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PROJECT RMORT

opmltrotr "sHonn walr rr"

References: Ao Dept of Defence (n"*y Office) A474-1-48 of 2) Nov 75

3" tr'F Cond Ops 101J1 ot 25 Lpv 77

C" 4 Fr Gp Mor:nting Instruction l/77r |BB/Ksz/zl aatea 9 May 77

l. { Fd Svy Sqn operation Instruction 1/77, 7aa/z/55 dated 11 l4ayfl

General

1 o Qperation SHORT WAIJ{ II was mountetl by { Fd Svy Sqn during the period
24 IvIay 77 to 24 Jwrt 77, The ain of the operation was to:

B.o field complete plots of 1:50000 seale maps in the
SH 5t-7 Bi1la Kalina and SE 5t-11 Kingoonya
1:?5OOO0 scale^map arease boqnded by the rgetangle
2)a lgtS to J0'{!tS an61JJ" 15t E to 115" 15t E; and

bo reconnoitre the remaining elreas of the Bi1la Kalina
and Kingoonya 1;250000 seale map areas to assist
interpretation of features from aerial photograPhXr
for future plotti-ng.

2o The area of operation is shown in Annex C. Fieltt completion reports for
the individ,ual- 1:50000 map sheets effe eontained in Annex !, and a report on the
recor."naissEince is Annex E to this reporto

Ofggpisetion

3. The operation was carried. out by a d,etachment of { Fd- Svy Sqn, under
eommand o;f J172813 CAHI' R,1,. Roehe, with attachnents from 171 0p Spt Sqnr Army
Arrn, and SA Dept of Agriculture & Fisheries. Det 4 Fd. Svy Sqn was sub-d.ivid.ed.
into a Headquarters Group, a Support Group and three Field, Groups"

4" fhe organization and nominal roll of personnel engaged on the operation
, fire Annexee A and 3, respeetively, to this report.

yethocl o{ :Qperg_lion

5" A main base r*as established. at WRE, Mirikata and forward bases were
oceupied at Vivian We1ls (an out-station of Mt Vivian Station), and" on Millers
Creek station.

6. HQ Gp, Spt Gp and Fd. Gp A were stationed, at nain baseo Fd Gp B
operated from mainbase from 5 Jun 77 to 24 Jvn 77 "

7. Foward Base Vivian Wells was occupied by Fd Gp B and Fd Gp C from
2J May 77 to 5 Jun 77 " tr'orward. Base Millers Creek was occupied by Fd. Gp C

fron 8 Jvn 77 to 21 Jun 77"

-- Bo With the exception of 5918*l Ba1ta, 5O,B-IV Ware, 6Ote-I Yarrabolina
Hill and 51r8-IV Serrateci Range, all nap sheets were cheeked both on the grouncl

I *td from the air, Ground parties (f'a Cp B and Fd Gp C) checked road and. track
l- elassifications, add.itions and d.eletions and eu]tural deta1l including buildingst

d.a^rns, fences, gates, etco Air parties (fa Gp A) were primarily concerned with

i
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elassifieation of timber and draj-nage features" There was liaison between ground
and air parti-es at regular intervals and queries raised. by ground parties were
re-ehecked. by air, and vice-versao

9. Due to the nature of the ttgoingr' ln the northern part of the area it was
more effieient to check the sheets excepted in para B above by air on1y" In this
instance the air party cheaked all detail.

f+g!a Conpletion Material

10. Field completion was done using prelininary naps printed. by silk screen
from the plot sheets" Plotting nas done in ink and in nost inst€tnces the line
work was suj-table for contacting directly to the silk screen stencil" When the
line work was too thin, the plot sheets nere contacted to fj-Im positiver using
reversal fi1m, and the line weight increased on the filn positlve.. The silk
sereen stencils were then mad.e from the filrn positi-ves" Different colours were
used. to depiet the following information:

&o ElaeE. All- cultural detail, including roads and
traeks, and nonenclature,

bo Brown. Relief detail"

co Blue. Srainag:e detail.

do Green" Vegetation deiail.

eo Eeg. Queries raised during both the plotting
and initial- ed.it stageso

11. In add.ition to the prelininary maps, stable base copies (Oza1ids) of
the plot sheets were produeed for recording the eorreetions.

Fgggr9f -g__sf l4lgrmgli on

72. In the field, field. parties marked eorrections and classlfieation
lnforrnation onto the relevant preliminary map, 0n return to base canp all
infornation was reeorded onto the stable base eopies of the plot sheets"
Anomalies were resolved before proceeding further with the field completion"

15" 0n completion of each plot sheet areae colour guid"es vere produeed,
using preliminary maps, for road, drainage and vegetatlon elassifieations"

Aigcraft Support

14. One LgH from 171 0p Spt Sqn r+as'used on the operation fron 18 May 77 lo
20 Jun 77" 0f the 100 task hours allocated only Blo5 were used due to aireraft
malfunction toward the end of the operation, which neeessitated its return to its
orm base" As all priority tasks had. been conpleted by this time no replacenent
was requested.

