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      OUR FRONT  COVER 
 

      A family snap of Frank Cohen enjoying his birthday party in 2009. 
 

 

 
       CORRESPONDENCE 
 

General 
                                                                                             

 
Postal correspondence:  8 Barridale Drive, Kingsley. WA 6026 
                                                                                                                                                           
Email correspondence:  Office Bearers for all kindred RA Svy Corps Associations may 
                                          be accessed via the (home page): www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
Copies of Westlink are provided - in both digital (*.pdf) form and as a hard copy printout, for 
those Members without internet access. At the time of publication, each Issue of Westlink is 
uploaded to www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
In line with Commonwealth Government “Individual Privacy” Legislation, the current 
membership details are available from the WA Association Secretary (H) 08 9409 8292. Email: 
brian.mead@bigpond.com. 
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                 TO THE  EDITOR. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 To: Fred Brown 
Mr. President of Westlink 
 
Thank you on your comment of Chris Dixon’s story in  The West Link Issue No 35 21 st  
December 2010. Even rather elated when I show on in ternet (1 st July 2011). I really felt praised 
by your comment and in the same time make me rememb rance back to the time when we 
drove together from Medan up to Banda Acehin 1974. We stopped on the beach in down 
morning we just enjoyed on the long army Land Rover . 
 
I hope you still have the picture of it.  
If you don’t mind please send me The West Link No 3 5 as a gift after 37 years we long have 
distance of place but all of you still in my deep m ind.  
 
Thank’s and please say hello to all person who knew  me, especially to Mr Vice President Mike 
Venn.  
 
TRIYONO 8th July 2011  
 
Jl. Saturnus Selatan VIII No 9  
Bandung 40286  
Indonesia   
 
 



                       Issue No 36           WESTLINK       18th  December 2011            Page - 5 
 
 
 

                            VALE  
 

     8530042 CPL ASHLEY CRAIG BIRT (RAE) - KIA   
 

 
 

It was with deep regret the Australian 
Defence Force confirmed that Corporal 
Ashley Birt was killed on operations in 
Afghanistan on 29 October 2011. 
 
Corporal Ashley Birt was born in Nambour, 
Queensland in 1989. He enlisted into the 
Australian Regular Army in June 2007 and 
was allocated to the Royal Australian 
Engineers as a Geospatial Technician 
(Topographic Surveyor). 
 
Following his Engineer Initial Employment 
Training and Specialist Technical Geospatial 
Basic course in December 2008, he was 
posted to the 1st Topographical Survey 
Squadron (1 TOPO SVY SQN) as a 
Geospatial Technician. He was promoted to 
Lance Corporal in February 2011 and to 
Corporal in April 2011. 
 
Corporal Birt was part of Combined Team 
Uruzgan and is survived by his parents and 
brother. 
 
 

His colleagues describe him as being a proud and well-liked soldier of the 1 TOPO SVY SQN. 
He maintained a very high level of physical fitness and played hockey at the highest levels. Due 
to his natural leadership style, maturity, hard work ethic and dedication to his specialist trade, he 
was quickly promoted through the ranks. 
 
He was a great mate to his many colleagues and well liked by all. He was a larrikin and someone 
who was always smiling. His mates remember him as a great bloke, a distinguished sportsman 
and an excellent soldier. He will not be forgotten and will always remain a part of the sapper 
family. 
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A military spokesman said Cpl Birt earned major honours and awards, specifically the Australian 
Service Medal, the Australian Service Medal with clasp Solomon Islands II, Australian Active 
service Medal with clasp International Coalition Against Terrorism, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, NATO  Medal with clasp - International Security Assistance Force. 
 
For his efforts on Operation Floods Assist, he was nominated for a soldier's medallion. 
 
During Cpl Birt's service in the Australian Army he deployed on Operation Anode (Solomon 
Islands) from July to September last year, Operation Queensland Flood Assist in January and 
February and Operation Slipper (Afghanistan), on which he served from May until his death. 
 

     Memorial Service for  Cpl Ashley Birt, conducted at Gallipoli Barracks, Brisbane, on 9th November 2011. 
 
    Mr Alex Cairney (President, Queensland RA Survey Corps Association) shown saluting, participating in  
    the wreath laying  Ceremony at the Memorial Service.  
 
 
    Internet link:    http://www.defence.gov.au/vale/cpl_birt/cpl_birt.htm 
 
          
 

http://www.defence.gov.au/vale/cpl_birt/cpl_birt.htm
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                    VALE  
         

           5448   WO2  Benjamin  Frank  Cohen, MSM. 

 
                                                                             Compiled by Brian Mead 

 
 
Frank passed away on Wed 7th Sep 2011 aged 88 years (DOB 20th Sep 1923). His family 
abided by Jewish custom with Prayers held in the Jewish Prayer Hall of KARRAKATTA 
Cemetery on Thurs 8th Sep 2011, followed by the interment in the Jewish Orthodox Lawn 
Section. During Prayers, the Rabbi - Marcus Solomon presented a eulogy of Frank’s life. His 
coffin was covered by the RA Survey Corps Flag following a request from his family. An 
Australian Army slouch hat was positioned at the head of the coffin. 
 

Along with a large gathering of Frank’s family and friends, our 
Association was represented by Noel Clutterbuck, Alison - daughter of 
Eric and Jane Clutterbuck, Phil Bray and Brian Mead. Frank was a 
committed life time Member of our Association/s – 4 Fd Svy Coy Old 
Comrades and RA Svy Corps Association (WA). At various times over 
his 60 year period of Membership he served in the capacity of President 
/ Vice President and was a regular participant on Anzac Day and 
Association functions. Frank was a great story teller and a regular 
contributor to our Westlink Magazine. 
 
