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The 110th Anniversary
Celebrations- BENDIGO

Thank you to all those who came and made our 110th Anniversary Reunion so
spectacular.

The Reunion weekend started with a bang with about 200 turning up for the early arrivers
get together, more than twice what we were expecting. Some how or other the RSL
managed to feed and water that lot (thanks heaps). It was hard to hear over the roar of
people’s voices who had not seen each other for in some cases 50 years.
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Next was the Plague Ceremony 11am 5 July 2025 Bendigo Military Museum

The Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo kicked of the formalities with a welcome and
address.

“Saturday morning | was at the 110th anniversary of the Royal Australian Survey Corps
(RASvy) reunion plaque unveiling, at the Bendigo Military Museum.

We were not only honouring a milestone in military
history but also the enduring legacy of the Survey
Corps in our City and our Nation.

For over 8 decades, Fortuna Villa served as the proud
home of the Survey Corps. From this historic site,
generations of dedicated personnel carried out vital
work - mapping, charting, and surveying with precision
and purpose. Their contributions were instrumental in
both wartime and peacetime

The “Mapmakers” exhibition at the Bendigo Military
Museum showcases the remarkable work and stories
of the Survey Corps. It's well worth a visit.”

Official Guests included Colonel Simon Lemon and
Glen Ludeman President of the Bendigo RSL and
Steve Burke Chair of the Bendigo Military Museum.
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About the Survey Corps
It is entirely appropriate that we gather here in
Bendigo to mark the 110th Anniversary of the Royal
Australian Survey Corps. We gather here in a place
with George Lansell and his Fortuna Villa
connections over-looking these gardens and also in
a place where we remember and honour the fallen.
The original members of the Australian Survey
Corps would be surprised at the role that Bendigo
would come to play in the story of the Corps but we
are not surprised that the examples set by those in
1915 when the majority of those members
transferred to the 1% Australian Imperial Force (AIF)
ANZAC Topographic Section and headed overseas to various conflicts such as France,
Belgium, Egypt or Palestine. They set an outstanding example for all who came after
them to follow, in service, loyalty, quality, achievement, and "esprit de corps".
From that start in 1915 those original 3 Officers and 17 Other Ranks there came to serve
some 6350 men and women in the Survey Corps and this plaque is to recognise their
achievements.
This wall proudly displays and acknowledges the service of many Service men and
women from the Bendigo region and the Survey Corps and the role that it played should
rightly be part of it.
The Survey Corps came to Bendigo in 1942 as the Land Headquarters Cartographic
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Company at Fortuna Villa and as the Army Survey Regiment it was disbanded in 1996.
This plaque recognises that contribution but it is not just about those who served in
Bendigo but also those who served in the Corps in many different places.

In 1948 the Survey Corps was granted the title “Royal” in particular for its highly valued
service in the defence of this nation that was acknowledged by Senior Commanders
such as General Macarthur among others in theatres such as Palestine, Lebanon, Syria,
New Guinea and Borneo during WWII.

This plaque is dedicated to the military surveyors who whilst serving their country paid
the supreme sacrifice during conflict. Twenty-four members of the Australian Survey
Corps made that sacrifice and are commemorated on
the Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour.

Today we come together as a family to both honour
those who made the supreme sacrifice and to
acknowledge the contribution made by the members
of the Royal Australian Survey Corps.

Videre Parare Est.
Gary Warnest

Colonel Don Swiney MBE then unveiled the Plaque




Steve Burke , Chair of the Bendigo Military
Museum then welcomed attendees into the
Museum to view the museum and also the
“Mapmakers Exhibition”.

Charting Australia's Defence: The tedaicya To date the museum has recorded 244 visitors
of the Royal Australian %vey éal’;ps-:‘ to the Exhibition

THE
MAPMAKER!

Charting Australia's Defence:
The Legacy of the Royal Australian Survey Corps

For over Bo years, the Royal Australian Survey
Corps (RASwy), with its Field Survey Units, and
its main base at Fertuna Villa in Bendige, played
avital role in thi defence of the nation and the
mapping of Australia and the region.