X5" The ai"rcraft was used exclusively on operational tasks as, because of
the size and. nature of the area of operation, resupply and adurinistrative tasks
eould be economieally canied. out by roado

15" Qne offieer and. two other ranks vere deployed with the aireraft, with a
ehange of pilot occuning on 9 Jun 77. A sOt service r*as carrietl out on 9 Jrin 77r

f at Woomera,
RESTRTCTED
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at Woomeras by pensonnel from 171 Op Spt Sqn who were attached for the period of
the serviee,

1V. A spirit of eo-operation existed between RA SW and Arrny Avn personnel
at all tiures and. the enthusiasm and. interest of Arny Avn personnel contributed.
signifieanttr-y to the sueeess of the operation"

Cly.Ll":ep Fuppqrt

18" Two members of the Arid Zone Section of the Soil Conservation Sranch of
the South Austratrian }epartment of Agrieulture and. Fisheries were attached to the
operation for varying periods between J0 May 7V and 9 Jun 77" Consultation with
these personnel on elassifieation of drainage features was of great assistanee.

Adninistration

1g" lmE_" Considerable assistanee was reeeived from !JRE" They provided:

?.o aceommodation at Woomera and Mirikata;

bo supply of rations and resupply to main'base;

oo eooking staff at main base;

do linited earrteen supplj-es;

e. supply of aireraft and vehicle fuels at main base;

f" nedical supPort and evacuation;

g" vehieLe recovery, beyond. unit sesources (trris
service was not required)

ho aireraft servieing faeili-ties at Woomerag and

j-o rear lj-nk eommunicatj-ons (telephone and telex) 
"

20. 3q[. Menbers of ]et { Fd" Svy Sqn were paid in advanee for the period.
of the operation o 

,

21. HSelJh. With one exeeption the health of personnel engaged on the
operati-on w.as good, One member becanne il-l- toward" the middle of the operation arrd

was evaeuated back to Adelaide by blRE"

22" rlgrg1g. Morale remained. high throughout the operation, The standard-
of accomrnoaation and rationing provid.ed by WRE was a major factor in the mainten-
anee of moraleo

ztr" liqclll}re" No situation a,rose that required disciplinary action'

24. Pgblle 4e&rtiong. Contaet nas established. with property owners andfot
managers pr.ior *o the Det leaving Ad.elaide and" was maintained throughout the
operation by vis5-ts from field. parties, and social interchange both on a,n organ*
ized basis and between ind.ivid.ual Det personnel and property owners' Most
property owners di.splayed a keen interest in the work being done by the Det and
provided villing assista:lee" Relationships were cordial at all tines, 'Ihe fo11ow-
ing owners/managers were contacted:

/ailfa Kalina Statj.on:
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25" Visits" The following personnel visited naj.n base on 16 Jvlr 77r
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Silla Kalina Station :

Bon Bon Station z

Mount Yivian Station !

Mount Eba Station 2

The Twi-ns Station :

Flillers Creek Station r'

Paralylia Station 3

Bulgr:nnia Station i

LTC0L Wilkinson

MAJ Gruszka

CA?T Derbyshire

CAPT Caneron

Ivlr K" Greenfi.eld

Iqr K" Seames

!b D" Snith

Mr W. Morrish

ltlr D" Rankin

IvIr B" Jenkins

Ivlr B" Murray

Ivlr.G" Menadue

C of S HQ { FI'Gp

0C 4 Fd- Svy Sqn

SOJ Ops HQ 4 FF Gp

so, c00RD HQ { FT Gp

25" Cornmunications" Rear link communication facilities were proviciecl by
hrBE'rerE!6ffi.esweIemadeavai1ab1eatnainbasearrdsigna1swere
transnitted by tel-ex from Woonerao Signals were passed. fron naj-nbase to Woomera

by telephone. Comnunications betr*een main base and field parties was by AN/PRA-
F1 radio" A detailed report on radio conrnrnication is Annex F to this report"

LoEistics

27. Supply. Rations, water, aircraft and vehicle fuels ltere supplied by
!',R8. All other stores were drawn fron 4 Fd Svy Sqn ancl Army resources prior to
the d.eparture of the Det fron Ad.elai-d.e"

Resupply. Maln base was resupplied by'\rRE on bn as required basis using:URE
aircra^ft a^nd vehicles" Forward bases were resupplied by road from mainbase
using Det vehicles" Stocks of rations, both fresh and dry, were naintainecl at
forward basee for seven clays with resupply of fresh rations eYery three dayso
Resupply of dry rations, fuel and. water to Jorward bases was on an as required
basls.

tr\re}. The following aircraft and vehicle fuel was used during the operation:

MI Bulk 14400 litres
Drum 5oo litres;

AWIIR - nnrm 11000 litres

Yehicles. The vehicles alLocated to the operation performed satisfactorily with
ATffi'or repairs required., which were capably carried out by the Det transport
supervisoro The vehicles used were!

