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  OUR FRONT  COVER 
 

 
Clive Craddon, Daryl Scott and John Craddon feature on the Front Cover of this Issue. Already 
in his 90th year, John Craddon has declared that Anzac Day 2010 - might well be the last time of 
his participation in the Perth March. Family friend Daryl Scott is wearing the WW1 Service 
Medals of his grandfather and those of his uncle’s WW2 Service. 
 
WX14116 Gunner John Hartley Craddon served overseas in the Middle East with the WW2 
Unit: 2/4 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, RAA. He also served in New Guinea as a reinforcement 
to the 2/7 Field Artillery Regiment, RAA.  
 
 
 

   CORRESPONDENCE 
 

General 
                                                                                             

 
Postal correspondence:  8 Barridale Drive, Kingsley. WA 6026 
                                                                                                                                                           
Email correspondence:  Office Bearers for all kindred RA Svy Corps Associations may 
                                          be accessed via the (home page): www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
Copies of Westlink are provided - in both digital (*.pdf) form and as a hard copy printout, for 
those Members without internet access. At the time of publication, each Issue of Westlink is 
uploaded to www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
In line with Commonwealth Government “Individual Privacy” Legislation, the current 
membership details are available from the WA Association Secretary (H) 08 9409 8292. Email: 
brian.mead@bigpond.com. 
 
                                                                                                                                    

 
WEBSITE: EX- FORTUNA SURVEY ASSOCIATION  
 
The formal launch of the Ex-Fortuna Website took place on the occasion of the 95th Anniversary 
Dinner – Saturday 3rd July 2010, at Bendigo, Victoria. 
  
Web Address: www.exfortunasvy .org .au 



                       Issue No 34           WESTLINK         28th July 2010            Page - 4 
 
 
 

                          TO THE  EDITOR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Hi Brian. 
 
A quick note of thanks, from Mum, my sister Pam and myself, for the copies of "WestLink" - that we 
received the day before yesterday.  We as a family are so grateful to you and all the editorial staff for 
highlighting Dad’s passing and his background as you have done. Words cannot and never will, 
adequately express our gratitude.  
 
I have a member of the family (Dads Niece), who would like a copy for herself and her family.  
If it is not too much to ask, would it be possible to have two (2) more copies posted to us?  
I did suggest to my cousin that I could email the magazine to her, but alas, she is not on the internet.  
Again, from us all - a big thank you.  
 
To you and all your family and the members of the Survey crew, we wish you the merriest of 
Christmas's and every best for a wonderful 2010. 
 
Yours with respect, 
Brian BATH.  
21st December 2009 
 

 
Dear Brian. 
 
Just a brief note to thank you for keeping me informed as to the activities of the Survey 
Association. I do appreciate it. Unfortunately my health does not make it easy for me to 
socialise but I do like to know the “goings on”. I “bump” into Jo Mazzarol now and then and 
he keeps me up to date. The Magazine that you forward me is great. 
 
My thanks again, Brian – and please forward my best wishes to all Eric’s friends. 
 
Jane Clutterbuck. 
4th June 2010. 
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       ANZAC DAY 2010 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Rear:       Bob McKenna, Tony Longstaff, Sean Venn, Darren Venn, Brian Firns 
                           Centre:      Cadet Janina Curran, Mike Venn, Leon Griffiths, Peter Bowen,  
                                             Fred Brown, Chris Dixon, Cadet Carlin Monteiro. 
                           Kneeling:  Clive Craddon, Brian Mead, Frank Lenane and Gus Bottrill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              L-R:  Kelly Seal, Sarah Dixon, Chris Dixon.  
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  VALE – Anne Eddy. 
 

Anne and Peter Eddy – April 1987. 

 
Anne Eddy passed away peacefully during the morning of Monday 21st June 2010 after a 
difficult battle with cancer.  Her funeral service was held at Karrakatta Cemetery, a week 
later, on Monday afternoon – 28th June.  Anne is survived by her husband Peter, her 
daughters Kim and Lisa and her son David and his wife Jen.    

 
There was a large attendance, in excess of 200 mourners, at the Karrakatta Norfolk Chapel. 
During the cremation service, there were many personal anecdotes mentioned about Anne’s 
life, namely by her sister, her daughter and best friend / business partner. On display, near 
Anne’s coffin, was a framed portrait of Anne with friends, plus images of Anne trekking in 
Nepal six years earlier.  
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Our Association was represented by Leon Griffiths, Peter Bowen and Brian Mead. Some of 
the mourners present, in offering their condolences to Peter Eddy, were from his fellow 
legatees at Perth Legacy and his friends and past colleagues from Geographic Services 
Landgate, Midland. 
 
 
Tributes: 
 

• “Anne was a vibrant, vivacious lady who lived life to the full”. 
 
   President and Members - RA Svy Corps Association (W A). 
 

• “Anne was a remarkable and courageous lady. She refused to let the cancer beat 
 her .... but finally it did”. 
 
  Bob Skitch - RA Svy Corps Association (QLD).  

 
• “Anne was a staunch Member and supporter of the Subiaco Business Association. 

 Her business was called “Ann Withan E” – a furniture restoration business in 
 Carrington Street, Nedlands.  Anne will be remembered for her zany and quirky 
 personality”. 
 
 President and Members – Subiaco Business Associatio n. 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                           
           
 
 

 
 
 
 

•  
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Extract from “MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA”: A History of the ARMY SURVEY REGIMENT by Valerie Lovejoy. 
  

 
    Anne Eddy - The CO’s wife. 