More than just an Army Corps, RASvy was a famity,
Many members spent decades in service, and

for them, Fortuna Villa was home. This exhibition
captures the bonds forged through service,

the innovative technology and techniques that
transfermed military and civilian mapping, and the
rermarkable achievements of these wha mapped
the land for Australia's Defance Forces.
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Scribing, brings back
- _memories....
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The Mayor of the City of
Greater Bendigo Welcomed
everyone to the Dinner

Engraved RASvy Glasses and the Survey Mark
Coasters
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Standing Room only!

Photos from the Reunion can be found in the Gallery on rasvy.org
Gary Warnest then opened the more formal part of the evening....

Since the last reunion 10 years ago much has happened.

| would like to acknowledge some of that work:

Lance Hillier in developing our revised website rasvy.org.

Allan Adsett and his son for digitising over 50 Survey Operation reports using Tony
Steven’s scanner that are now accessible on the website.

Rod Skidmore for scanning and annotating over 6000 RASvy photos that are
publically available free on the Victorian Collections Database. Search your name to
see what photos have been included of you.

Darrin Radford for his work with the RASvy Facebook page that keeps over 800 of
us in contact.

Dr Bob Williams for writing and researching great technical papers

Peter Jensen also for documenting and researching Survey Corps capabilities and of
course his continued outstanding work with the Corps Nominal Roll.

Since 1996 former many members of the Survey Corps have gone on to have
amazing careers with at least five being awarded the Federation Star for over 40
years service and four who have been awarded Order of Australia Medals. Please
join me in congratulating the latest recipient, Major Michelle Griffith OAM for her
award this year.

We are very privileged to have with us tonight one of those outstanding individuals,
WO1 Cameron Gee OAM as our guest speaker...

Page 9



WARRANT OFFICER CLASS 1 CAMERON GEE, OAM
Army Headquarters Geospatial Technical Tier B

WO1 Cameron Gee enlisted in the Australian Regular Army
on the 24 May 1994 and allocated to the Royal Australian
Survey Corps, completing Initial Employment Training as a
Cartographic Technician at the School of Military Survey in
Bonegilla. In 1995, WO1 Gee was posted to the Army Survey
Regiment (Fortuna) in Bendigo and shortly thereafter to the
1st Topographical Survey Squadron in Brisbane due to the
disbandment of the Corps and subsequent amalgamation
within the Royal Australian Engineers in July 1996. Other
postings have included with the 4th Royal Australian
Regiment (Commando), the Warrant Officer and Non-
Commissioned Officer Academy and long-term schooling in
undertaking a Graduate Diploma in Geographic Information
Science at the University of Queensland.

WO1 Gee promoted to Warrant Officer Class 1 in 2016, with first appointment as the Wing
Sergeant Major at the Geospatial Engineering Wing, School of Military Engineering and
subsequently to the Defence Force School of Intelligence on trade transition to the Australian
Intelligence Corps. In 2019, WO1 Gee was posted to the 1st Intelligence Battalion as the
Technical Warrant Officer. Over this period, he supported Unrecovered War Casualties — Army in
conducting a field exploration in Buna, Papua New Guinea and Op COVID 19

ASSIST in managing the provision of Geospatial Web Services for Joint Task Force 629 and the
ADF Malaria and Infectious Disease Institute; the team for its efforts received an ADF Level 3
Group Commendation. WO1 Gee was posted to Headquarters 1st (Australian) Division in 2022,
assisting with provisioning the Land GEOINT capability in support of 1st Division and Joint Task
Force 637 within the South West Pacific. In 2024, WO1 Gee received the Medal of the Order of
Australia for meritorious service and commitment across multiple appointments, in the
improvement of Army Geospatial Intelligence capability and cultural integration within the
Australian Intelligence Corps. WO1 Gee currently holds the position of senior enlisted Geospatial
Technical Tier B within Army Headquarters.

WO1 Gee has deployed on a number of operations throughout his period of service commencing
with International Force East Timor (INTERFET) within the Geomatic Support Group on Op
WARDEN in 1999 and with the 2nd Battalion Group as a part of the United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) on Op TANAGER in 2001. Other service has included
with the Special Operations Task Group in support of Op ACOLYTE and Op SLIPPER in 2006,
with the 7th Battalion Battle Group MRTF1 on Op SLIPPER in 2009, and with the Shadow UAS
Group on Op SLIPPER in 2013, as a part of NATO International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) in Afghanistan.

