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 The 110th Anniversary 
Celebrations- BENDIGO 

 
Thank you to all those who came and made our 110th Anniversary Reunion so 
spectacular. 
The Reunion weekend started with a bang with about 200 turning up for the early arrivers 
get together, more than twice what we were expecting. Some how or other the RSL 
managed  to feed and water that lot (thanks heaps). It was hard to hear over the roar of 
people’s voices who had not seen each other for in some cases 50 years. 
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Next was the Plaque Ceremony 11am 5 July 2025 Bendigo Military Museum 
 
The Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo kicked of the formalities with a welcome and 
address. 
 
“Saturday morning l was at the 110th anniversary of the Royal Australian Survey Corps 
(RASvy) reunion plaque unveiling, at the Bendigo Military Museum.  
 
 

We were not only honouring a milestone in military 
history but also the enduring legacy of the Survey 
Corps in our City and our Nation. 
For over 8 decades, Fortuna Villa served as the proud 
home of the Survey Corps. From this historic site, 
generations of dedicated personnel carried out vital 
work - mapping, charting, and surveying with precision 
and purpose. Their contributions were instrumental in 
both wartime and peacetime  
The “Mapmakers” exhibition at the Bendigo Military 
Museum showcases the remarkable work and stories 
of the Survey Corps. It’s well worth a visit.” 
 
 
Official Guests included Colonel Simon Lemon and 
Glen Ludeman President of the Bendigo RSL and 
Steve Burke Chair of the Bendigo Military Museum. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RASVY/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOpDSVu5a5BSxgmY1ptr07D0Qa9bIU4IfDxA90Mx9R4KBwf4klg-B4nGaW2sAn9KYsjgUlcOt8qQyHGUAjxbDXRp-h00vBtvXdthwwG6n6ESsIQ8FvN1ok6jjDK6ao4WLAZaJwupyxZzZUp-MqT4tMNbzhy4pC-Ad3UmsupVm5X0d7dj3UDg8ZzEk7gRcc8uf9LXHsqOJWuw4iQcHpiXMf&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RASVY/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOpDSVu5a5BSxgmY1ptr07D0Qa9bIU4IfDxA90Mx9R4KBwf4klg-B4nGaW2sAn9KYsjgUlcOt8qQyHGUAjxbDXRp-h00vBtvXdthwwG6n6ESsIQ8FvN1ok6jjDK6ao4WLAZaJwupyxZzZUp-MqT4tMNbzhy4pC-Ad3UmsupVm5X0d7dj3UDg8ZzEk7gRcc8uf9LXHsqOJWuw4iQcHpiXMf&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RASVY/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOpDSVu5a5BSxgmY1ptr07D0Qa9bIU4IfDxA90Mx9R4KBwf4klg-B4nGaW2sAn9KYsjgUlcOt8qQyHGUAjxbDXRp-h00vBtvXdthwwG6n6ESsIQ8FvN1ok6jjDK6ao4WLAZaJwupyxZzZUp-MqT4tMNbzhy4pC-Ad3UmsupVm5X0d7dj3UDg8ZzEk7gRcc8uf9LXHsqOJWuw4iQcHpiXMf&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BendigoMilitaryMuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOpDSVu5a5BSxgmY1ptr07D0Qa9bIU4IfDxA90Mx9R4KBwf4klg-B4nGaW2sAn9KYsjgUlcOt8qQyHGUAjxbDXRp-h00vBtvXdthwwG6n6ESsIQ8FvN1ok6jjDK6ao4WLAZaJwupyxZzZUp-MqT4tMNbzhy4pC-Ad3UmsupVm5X0d7dj3UDg8ZzEk7gRcc8uf9LXHsqOJWuw4iQcHpiXMf&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BendigoMilitaryMuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOpDSVu5a5BSxgmY1ptr07D0Qa9bIU4IfDxA90Mx9R4KBwf4klg-B4nGaW2sAn9KYsjgUlcOt8qQyHGUAjxbDXRp-h00vBtvXdthwwG6n6ESsIQ8FvN1ok6jjDK6ao4WLAZaJwupyxZzZUp-MqT4tMNbzhy4pC-Ad3UmsupVm5X0d7dj3UDg8ZzEk7gRcc8uf9LXHsqOJWuw4iQcHpiXMf&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BendigoMilitaryMuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOpDSVu5a5BSxgmY1ptr07D0Qa9bIU4IfDxA90Mx9R4KBwf4klg-B4nGaW2sAn9KYsjgUlcOt8qQyHGUAjxbDXRp-h00vBtvXdthwwG6n6ESsIQ8FvN1ok6jjDK6ao4WLAZaJwupyxZzZUp-MqT4tMNbzhy4pC-Ad3UmsupVm5X0d7dj3UDg8ZzEk7gRcc8uf9LXHsqOJWuw4iQcHpiXMf&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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   Followed by prayers offered by the Rev John South 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
About the Survey Corps 
It is entirely appropriate that we gather here in 
Bendigo to mark the 110th Anniversary of the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps. We gather here in a place 
with George Lansell and his Fortuna Villa 
connections over-looking these gardens and also in 
a place where we remember and honour the fallen. 
 The original members of the Australian Survey 
Corps would be surprised at the role that Bendigo 
would come to play in the story of the Corps but we 
are not surprised that the examples set by those in 
1915 when the majority of those members 
transferred to the 1st Australian Imperial Force (AIF) 
ANZAC Topographic Section and headed overseas to various conflicts such as France, 
Belgium, Egypt or Palestine. They set an outstanding example for all who came after 
them to follow, in service, loyalty, quality, achievement, and "esprit de corps". 
From that start in 1915 those original 3 Officers and 17 Other Ranks there came to serve 
some 6350 men and women in the Survey Corps and this plaque is to recognise their 
achievements. 
This wall proudly displays and acknowledges the service of many Service men and 
women from the Bendigo region and the Survey Corps and the role that it played should 
rightly be part of it. 
The Survey Corps came to Bendigo in 1942 as the Land Headquarters Cartographic 
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Company at Fortuna Villa and as the Army Survey Regiment it was disbanded in 1996. 
This plaque recognises that contribution but it is not just about those who served in 
Bendigo but also those who served in the Corps in many different places. 
In 1948 the Survey Corps was granted the title “Royal” in particular for its highly valued 
service in the defence of this nation that was acknowledged by Senior Commanders 
such as General Macarthur among others in theatres such as Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, 
New Guinea and Borneo during WWII. 
This plaque is dedicated to the military surveyors who whilst serving their country paid 
the supreme sacrifice during conflict. Twenty-four members of the Australian Survey 
Corps made that sacrifice and are commemorated on 
the Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour. 
Today we come together as a family to both honour 
those who made the supreme sacrifice and to 
acknowledge the contribution made by the members 
of the Royal Australian Survey Corps. 
 