 
Traditionally, the CO’s wife was an influential person at Army Survey Regiment, giving 
support to other army wives, entertaining many visitors, accompanying her husband on 
official occasions, even advising on interior decoration. Showing her independence by 
challenging her husband’s authority was not even thought of. In 1982, Lieutenant Colonel 
Peter Eddy, the new CO, faced just such a challenge from his free-thinking wife, Anne. At 
the back of Fortuna an old fig tree, reputed to be a Moreton Bay Fig, was creating 
problems – leaf litter. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Eddy decided to have the tree removed, but he had not bargained 
on the resistance movement led by his wife. On the day that the tree felling was to take 
place, Anne Eddy tied herself to the tree in protest at the loss of such a fine piece of history! 
Such a challenge to the authority of a military man could obviously not be tolerated and the 
tree was quietly cut down at the weekend when the furore had died down. What happened 
in the Eddy household afterwards ..............................  
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     Land ownership book includes Spatial expertise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The role of property and land title in access to communally-held land and resources is the subject 
of a new book, edited by Professor Lee Godden and Associate Professor Maureen Tehan from 
Melbourne Law School. The National Native Title Tribunal’s Geospatial Services Manager Peter 
Bowen (inaugural WA Association Member) is one of 15 experts who contributed chapters to 
the book, Comparative Perspectives on Communal Lands and Individual Ownership: Sustainable 
Futures. 

Peter’s chapter is about spatial technologies, mapping 
and native title. Federal Court judge Justice Tony 
North launched the book at Melbourne Law School’s 
Centre for Resources, Energy and Environmental 
Law on 20 April. 

According to the publisher, Routledge, the book 
makes an important contribution to debates about 
common land and resource governance. The 
publisher describes the book as a collection of 
national and international case studies which assess 
the effectiveness of property law and tenure models, 
developed around the concepts of individual 
ownership, for achieving long-term environmental 
and economic sustainability for indigenous people 
and local communities. 

The case studies look at progress around the world, 
providing an opportunity to compare the situation in 
Australia, North America, Africa, Peru, New Zealand 
and the Pacific region.  

Internet Reference: http://www.nntt.gov.au/News-and-Communications/Newsletters/Talking-Native-

Title/Pages/PeterBowenbookchapter.aspx 

Abstract: 
 
News of the launch of the Land ownership book (20/04/2010) has been 
included as a matter of interest for the readers of Westlink. Our WA 
Association Member - Peter Bowen, the National Native Title Tribunal's 
Geospatial Services Manager, has contributed a chapter covering spatial 
technologies, mapping and native title, to this new book.  
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The book was developed after a land tenure workshop convened by Professor Godden and 
Associate Professor Tehan. Contributors are from Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South 
Africa, are mainly lawyers and academics and include essays from Marcia Langton and the 
Australian Human Rights Commission’s former Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma. 

South African Constitutional Court judge Justice Albie Sachs wrote the preface to the book. 
Peter Bowen’s chapter ‘Spatial technologies, mapping and the native title process’ is in the 
book’s ‘Issues for communal lands and resources in Australia’ section. “This book examines a 
range of issues that may be relevant to discussion about native title, including indigenous land 
rights and use of communal lands,” Mr Bowen said. 

“The focus of the book is how property law and access to land relates to economic sustainability 
for indigenous people and local communities. “People involved in the native title process may 
gain from the book’s discussion about some of the more complex issues related to land, with 
experts from around the world contributing chapters about their experiences. “I explain the 
significance of geospatial information in the native title process and how it is applied to assist 
stakeholders achieve timely and effective outcomes.” 

Associate Professor Maureen Tehan (left), Justice Tony North, Tribunal Geospatial Services Manager 
Peter Bowen and Professor Lee Godden at the book launch at Melbourne Law School. 
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  Stable Belt 
 
 
        By Brian Mead. 
 

 
 
      

Royal Australian Survey Corps – Stable Belt, fitted with the (37/58/95 pattern) Web Belt clasp. 
 
 
 
Our dormant interest in the Royal Australian Survey Corps (RASVY Corps) - Stable Belt, was 

resurrected by an email received by Fred Brown (Sun, 9 May 2010) – from Major Alan Woolley, 

a Serving Member of the Canadian Defence Force. Major Woolley utilized the 

pres.wa@rasurvey.org email address from the RASURVEY.ORG Website.  
 

 

Major Woolley introduced himself by saying: 
 
“I am an officer in the Canadian Army and a collector of stable belts. I am trying to get some 
information on the belt worn by the Royal Australian Survey Corps. Could you please give me a 
general description of the belt and its colours?” 
 
Fred Brown responded with following information: 
 
“The belt had 3 equal width horizontal bands; the central one being white and the outer 2 being 
purple (most probably 'purple 180', the Survey Corps' colour).” 
 
 

Major Woolley replied: 

 
“Thanks for the information. I've been collecting stable belts for some time and my collection is 
now over 800. Like Australia, Canada wore the belts only for a short time. For us they 
disappeared when they unified the services.” 
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Having been a “CC” recipient of the sequence of emails, I decided to offer my own Stable Belt 

to Major Woolley as part of his collection – the only problem being where to find it !!! A few 

weeks later, I located the belt, “snapped an image” and having advised Major Woolley, I 

received the following response:  
 

Brian, 
 
“Thanks very much. I really appreciate being able to add the belt to my collection. I'm currently 
in Kenya delivering training to African Union officers (my cover for actually collecting all the 
African stable belts I can!) but I'll be home in about a week. I'll be adding a photo of your belt to 
Mick Chisnall's stable belt site at www.stablebelts.co.uk in the Australia section within the 
month so it will be enshrined there for posterity.” 
 

Cheers, 
Alan 
 
 
 

Historical Reference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STABLE BELT.  Reference http:// australianartilleryassociation.com/Customs and Traditions. 