WO1 Gee has otherwise been active in enabling physical and resilience training, in practicing as a
Fitness Leader for nearly three decades, as an Adventurous Training Leader Instructor - Sea
Kayaking for over a decade, and more recently as a Wilderness Guide on the Overland Track and
South Coast Track in Tasmania for many years. WO1 Gee maintains a strong interest in
adventurous training and its beneficial outcomes to both serving and wounded, injured and ill
servicemen and women who have transitioned from Defence.
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OFFICIAL

AUSTRALIAN ARMY

e Army Headquarters
BQ78497341

110TH ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS REUNION ARMY ADDRESS
05 JULY 2025

Good evening Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo, Mayor Metcalf, Ex-Director of the
Royal Australian Survey Corps and ExFortuna Survey Association Patron, Colonel Don
Swiney, MBE (retd) and Mrs Swiney, the last Director of the Royal Australian Survey Corps
Colonel Simon Lemon (Retd) and Mrs Lemon, President of the ExFortuna Survey
Association, Mr Gary Warnest and Mrs Warnest, distinguished guests, family and friends. It
is an honour to speak on the occasion of the 1 10th anniversary of the formation of the Corps.

:

[Acknowledgement of Country. I acknowledge that the City of Greater Bendigo is on Dja
Dja Wurrung and Taungurung Country. I would like to acknowledge and extend my
appreciation for the Dja Dja Wurrung People, the Traditional Owners of the land that we are
standing on today. Today, we pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, present and future
for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of all Dja Dja Wurrung
Peoples. We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the personal,
spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may walk forward together in
harmony and in the spirit of healing.] Replace with below if previously mentioned

[Acknowledgement of Country. In continuation of Acknowledgement of Country, 1
acknowledge the service of the brave First Nations people, including the Dja Dja Wurrung
and Taungurung people, who have defended Australia throughout its history, and who
continue to do so today.]

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to take you on a journey this evening, if I may, as a
fellow Cartographic Technician Sapper, in discussing the legacy of the Corps, the evolution
of the Land Geospatial-Intelligence capability and the importance of such capability within
the National Defence Strategy.

On the 15 September 1995, the decision was made by the Chief of the General Staff to
disband the Royal Australian Survey Corps following the outcomes of the Byrnes Review of
1988 and Wrigley Review of 1989, which refocussed the Corps to a more operational role in
direct support of the Australian Defence Force. The disbandment of the Corps and
amalgamation into the Royal Australian Engineers on the 1st July 1996 heralded the end of an
era. A corps that was raised on the 1st of July 1915 and placed fourth in the Order of
Precedence following the Royal Australian Engineers, with significant surveying contribution
in three major conflicts, within Australia under the National Mapping Program, the Territory
of Papua New Guinea, and under the Defence Cooperation Program in the near region, would
be no more. As one chapter ended, so would a new chapter begin.

In hindsight, the Career Management Agency posting an Infantry Vietnam Veteran who was
wounded in action on two occasions, the late WO1 Ken Johnston, OAM MM, as the

Regimental Sergeant Major of the Army Survey Regiment in 1995, was sheer brilliance for
those continuing service under the toughened Royal Australian Engineers.

OFFICIAL
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The culture of an Engineer Sapper; however as it would eventuate was not so indifferent as to
that of what we were accustomed to. The Sapper is proud of his or her expertise, has
ingenuity with a disposition to fulfil any task, has an attuned rivalry between employment
categories not to dissimilar to that of the cartographer and lithographer, and most importantly,
has esprit de corps. The leadership and technical acumen of Officers, and in particular
Warrant Officers in the transitional period at the 1st Topographical Survey Squadron were no
doubt crucial, such as the then Major Greg Oaten CSC and Craig Hersant, and Warrant
Officers George Timmins, Allan Virtue, Jim Gill, Pete Imeson, Barry Lutwyche OAM, Barry
Craymer, Barry Miller, Bob Thrower, Steve Ellis, Ian Read, Di Soutar and Steve Hill OAM,
CSM to name a few, and all of who were inspiring.