Videre Parare Est. 
Gary Warnest   
 
 
 
 
Colonel Don Swiney MBE then unveiled the Plaque 
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Steve Burke , Chair of the Bendigo Military 
Museum then welcomed attendees into the 
Museum to view the museum and also the 
“Mapmakers Exhibition”. 
 
 
To date the museum has recorded 244 visitors 
to the Exhibition. 
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Scribing, brings back 
memories…. 
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And then the festivities were ready to start at 1830hrs with the Reunion Dinner……. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mayor of the City of 
Greater Bendigo Welcomed 
everyone to the Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engraved RASvy Glasses and the Survey Mark 
Coasters 
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 Standing Room only!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Photos from the Reunion can be found in the Gallery on rasvy.org 
 
Gary Warnest then opened the more formal part of the evening…. 
 
Since the last reunion 10 years ago much has happened. 
I would like to acknowledge some of that work: 
Lance Hillier in developing our revised website rasvy.org. 
Allan Adsett and his son for digitising over 50 Survey Operation reports using Tony 
Steven’s scanner that are now accessible on the website. 
Rod Skidmore for scanning and annotating over 6000 RASvy photos that are 
publically available free on the Victorian Collections Database. Search your name to 
see what photos have been included of you. 
Darrin Radford for his work with the RASvy Facebook page that keeps over 800 of 
us in contact. 
Dr Bob Williams for writing and researching great technical papers 
Peter Jensen also for documenting and researching Survey Corps capabilities and of 
course his continued outstanding work with the Corps Nominal Roll.  
 
Since 1996 former many members of the Survey Corps have gone on to have 
amazing careers with at least five being awarded the Federation Star for over 40 
years service and four who have been awarded Order of Australia Medals. Please 
join me in congratulating the latest recipient, Major Michelle Griffith OAM for her 
award this year. 
 