 
Stable Dress in the British Army was worn by both the Cavalry and the Royal 
Artillery for stable duties. It was a simplified working dress with a cap and a 

loose fitting jacket (usually made out of coarse material such as canvas). The 
Stable Belt was introduced as a practical item to keep up the trousers, and 
buckles were worn over the left hip so as not to scratch and annoy horses whilst 
being groomed. 

 
In time the belt was adopted by other corps’ and developed into coloured stripes 

with regimental and corps patterns. It is thought that perhaps that the coloured 
girdles worn (by the Cavalry - around the waist and above the sword belt) 

before the Great War may have been the inspiration for the design. The belts 
became very popular in the British Army during the 1950’s, as a colourful item 

of dress on what was a very drab uniform.  
 
The belt was adopted by the Australian Army in the late 1970’s and, contrary to 

popular belief) they weren’t very popular, for a number of reasons. The belts 
went out of service in the Australian Army at the end of 1995 and no, the head 
of corps / regiment are not in a position to re-introduce them. It would be up to 
the Chief of the Army on a recommendation from the Dress Committee and this 

is not going to happen.   
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As stated in the adjacent historical reference (from the Australian Artillery Association), the 

RASVY Corps - Stable Belt was introduced in the late 1970’s, in accordance with the belt being 

adopted by the Australian Army.  It follows - that the notions of “esprit de corps” and “corps 

identity” were the basis for the belt’s introduction. 

 

Colonel NRJ Hillier was Director / Head of the RASVY Corps during this time. Colonel Hillier and 

his staff undertook the task of the concept and design of the belt, and the liaison and 

negotiation with the manufacturers in the United Kingdom (UK). The belt was to be an optional 

item of dress for RASVY Corps Members and orders for purchase were obtained via each Corps 

Unit. 

 

The stable belt was purchased by a significant number of Corps Members, through out 

Australia. However, the wearing of the belt on a daily basis did not become common place. 

During my time at Army Survey Regiment in Bendigo, I can recall some individuals wearing the 

belt in winter – together with the “Howard Green” style pullover plus winter dress trousers and 

with the summer dress polyester uniform.  

 

Common criticisms of the stable belt were as follows: 

 

• Disappointment with the quality of the manufacture, particularly with the web belt 

clasp. 

 

• Whether a leather strap clasp over the left hip, would not have been more practical - in 

the day to day wearing of the belt.  A typical example being that of a draughtsman - 

working at a light table.  

  

• Preference for a GS type buckle that included the RASVY Corps Badge. 

 

• Relevance to the Australian Army? 

 

A check of the quoted website www.stablebelts.co.uk provides an insight into the long term use 

of the stable belts in Defence Forces through out the world. Also displayed is the great diversity 

in Corps / Unit Colours incorporated into individual belts, plus the range of clasps, leather 

straps and buckles that have been fitted with various belts. 

 

As stated in Major Woolley’s email, the fact that an image of my belt will be added to a UK 

stable belt website - “it will be enshrined there for posterity” – has a certain appeal. I suppose 

in some small way, it is an indirect means of preserving the RASVY Corps Identity / history.   
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            ALAN 
  

“A story of a little Aborigine” 
            
             by  Jo Mazzarol BEM 

 
 
 
 

Jo Mazzarol - 2009  
 
Abstract:   During (20th June to 15th September) 1961, Western Command 
Field Survey Unit was involved with the establishment of Geodetic Mapping 
Control in the remote Central Eastern part of WA, bordering on the Gibson 
Desert. With Warbarton and Carnegie set up as the main base camps, Neale 
Junction served as a sub base in the southern part of the area of the 
operation. It was at Neale Junction, that Jo tells his story.  
 
 
The first that we knew, about him, was when someone observed that there were natives hovering 
on the camp boundary. We ignored them for a while - then probably through sheer desperation, 
they broke from their usual polite manner and entered the camp uninvited. I will never forget the 
physical appearance of the small boy. He was so dehydrated that the skin hung in ropes from the 
inside of his little four year old legs. He, his mother and a young girl of about fourteen, it was 
hard to determine ages, came and stood before me in a line. The woman was saying something in 
a quiet voice, over and over again. I tried to understand, but I thought that the polite thing to do 
was to at least offer them a drink, little realizing the drama about to unfold.  
 

I offered the little boy a mug full of 
water, which he downed with 
commendable restraint considering the 
circumstances. The little girl was next, 
followed by the mother. As the mother 
got her share the boy began to cry, I think 
because he could see that it was going to 
take a little longer than he was prepared 
to wait for his turn to come around again. 
After taking turns with my mug, they 
were eventually all topped up and we 
invited then to have lunch with us. 
 
Alan with water mug. 
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Having them in camp presented a problem of both hygiene and decorum. We were camped at 
Neale Junction, kind of south of Warburton Mission and east of Laverton, miles from anywhere, 
in relatively primitive conditions; using a hole for a toilet which maybe they wouldn't 
understand. 
 
Eventually a camp was made for them a little way away with a fire, some blankets and food. 
They seemed to like all the tinned food we had grown very tired of, at least they didn't complain 
about anything. After a while I began to try to communicate with the mother. I asked what the 
little boy's name was and she said it was Jkadatrookbidgemalanbokama. I swear it's true. Well at 
least that was what I think I heard. She seemed to emphasis the 'alan' bit, so I called him Alan. 
Whenever it was meal time I would yell out, 'Alan' and he would come running over to collect 
the pre-opened cans of snaggers, goldfish, or what ever else it was we had tons of still to eat, 
plus tea, powdered milk, sugar and water. 
 