During WW2 (WX40667), Frank served with 4 Fd Svy Coy (Coastal   
Mapping Tasks) in WA. In late 1944 he was transferred to 3 Fd Svy 
Coy in North Queensland as a reinforcement for planned overseas 
mapping operations. After VJ Day he continued to serve in the AIF and 
took part in Survey tasks in the Northern Territory and in South 
Australia – Woomera Test Range.  
 

Frank was discharged from the AIF in 1948 with the rank of Sgt. He 
continued his military service by immediately joining the ARA – with 
RA Svy Corps as a Topographical Surveyor. His time in WA included 
control surveys in the South / South West, The Pilbara, The Kimberley 
and in the Central Desert. 
   
On the 3rd Sep 1965, he was discharged with the rank of WO2, 
completing 25 years service (1st Sep 1940 to 3rd Sep 1965). For the 
remainder of his working life, Frank was employed as a Surveyor with  

      WO2 Frank Cohen        Private Survey Companies and with the WA Government Public Works  
       Fremantle 1963           Department. 
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              1946  Daly River Astro Station, NT – Harry Stott at the instrument.  Frank Cohen watching on the right hand side. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1947 Woomera Test Range – Triangulation Survey Detachment.  
 
Standing:  Frank Cohen, Harold Watts, Johnny Showers, Ivan Miller, Lindsay Lockwood, Bill Fitzgerald, George Greenwood,  
                   Wally Relf and Len Beadell.                                     Crouching:  Bill Osborne, Mick Waterland, Max Pickering.  
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             “Line of sight clearing” for Triangulation Survey, at Pardelup, near Mount Barker, circa 1951.  
        Frank Cohen and WO1 Bill   Bocksette -  manning a crosscut saw. 

 
 

 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     Gibson Desert Astro party, July 1961. (L-R): WO1 Snow Simpson, WO2 Frank Cohen and Cpl Rod Keene. 
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Tributes: 
 

• “Sorry to read about Frank. He was a very nice gentleman”. 
 
John Willis – Troop Officer ARES Tp, 5 Fd Svy Sqn.  
 

• “Very sad news ..... I met Frank a number of times when I was posted at Karrakatta 
between 1968-78. He had some great stories to relate and was a delightful bloke.” 
 
Daryl Hockings – Field Operations Officer 5 Fd Svy Sqn. 

  

There was a double celebration at Irwin Barracks, Karrakatta, last week (2
nd

 Sep 1986) when the 

Royal Australian Survey Corps celebrated its 71
st

 Anniversary and 4
th

 Field Survey Company its 45
th

. 

A special guest from Canberra was Brigadier Don Macdonald who was the 4
ths 

Commander from 

1941 to 1942. 

 

“It’s marvellous seeing the men again – a lot I haven’t seen since 1941. We are all getting a bit 

older!” Brigadier Macdonald said. 

 

Reminiscences included the start of the 4
th

 Field Survey Company in the cattle pavilion at Claremont 

Showgrounds, in January 1941. The next year the company was moved to new quarters at 

Karrakatta. During World War II the men were involved in detailed mapping of the WA coast and 

some inland areas in case of Japanese invasion.  
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OBITUARY 

       Benjamin Frank Cohen 
 

                                              Published with the kind permission of Glenda Braude (née Cohen) 

 

 
Frank was born in Perth on 29th November 1923. He was the son of May and Syd Cohen and 
younger brother to the late Auriel Farago. He grew up in First Ave Mt Lawley and spent the 
summer months at the family holiday home in Marine Parade, North Cottesloe. This was where 
he developed his life-long love of the ocean, boating and fishing and all things nautical. 
 

 His other life-long love was our mother Dorothy. The Lenny and 
Cohen families had always been close family friends. Dorothy and 
Frank were born a week apart and had always been part of each 
other’s lives. They were married in November 1948 and moved to 
the Marine Parade beach house. Trina Joy arrived in 1951 followed 
18 months later by Glenda Rose.  Jeffery Charles was born in 1955 
while Frank was in Seymour, Victoria. By then they had outgrown 
the little house and made the big move around the corner to North 
Street, Swanbourne just in time for Gregory Jon’s arrival in 1958. 
Frank remained in this home until he was admitted to hospital a 
few weeks before his death. 
 
 
 Dorothy and Frank Cohen – Wedding Day, 4th Nov 1948.   
 

 

He led an interesting life as he pursued his career for over 25 years and attained the rank of 
Warrant Officer in the Royal Australian Survey Corps. He travelled the length and breadth of 
Australia often going where no white man had been before. He worked in teams that marked out 
the now famous Gun Barrel Highway, Woomera Rocket Range, Roxby Downs, El Questro 
Gorge and Giles Weather Station to name just a few.  
 

Frank was a keen and accomplished sportsman in a variety of 
sports. As a teenager he was a State champion cyclist. He won the 
highly coveted rifle shooting award the Queen’s Prize for three 
years running. The Transportation Rifle Club remained a large part 
of his life for many years,  also enjoyed by his son Jeff. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAMPION SHOT  – Daily News Thurs 6th October 1960. 
 
Warrant Officer Frank Cohen of Claremont puts on the wristlet 
watch he won as the Gratwick Trophy, when he top scored in a 
shoot-off to decide the best rifle shot in Western Command. He will 
go to Williamstown, Victoria to represent WA in the Queen’s Medal 
shoot, to decide the best shot in the Australian Army. 
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After retiring from the Army he worked with different Survey companies. He was involved in 
the Tom Price and Dampier projects including the airstrip, railways and also at Port Hedland. 
When he joined the Government PWD, he was responsible for, as he would say ‘beautifully 
surveyed’ buildings around the Perth. The refurbishment of His Majesty’s Theatre, the Kwinana 
Grain Terminal, Perth Zoo and the Arts Centre were just a few. He was very proud when 
grandson Jeremy followed in his footsteps also studying surveying. 
 