We are very privileged to have with us tonight one of those outstanding individuals, 
WO1 Cameron Gee OAM as our guest speaker… 
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WARRANT OFFICER CLASS 1 CAMERON GEE, OAM 
Army Headquarters Geospatial Technical Tier B 
 
WO1 Cameron Gee enlisted in the Australian Regular Army 
on the 24 May 1994 and allocated to the Royal Australian 
Survey Corps, completing Initial Employment Training as a 
Cartographic Technician at the School of Military Survey in 
Bonegilla. In 1995, WO1 Gee was posted to the Army Survey 
Regiment (Fortuna) in Bendigo and shortly thereafter to the 
1st Topographical Survey Squadron in Brisbane due to the 
disbandment of the Corps and subsequent amalgamation 
within the Royal Australian Engineers in July 1996. Other 
postings have included with the 4th Royal Australian 
Regiment (Commando), the Warrant Officer and Non- 
Commissioned Officer Academy and long-term schooling in 
undertaking a Graduate Diploma in Geographic Information 
Science at the University of Queensland. 
 
WO1 Gee promoted to Warrant Officer Class 1 in 2016, with first appointment as the Wing 
Sergeant Major at the Geospatial Engineering Wing, School of Military Engineering and 
subsequently to the Defence Force School of Intelligence on trade transition to the Australian 
Intelligence Corps. In 2019, WO1 Gee was posted to the 1st Intelligence Battalion as the 
Technical Warrant Officer. Over this period, he supported Unrecovered War Casualties – Army in 
conducting a field exploration in Buna, Papua New Guinea and Op COVID 19 
ASSIST in managing the provision of Geospatial Web Services for Joint Task Force 629 and the 
ADF Malaria and Infectious Disease Institute; the team for its efforts received an ADF Level 3 
Group Commendation. WO1 Gee was posted to Headquarters 1st (Australian) Division in 2022, 
assisting with provisioning the Land GEOINT capability in support of 1st Division and Joint Task 
Force 637 within the South West Pacific. In 2024, WO1 Gee received the Medal of the Order of 
Australia for meritorious service and commitment across multiple appointments, in the 
improvement of Army Geospatial Intelligence capability and cultural integration within the 
Australian Intelligence Corps. WO1 Gee currently holds the position of senior enlisted Geospatial 
Technical Tier B within Army Headquarters. 
 
WO1 Gee has deployed on a number of operations throughout his period of service commencing 
with International Force East Timor (INTERFET) within the Geomatic Support Group on Op 
WARDEN in 1999 and with the 2nd Battalion Group as a part of the United Nations Transitional 
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) on Op TANAGER in 2001. Other service has included 
with the Special Operations Task Group in support of Op ACOLYTE and Op SLIPPER in 2006, 
with the 7th Battalion Battle Group MRTF1 on Op SLIPPER in 2009, and with the Shadow UAS 
Group on Op SLIPPER in 2013, as a part of NATO International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) in Afghanistan. 
 
WO1 Gee has otherwise been active in enabling physical and resilience training, in practicing as a 
Fitness Leader for nearly three decades, as an Adventurous Training Leader Instructor - Sea 
Kayaking for over a decade, and more recently as a Wilderness Guide on the Overland Track and 
South Coast Track in Tasmania for many years. WO1 Gee maintains a strong interest in 
adventurous training and its beneficial outcomes to both serving and wounded, injured and ill 
servicemen and women who have transitioned from Defence. 
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                                WO1 Cameron Gee OAM 
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A message from the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, AO DSC on the 110th 
anniversary of the Royal Australian Survey Corps [2:54] 

 
 
To view the Chief of Army’s Outstanding Message, follow the Link below: 
 
https://mediahub.fotoware.com.au/fotoweb/albums/aDAO_SLv6XbHhyzf/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mediahub.fotoware.com.au/fotoweb/albums/aDAO_SLv6XbHhyzf/
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Response to WO1 Cameron 
Gee OAM, RASVY 110th 
Birthday Celebration 
 
Thank you Cameron. 
Distinguished Guests,  Survey 
Corps Family. 
 
When I was invited to respond to 
Cameron I reflected about 
what form that might take. 
Cameron won’t remember this, 
but I first met him as a 
preschooler at their home in 
Wodonga when his father, 
Tony, and I served together at the old School of Military Survey at East Bonegilla. In 
fact, Tony Gee and I were promoted to Sergeant there on the same day. 
 
That got me to thinking that Cameron is an Army Brat, as are many of you here 
tonight, and the family connections that then helped to create the wonderful Esprit 
De Corps and close camaraderie that existed and continues to exist between us. 
 