I also asked her if she had a man or were there any other Aborigines about. She seemed to 
understand me which proved her more intelligent than I and said something. Pointing back the 
way they had come and bringing her arm down in a circular sweeping motion, which the 
Missionary, who eventually came to take them to Cundalee explained, meant that she was telling 
me that the others were dead. 
 

We were sitting at Neale Junction with the trucks, main tentage, 
camping gear and surveying equipment, waiting for the work to 
be completed further north around the Warburton Mission and 
the survey team to either come back to us or go on west to 
Laverton. By 'we' I mean myself, three attached drivers from 22 
Construction, the helicopter pilot Darcy Newles and the 
engineer Jim Chapman.  
 
Key Diagram - indicating boundaries of Mapping Operations Area. 

 
We spent a few days with Alan and his family, sitting on the ground around the camp fire of an 
evening, communicating after a fashion. I remember showing Alan my torch. He'd never shown 
much emotion about anything and his attitude about the torch was the same, but he did pick it up 
and seemed interested in switching it off and on. I tried to explain how it worked by taking a 
battery out and placing it on the tip of my tongue which he imitated, experiencing the tangling 
sensation from the current. Also l got some paper and coloured pencils and we drew pictures of 
all sorts of things. 
 
There was a slight breeze I remember and the papers kept blowing away. Alan didn't do anything 
about stopping it, so I showed him how to put a handful of sand on the sheets to weigh them 
down. He and the girl came with me a couple of times in the Rover and trailer, on firewood 
collecting forays. On one trip, the front of the vehicle fell into a deep hole and Alan, who was 
setting on the front seat fell forward and hit his head on the dashboard. He must have hurt 
himself quite a bit, because he started to cry that time too.  
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I took his head in my hands and had a look but there were no cuts or anything. So I ruffled his 
hair, roughed him up a bit and he seemed to settle down. He appealed to me because of the way 
he carried himself. He was a natural little warrior, without any affectation. 
 
When our visitors first arrived, Alan was naked and the mother was wearing minimal but 
adequate covering, as was the young girl. I had a bag of clean coloured cloth which we used for 
cleaning rags when servicing the vehicles. Sometimes there was quite good clothing to be found 
in amongst the rags and this time was no exception. We found a pair of shorts and gave them to 
Alan. At first he was a bit self conscious and refused to have anything to do with them but after a 
while he put them on and began to wear them around. 
 

Eventually we contacted the Mission at 
Cundalee through the Flying Doctor Service 
and the Mission sent a Land Rover to collect 
them a couple of days later. Talking to the 
fellow from Cundalee was very interesting. He 
said that the natives, at the Mission, had told 
him of some Aborigines coming out of the 
Northern Territory.  
 
Cundalee Mission – 1961. 

 
He said they just seemed to know very clearly what was happening. It was a kind of thought 
telepathy. Because he could speak the language, he was also able to tell us what had happened to 
Alan's little group. They had come down from the Centre on their way to Cundalee and had 
actually passed through Neale Junction, while our advance survey party was there.  
 
From what I was able to piece together, our survey party were busy preparing for a trip, or 
setting up camp. Anyway they were far too busy to take any notice of a bunch of Aborigines, 
probably thinking, as we did, that they were just wandering about. In fact they were already 
desperate for water then. I heard that they went up to a few of our survey party, speaking in their 
own language, obviously requesting water but were ignored. 
 
As bad as this sounds it must be told that some time earlier, when we were travelling between 
Laverton and Warburton Mission, we were told by the Mission Authorities not to give any 
Aborigines a lift in our vehicles and not to give them any tobacco or any rations. This was 
because the Authorities were trying to discourage them from going “Walkabout” to Laverton of 
a weekend to buy tobacco, lemonade and other stuff. So, not getting any water, Alan's group kept 
going south trying to reach water at the railway line, but things got so bad that they decided half 
way to turn back and take their chances with us again. 
 
In the original party, it appears there were three other people, an elderly couple and a young lad 
about the same age as the girl The elderly couple collapsed on the way back (they were never 
seen again) so, as is the custom with the Aborigines, the remainder divided up what little they 
had, built them a fire and left them. A bit further on, the young lad wandered off into the bush 
and disappeared also.  



                       Issue No 34           WESTLINK         28th July 2010            Page - 16 
 
 
 
Later I accidently stumbled on where the young lad had left his small bundle, just off the side of 
the track - about half way between Neale Junction and the railway line. It consisted of a small, 

grubby fruit tin (with some matches and a bit 
of the side of a match box in it) and a 
coolamon. A coolamon is a piece of curved 
bark in which the Aborigines carry things, 
also use to winnow seed, and that was all.  
 
 Aboriginal Coolamon, Central Australia. 

 
I was told the tin was used to gather water from lengths of roots from a particular plant, which 
the Aborigines were familiar with. The roots are stood upright in the tin and enough water 
drained from them over night to sustain one person for a little while. I had the coolamon here at 
home for a number of years until it was eventually lost. It was well worn when I picked it up. 
    
Just before the party departed for Cundalee, Alan distinguished himself by turning on the tap to 
the full water container in the rescue Landrover - losing most of the contents before anyone 
realized that it was happening. I had a lot of time for Alan because of his manly bearing even 
though he was only four and I sometimes wonder what happened to him and the others. If any 
one was in that advance party and can add to this story, it would make interesting reading. 
 
 

               DSVY Visit to the Gibson Desert – August 1961. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  L-R:     Lt Bullen, WO2 Bremmer, Sgt Mazzarol, Cpl Tzakalos, Col MacDonald, Cpl Skates, 
                              Spr Lutz, Sgt Gruska, Pte Robinson, Spr Parker.  Kneeling: Sgt Giblett, Pte Hoar. 
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   Annual Re-Union Function  
 

Sunday 27th June 2010  
 

 
For the second year in succession the Annual Reunion Function was held as a buffet style 
luncheon at the Victoria League Club in Shenton Park. Apologies were received from Mike and 
Annette Venn, Kate and Frank Lenane and Yvonne Cocker, who were attending the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps 95th Anniversary Reunion in Bendigo on the following Weekend.  
 