In the mid-nineties, the Squadron would either be out in the field, servicing underneath a
Land rover 110 or Unimog Truck, or like the majority of Army, having a chuckle about a
cartoon by the name of ‘Dikko” in the Army Newspaper, that could subliminally say what
every soldier was thinking without any caution or editorial dismissal. The focus of Army in
peace time was to ‘train hard” and often, when in-garrison this shified towards physical fitness
and competitive events; the Squadron held its ground on the oval, dominating in every event
due to such efforts from Pete Ball, Brett Parkin, Graham Hales and Barry Miller amongst
others. Other elite sportsmen such as Tony Purton, Geoff Ingram and Pat Austine would
represent at an Australian Defence Force level against other nations. A most notable
achievement was the Squadron winning the Garrison obstacle course competition, much to
the disappointment of Regimental Sergeant Major of the 6th Royal Australian Regiment, and
in-turn subsequent angst of the competing infantrymen.

As the analogue to digital transformation of technology slowly evolved, the foresight and
efforts of the Project Parare Military Geographic Information System Pilot Project from 1989
progressed onwards under Joint Project 42, to provide ADF with a Military Geographic
Information System under Project Topographic Support System or TOPOSS in 1999, and so
was the ‘Military Geographic Information’ capability realised. As the 20th century was
rapidly drawing to an end, the Squadron stalwartly maintained the motto to that of its lineage,
‘videre parare est’; however no one could have predicted that the Royal Australian Engineer
motto of ‘ubique’, latin for ‘everywhere’, would forever become engrained in the fabric of the
Squadron.

The 1st Topographical Survey Squadron’s first major operation and most significant
contribution to the spatial sciences was the Squadron’s geodetic survey detachment on
Operation MAREE in 1999. Operation MAREE was Australia’s contribution to the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration and US National Imagery and Mapping Agency
Shuttle Radar Topography Mission, in creating the first near-global data-set of Earth’s land
surface. The SRTM payload on board the Space Shuttle Endeavour was an 11 day mission
using a Spaceborne Imaging Radar and X-Band Synthetic Aperture Radar to achieve an
accurate three-dimensional model at a 30 m resolution for 80 percent of the Earth’s surface.
The detachments conducted survey transects using high precision geodetic Global Positioning
Systems along main routes from Cairns to Melbourne, Melbourne to Darwin, Albany to Port
Headland and Adelaide to Darwin, covering approximately 24 000 km over 60 days between
May and June. The survey transects were provided to NIMA, who combined the information
with similar transects conducted in North America, South America, Europe, Asia and Africa.

In the same year of Operation MAREE, the Indonesian government under President Habibie

allowed for a referendum of either special autonomy or independence in East Timor. The
referendum at the end of August 1999 resulted in an overwhelming favour of independence;

OFFICIAL

Page 13



OFFICIAL
3

subsequently pro-Indonesian militia and elements of Indonesian security forces committed
atrocities against the East Timorese and arson throughout the entire territory, forcing as many
as 500 000 to become internally displaced. On 15 September 1999, the UN Security Council
under Resolution 1264 authorised the formation of a multinational peace force in East Timor
known as International Force East Timor or INTERFET, allowing it to use ‘all necessary
measures’'. The 1st Topographical Survey Squadron (-) Geomatic Support Group deployed to
East Timor as a part of the Australian led INTERFET under Operation WARDEN on 27
September 1999, which was just seven days following initial insertion of military forces in an
uncertain environment. The GSG arrived at the Port of Dili on HMAS Jervis Bay and was
awaited by an administrative centre (and what would become the Capital of East Timor in
2002) unsettlingly void of past inhabitants and with acrid smoke perforating the air from
recent conflict.

The GSG based out of the Timor University in Dili provisioned reprographic, military
geographic information, product distribution, geodetic survey and aerial photography
supported by 173 Surveillance Squadron, until transfer to the United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor Peace Keeping Force in 2000. The GSG was the largest
operational commitment undertaken by the 1st Topographical Survey Squadron. MGI
detachments utilising the new TOPOSS were subsequently deployed within Battle Groups
almost continuously throughout Operation TANAGER, Operation CITADEL under the
United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor and Operation ASTUTE as a part of the
International Stabilisation Force until withdrawal in 2012.