But his main love was sailing. Having won many titles sailing 
with Dorothy on a 16 ft skiff he progressed on to building his 
own 20 foot catamaran. Many a weekend was spent as a family 
on the shores at Nedlands Yacht Club watching Frank racing. 
The rest of the family had been banished from the yacht for not 
moving quick enough but Greg was the only one allowed to stay 
on as crew for many seasons. When he gave up racing Frank 
volunteered with the Fremantle Sea Rescue and still managed to 
spend many hours at sea. But it wasn’t until the age of 64 that he 
achieved his life-long ambition of gaining his degree in Nautical 
Science. 
 

Frank was a very private person who was happiest in the 
company of his lifelong soul mate Dorothy and his children and their partners Graeme, Jacob 
and Gill and their families. Dorothy passed away in 1989 after 40 years of marriage and although 
devastated by her passing Frank carried on like a true trooper. He took on the babysitting of 
grandchildren and his cooking and domestic chores with enthusiasm. There was always a pot of 
his homemade soup when any of the family dropped in for lunch and he was still pickling onions 
until very recently. He would never hear of having a frozen TV dinner but insisted on making his 
own meals every night. 
 

He never lost his love of the land. He and Dorothy had travelled around Australia in caravan and 
campervan for months at a time. After her passing he took off again in the van. This time he 
went alone to relive the memories of their travels together. He ventured overseas with son Jeff 
and these trips were also treasured. The rest of us couldn’t wait for the surprise gifts on their 
return. We could choose a pen from any of the hotels they stayed in or a free tie from the 

airlines. The Grandies got toothbrushes and eye masks. Generous 
to a tee! Of course, if any of us went away we had to bring back 
the obligatory bottle of Johnny Walker ‘snake bite medicine’ or 
else risk being dis-inherited. 
 
He was embarrassingly proud of all his children’s achievements. 
But they paled into insignificance compared to how clever his 
seven grandchildren are. Now he has been blessed with 4 
beautiful great grandchildren.  
 
 
1991 - Frank pictured together with his 7 grandchildren.  
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He won’t be here to see them grow but he leaves a legacy of wonderful memories and his stories 
that will be remembered and shared amongst us all. Frank was always very generous to his 
family and local charities and would always be there to help them out in any way possible – 
mostly with wise words and advice.  
 
Although he couldn’t be described as religious, his values of honesty, integrity and respect for 
one’s fellow man was the philosophy he lived by. The thing that he will be remembered for most 
is probably his keen sense of humour and very dry wit that has provided amusement by all who 
knew him.  He never lost that and was still joking with the grandchildren in hospital during his 
last days. His unique sayings and ‘Frankisms’ are quoted by anyone that has spent any time with 
him. 
 
Although his tough gruff Army manner could scare at times, he had a softness and possessive 
love to all those - dear to him. He never left the house without kissing Mum good bye and again 
on returning home. His word of advice to granddaughter Aimee and Royi at their recent wedding 
was never to go to bed on an argument. It’s a good reminder to us all - to treasure those you hold 
dear.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

                                  

                         
 
To  Survey Corps Association Members. 
 
Your kind words and stories have been a 
great comfort to us. 
 
The Survey Corps was a huge part of 
Dad’s life and the friendships he made 
there were lifelong and greatly valued. 
   
             Trina and Graeme Donald 
          
                 Glenda & Jacob Braude 
 
                         Jeffrey Cohen 
 
                Gregory and Gillian Cohen 
 
                            and families 
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 “A nation's pilgrimage - ANZAC Day 2011”  
 

 

 

        
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We come to this place as pilgrims. 
 
We come in the silence of the night. 
 
And now we gather in the stillness of the dawn. 
 
Quietly. 
 
Reverently. 
 
Treading tenderly on this sacred soil — among those who sleep here still, their 
tombstones silent sentinels of a war long past. 
 

 

But whose sacrifice stands as raw and as real for us, as if it happened yesterday. We come also as 
pilgrims from a distant land. In fact a land further from this place than most other places on God's 
earth.We come here, proudly, as sons and daughters of the new world. Yet a new world that now rests 
respectfully in the embrace of an ancient land, the land of the dreamtime. We come here proudly as sons 
and daughters of the Southern Cross. 
 
We come here, proudly, as Australians. 
 
We are a people for whom our belief in freedom and a fair go is etched deep in our soul. A belief that has 
never been constrained by the limitations of our geography. A belief that the values of freedom and 
fairness are instead common to all human kind. Values that are worth fighting for. And where there is no 
alternative, values that are worth dying for. 

 

           ANZAC Day 2011 speech 
                    Villers-Bretonneux, France.   

 
                                Presented  by  

 

      The Hon Kevin Rudd MP. 
         Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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As those who lie here in Villers-Bretonneux, and the 100 000 like them who lie in foreign fields across the 
world, have demonstrated by their valour over the course of a century. For these are the virtues and the 
values of a strong Australia, proud of its history, confident of its future, resilient in its moral compass, 
expansive in its national imagination, our sleeves rolled up in the discharge of our responsibility to the 
world. 
 
For those who doubt the significance of what happened here in these now beautiful fields of northern 
France, let us for a moment close our eyes, and imagine with our mind's eye what unfolded here at this 
hour, this day, 93 years ago — ANZAC Day, 1918. For we are standing at the Front, separating two 
grand armies - 192 German divisions facing 156 Allied divisions, straddling a line of 800 kilometres from 
the Belgian coast to the Swiss Alps. 
 