1x Truck, Cargor ! ton GSr with winch

Jx Truck, Carryallr I ton GS, toPo

&o

bo

RXSTRICTE} /2x T:uck,



2x

Jx

Truek, Carryaf1r

Trailer, Cargor

RESTRICTF,D

tr-)-
f ton GS, Topo

! ton GS

("i" cnuszra)
MAJ
0c
/7 oct 77

Annexes: A"

B.

c.

Do

E.

FN

Distribution:

External:
lepartment of lefence
nepartment of Defence
HQ FF Comd

4FFGp
Arny Svy Regt
WRE - Woomera
'WRE - Salisbury
Schoo1 of Mil Svy
1 Fd" Svy Sqn
2 Fd Svy Sqn
! Fd Svy Sqn
B f'd. Svy Sqn
Int Centre

Internal:
0C 4 Fd. Svy Sqn
Sqn Tech library
Mapping Area FiIe

Noninal RolI

Orgaxrization

Area of 0peration

Report on Field" Completion

Reconnaissaltee Report

Report on Radio Communications

(r sw)
(a"ry Office

Reg Nos

01-0,
04-o5
05-08
09-1 0
11*12
11-14
15
16-19
20
21
22
21
24

,
2

1
2
2
z
1

4
1

1

1

1

1

25
26-29
1o

(1)
(+)
(1)
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4 {9*s_W sqn

517281t CAPI

222111 Lr

17171 w02

1776' sscr

42045 SGr

45421 scr

t14097 cPL

45901 cPL

2201 1 CPL

14OO2t cPr,

41221 CPr

45519 cPL

58147 PrE

46514 sPR

2119e5 sPR

46445 sPR

117 0p Spt Sqn

1200955 CAPT

1202778 LCPL

2244487 CFN

12O25r9 Lr
24tt7j SGr

48555 scr

4450t scr

45212 cPL

224881 CS'N

221282 CFN

Civilian Personnel

Mr B. Lay

}tr R"M" Baker

RoLo Roche

A.B. Mcl,ellart

I"L. Wicker
p.Do Davis

R.J" Brock

S o Ilinic
M"P. Coletti
R.R" Dikkenberg

T.A. Hosie

K.R. l,angleY

P"G,. Manoel

M"D; Sarson

G. Dinsdale

Polo Morris

N.B" Savidge

W.I " Shephard.

PoHo Rogers

R.J" Crawford

P.H" Crad-d.ock

I.J. lowling
L. Avery

3o Ca1der

K"Go Kemp

J "R " Bed.f ord

AnDn Show

I,oG. Hbmilton

24 lqay 77
ll

28 May 77

28 l\ay 77
n

9 tvn 77

9 Jtn 77
il

ll

il

9 Jun 77
tt

1O tulay 77

10 tqa.y 77
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_24 Jun 77
n

il

9 Jtr, 77

2A Jun 77
n

20 Jun 77

11 Jun 77
It

tt

ll

11 Jun 77
It

24 Jun 77

1 J:un 77

il

lt

n

il

It

It

il

il

u

il

It

il

It

ll

lt

ll

n

ll

ll
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ll
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ORGANIZATION

OPMATION IISHORT WAI,K TIIi

HQ Gp Spt Gp

I

ANNEX B
TO PROJECT REPORT
OPERATION SHORT WALK ]I
!4rBpl:--0c!-zz

t_Civilian Personnel

Saker
Lay

Det SM:
Tpt Spv:
Stores/GD:

Wicker
Brock
Dinedale

}ilo2
SGT
CPL

D.
R.
G.

!
Army Avn

CAPT P"H. Rogers IC
lT D"J. Dowl j-ng
ICPL R"J. Crawford
CFN P.A. Craddock

Servicigg Personnel

SGT L" Avery
SGT Bo Calder
SGT K"G" Kemp
CPL J "R. Sedford
CFN A.I. Snow
CFN L.G. Ha,milton

Mr R"
Mx B.

Fd Gp

SGT

SPR
Sn Hinic, IC Gp
N.Bo Savid.ge

Fd Party 2

CPt M.
SPR W"J"

Sarson IC
Shephard

FdGpB
ra Ptrty ]

SSGT P.l" lavis IC Gp

CPL T.A. Hosie

I
Fd Party 4

CPL M"P. Coletti IC
SPR P"D. Morris

LT
cPr

A.B" Mclellan IC
R.R. Dikkenberg

CPt K.R. langley IC
CPI P"G" Manoel

Det Comd. : CAPT R.L. Roche

Gp
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TO PROJECT REPORT
OPIN.ATION NSHORT WALK fIII
pATm 11 Ocr 77

RE?ORT ON FIEI} COMPTEtrION

OPMATTON SEORT WAIK II

5918-r BArrA

1o
were used.

General. Checked by air only, approxinately 5"aircraft hours

2o@"Thecu1tura1detai1picked.upduringp1ottiagwasaceurate1y
portrayed.-The fences and. tracks adtled by field completim are position approxi-
mate" Several tracks in the area are seldom used but remain visible for long:
periods.