The ongoing commitment in East Timor would unknowingly provide essential experience for
the workforce with the destabilisation of the Middle East following the US led invasion of
[raq code-named Operation IRAQI FREEDOM in 2003. The Squadron commenced
detachments in 2005 on Operation CATALYST in Iraq (following Operation BASTILLE and
FALCONER) as a part of the Al Muthanna Task Group based out of Camp Smitty in Al
Muthanna. Geospatial support was provided throughout Operation CATALYST until
withdrawal in 2009 as a part of Overwatch Battle Group West in Tallil and as an embed
within the Combined Explosive Exploitation Cell under the Multi-National Force-Iraq Task
Force Troy Joint IED Defeat Organisation in Baghdad. Those that were employed in the
Combined Explosive Exploitation Cell, would demount to conduct technical intelligence
exploitation in what cannot be understated as a hostile environment, and is notably the utmost
high-risk complex role ever undertaken within our employment category.

The Squadron’s commitment in the Middle East Area of Operations would substantially
increase in 2006 on Operation SLIPPER in Afghanistan as a part of Reconstruction Task
Force 1 under the North Atlantic Treaty Organization International Security Assistance Force
based out of Multi-National Base Tarin Kowt, in the province of Oruzgan. Geospatial support
was provided throughout Operation SLIPPER including within specialist functions of the
Combined Explosive Exploitation Cell, Weapon Intelligence Team, Scan Eagle and Shadow
Unmanned Aerial System Group, Provincial Reconstruction Team and Combined Team
Uruzgan until drawdown under Operation NOSTOS in 2012.

As Operation SLIPPER was drawing to a close, the Arab Spring, which was an emergence of
pro-democracy uprisings spread across the Middle East and North Africa in 2010 and 2011.
The Squadron commenced detachments in 2016 on Operation OKRA in Task Group Taji,

! Resolution 1264 (1999) / adopted by the Security Council at its 4045th meeting, on 15 September 1999
OFFICIAL
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Iraq, as a part of the ADF contribution to the international coalition against Daesh (also
known as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) or the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL)) in Iraq and Syria. In 2017 the Squadron’s commitment was expanded with
detachments commencing with the US CENTCOM Partner Integration Enterprise based out
of Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar. The Australian contingent included not only ECN 423, but
RAAF Air Intelligence Aanlysts from 460 Squadron, 87 Squadron and 83 Squadron in order
to sustain our commitment in provisioning federated Processing Exploitation and
Dissemination imagery intelligence production supporting Operation INHERENT RESOLVE
- Irag/Syria and RESOLUTE SUPPPORT Mission - Afghanistan in the MEAO until
withdrawal in 2021.

Other significant contributions from the Squadron included support to Operation SUMATRA
ASSIST in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, as a part of the Australian Defence Force contribution in
providing humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean
earthquake and tsunami on the 26 December 2004.

The 1st Topographical Survey Squadron under the Royal Australian Engineers between 01
July 1996 to 06 December 2017, supported in excess of 30 operations and activities
continuously over a span of two decades and across four continents, and sadly loss one of our
own, CPL Ashley Birt, who was killed on Operation SLIPPER by a rogue Afghan National
Army soldier in the Kandahar Province of Afghanistan on the 29 October 2011.

The Geospatial capability due to its intelligence focus, transitioned from the Royal Australian
Engineers to the Australian Intelligence Corps incrementally between 06 December 2017 to
01 July 2018. Ist Topographical Survey Squadron which formed on 01 July 1989 and whilst
under the 6th Engineer Support Regiment, transferred to the Australian Intelligence Corps
under the 1st Intelligence Battalion on the 06 December 2017 and was subsequently renamed
5 Company (GEOINT) on the 01 July 2018 to align with the Battalion’s other specialist
intelligence capabilities. The change of name was warranted and just as in 1989 when the
Squadron was named, previous names came before as the capability changed. 5 Company, not
unlike the phoenix, would be reborn from its ashes and yet its proud heritage would be
retained with the continuation in wearing of the Series 1 Unit Colour Patch, SVY 001 on the
slouch hat, the original colour patch approved for the 1st ANZAC Topographical Section in
1917.

As the workforce within 5 Company integrated within the relatively unfamiliar environment
of the Australian Intelligence Corps, many others had already been accustomed to being
employed in such an environment from more than a decade earlier. The distribution of
workforce expanded exponentially across Army as it matured; the requirement for a Land
Geospatial-Intelligence capability gained prominence, and eventually the capability would
reside within Army Headquarters, 1st (Australian) Division, 2nd (Australian) Division,
Aviation Command and Special Operations Command. The inherent functions of each of
these commands and designated operations, activities and investments within Australia’s
primary area of military interest are vastly different, and so the geospatial capability had to
evolve in supporting a range of operations including counter-terrorism, counter-insurgency,
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, peace and stability operations and non-combatant
evacuation.