Here at Villers-Bretonneux, the river Somme itself lies 
barely two to three kilometres to our north, the region 
that saw so much fighting in 1916. Amiens lies 15 
kilometres to our west, a critical rail head for all 
northern France, the last remaining barrier to reaching 
the Atlantic coast and the ability, therefore, to split the 
British and French armies in two. And to the east, the 
massive Hindenburg line, barely 50 kilometres away. 
Villers-Bretonneux, and the cities, towns and villages of 
Picardy, was therefore no ordinary theatre of war. 
Success or failure here was not just of tactical 
significance. 
 
It was of strategic significance for the future of a war 
that had already been waged for four long years, and 
had already yielded unspeakable carnage. So it was in 
this strategic corner of France that the Australian Army 
Corps — at one time making up nearly one-tenth of the 
entire British Expeditionary Force - found itself 
deployed in the desperate middle months of 1918. 
 

 Australians were not, therefore, simply bit players in the great drama that unfolded here — a drama that 
helped shape the outcome of the war. Together with the British, the French, the Canadians and the New 
Zealanders, we were critical to that outcome. 
 

There were in fact many great battles fought here in 1918. Actions that formed part of the great German 
offensive of March 1918 when Germany sought to push the British Army in to the sea. And where the 
German occupation of Villers-Bretonneux was finally repelled by the 59th Australian Battalion, fighting 
house to house with bayonets fixed throughout the day of the 25th of April, the third anniversary of 
ANZAC.  
 
And later the actions that formed part of the massive Allied counter-offensive of 8 August 1918, 
spearheaded by the Canadian and Australian Army Corps under Monash, launched from Villers-
Bretonneux and nearby Dernancourt, culminating less than two months later in the breaking of the 
Hindenburg line following a 60 kilometres advance. 
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Let us be clear: the Australians, in partnership with our allies, made a critical contribution to the 
collapse of the German Line in October and the armistice that followed less than a month later. General 
Ludendorf, Supreme German Commander, later described this offensive of 8 August as "the black day of 
the German Army in the history of the war" noting specifically in his dispatch the contribution of the 
Australian and Canadian divisions.  
 
Ludendorf's counterpart, Maréchal Foch, Supreme Allied Commander, echoed Ludendorf's analysis. 
Foch wrote, "In the grave hours of 1918, with their British, American and French comrades, the 
Australians barred the enemy rush. They stopped it, they broke it, and at the appointed hour, drove it 
backwards. I am happy to express to Australia the undying memory which we shall cherish of these 
incomparable soldiers." 

 

Georges Clemenceau, 
the French Prime 
Minister, having 
visited the Front 
wrote: "I have come 
here just for the very 
purpose of seeing the 
Australians.  
I am going back 
tomorrow to see my 
countrymen and tell 
them — I have seen 
the Australians,  
I have looked into 
their eyes, I know that 
these men who have 
fought the great battle 
beside us in the cause 
of freedom will fight 
along side us again in 
the cause of freedom." 

 
Awaiting the Commencement of the Dawn Service:  Villers- Bretonneux  ANZAC DAY 2011 
 

From both friend and foe, high praise for these proud sons of Australia. Boys from Grafton, from 
Armidale, from Dubbo, from Maitland, from Newcastle and from Narrabri. But now warriors of Ypres 
and Passchendale; of Messines and Fromelles; of Bullecourt and Dernancourt; and yes, warriors of 
Villers-Bretonneux too. Boys who were sons of the soil, who before the war, had probably never seen 
Sydney. Boys with unpretentious names like Bill and Bert; like Bobby and Doug; like Charlie and Mick, 
boys who were full of life. But boys who were now battle hardened men, who would never be the same 
again, because of what they had done and what they had seen. Boys, now men, and many now heroes, 
whose memorial lies here in the fair fields of France.  
 

The cost of all this, quite literally, almost bled our fledging nation dry. Our population was just under five 
million. Nearly half a million served in uniform. Nearly 350 thousand of these served abroad, at war's 
end nearly 100 thousand of these were in France.  
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Our total casualties, dead and injured, reached 210 thousand of whom 60 thousand lay dead. Our 
casualty rate at 65% was the highest of any nation of the war - and uniquely from an entirely volunteer 
army. For such was the price of freedom. It's price has always been high. And always will. 
 
So today we come as pilgrims from a distant land to honour our own. We come to honour their courage, 
their valour, their sacrifice. We come to honour the values for which they fought — for freedom; for a fair 
go for all, values which we hold to be true for all humankind, not just for some. We come too to honour 
their feats of arms because their courage and skill helped change the course of the war, helped 
bring that war to an end, a war that had turned this continent into the killing fields of the century. 
We come also to honour our allies — the Government of France, the people of France, the people of 
Villers-Bretonneux to whom we have entrusted our fallen sons. 
 
Finally, we come here to honour the families of the fallen — to those of you who make your first 
pilgrimage here, who ask yourselves the question "what would their lives have been like had they lived"; 

to share your pride in the feats of the fallen, to share your sadness in young lives cut short and families 
changed forever.  
 
This year, unusually, ANZAC Day falls on Easter Monday. Yesterday, Easter Sunday, I attended church 
in Amiens to celebrate the resurrection, the core belief of the Christian faith. There I came across the 
words of the Bishop of Amiens more than 90 years ago. On 4 November, 1918, the Bishop of Amiens said 
of the Australians, "During the painful days of invasion, you made a rampart of your breasts, behind 
which you shielded and saved the last shred of our land… Gentlemen, your dead were great men, and 
among the most illustrious because they obeyed the highest inspiration." 
 