1. Drai.::age, The river patterns were very well portrayed by the plotters.
The shape of drainage features was accurately plotted but photo interpretation
was often inaccurate with many swanps being wrongly labellecl as claSryanso These
anomalies were corrected. during fielii completiono

4" Vegetatjlon. Vegetation
well plotted, they only alteration
scattered scrub to medir:m scrubo

5org-rv wARE

is sparse and of land nark value. It wa*s

neeessary was to upgrade some areas of

5"
used"n

6"

7"
good.

p,

to be an

o

General. Checked by air only, approximately 5 aircraft hours were

Cultura1. Very little a,nendment necessary to the plotted detail.

The draina6e portrayal on the plot sheets was generallyEire..

Relief. The area feature naned Painted Hil1s at GR 491150 was found

"ffi? small hillocks with no one outstand.ing peak.

Vggetation. The vegetatlon was well portrayed" The main a,mendment
dry watercourses

sparse and was well p1otted." A fence
sheet was in bad repair and was washed
landmark value and should be portrayed
d.j-srepairrr.

necessary was the upgrading of the vegetation in the mainly
from scattered" scrub to nediurn serub"

6oJe-r vffixatoT,lNa Hu,r,

10o General. Checked by air only, approximately 5 aircraft hours were
usedu

11 . $!!g1. CuLtural detail is
nrnning N-S in the SW corner of the map
out in several places, however it is of
on the map with the descriptive note t'In

12a Reliefr A white pinnacle at GR 81501) is very prominent and. is an
excellent ffitional aj.d. both by ground and air. ft should be identified on
the map by a feature symbol and the descriptive note t'Prominent white pinnaclert"

RESTRICTED /z
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11" Vegetation" Some vegetatj-on
scattered. scrub to ned.ir:m scrub.

5118;rV SERRATED RANGE

along the watercourses was upgraded frout

14" General" Checked by air on1y, approximately five aircraft hours used..

15" curtur4. cultural detail is sparse however there had been consld.er-
ab1echarrgffihedateofthernappingphotograptry,particu1ar1yaround.bores.
The Brr:nby Proof Fence which runs generally N-S across the sheet was tlifficult
to position accurately because of its neandering natureo It was finally
positioned. from the 1:25OOO0 scale nap and should be labelled position approxi-
mateo

15" Draina€e" The drainage was well plotted and very little amendrnent
was necessa;ry.

17 " Vegetationo Generally the vegetation was consistently and accurately
plotted" 0n1y ninor amendment was necessary by upgracling the classification of
vegetation in some of the watexcoulges.

59r8-rr nru rwins

18" General. Checked. by ground and air. One grountl party r*as in the
area for 5-6-nd approxinatlfy ft aircraft hor:rs were usedo

19" Cultural. The Stuart Highway has been realigned North of The Twins
homstead., 

-ffiTences 
have been constructed. r*ith radial corners, this has been

done to belp guicle sheep towards water"

2Oo Drainage. The d.rainage ltas generally portrayed welI, The only
charrgeinffina€ewastherec1assificatio,.oisomee1ayparrstoswa,mps.

21 o Vegetation. Very littIe vegetation ehange was notedo As the vegeta-
tion becane d.enser its inportance as a land.nark feature d.ininished 

"

6oJe-rn Mrl,r,ERs cnEH{

22" General" Checked. by grround and air" One ground. party was in the
area for lnFys and approxinately J$ aircraft hours were usedo

21. Drainage. The numerous sma11 claypans ad.jacent to the Mlllers Creek
are a prominent area feature" They were not checked individually but as a whole
they are representative of the ateao

24" Vegetation. The vegetation was very
evident from the vegetation as plotted.

5.018-rr HOGARTE

sparse and. hardly any change was

25" General, Checked by air and ground. One ground. party was i-n the
area for { days and approxinately fr airctaft hours were usedo

26" Cu1tura1. Many traeks have been changed. into straight one lane un-
sealed. roaE?E? are well maintained., Some o1d tracks have d.-generated. into
eroded. channel-sr which are extremely d.ifficult to fol1or^r by vehicle and at times
can only be followed by the higher than average salt bush which sometimes grows
in the old. wheel rutso }eeply scored cattle pads were protted as tracks and
these were d.e1eted" The rectan$rlar da.ns in the area are in fact earth tanks.