The Luncheon style format is now a proven success and will be the case for the years to come. 
The attendees enjoyed the choice of Menu and the refreshments that were made available by the 
Victoria Club Staff. Barry and Helen Parker were present for the first time in several years with 
Jo and Betty Mazzarol and their daughters, Peta Monley and Joanne Hudson, enjoying the 
occasion. 
 
After welcoming everyone to the function, President Fred Brown made special reference to the 
passing of Anne Eddy, wife of Peter Eddy. A toast was proposed and drank to the memory of 
Anne.  
 
 

               L-R: Lori Cook, Annette Mead, Brian Mead, Alex Cook and Dianne Webb. 
                                                          Foreground: Linda and Chris Dixon. 
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                           L-R: Lesley Till, Nanette Clutterbuck, Fiona Clutterbuck, Noel Clutterbuck, 
                                   Barry Parker, Helen Parker (obscured). Foreground: Alf Till and Doug Gay. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             L-R: Joanne Hudson, Peta Monley, Jo Mazzarol, Betty Mazzarol and Frank Cohen. 
                                                               Foreground: Fred Brown. 
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      “Silver Threads amongst the Purple”!! 
 

        by Bob Bruce. 
 
The “weather”  was much the same over the Reunion Weekend as when I arrived at Fortuna, 
Bendigo (late afternoon July 1956) and introduced myself to the then RSM WO1 Des Moore – 
“cool but fine”.  However things warmed up with the various functions of the Royal Australian 
Survey Corps 95th Birthday Celebrations, on (2nd – 4th) July 2010 in Bendigo this year. 
 

Although “Fortuna” was unable to be 
opened for the visitors, it did not detract 
from the Weekend.  Nor did it interfere with 
me catching up with our former colleagues 
and those associated with the Corps in later 
years. In my case, some such as former 
WRAAC personnel and workmates or not: 
Lesley Mortimer, Jan Murray, “Shorty” 
Marsh, Barbara Bates-Brownsword. 
Although there were many absent friends 
from my era, I was touched by the courtesy 
extended to me and the “esprit de corps” 

prevailing to all. 
 

Don Swiney, Bob Bruce, Barbara and Peter Bates-Brownsword. 
 
Others that I remember meeting were: Don Swiney, Stan Vote, Bob Skitch, Alex Munro, Tom 
Royal, Bob and Dianne Aulesbrook, Doug Willis, Brian Johnson, Andrew Warwick, Max Neil, 
Frank and Kate Lenane, Bill and Jan Black, Gary Warnest, Doug Carswell, John and Tracy 
Phillips, Stuart Symonds and Yvonne Cocker. Even though the ranks are thinning, of course, I 
enjoyed the “Weekend”  and it was worth the expense to travel over to Victoria. 
 

With the Friday Night “Introduction” at the 
Bendigo RSL, the Saturday Night Dinner at 
the All Seasons Resort and the BBQ at the 
Tysons Reef Hotel on Sunday – plus other 
pursuits, one would be very hard to please if 
they were not satisfied. May I also extend my 
thanks to Gary Warnest, Tracy Phillips and 
the Ex-Fortuna Committee for their efforts in 
organising the 95th Royal Australian Survey 
Corps Birthday Celebrations.  
 

     “Best Wishes to ALL.”              
 

Barbara and Peter Bates-Brownsword with Yvonne Cocker.                           
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            A Sentimental Journey. 
 

     By Brian Mead. 
 
 

In late 2009, my old friends and fellow Army “Fortuna” Rugby players of the 1970’s - Lloyd 
Patterson and Adrian Rynberk, encouraged me to attend the 40th Reunion of the Inception of the 
Bendigo Rugby Union Club. Having tracked the fortunes of the Bendigo Club, via the Victorian 
Rugby Union (VRU) Website and the Club’s own “Bendigo Fighting Miners Rugby Club” 
Website, I was easily persuaded. I then set about budgeting for an interstate “Reunion Holiday” 
that was to take place in Bendigo, during 11 – 13 June 2010. My wife Annette was also keen to 
catch up with the members of her family, that reside close by - in Castlemaine and Ballarat. 
 

The inception (in 1970) and subsequent history of the Bendigo Rugby Union 
Football Club is a remarkable story in itself. Bendigo, located in Central 
Victoria, is in the heart land of the VFL / AFL and the prospects of 
establishing a foreign football code in this locality were quite daunting. At 
this time, a team from Fortuna participated in a Puckapunyal based Rugby 
Union Competition and provided some recruits for a Bendigo Rugby Team. 
National Service was also in “full swing” adding to a list of potential players.  

 
The local Bendigo Institute of Technology (BIT) also formed a team at this time, under the 
direction of Lecturer, Mr Alan Newton, who became the “founding father” of the Bendigo Club. 
Alan’s drive, persistence and negotiation skills resulted in many essentials for the establishment 
of the Club.  Key elements were as follows: 
 

• Approval from the VRU to enter the Melbourne based 1971 Competition in Fourth 
Grade. 

• Allocation of a venue by the Bendigo City Council, for the conduct of Home Games – 
Shadforth Park, North Bendigo. 

• Recruitment of players, selection of Club Colours, sponsorship and fund raising for the 
Club. 

• Erection of Change Rooms / Club House at Shadforth Park, North Bendigo.  
 