These were truly great men. Their highest inspiration was to give themselves utterly and completely for 
the sake of others. We are proud to call them Australians. We are also proud to be called Australians — 
to share a nation's legacy with men such as these. For today, we walk among giants. 
 

Lest we forget. 
 
 

 

 
 
     “Pilgrims from WA” 
 
          The Bowen  Family 
 

 
 L-R:  Son Travis Bowen, nephew   
           Scott Kelly, daughter Rebecca,  
           Peter Bowen and  nephew's  
           partner - Isla. 
 
  
   Photographer was Beverley Bowen. 
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GROVE OF THE 
UNFORGOTTEN 

     A SPECIAL PLACE – ARALUEN, WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
 

 
    By Bob Skitch 

 
 
 
I first visited Araluen at a very early age, how old, maybe nine or ten and how did I get 
there I can’t recall. Some years later Araluen became one of my favourite places and I 
could reach it in about an hour on my bicycle. It was a mystical place and one could feel 
totally renewed and uplifted simply by visiting it. So what is Araluen and how did it 
happen. I have had to do a little internet research to know its story because my own 
knowledge of it had become a little misty with the passing of years. 
 

 
 

 
Araluen started in 1929 as a holiday camp for the Young 
Australia League (YAL) and it is appropriate to say a few 
words first of all about that unusual organisation. From 
1905 to 1914 Mr J.J. Simons was secretary of the 
Western Australian Football League and he believed that 
the encroachment of soccer, rugby and other ‘non-
Australian’ sports was threatening the game of Australian 
Rules football. 
 
Mr Simons and others formed the Young Australia 
Football League to promote the game amongst young 
people. The League organised intra and interstate tours 
promoting the Australian Rules football code as part of a 
broader agenda to encourage nationalism and patriotic 
values. 

 
ARALUEN – quiet streams 
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Young Australia League building in Murray Street, 
Perth. 

 Soon after, the YAFL changed its name to Young Australia League and diversified to 
include literature, debating, band music and theatrical performances in addition to other 
outdoor activities such as hiking and camping. The league aimed to be the largest boys 
club in the British Empire and branches were established in the other States. Many 
members served in the Great War of 1914-18 with 88 young members losing their lives 
on the battlefield of northern Europe. 
 
In 1929 Mr Simons established a holiday park for the YAL in a deeply shaded valley in 
the foothills of the Darling Range. Creeks running through the valley created a cool 
moist climate and here Mr Simons was to establish his dream garden. He called the 
valley Araluen, an Eastern States Aboriginal word meaning ‘singing waters’. 
 
League members and volunteers created pathways, steps and terraces. Structures 
such as shade houses and bridges were designed by a leading Perth architect. 
Varieties of flowers including tulips were planted on the many terraces to supplement 
the wild flowers which were in any case abundant. The Grove of the Unforgotten, built in 
memory of the 88 YAL boys who lost their lives in the war has on its centre line a 
waterfall cascading down the terraces to finish in a limpid reflective pool at the bottom. 
The grove is flanked by pencil pines planted in the shape of a lyre, the symbol of music. 
 

Mr Simons died in 1949 but the YAL 
continued after his death to this day. 
The Eastern States branches didn’t 
survive but it lives on in Western 
Australia, its state of origin. I seem to 
recall that it became tainted in the East 
with the suggestion of communist 
infiltration and perhaps that is the 
reason those branches closed. After 
the Second World War, Araluen fell 
into some disrepair although its main 
features remained intact. 
 
For a short while in the late 1940s I 
was a member of the YAL and for a 

year or so at my mother’s insistence I visited its impressive building in Murray Street 
each Saturday morning for fitness training. I must confess I didn’t keep that up for long 
to Mum’s disappointment. 
 
My own memory of Araluen remains as a place of contemplation and reflection. On 
those bicycle visits in the early 1950s I would wander the gardens and finally slip into 
the pool at the bottom of the grove to emerge totally refreshed, dress and cycle back to 
my home. 
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Tulips in the garden 

In 1985 due to changing circumstances the YAL sold Araluen. Fearing the loss of this 
place of great beauty and historical significance and with strong community support the 
60 hectare property was bought by the State Government who set up the Araluen 
Botanic Park Foundation and since then a programme of restoration is taking place.  
 

Wikipedia tells me that much has been 
achieved in this time, particularly in the 
restoration of heritage structures, gardens, 
paths, steps and terraces as well as the 
completion of capital works programs such as 
the new passive green central lawn ‘heart’, the 
spectacularly attractive watercourse and extra 
public facilities including a restaurant and gift 
shop. It goes on to say that with continuing 

support from the community Araluen is fast becoming a Botanic Garden of Excellence. 
 
The Araluen website indicates a considerable degree of commercialism and one can 
only hope that the original purpose of Araluen and the vision of Simons are not lost. 
I note the continuing encroachment of suburbia into the foothills of the Darling Range 
and I fear that Araluen may become lost in a sea of tiled roofs. I trust that the Araluen 
Foundation will continue to have the support of the community in preventing this from 
happening. 
 
I look forward to visiting Araluen again one day to renew what to me are precious 
childhood and teenage memories. 
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          NON RECOGNITION  
                  WW2 Unit - 4 Field Survey Company, AIF. 

 

                                                                                                by  

                                                                                                  Brian Mead 

 

On 9 July 2007, a plaque was unveiled at the Australian War Memorial (AWM) by HIS 
EXCELLENCY MAJOR GENERAL MICHAEL JEFFERY AC CVO MC THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA – Commemorating the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps Units that served in War.  

              AWM Plaque - Commemorating the Royal Australian Survey Corps Units that served in War.  
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Two former RA Survey Corps Officers were both closely involved with the necessary lobbying, 
liaison and planning with the AWM. They were 
 

• Lt Col Clem Sargent - President of the Canberra Survey Corps Association and  
• Lt Col John Bullen – The Plaque & Ceremony Project Director. 