RESTRICTE} /t
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27 " Relief . The area in the NW corner of the sheet is krtown a.s 'rbreakaway
country'ro -fis a,n area heavily eroded by creek systems flowing northwards"
The contolr interval prohibits a,ccurate depiction of the grouncl whieh is much

more rugged and broken than the ma.p d.epicts"

28" Drainage" Millers Creek antt the numerous sma1l cla;ryans ad.jacent to it
are the prectoninant rrater features sn the sheet"

29" Vegetation. The vegetation in the area is very sparse"

51'B-III BILLA KALINA

General" Checkert by grouncl and air" One grountl party was in the
for 5J?ffi-and approximately 4* aj:craft hours trere used-"

Cultr.ual" See 6018-II HOGARIE

1O"
urea

11,

12" Draiaage" On a sheet generally ilevoiil of arry river system, the Devils
itayetouna-md in the SE corner of the sheet is the predominant clraina4:e
featrlre" It is a large claypan, large areas of which are deasly covered with
canegrass" The canegrass €ureas have been classifieel as swanp' Several other
ttrainage featgres were reclassifi-ed, eg, from rhainly dry lake to swanp antl one

large tea that was plotted as a elaypan was actually only a tonal change and t*as

deleted..

3t" Vegetation" The vegetation was generally accurate as plotted"

59'7-I KAIABYNG

54. General" Checked. by ground and. air" One grountt party was in the
area for 5 days and approxinately 4 aircraft hours were used"

35" lrainage" Kalabyng swarnp was originally plottett r.rith two bounclaries"
The inner bounctaif was classified as swanp and the outer boundary was classified-
as mainly dry fakl. The vegetation within the inner boundary was d.iffirent
from that between the outer and inner bounilaries, however, experts from the SA

Departnent of Agriculture and Fisheries advised. that both types were swanp

vegetation. Kalabyng swamp has been reclassified as si*amp right up to the outer
tounaary and the inner boundary has been d.eleted. The loeals said that d-uring
the last two nbig wets" Kalabyng Swanp was filled to a d.epth of 12 feet. A

continuation of Kalabyng Swa,np extends further north than originally plotted and

finally fuses togetheluitt tt* existing, plotted. vegetation. Adjacent axrd east
of Kalab;mg Swanp are several sma1l nainly dry lakes a +

35. Vegetation" The sma1l, mainly dry lakes ad.jaeent and east of Kalabyng
3*,g1p are S;;mT;a- by Ti-tree growing in sand" The sand areas have been added

to the cultural plot sheet and. they should. appear on the final map labe11ed

'rTi-treert. Classification of vegetation was difflcult as it generally gror*s in
wid.ely separated rows of nedh:m scrubo The area could best be portrayed by

elassifying these axeas as scattered scrub with the descriptive note "Scattered
rows of medium scrubtt o

50r7-rv EtsA

17. General" Checked by ground' and by air.
area for 6 days-and. approxinately 5 aLtcraft hours

One ground party was in the
were usedu

/+RESTRICTED
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18" Cultural" Sorne buildings at Mt Eba landlng ground. were in bad repair
and.appearffied'.Somenewfenceswereadded"A1argeradioaeria].(about
200 feet high) was located" and add.ed. to the cultural sheet, It should be por-
trayed on the rnap by a located object symbol with the d.escriptlve note rfTowerfto

t9. lqgin@.. There a"re very few drainage features on this sheetr except
for a nainffiwater course east of Mt Eba honestead. and numerous smal1 clay-
pans in the N W eorner of the sheet.

40"
d.eleted as they were
the sand rid,ges that
aids frour the air,

Several areas that had. been plotted. as sand dunes were
nothing more than tonal ehanges in the gibber plain, however
were plotted d.id. exist and were extremely good navigational

41. Vegetation, Several areas of rScattered rows of medium sctubr appear
on this srr"?G'ara J5 above) '
597-r PAISLEY

42" Genergl" Checked. by ground and. air" One ground" party was in the
area for +-?ffi-and approximately J$ aircraft hours were used.;

43" Cultural. The track to Mt Paisley is almost unusable, even for {
whee1 drivffiGles" Large scale field sketches of cul-tr:rally congested areas
have been added to the plot sheets.

44" Irainage. Very little amendnent was need-ed to
The rnain drainage features are mainly dry water coursest

45, Vegetationo Generally accurate as plotted"
along the sa.nd ridges 

"

the drainage as plotted.
elaypans and" swarnps o

Medirrm scrub was added

5r]7-lv pnppnarrn

46. General. Cheeked by ground and air. One ground party was in the
area for 55Aaf atld approxinately ft aireraft hours were usedo

47 . lslllsgl. A new land.ing ground has been construeted to the north of
Mil-lers CrE& ir6estead and the old land.ing ground to the SE of the homestead is
for emergency use only. Fenees, paddock boundaries and padd.ock narnes have been
ad.d.ed"

48, lrainage, Millers Creek dominates the rnapsheet. A longer time than
usual was used. to accurately field complete the d"rainage in this area' Apart
from Millers Creek there is a continuation of the Devils Playground; an extensive
area of numerous smalf claypans and small swaJnps, and other areas of swamp

including the large Peephabi.e Swa.mpo

49" Relief, Numerous sand ridges occur in the area.t they are easily
identifiabfE-and useful navigation aids by air" The use of the clj-ff symbol on

the features to the west of Devils Playground is not strictly correct but is
adequate since the features are very steep and appear as cliffs from the distance'

Vegetation. The vegetation d.id. not vary rnuch f,rom what was plotted'