About six months prior to the Reunion, I liaised with Bill Coulter, a long term Bendigo player / 
coach / administrator, who acted as coordinator for the Reunion. Bill provided me with the 
proposed itinerary of the celebrations and a list of former Army players, so I set about tracking 
down as many as I could.  
 
My involvement as Secretary of the WA RA Survey Corps Association gave me ready access to 
the “Army Old Boys” email network that exists throughout Australia, via the state based kindred 
associations. I made contact with at least 20 former players – Australia wide that I knew, but 
sadly after expressing some initial enthusiasm most were unable to attend. Apologies were 
received from: Alan Toogood, Kerry Gallagher, John “Toad” Smith and Greg Oaten. 
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I booked our airline travel and Bendigo accommodation during April 2010 and organised time 
off work. About a month or so later, Annette and I received an Invitation from the Mayor of the 
City of Greater Bendigo to attend a civic reception (Friday 11th June 2010) in honour of the 
Bendigo Rugby Union Football Club.     
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

I was posted to the Army Survey Regt Bendigo (Fortuna) in April 
1971. Upon arrival, I was sent for an interview with my new boss – 
the OC of Air Survey Squadron, Major John Bullen. The interview 
lasted about 1 min and the first question was, “Do you play rugby”? 
Upon answering “Yes”, his reply was “Training is at Shadforth Park 
tonight 5pm, be there” and that was my welcome to the Army Survey 
Regiment. 
 
Sapper Adrian Rynberk - 1973 
 

 
Team Formation 
 
Even though the Bendigo Rugby club was formed in 1970, I think that 1971 was its first year of 
official competition in the Victorian Rugby Union. Apart from teams representing the Geelong 
Rugby Union Football Club, we were the only country team. In the early years, players were 
mainly soldiers from Fortuna, with several players each from Bendigo Teachers College, 
Bendigo Institute of Technology and a smattering of local, interstate and overseas players who 
were working in and around Bendigo. 
 
The Ground and Clubhouse 
 
Having grown up and played Rugby in Sydney, my first visit to Shadforth Park was a bit of a 
shock. The field was just a flat patch of grey sand which was made from the mullock heaps 
(mine tailings) that were once a familiar site around Bendigo. It was the best wet weather ground 
in Victoria or for that matter probably Australia. 
 
There was a fence - a metre high, consisting of steel posts and cable from the mine shafts that 
surrounded the ground and this marked “our patch” in the land of Aussie Rules. The club house 
was a 3m x 3m tin builders shed, where we stored all the club’s worldly possessions. The 
possessions were basically a couple of tackling bags, a clapped out line marking machine and 
some bags of lime. The goal posts were made of building scaffolding and were quite tall. 

Extracts, from Adrian Rynberk’s contribution to the Bendigo Rugby Club 
Anthology “Rugby under the Poppet Head  - The Seventies”, provide 
an insight into the early formation days of the Bendigo Rugby Football Club.  
Adrian’s Bendigo Rugby Club Career: Played (1971 to 1977) - 135 caps. 
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The Competition 
 
As we were the only team that was located outside Melbourne, we had the unfortunate task of 
travelling to Melbourne every second week to play. The other competing teams only had to come 
to Bendigo once in a season. This didn’t stop some teams from forfeiting because they didn’t like 
travelling or couldn’t raise a team for the trip. Mind you sometimes Bendigo had trouble fielding 
a team to play in Melbourne but we never forfeited and we had some quite memorable wins with 
only 12 or so players. 
 
Back in those days there was no Calder Freeway and a 2 hour trip to the end of the Tullamarine 
Freeway was a good run. Then we had to get to the ground somewhere in Melbourne. One thing 
learnt quickly was when playing in Melbourne we always arrived at the ground at least 90 
minutes before the game, so as to get our legs back after the long drive. Most teams that came to 
Bendigo usually arrived with just enough time to change and warm up. They often wondered 
why - usually by half time that we had quite a handy lead, while they were still getting over the 
trip. 
 
First Club House 
 
It soon became apparent that a club house was required as the 3m x 3m builder’s shed was 
inappropriate. The club was lucky that one of our part time players, David ‘Shonky’ Lee was a 
builder who had a knack of getting left over building material, so he said, from many of his jobs.  
Soon we had enough material to start. 
 
Plans were submitted to the Bendigo Council and early in 1972 construction started. Club 
president Ian (Noisy) Dyett was doing the wheeling and dealing, the players acting as labourers 
and ‘Shonky’ running the show. With ‘Shonky’ collecting the appropriate building materials 
when required we soon had our club house. We were fortunate that it was an extremely cheap 
building as our finances were quite small. This building still stands at the northern end of the 
ground. 
 
Ground Beautification Project 
 
With the new club house and the council running a grader over the ground to get rid of the holes 
and ruts a ground beautification project was suggested by the council. The Bendigo Council 
kindly donated about 400 small 30cm native shrubs and trees with stakes for us to plant around 
the ground. A weekend working bee with a BBQ and a few beers was organised and the job was 
completed. 
 
The next Tuesday night we intended to a have a short training session as the season had not yet 
started and then we would water the newly planted trees. Arriving at the ground it soon became 
apparent there were only about 10 trees still there while the rest had been knocked off 
(borrowed) by the locals for their gardens. I sure that if you stood in the middle of the ground 
and looked around, a few of the tall trees that you can see, may have come from around our 
ground. 
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Victorian Rugby Union Grand Plan 
 
About 1974 the club received a letter from the Victorian Rugby Union outlining their grand plan 
for Rugby in Victoria. To our surprise Bendigo was mentioned in the plan and we were given a 
very important job to do. 
 