It is twenty-nine years since the Royal Australian Survey Corps was disbanded, 
twenty-nine years!, and yet we can still draw this many of us together. That is 
amazing! 
 
Give yourselves a hand for that wonderful achievement. 
 
Cameron has comprehensively taken us through what has happened during the last 
twenty-nine years. Thank you Cameron. I am planning to go back before then to 
the very beginning of our Corps and talk about some of the family connections that 
helped to shape and bind us: 
 
Did you know that for more than the first fifty years of our Corps there was a 
Raisbeck serving? And we have had many sisters in the Corps; I served with both 
Desi and Rita Asaris; and Irene and Kris Isaac – Kris married Rod Skidmore RASvy 
whose uncle, Alan Skidmore, also served in RASvy. Kris and Rod’s daughter, Shireen, 
joined the Army and now works at DIGO. It continues. Sister and brother Sharon 
and John Jones; Sharon married Peter Treble an RASvy soldier and their daughter 
Stephanie also joined the Army. Brothers Bill and Rob Jones – Bill married Leigh the 
daughter of Bob Aulesbrook RASvy. 
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And we have had plenty of other brothers over the journey: 
Clutterbucks, Cheaters – a couple of generations of brothers there, Thirwells, 
Wickers, Hudsons, Talbot-Smiths, Ralph and Ken and, of course, Ken married 
Lorraine Daly RASvy. 
 
And the RASvy fathers whose sons followed them into the Corps: Tony and Cameron 
Gee; Hugh and Neil Taylor; Tony and Steve Ellis; Artie and John Lane; John Hogan, 
Mick and Barry – their sister Helen married Steve Drummond RASvy; Garran Hill, 
Corey and Rohan; the Armans and the Souths – father and two sons each there, 
although we had to import those two lots. 
Of course there’s numerous marriages between RASvy personnel; way to many to 
discuss here. And  there  are  the  wider  family  connections,  I  married  
Marianne,  the  daughter  of  Steve 
McConnachie RASvy, and our daughter Jodi, sitting there, another Army Brat, joined 
RASvy and two of her daughters also joined the Army.  Marianne’s uncle Chris Kelly 
RASvy married Marea, the daughter of Tibby Szentirmay RASvy.  And Chris’s sister 
Rene married Bill Mitchell RASvy. Jodi is one of eight members of her extended 
family to serve or work at Fortuna. 
 
And there are plenty of other RASvy Army Brats, besides those acknowledged 
earlier, who have joined the Army:  Mary-Ann and Rock Thistleton’s son, Tracy 
and Jim Ash’s son, Jacinta and Peter Swandale’s son to mention just a few. 
 
I will now invite Cameron back to the stage to offer a small gift, on behalf of us all, as 
a gesture of our collective appreciation for his extensive presentation. Thank you 
Cameron. 
 
Colin Cuskelly 

 
Peter Swandale then thanked 
and acknowledged the Guests 
who had travelled long 
distances from around 
Australia to be there. Trevor 
Pearson who travelled from 
Mexico travelled the furthest.  
 
He thanked the Bendigo RSL for 
the significant assistance that 
they had provided for the 
reunion. 
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Peter then had the sad task of proposing a minutes silence 
for all those who had passed away since the last reunion, but 
especially for Ken Peters who passed away after an accident 
whilst travelling to be at the 110th reunion. 
Condolences to Jenny and their two daughters were 
extended by all present. 
 
 
Peter then thanked the Reunion Committee John and Tracey Phillips, Rod Skidmore, 
Stuart Symonds, Peter Swandale, Sue Spath, Bob Thrower and Gary Warnest. He 
then presented Tracey Phillips and Gary Warnest with ExFortuna Life Membership 
Certificates for service to the Association over many years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We were honoured to have WO2 Terry 
Flaherty from 5 Int Coy as our guest and we 
also presented him with a “Mapmakers of 
Fortuna” book to take back with him. 
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Engineer 
Surveyors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     

 
 
Illustrators extraordinaire 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    The WRAAC and Survey Corps Ladies who served 
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                                             And of course “LITHO” 
 
 
 
Rosemary  Bowman now aged 102 is the last remaining member of LHQ 
Cartographic Coy.  We were privileged to have Rosemary at our 100th Anniversary 
where she cut the cake at Fortuna. 

 
 
 
 
Rosemary was unable to attend the 110th Reunion 
but sent a message to wish everyone a great 
reunion and get together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hope everyone had a great time, we certainly did ! 
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