ReLief 
"

50"
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52, Drainage" Accurately pIotted, exeept that some nainly dry
reclassified. to swarnpo

was in

lakes were

5r" Yegegation. Several areas of 0Scattelecl rows of nedirm scrubt were
a.dded"

5or7-rlI rooKour

54" General. Checked by ground. and by air" One ground party was in the
area for I aay*ana approximately 5b aircraft hours were usedo

n-5

59r7-rr BoN BoN

51 " General" Checked by ground and. by air" One ground. party
the area for 5 aays and approximately ft aircraft hours wele usedo

General. Checked by ground. and air" One ground party was in the
for 7-?ffiild approxJ"mateti l* aircraft hours were usedo

RESTRTCTE}

The area had suffered severe bush fires which d.estroyed
The f,eireing is progresslvely being replaced. There

in the N W of the sheet.

,3,
The

,4.

Drainage" The area is generally devoid, of major drainage features.
drainage was generally accurate as plotted.

Vegetgtion, The vegetation was generally accurate as plotted..

5ol7-rr wrNerr,prN

>5.
area

55" Cultural" There was a general degeneration of fences, tracks and
boreso Very Iitt1e new l'rork was evid.ent" The only regularly naintained roads
in the area were those along the vermin proof fence and the 2 lane unsealed road
that passes Vivian Well- outstation.
q7 lrainage. Difficulty was experieneed" with the classification of lake
Wingilpin" It was decided. to classify the outer extremity as mainly dry lake
and the inner part of the lake as swampo After a heavy wet season the lake
fi11s to its outer extrernity and as the water d.rains away it leaves a swamp in
the eentfe. A sinilar feature exists on the eastern ed.ge of the sheet and it
has been classified. in the sdme manner.

58. Veg_etatig4. Some changes were made to the vegetation around. Lakel'{ingilpin, otherwise the vegetation was accurate as plotted.

6157-rl:_Rns!r mcooN

KO General" Checked. by ground and air" One ground. party was j-n the
area for 5-aays and approxirnately fr a.ircraft hours were usedo

50. Cgltura1"
nany miles of feneing"
is a new graded track

61" lrainage. Many of the d.rainage boundaries that had been plotted" did
not exist on the ground. Some were tonal changes in the gibber plain and others
could not be found at all"

62" Vegetation. There was a marked. difference in the plotteil vegetation
from what actually existed in the errea of Moondiepitchrie Bore and large areas
of medium scrub were downgrad.ed. to scattered scrub. Also in the area of Moon-
d.iepitchrie Bore single lines had been plotted and d.escribed as distinct lines
of dense scrub. 0n inspeetion the d.ense scrub was more extensive than as
plotted and" the lines were joined. together to form areas of dense scrub.

RESTRICTED /6
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59r5-r _cossE

5r. Ge4ergl" Checked by ground and air. One gpountt party was in the area
for 5 d.ays and approximately { aircraft hours were usedo

54, Eginage" Two boundaries (an inner and an outer) were plotted for the
lakes in the SW corner of the sheet. The area between the outer and the inner
boundaries has been elassified as swamp and. the inner boundary 1s the shore Line
of a mainly dry lake"

65" Vegetation" The vegetation was generally accurate as plotted.

50r_6-rl _E\r-rAN

55" General. Checked by ground and" air, One ground. party was in the
area for 5@nd approximately 4 aLreraft hours were usedo

67 " Cultgqg!, Sone fire breaks were located and were added as approximate
position only" A sna1l land.ing ground at Mt Vivian hornestead is very short and
is fenced. at both end.s, it appears sultable for smallr light aircraft only.

feature on this sheet is an e*tensive drainage
runni.ng the entire length of the sheet. The
dry salt lakes within sw&mpo

areas of dense scrub were added.r borderlng on the

70" Checked. by ground. and air. One ground party was in the

68" Drainage, The nain
systen along the western edge,
system eontalns several nainly

59" Vegetation. Large
main d.rainage system.

50r5-r_xowAr

GeneraL.
area for 4-Aays arld. approximately fr aLrcraft hours were usedo

71. Qgligrgt" Many fire breaks and. tracks were ad.iled and are posi-tion
approximateo The airstrip in the N E of the sheet is bad.1y overgrown and is
suita,bLe for emergency use only" Sone fences are in bad repair and this has
been noted on the cultura] sheet" Telegraph lines in the area are sometimes
in bad. repair but are of landmark value, Roadside telephones have been ad.d.ed."

Towers in the area are of landmark value and have been positioned. approximatelyt
the aecurate positions can be obtained from the Ed"ition 1 mapso Where traeks
were in bad repair, they were shown only when their destination was significantt
if a better track had superseded a track in bad repair then the old track was
not shuwn. All gates and. grids were add.ed and yards were ad.ded. when found..
Darns with earth banks (earth tanks) were noted, Serapes were aJl insignificant
aid to navigation and only the larger ones should be showno

72" Drainage, Many of the drainage boundaries that had been plotted were
non-existant on the ground." The prominent drainage feature is the swamp in the
centre of the sheet" A11 wells were tested. for the presence of water and if
dry appropriately noted.