It was our responsibility to set up clubs in Heathcote, Axedale, Castlemaine, Eaglehawk, 
Rochester and Echuca. To help Bendigo undertake this huge task the club would be reimbursed 
$5 per team we helped set up. From memory the new clubs never eventuated and the plan was 
quickly forgotten. 
 
Revenue 
 
Our main sources of revenue were drinks (long neck bottles and wine) after the game, BBQ’s, 
Raffles and players subscriptions. Then there were the unofficial gambling nights which were 
mainly cloak and dagger affairs held in farmers’ barns or sheds, with lookouts posted around the 
property in case the police arrived. 
 
These proved quite profitable and very popular with usually 100 plus Bendigo locals crammed 
into a shed enjoying their crown and anchor, roulette, black jack etc. Back in those days there 
were no pokies in Victoria, the closest being in Moama 100km away. It was quite common to 
earn enough money to run the club for a whole year. 
 
Ground Refurbishment 
 
Around 1976 the council allocated some money to level the ground replace any grass that was 
accidentally growing on the ground with real grass and put a sprinkler system in. The club 
thought all their Christmases had come at once and once the grass had established itself, we had 
a ground that was nice to play on and we were proud of.    
 
Bendigo Rugby Soccer Team 
 
In 1977 the club decided to field a team in a local Bendigo soccer competition on a Sunday. The 
idea was the game would be used as a warm down process to remove any stiffness we may have 
had from the Saturday Rugby match. There is a marked difference between Rugby and Soccer 
players as far as the social side of the game was concerned. 
 
We soon gave up the idea of a BBQ and a few drinks with the opposition after the game. Most of 
the opposition soccer players would roll up to the match about 15 minutes before kick off and 
leave about 5 minutes after the match. Unfortunately for me, breaking my leg playing soccer that 
year also ended my playing career with the Bendigo club but I did enjoy the approx 135 games I 
played for them. 
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Injuries 
 
I don’t remember any bad on field injuries apart from a dislocated elbow that Alan Newton 
suffered playing in Melbourne against Monash University. As Alan lay on the ground with his 
arm looking like a boomerang in the wrong direction and everyone wondering what to do next, 
up stepped team captain Doug Ross, who said “It’s OK, I’m a doctor.” 
 
No one noticed the look of terror in Alan’s eyes as Doug bent down and put his knee behind 
Alan’s elbow, grabbed his hand and shoulder and quickly bent it back into position with a loud 
click. Alan gave a slight scream, the referee fainted and a few of us were dry retching or feeling 
quite queezy. What most people didn’t know was that Doug was a Doctor of Veterinary Science. 
This was one of Bendigo’s great victories as we only had 11 players on the field that day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         The 1973 Preliminary Final  -  Bendigo versus Box Hill  
 

    A Penalty to Bendigo!! 
 

                  L-R: Tom Pattison, Stretch Hayden, Brian Mead, Lloyd Patterson, Adrian Rynberk, Dave Conrad.  
 (Bendigo wearing light-coloured  jumpers) 
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     Front Cover: “Rugby Under the Poppet Head”, compiled by Bill Coulter, June 2010. 
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THE REUNION WEEKEND  
 

 
Annette and I travelled over to Victoria on the “Midnight Horror” during the early hours of the 
Wednesday 9th June 2010. After an early breakfast at Tullamarine, we caught the Shuttle bus to 
Castlemaine. A few days followed, with us enjoying the hospitality of Annette’s sister’s family – 
Margaret and Kieran Keogh – and time to rest up for the Weekend. On Friday 11th June, Kieran 
drove us up to Bendigo during the afternoon and we checked into the All Seasons Resort. 
 
Civic Reception 
 
About 6pm, we caught a taxi into Bendigo City and found our way to the Bendigo Town Hall in 
Lyttleton Terrace. After 30+ years Annette and I were “Strangers in the Crowd”  until brothers 
Ian and Noel Dyett noticed us and exchanged pleasantries. A short time later we found Dave 
Flood (National Serviceman) who had driven down from Warwick, Queensland. We sampled the 
light refreshments just prior to the commencement of the Civic Reception.    
 

Craig Niemann, the Greater Bendigo Council 
Executive Officer welcomed everyone to the 
Civic Reception as “MC” for the evening. 
Acknowledgement was made of the traditional 
landowners of the Greater Bendigo Area – the 
Jarra Jarra people.  
 
Craig introduced the Mayor of Bendigo - Cr 
Rod Campbell, who spoke of the success of 
the Bendigo Rugby Club over the 40 Year 
period, dating back to 1970. He said that the 
Club’s Premiership triumphs - 11 wins out of 
18 contested Grand Finals, were outstanding.  
 
Other speakers included: 

• Alan Newton (Club Founder). 
• Alan Wilkinson (Current Coach). 
• Ian “Noisy” Dyett (Former Club  

            President). 
 
The speakers collectively provided personal 
anecdotes of the Club’s History, its ethos of 
acceptance of players from all racial 
backgrounds and its promotion of Bendigo – 
far outside the normal confines of Australia. 

           Bendigo Town Hall. 
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Tysons Reef Hotel 
 
After the Civic Reception, we followed the Reunion Itinerary and made our way to the Tysons 
Reef Hotel. We enjoyed the beer and our meals from the Hotel Bistro, with the staff being 
efficient and friendly. There was time to chat with the publican Dave Lambton-Young (served in 
RASVY at Fortuna), players – (both past and present) and supporters of the Rugby Club. 
 
Golden Oldies versus Current Team 
 
On Saturday 12th June, after lunch at the All Seasons with Dave Flood, it was time to attend the 
“Golden Oldies versus Current Team” match at the Shadforth Park Rugby Ground, in North 
Bendigo. After arriving at the Ground, we met up with Russ and Kerrie Larsen, Lloyd and Hilary 
Patterson along with Adrian and Clare Rynberk. Other old faces present were Andy Pattison 
(Tom’s younger brother) and Bryan Furlong who was the Bendigo Club Coach, during the 
1970’s. 
 