 

 

A large gathering of former RA Survey Corps Members were present at the ceremony with the 
occasion filmed / recorded for posterity as a DVD file. Extensive coverage was given to this 
event in Westlink No 29 - Nov 2007 and copies of the DVD distributed to our WA Association 
Members. The overwhelming response / feedback from our Members were one of pride together 
with emotional nostalgia. 
 

 
From a West Australian point of view:  – “Why was 4 Field Survey Company not included on 
the Memorial Plaque, together with the other Survey Corps WW2 Units”?  During 2007, verbal 
explanations were received from John Bullen and Charlie Watson (Canberra Survey Corps 
Association) in terms of Unit War Service eligibility criteria as recognised by the AWM.   
 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 
The Recognition issue has remained dormant until an email (dated 5th Oct 2011) was received 
from former RA Survey Corps Officer - Lt Col Bob Skitch, Editor Bulletin Magazine, Qld RA 
Svy Corps Association. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

I referred Bob’s query to John Bullen and he has kindly provided the following response / 
explanation (dated 9th Oct 2011). 
  

Subject: 4 Coy 
 
Brian: I happened to pull up a photo of the RA Svy plaque installed at 
the AWM in Canberra and I noticed that 4 Coy doesn’t appear on the 
plaque. Why not – was there a reason for that? ....Bob  
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               Response from John Bullen – The Plaque & Ceremony Project Director: 
  

 
“I was sorry to learn of disappointment at 4 Fd Svy Coy not being included on the Svy  Corps 
plaque at the AWM. 4 Coy did not qualify under the AWM’s rules for inclusion on such a 
plaque. In essence, a unit had to have served in an officially recognised theatre of war. 
 
Two Svy Corps units which did not serve overseas were presented to the AWM for consideration 
as special cases for inclusion. These were 7 Fd Svy Sec (in NT) and LHQ Carto Coy (in Vic). 
 

• 7 Fd Svy Sec was based in NT 1941-1943 and was in Darwin at the time of the 
major raid, thus serving in an officially recognised theatre of war. 
 

• Although LHQ Cartographic Company was at Bendigo for almost the whole war, 
this unit’s contribution to the war effort was so remarkable that its inclusion as a 
special case was strongly sought. The case was based on it being the key unit to 
which all the field companies overseas sent their field compilations for LHQ 
Carto Coy to do the draughting and printing of all their maps. Between 1942 and 
1945, LHQ Carto Coy printed 75 million impressions in the course of printing some 
15 million maps. LHQ Carto Coy’s tremendous importance to the war effort was the very 
reason it was moved from Melbourne (too close to the front line!) to Bendigo in 1942. 

Both units were readily accepted by the AWM for the Svy Corps plaque. 
 
No case was submitted for 4 Coy which was seen as being in a category similar to many other Australian 
Army units which may have experienced minor enemy action though not in an officially recognised 
theatre of war. 
 
Before the AWM’s final decision was made on the Svy Corps plaque, the AWM’s History Section 
examined all Svy Corps WW2 war diaries closely. So too did I and I discussed everything in full detail 
with Clem Sargent who was in good health at the time. My study of the war diaries was done 
independently – indeed the AWM would not allow outsiders to have direct contact with their History 
Section. 
 
Clem and I considered the final AWM decision to be sound. 
 
The AWM holds ultimate responsibility for selection of unit titles on the Svy Corps plaque but 
unofficially Clem and I share that responsibility, having concurred in that decision. 
 
Sorry if anyone feels aggrieved, but this is one of those situations where the line had to be drawn 
somewhere and 4 Coy’s case was not strong enough to warrant being presented. 
 
Hope this explanation helps.” 
Cheers, 
John 
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                            4 Fd Svy Coy Family Christmas Party - December 1944, at Guildford..  
 
 
 
Primary Technical Reference:          WW2 Time Line – 4 Fd Svy Coy, AIF. 

 

Westlink Issue No 4, 1992, page/s (9 – 12).  A HISTORY OF WESTERN COMMAND FIELD SURVEY 
CORPS,, Chapter 3. The Second World War, compiled by Major Pat Wood. BEM (Mil)  
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                                                       WW2 Time Line – 4 Fd Svy Coy, AIF 

 

1939 – Initial Survey Corps Unit formed as an RAE Militia Unit as part of War Establishment. 

 

• Tasked with emergency mapping program for Western Australia, that extended from Albany to 
Geraldton. The mapping scale for this program of coastal strip mapping was set at 4 Mile to 1 
Inch (1:253,440) – a distance of 100 miles inland from the coastline. Existing source data from 
State agencies was to be utilised. 

1940 – In September 1940, the expansion of the Survey Corps was approved to included local State   

             Militia Units. 

 

• 4 Fd Svy Coy was to be raised in Western Australia to take on the urgent production of 1 Mile 

to 1 Inch (1:63,360), as part of an expanded emergency mapping program. New recruits were 

to receive basic regimental and technical training by Survey Corps PMF cadre staff. 

 

1941 – On 16
th

 January 1941, 4 Fd Svy Coy was formed at Claremont Showgrounds in Perth. In April,  

             the Coy moved into specifically built accommodation at  Karrakatta  Camp. The Coy’s mapping  

             program was as follows: 

 

• Revise existing 1 Mile to 1 Inch maps in vicinity of Perth. 

• Extend the 1 Mile to 1 Inch mapping South along the coast to Bunbury, then to Busselton and 

eventually to Albany. 

• Extend the 1 Mile to 1 Inch mapping North along the coastal road to provide mapping control. 