7j, Vggg_lgli_gn" The vegetation was generally accurate as plotted. A

cleared. lane, follor.ri-ng a telegraph line, was ad.d.ed from the eastern ed.ge to the
centre of the sheeto

6tt5-w tocx

74" @!" Cheeked by ground, and air" One ground. party was in the
area for ! days and approxS-nately d aircraft hours wete used.
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75. Cultura1" Bitumen surfaced helipads exist in the a.r€&a Generally
s imi lar 1 o-(g3"Gr-KowAt .

75" Drg.*age_. lvlost of the unclassified. drainage features on the sheet
were found to be swanps. The nainly dry salt Lakes on the sheet were eorrectly
p3-otted.

77 " Yegetatigg. The vegetation was generally aceurate as plotted. Sone
aJeas of scattered scrub and dense scrub were add.ed near the northern edge of
the sheet.

RESTR]CTED
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ANNEX E
TO PROJECT REPORT
OPM.ATION SHORT WALK TIry

RECONNAISSANCE REPORT

OPERATION SHORT WAIK IT

GENERAL

1 o ReconnaissaJrce of parts of the remaining unplotted aleas of the
Kingoonya a^nd Billa Kalina 1c250000 scale map areas was und.erta^ken during opera-
tion SHORT WAIK TI, to identify areas likely to cause difficulty in photo inter-
pretation and. to faniliarize members of the unit with such areaso

2o The reconnaissarrce was in two areas, one in the rsest of the operational
area and. the other in the easto The Western Reconnaissance Area was covered
partly by air ancl partly on the ground, The Eastern Reconnaissance Area was
covered on the ground."

hIESTINN RECONNAISSANCE AREA

5" The area covered includ.ed. the fo1lor^ring 1:50000 seale map areas:

5937-w SUNTOWN

5917-t1L GOURTEYBYNG

5916-W LABYRINTH

4" lyelines of recently completed plot sheets of the areas in para J above
were used. for the reeonnaissance and all eornments a,re recorded on the appropriate
d.yelines.

EASTTAN RECONNAISSANCE AREA

lsce

5o ^The 
reeonnaispance area was a reetangle bounded. by Joo JotS to 29o 7ot

S arra 136a 1!o E to 1164 lOtE.

Method

5o The reeonnaj.ssance was by vehiele using 1:250000 seale maps to locate
areas of possible interest.

Loqations

7 " The looations d.eseribed i"n the f ollowing paragraphs are id.entified in
Appendix 1 to this Arpex"

Deserrp!1on

8o tggg!+gg_1. This area is a swampo It ls darker in colorlr than the
sr:rround.ing countryg .dark grey when dry. It is like waking 1n a giant bogu
and would not support eonventional- vehieles" Further east the whole area is a
vast treeJ.ess grassland. except for some very seattered scrub along sone of the
watercourseso Mt Morgan and hu Bluff are clearly visible for a minimun of 10
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to 15 rnileso &ru Bl-uff is like a mesa, although not quite as sharp at the
junction of the plateau surface r,rith the side slopes.

o A dry watercourse with large deep cracks; extremely
brcken profite, grass covered- and a darker eolour than the surrounding ground""
Disnal Plain is a large grass eovered plain with low seattered serub and patches
of sand.y eolor:red rnaterial in the general area of Chandlers Uaterhole"

10" Loeatio4_l. The featr:res running parallel- to Enu Bluff are deeeptive-
1y depictea on tfre t:250000 seale map, no cliffs were evid.ent as portrayed on

the 1:250000 scale map"

11" Loeation 4" Open Swa,np is a sirnilar featt:re to Devils Playground;
grass on the periphery and eanegrass in the centre.

12o lgeatlgnL" Watchie Suarnp is a large elaypan of lighter coloured
clay than lE-GuaI-in the area" fslands of eanegrass are distinetive and the
feature is bordered with eanegrass and. has very slightly sloping banks' There
are patehes of roek on the claYPan"

13" Locjltion 5. Vegetation on the sand dunes is meditm scrub to dense
serub. T$-61our1hanges from bright green to dark greeno Average height
of the sand dunes is 2 to I metres. To the south there j"s a treeless, grass-
land plain with patehes of gibber"

14. T,oeatien_7" Vegetation on sand dunes is seattered scrub tonedium
seru.bo

1r" Loeatigg_8" Trig HiLl Sr*amp is a mainly dry, canegrass swEunpo

Brennans Darlr is fenced of,f with yards in the SW eorner.