The geospatial workforce of today has the expertise to support the spectrum of operations

within military engagement, security cooperation and deterrence, crisis response and limited
contingency operations and major combat operations.

OFFICIAL
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The 2024 National Defence Strategy suggests that strategic competition in the indo-pacific
may escalate to crisis and conflict (although not inevitable), with less than a ten year strategic
warning for conflict. ‘The current strategic environment has diminished Australia’s historical
and geographical advantages and demands a new approach to defending Australia and its
national interests. This new approach is based on the concept of National Defence. The
adoption of National Defence means the Australian Defence Force will shift from a balanced
force designed to respond to a range of contingencies to an integrated, focused force designed
to address the nation’s most significant strategic risks.’> “The Australian Defence Force must
be able to achieve the following five tasks:

1. Defend Australia and our immediate region.

2. Deter through denial any potential adversary’s attempts to project power against
Australia through our northern approaches.

3. Protect Australia’s economic connection to our region and the world.

4. Contribute with our partners to the collective security of the Indo-Pacific.

5. Contribute with our partners to the maintenance of the global rules-based order.””

The National Defence Strategy direction for the Australian Army is to optimise for littoral
manoeuvre with a long range land and maritime strike capability. The Land
Geospatial-Intelligence capability over the next 12 to 24 months will subsequently evolve to
substantially contribute to close combat, littoral manoeuvre, and long range precision strike
capabilities under the Defence Targeting Enterprise. In the next decade, the capability will no
doubt harness the advancement of technology, which is exponentially increasing with
machine learning, artificial intelligence, and in particular with the emergence of quantum
computing.

The Australian Intelligence Corps motto is ‘forewarned is forearmed’; however ‘I am unable
to predict the future, so I can't describe the changes that are ahead of us, perhaps with one
exception. Despite the inevitability of change, it is abundantly clear that the requirement for a
topographical support capability, organic to the organisation, is vital to the ADF and will
continue into the future. Some things never change!’* These are not my words, but those of
Colonel Simon Lemon, Director of Survey — Army, July 1994. These words resonate with me
and are forever enduring. Topographic mapping in support of the warfighter will remain as
the benchmark of our capability.

Ladies and Gentlemen, that ends the journey for this evening. I have not mentioned the
transformation of the Illustrator Reprographic capability, which has its own lineage and
perhaps can be told on another occasion.

[ whole heartedly thank you and your family for your past commitment to military service,
and for many, your continued contributions in advancing the spatial sciences, and contribution
within the Australian Geospatial-Intelligence Organisation, Geoscience Australia and other
such esteemed organisations. 1 additionally would like to acknowledge those of you who
have, and continue to record and preserve the history of the Royal Australian Survey Corps,
so that your stories remain for generations to come.

? National Defence Strategy 2024
3 The Australian Army contribution to the National Defence Strategy 2024
* Parare Survey Corps Magazine Issue 10, July 1994
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I will close with a message from the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, AO
DSC. [17:06]

A message from the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, AO DSC on the 110th
anniversary of the Royal Australian Survey Corps [2:54]

WO1 Cameron Gee, OAM
OFFICIAL

A message from the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Simon Stuart, AO DSC on the 110th
anniversary of the Royal Australian Survey Corps [2:54]

To view the Chief of Army’s Outstanding Message, follow the Link below:

https://mediahub.fotoware.com.au/fotoweb/albums/aDAO SLv6XbHhyzf/
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Response to WO1 Cameron
Gee OAM, RASVY 110th
Birthday Celebration

Thank you Cameron.
Distinguished Guests, Survey
Corps Family.

When | was invited to respond
Cameron | reflected about
what form that might take.
Cameron won’t remember this,
but | first met him as a
preschooler at their home in
Wodonga when his father,
Tony, and | served together at the old School of Military Survey at East Bonegilla. In
fact, Tony Gee and | were promoted to Sergeant there on the same day.

That got me to thinking that Cameron is an Army Brat, as are many of you here
tonight, and the family connections that then helped to create the wonderful Esprit
De Corps and close camaraderie that existed and continues to exist between us.