 

1942 – With the entry of Japan into the War, priority mapping became 1 Mile to 1 Inch coverage of 

              Port Hedland and the coastal area up to Geraldton. In April 1942, all Army units in Western  

              Australia came under the control of the 3
rd

 Australian Corps, commanded by Lieutenant  

              General H.G. Bennett. Additional tasks completed: 

 

• Mapping of the railway line from Norseman to Esperance and vicinity. 

• Geodetic Triangulation chain from Perth to Mingenew / extension to Murgo. 

 

1943 – Survey field work undertaken / completed: 

 

• Gascoyne Junction baseline measured / La Place observations made. 

• Cape Bouvard - Cape Naturaliste triangulation chain observed. 

• Map Control in the Exmouth – Onslow area. Members experienced Japanese air raids during 

period 21 May 1943 - 16 September 1943. 

• Members of 4 Fd Svy Coy were deployed to No 4 Mobile Drawing Section to do spot work in 

the Murchison and outlying desert areas. Spot work was to map every water hole, creek and 

river – geographical positions to be fixed by astronomic observations. 

 

1944 – Tasks completed were: 

 

• Third Order and Chain Traverse – Broome – Derby Area for map control. 

               Additional astronomical fixes for Broome 4 Miles to 1 Inch Map Control. 

 

1945 – Unit Disbandment following the passing of the Japanese Invasion threat to Western Australia. 

             Some Members transferred to 3 Fd Svy Coy, based in North Queensland.  
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Perth ANZAC DAY 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

Association Members marching south along Barrack Street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turning Right into The Esplanade. 
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L-R:     Patrice Hymus, Fred Brown, Brendon Jagoe-Banks, Cadet Kaydn Mills, Mike Venn, Clive Craddon,   
              Phil Bray, Chris Dixon, Bob McKenna, Brian Firns, Brian Mead, Cadet Callum Scott, Leon Griffiths. 
 

 

Perfect weather and streets lined with families and children greeted the participants 
in the RSL Perth March for 2011. Post march our Members “retired” to Karrakatta 
for the AGM and lunch / refreshments at 13 Fd Sqn RAE. As part of the AGM, 
Association Office Bearers from the previous year were returned again unopposed. 
Earlier in the day, some Members attended the Dawn Service - either at Kings Park 
or 13 Fd Sqn, Karrakatta. 
 
Former RA Svy Corps Officer – Brendan Jagoe-Banks, who lives in Dunsborough, 
marched with our group. Brendan’s wife and youngest daughter also participated 
in the march – his wife in honour of her father’s Navy Service in WW2 and his 
daughter as a member of the RAN Band. Post Anzac Day, Brendan provided a 
short video coverage of our Association’s participation in this year’s March that 
has been passed onto our Members. Brendan has been added to our group email 
network. 
 

“Hope to see you all again next year” ........ Brian Mead. 
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Luncheon Buffet  2011 
 
The Victoria League Club at Shenton Park was again the venue for the Annual Re-Union 
Function – that was held on Sunday 26th June 2011. Members / Partners enjoyed pre-dinner 
drinks prior to the commencement of the Buffet Luncheon. 
 

After the buffet, President Fred Brown spoke to the 
gathering. He thanked everyone for their attendance and 
acknowledged the presence of Olive Taylor and Yvonne 
Cocker – after a few years absence. Mike Venn and 
Brian Mead were congratulated on their efforts for 
organising the function. 
  
Fred continued his address by saying how saddened he 
was, to have been informed last week of the tragic loss to 
Frank and Kate Lenane’s family – the loss of their 
grandson Alex to SIDS. A request had been received 
from Frank, asking Members for their financial support 
of the SIDS research fund. Fred stated that prior to 
today’s Luncheon Buffet, he had called for an extra-
ordinary Committee Meeting to propose a motion that a 
donation of $200 be made to SIDS by our WA 
Association – the motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Noel Clutterbuck Esq. 
 

The other aspect mentioned by Fred, covered the on-going issue of the indexing of DFRDB / TPI 
pensions for veterans / retired Serviceman. The latest “Failed Bill” in the Senate stated that 
veterans aged 55 and older would have had their payments indexed in the same way as aged and 
service pensions, higher than the consumer price index (CPI), male total average weekly 
earnings or the pensioner beneficiary living cost index. Fred concluded that the indexing issue 
was being pursued continuously by various concerned Service Associations. 
 
A few weeks after the 2011 Luncheon, the following response was received from Frank Lenane:   

 

 

 

 

 

Kate and Frank Lenane and their families would like to thank our military family for the 
condolences, best wishes and contributions to the SIDS Foundation on the tragic loss of our 
grandson Alex.  
 
After the mourning process, life for his parents and ourselves has returned to some form of 
normality but memories of Alex still remain a daily event. 
 
Thanks again for everything and your support has been invaluable. 
Kate and Frank Lenane.   Sunday 21st  August 2011 
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Foreground L-R:   Yvonne Cocker, Olive Taylor and Nanette Clutterbuck.   
   Background L-R:   Peter Bowen, Beverley Bowen, Dianne Webb, Annette Venn (obscured). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jo Mazzarol, daughter Joanne and Betty Mazzarol 
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    L-R: Alex Cook, Lori Cook, Brian Firns and Clive Craddon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      L-R: Peter Bowen, Beverley Bowen, Dianne Webb, Annette Venn, Cliff Webb (Standing), and Mike Venn. 
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Thanks Harry 
 

                                                                                           by 
  

          Chris Dixon. 

 
 
As far as I know we are the only nation in the entire world that celebrates a military defeat. 
And we don’t just celebrate it; we are utterly passionate about it. 
We declare it a national public holiday. 
We have parades and marches throughout Australia. 
 