15, i,oge!ign__2." Scattered serub to medium scrub only on the sahd ridges.
Iavies Darn is fe?]Tf a 50 metre wlde channel and a road goes inside the dan uall.
There are yards on the SW eorner of the d,am'

17, Location 10. Central Swamp is a eanegrass swarnpo The average height
of the sarrElfTdge;-is 5 ts 7 metreso This area is classie sa,nd dune - claypan-
sand dune eountry" There are patches of gibber on some of the elaypans"
Munrose Dam is a claypan eatchment suruounded on three sides by sand duneso
To the south of Mlnrose }am the sand d.unes beeane snaller (Z to J metres) and

" the claypaJrs are replaced. by smalI flat gibber plains in the areas between the
d"unes, Native pine is beeoning more abundapt towards the south'

18. locallggJ" F5-ve miles to the east of Bamboo Swamp the native pine
is more afrfrdlnFilITir a elassification of seattered forest with patches of
med"ium forest, The topography is undulating with very white sand"" In many

places only native pine is found on the sand d.unes with no other vegetation at
all. There are very smafl elaypans in the low lying a^treaso

19. Loeation 12. Bamboo Swa,np is a canegrass swamp r,rith a distinct peri*
meter of seattered. sCrub and medium serub, in most placeso

20, Locatiog 11. Curdla,midny Lagoon is one of the larger claypans in
the BiIIa lCatiniE._ingoonya axea,o It has large patches of gibber and sma1l
patches of canegrass,

21o Location l:[" Sand. dunes axe t to I metres high and a.re doninated
nativepinffiredforesttomediumforestwithsomeseatteredserubto
medium scrubo The area all around. Parakylia homestead is heavily d.oninated
native pine"

by

by
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PROJECT RE'PORT

OPMATTON SHORT WAI,K II
lATm r*t OCT 77

REPORT ON RAD]O OO}O4UNICATIONS
OPffiATTON SIiORT WAI,K II

ReliablljJly

1o Slx Radios (fype AN/PRO F1) were enployed during the operation"
One for eaeh of the four field" partiese one as a, base radio and one spaxeo

2o The four field radios operated reliably for the duration of the
operation, considering they were being transported" in Land.rovers over rough,
d.usty ierrain at all tines. The spare was substituted. for the base radio
after it failed to produee a tuning tone"

4gggl _9ogfngurelip"

3o It was established. d.uring previous operations in this area that the
most reliable aerial configuration was an end fed. set up" This again proved
suecessful and. in some instances, when the field parties were on partieularly
high features, a whip aerial was satisfactory over distances of 80 Km.

4" The base station aeriaf uas also an 6nd fed , hooked up to the radio
through the P.R.P. F2 Aerial Coup1er, This wa.s a distinet advantage as it
allowed twiee the length of aerlal wire and. eonsequently a conmanding strength
over the field radios"

lover Suppl-y

5" Good reliabil"ity was experienced" r*ith the reehargeable F1 Satteries.
Ilowever thi-s was achieved only by eareful seeding out of several unserviceable
batteries prlor to the operat5-on"

I-rgggengree

5" It 1s strongly reeommencled that the operating frequeney allotted for
future operations be compatj-b1e with at least one of the fixed frequencies
available in the supportlng aircraft" Preferably 6.218 1t.il12.

7. It proved neeessary to communicate direetly with the aircraft during
the tines when norrnal search and rescue l-istening watches by air traffic control
in the area was not avaifable to the aireraft. These times were usually early
morning, late afternoon, and at weekends. Communieations with the aircraft
were also required at randon times during norrnal working hours to receive sit*
reps a,rrd f or tasking of operations.

Rad.io Schedule Times

Bo Although sehedul-ed csnmunj.cations were planned at 0700 hrsr 1200 hrst
and. 1800 hrs, the only reliabfe comms were earried out berween 1000 hrs and
approximately 1500 hrso fnterference was found to be excessive outside these
tines and this occuned on all allotted" frequencies"
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Coment I
The resttictions placed on moreBent
in the area atd equiluent takea o! the
operation by lelsomel uas of comider-
able interest to some renbers.

i

\

'TlilS Pr-ACr, A\U3T BF- siCR"iT. NONE 0F U3 KNOW 'l'AT WE RE B'irmY DOIN HERE 
I



Co@ent I

Local lrnolrl-edge r{as, as allrayst 6ed
in the rField Conlrletionr of the
naps.

.W[,RE 
DOII.S A TIT.LD CHECK COULD YOU GUYS SAVE US $ME TIME AI.ID FIII IN IHE BLANK

SPACES ? 
,

Coment !
Sgt Block laboued long hom to keeP
the Detacheent nobil.e - often agairet
ovemheLaing odds.

IT NEEDS A COAT OF PAINT BUT ]HE E}'IGINL\ S OKAY I 
/l



"\!/E HAVE A LETTER FRO|.A TAPTAIN
qJT FCR A ONE LEGGED MA.I

l,osses of erso@1 equipnent though not
6Teat ijere vuied. e. j. One (1 ) only
slze 9 boot - suslFcted stolen by a
hun€ry d ingo????.

QOCHE OF 4 FIELD SURVEY ASKINo US TO LW /
WEARING A 3ZE NINE 6.P. BOOT./ , /

ASK ME


