

In llarch 1945, he ras posted to A.tl.Q. Cartographic Coy at Fortuna in Eendigo,
rhere he rerained unlil his retirenant in Augusl, 1952.'

SNRBTQUT AT TIO'S PLACT

Ihe barbeque that ras to have bean held at Eeryl and led Sear's house ovsr a

year ago, but ras postponed for good reasons, is nor to be held early in thE l{er
Year on a date to be fixed.

Ihose rho rere going to attend originally rill be contacted again, rhen the ner
date is finalised. Any rora takers are relcone.



J.O.A.II. RETIRTS fROII PUBTIC SEIYICT

After rorc than 23 yeers in the Australian Arry and lz years rith iines and
inergy, John llarrison has finally taken the big plunge and retired.

John ras offcrrd r;golden handshakc' and officially retired on triday lstl{ovenber,1991, 
:

After joining tho Any in 195? at tho rge of ll, John roon clirbed up through
tho ranks.and by tha age of t0 ras rppointed to larrant 0fficer, class i,
Iopographical survayor. John hEld that rank frol January, l969,until he retired
fror the Arry in Juna, 1919.

In 1955, John attondad tootscray Teclrnlcal School and studied and
passed the first year of the Oiplola ol Aeronautical Enginearing, but in t9s6
dEcidad to join the Australian eruy.

John ras arardgd the Sritish Elpiro ltedal in 196l,for services rendered on a

survey operrtion in the llorthern Territory in 196t. fie travElled throughout
Australia and Papua llsr Guinea during his career in the survey corps, nost of
his tine in highly responsiblo positions.

In 1977, John saved an ll year old boy rho brought a long pole into contacl rith
a pottEr line, electrocuting hirself.Endangering hilself, John used a coal to
insulale hirself lror thr boy, befora pulling hil to safaty and resuscitating
hin,
for this John reccivrd the Srrvary lladal rnd the Royal }lurana Society Eronle Arard,
John is on the conrltlra of rhat ras tho Association of lechnician surveyors -

nor called the Instihtion of tngineering and ilining survayors (lElls) and has

beon llonorery Sacretrry sincr 1975. lle is aheys looking for rorE
lalbe rs ,

l{hen asked about thc futurr, lohn srid al last he rill spsnd a littte tine at
hole and flnd solc tlrr to prinl thc housa. itith thal in rind, he said he has
to organire l Joinl survry congress in crirns, Oueensland,in ilay t992. ilaybe
the house lill get painted thr year after.

t{e rish John lll tho bast for thc futurr.



ilrt QUtfit vERsus LEil 8EA0Er[

lht folloring story appeared in the Advertiser about 3 ronths r9o,so I phoned

lcn recently to ascertrin ths lruth of the laltar and obtrin r fer rora detrils

An out'back tour opsrator approachad Len to act ls guida and story'trller for an

intended tour of tho old lloorera fiocket Range arsr rnd rt the sala lira locate a

fer of the original astro-fixes obsErved by Lrn in tho oarly fiftios, as a point

of spacirl 
,interust.

Iyentually, a parly of t7 fairly senior tourisls ras asserbled, and set outfot
thc bush to thc north rest lror Coober Pedy, rhora Lcn ras abh to re'locata
all his rstro fixes using his old ficld books, ar thc parly travellad rlong,no
doubt acconpanied rith the odd anecdota or tro.

fvery.ona ms rnjoyi"irg tha tour up to thr point rharu thr bus rntered Aboriginal
lrcehold Lands, rhilc folloring rlong r road to thr lrst tro rctto'fixes in the

arca, lll srcure in thc knorladga that tha nacos3ary pcrritr to rntor Aboriginal
lands rcre on hrnd.

lhen challenged to producc tha penits by a randerinE indigenous chrp enquiring
as to thrir presencc, the tour opcrrtor suddenly discoverod hr hld ncAlccted -to
obtain ther, rhich incsnsed thc local to thE axtent that he sent r radio ne$9e
to the police at llarle, stating his freehold land ras being lrespassed upon by a

llrge group of tourists.

Although ltarla is about 100 hs to the east, it ras not long before the
gendames arrivsd - no less than 5 pslice vshicles and r corbinsd forca of

l{ policelen, policr rides rnd trrtnses or cadsts. to rscort thl tour group back

to llarh, thsrs lo br procsssed by thc lrr at sols lsngth, and nol rithout
considerable inconvenience.

Ihe lourisls rors cach fined the lininur of 130 plus court costs, for not

knoxing better as to xhers thgy rere, but at least they had r good story to

tell the folks back hone.

Horevgr, Len and the tour operator tera to be rade an oxanple of to Australia at

large, and'fined the raxinur of around 15,500, to rhish they objected no end, so

the ratter res sent to ths Adelaide tlagistrates Court for r decision.

Len hired a laxyer to reprosent hir in court, had hirself axcused froo lhe

hearing, and prorptly shot up to Queensland 0n another tour, business being

business.



In the end conlron sen$e and justice.prevailed, as aboriginal elders at llarla
applied to have the charges rithdrarn, plus it ras adequately proved that Len

Has not responsible for the tour, s0 finally the nagistrate brought the entire
natter doun to earth and fined both i30 plus court costs.

Len told ne that his iegal costs rere about 0750, rhich goes to shox that
justice is not nithout a price, and although thare is a hunourous side lo the

story, I'n sure it ras an experiencq that Len could have done nithout.

ALEX }IUIIRO
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