We show our respect for the leader of the forces that inflicted that defeat by having a 
monument to him in our nation’s capital.  Mustafa Kemal Atatürk . 
And although a defeat it was, it was a defeat with such honour. 

Anzac. 
 
The very word conjures up images of heroism and sacrifice and mateship and makes us proud 
of our own Australianess and of what our ancestors achieved on that far off shore all those 
years ago, even though in the end they didn’t achieve what they set out to do. 

Anzac. 
 
Back in 1915 I had a relative there. 
He’s still there somewhere today so when Linda and I decided that our 2011 holiday was 
going to include bits and pieces of nearby Greece and the Greek Islands there was no 
possibility that we wouldn’t also include Gallipoli. 
 
And so we did. 
 
Unfortunately due to time constraints we had only a few hours there. We roared through like a 
Beachy Bill shell and then rushed off to our next destination, but there was time enough to 
pay our respects to the original Anzacs and to give our cameras a serious workout. 
 
Here are just a few of the many photos that we took. 
 
This is what those famous Anzac battlefields look like today. 

 
 



                       Issue No 36           WESTLINK       18th  December 2011            Page - 32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



                       Issue No 36           WESTLINK       18th  December 2011            Page - 33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



                       Issue No 36           WESTLINK       18th  December 2011            Page - 34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Inscription reads: 
 
                     “THOSE HEROES THAT SHED THEIR BLOOD 
 
                                        AND LOST THEIR LIVES... 
 
YOU ARE NOW LYING IN THE SOIL OF A FRIENDLY COUNTRY . 
 
                                    THEREFORE REST IN PEACE. 
 
             THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE JOHNNIES 
 
      AND THE MEHMETS TO US WHERE THEY LIE SIDE BY SIDE 
 
                             HERE IN THIS COUNTRY OF OURS... 
 
                                             YOU THE MOTHERS, 
 
           WHO SENT THEIR SONS FROM FAR AWAY COUNTRIES 
 
                                       WIPE AWAY YOUR TEARS; 
 
                      YOUR SONS ARE NOW LYING IN OUR BOSSOM 
 
                                            AND ARE IN PEACE. 
 
AFTER HAVING LOST THEIR LIVES ON THIS LAND THEY HAV E 
 
                                    BECOME OUR SONS AS WELL.” 
 
                                                                                              ATATURK  1934 
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Who was Mustafa Kemal Atatürk?  
 
You only have to be in Turkey five minutes before you start hearing about Atatürk . After almost 
100 years he is still spoken of with reverence by Turkish people. To understand why you just 
need to Google his name then be prepared to dig yourself out from under an avalanche of 
countless web pages dedicated to him. As a starting point here is the briefest of summaries of his 
life and the era into which he was born. 
 
At its zenith the Ottoman Empire stretched into Europe as far as Hungary but by the start of the 
19th century it was in serious decline. A long series of military defeats and consequential losses 
of territory followed. Even the war they won cost them the loss of Crete. At this time the empire 
was known throughout Europe as The Sick Old Man of Europe. 
 

 
 
  

 
Atatürk was born Mustafa Kemal at Salonika (now Thessalonika, Greece). After 
graduating from the military academy in Constantinople (Istanbul), Kemal 
pursued his military career with the Turkish Army in Syria. A member of the 
Young Turk revolutionary movement, which deposed the Sultan in 1909, he took 
part in the war of 1911–1912 against Italy in Libya. During the Second Balkan 
War in 1913 he became the chief of staff of the army in the Gallipoli Peninsula, 
until posted as military attaché at the Turkish embassy in Sofia, Bulgaria. 
 
Kemal returned to Gallipoli in 1915 as commander of the 19th Division, the 
main reserve of the Turkish Fifth Army, and was thus on hand to oppose the 
ANZAC landing in April. His superb grasp of strategy and ability to inspire his 
troops by his reckless bravery in action boosted Turkish morale and proved 
decisive in thwarting allied plans. Given command of all Turkish forces fighting 
in the Anafarta sector from Chunuk Bair to Suvla Bay, he was granted the title 
of Pasha after the August battles there. After commanding in the Caucasus, 
Kemal was at the head of Seventh Army in Palestine during the final allied 
offensive, which defeated Turkey in 1918. 
 
 (AWM Website at http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/ataturk.asp ) 
 

http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/ataturk.asp
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Post WW1 timeline 

1918 - Victorious Allies carve up the Turkish Empire amongst themselves. 
 
1919 - Kemal calls for a national resistance against the occupying powers. 
 
1921 - Appointed Commander in Chief of the entire Turkish forces. 
 

1923 - Occupying forces leave Turkey. Kemal 
appointed first President and commences to 
introduce reforms to modernise Turkey. 
 
1924 - Sharia Law abolished. Religious schools 
closed. 
 
1925 - Education to primary level is made 
compulsory. Turks encouraged to abandon 
traditional clothing for western styles. Western 
calendar is adopted. 
 
1926 - European style legal system introduced. 
Polygamy and Divorce by Renunciation ended and 
civil marriage allowed. 
 
1928 - A new Turkish alphabet based on Latin 
replaces Arabic script. Western numeric system 
introduced. Turkey declared a secular state without 
an official religion. 
 
1931 - Metric system adopted. 
 
1932 - Turkey accepted for membership of the 
League of Nations. 
 
Mustafa Kemal: Atatürk  Father of Turkey.  

 
1934 - Women granted equal status with rights to vote and to hold office. 
 
1938 - Ataturk dies. 
. 
During his lifetime he adopted 8 children, seven of whom were girls - reflecting his wish to 
elevate the status of women in Turkey. 
 
 