It is twenty-nine years since the Royal Australian Survey Corps was disbanded,
twenty-nine years!, and yet we can still draw this many of us together. That is
amazing!

Give yourselves a hand for that wonderful achievement.

Cameron has comprehensively taken us through what has happened during the last
twenty-nine years. Thank you Cameron. | am planning to go back before then to
the very beginning of our Corps and talk about some of the family connections that
helped to shape and bind us:

Did you know that for more than the first fifty years of our Corps there was a
Raisbeck serving? And we have had many sisters in the Corps; | served with both
Desi and Rita Asaris; and Irene and Kris Isaac — Kris married Rod Skidmore RASvy
whose uncle, Alan Skidmore, also served in RASvy. Kris and Rod’s daughter, Shireen,
joined the Army and now works at DIGO. It continues. Sister and brother Sharon
and John Jones; Sharon married Peter Treble an RASvy soldier and their daughter
Stephanie also joined the Army. Brothers Bill and Rob Jones — Bill married Leigh the
daughter of Bob Aulesbrook RASvy.
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And we have had plenty of other brothers over the journey:

Clutterbucks, Cheaters — a couple of generations of brothers there, Thirwells,
Wickers, Hudsons, Talbot-Smiths, Ralph and Ken and, of course, Ken married
Lorraine Daly RASvy.

And the RASvy fathers whose sons followed them into the Corps: Tony and Cameron
Gee; Hugh and Neil Taylor; Tony and Steve Ellis; Artie and John Lane; John Hogan,
Mick and Barry — their sister Helen married Steve Drummond RASvy; Garran Hill,
Corey and Rohan; the Armans and the Souths — father and two sons each there,
although we had to import those two lots.

Of course there’s numerous marriages between RASvy personnel; way to many to
discuss here. And there are the wider family connections, | married

Marianne, the daughter of Steve

McConnachie RASvy, and our daughter Jodi, sitting there, another Army Brat, joined
RASvy and two of her daughters also joined the Army. Marianne’s uncle Chris Kelly
RASvy married Marea, the daughter of Tibby Szentirmay RASvy. And Chris’s sister
Rene married Bill Mitchell RASvy. Jodi is one of eight members of her extended
family to serve or work at Fortuna.

And there are plenty of other RASvy Army Brats, besides those acknowledged
earlier, who have joined the Army: Mary-Ann and Rock Thistleton’s son, Tracy
and Jim Ash’s son, Jacinta and Peter Swandale’s son to mention just a few.

| will now invite Cameron back to the stage to offer a small gift, on behalf of us all, as
a gesture of our collective appreciation for his extensive presentation. Thank you
Cameron.

Colin Cuskelly

Peter Swandale then thanked
and acknowledged the Guests
who had travelled long
distances from around
Australia to be there. Trevor
Pearson who travelled from
Mexico travelled the furthest.

110th ﬁn;iversary He thanked the Bendigo RSL for
Roval",\::tem“a“ the significant assistance that
Survey Corps they had provided for the

reunion.
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Peter then had the sad task of proposing a minutes silence
for all those who had passed away since the last reunion, but
especially for Ken Peters who passed away after an accident
whilst travelling to be at the 110" reunion.

Condolences to Jenny and their two daughters were
extended by all present.

Peter then thanked the Reunion Committee John and Tracey Phillips, Rod Skidmore,
Stuart Symonds, Peter Swandale, Sue Spath, Bob Thrower and Gary Warnest. He
then presented Tracey Phillips and Gary Warnest with ExFortuna Life Membership
Certificates for service to the Association over many years.

We were honoured to have WO2 Terry
Flaherty from 5 Int Coy as our guest and we
also presented him with a “Mapmakers of
Fortuna” book to take back with him.
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Engineer
Surveyors

Illustrators extraordinaire

g
110th Anniversary
of the
Royal Australian
Survey Corps

The WRAAC and Survey Corps Ladies who served
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And of course “LITHO”

Rosemary Bowman now aged 102 is the last remaining member of LHQ
Cartographic Coy. We were privileged to have Rosemary at our 100" Anniversary

where she cut the cake at Fortuna.

Rosemary was unable to attend the 110" Reunion
but sent a message to wish everyone a great
reunion and get together.

Hope everyone had a great time, we certainly did !
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