Prior to the match, we inspected the Rugby Ground surface and 
checked out the adjacent North Bendigo Sports Club, on Anderson 
Street. The Sports Club is a facility that is jointly shared between the 
Bendigo Rugby Club, the Golden City Soccer Club and the North 
Bendigo Australian Rules Club. Within the Sports Club premises, 
there are change rooms and a shower block, a bar room, a kitchen and 
a large function / viewing area.  A children’s playground is located 
near the Anderson Street entrance. 
 
Both teams emerged from the Sports Club at about 3 pm for the 
“Golden Oldies” match to commence. The Oldies were given the 
concession of a ten man bench in their battle with the Current team. 
The referee briefed all players on the “spirit” in which the match was 
to be played.  

 
The Oldies scored a try early into the match and were able to maintain their lead, throughout the 
match.  By full time, the Oldies had outscored the Current team:  5 tries to 3. There was plenty of 
good rugby played, with open play and the ball frequently moving along the opposing backlines. 
The forward player’s scrumaging was not too fierce however prop, “Buddha” Henderson of the 
Current team, managed to get sent off for illegal scrum play.  
 
At full time, the players shook hands and it was time again to revisit the Tysons Reef Hotel. 
With our “Army Group” now fully assembled, some “refreshments” were in order. After a chat 
for an hour or so, we returned to our accommodation for a break, prior to attending the Reunion 
Banquet.  
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40 Year Reunion Banquet 
 

We assembled at the All Seasons “Atrium” Function Room by 7 pm, in time for the pre dinner 
drinks. A two course meal was to be provided, before the official presentations - part of the 
evening. There were about 100 attendees present, with our Army Group together at the same 
table. Ian Dyett announced himself as “MC”  for the evening and welcomed everyone to the 40th 
Reunion of the Inception of the Bendigo Rugby Union Club. 
 
Once the formalities commenced, Ian introduced a sequence of speakers in support of the 
“Acknowledgements and Presentations” that took place over the course of the evening. The 
format was as follows: 
 

• The Life Members of the Bendigo Rugby Club were introduced by the current Club 
Captain Nick Dehnert, who gave a brief summary of their careers to the gathering. 

 
• Each decade of the Club’s existence – “1970’s through to the 2000’s” was covered by a 

prominent member from that era. Speakers included Alan Newton, Adrian Rynberk, 
Gerard Nicolle, Darren Lahtz and Torben Vedelsby. The text of each speakers 
recollections have been included in “Rugby Under the Poppet Head”, compiled 
by Bill Coulter, June 2010. 

 
• The Victorian Rugby Union was represented by its President Tim North SC who 

congratulated the Club on its achievements. He spoke of the advent of the Melbourne 
Rebels, their participation in the elite Super 15 Competition and the need for all Victorian 
based Rugby Players to support their own team. 

 

 
“LIFE MEMBERS”  

 
  L-R:    Cedric Maxwell, Jock McColl, Derek Asher, Noel Clampit, Charlie Ihaka, Rauna Murray, Ashley Hindson, 
               Jane Ross, Noel Dyett, Alan Newton, Alan Wilkinson, Travis Henderson, Ian Dyett, Bryan Furlong, Isi Tuitupou   
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• Bendigo Team 40 was readout, with each player presented with a medallion and their 
achievements detailed. A team list of 22 players had been selected with Charlie Ihaka 
named as coach of the Team. Of special note to us, was the selection of Andy Pattison as 
Number 5 in the forwards (Played 1973 to 1991, 2 B&F and 3 Premierships). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        “The Seventies Revisited!!” 
 
L-R:   Bryan Furlong, Adrian Rynberk, Brian Mead, Noel Dyett, Lloyd Patterson, Dave Flood, Russ Larsen, 
             Alan Newton and Andy Pattison. 
 
 
In my mind the highlight of the evening was the induction of the first four Immortals  of the 
Bendigo Rugby Club. Each Immortal  was presented with a mounted brass plaque containing a 
resume of their Club Achievements. The recipients were: 
 

• Doug Ross, Doug Ross was inducted posthumously and his commemorative plaque was 
accepted by his widow Jane Ross. Doug played a Club Record of 300+ games, was best 
player in 1973, Club Captain in 1975/7/82 and played in 4 premiership teams. 

 
• Rauna Murray.  Rauna played 277 games from (1982–2009) and was three times best 

player. He was Club Captain 1993/4/5/7/8 and played in 6 premiership teams. 
 

• Bill Coulter . Bill has had a long association with the Bendigo Club as a player, Club 
Captain and coach for 100+ games and 2 premierships. His contribution continues as an 
administrator with the Club and currently holds the position - Club Treasurer. 

 
• Ian Dyett. Ian has served as the Club President for 30 years. He has been fully 

committed in giving his time and providing his business acumen to the Bendigo Rugby 
Club. 
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Team 40 Coach - Charlie Ihaka led a group of his fellow NZ Maori team mates to a spirited 
rendition of the “Haka” . "Ka mate, Ka mate .......” was a fitting conclusion to a memorable 
evening. 
 
Recovery and Hangi. 

 
On the morning of Sunday 13th June, our Army Group had breakfast at the Boardwalk Cafe, 
Lake Weeroona. We moved onto the North Bendigo Sports Club and found preparations for the 
Hangi in full swing. A stroll over the Rugby Ground for a close look at the old Club House was 
in order. A series of cracks down the side of one of the walls signified the derelict nature of the 
building. However, the building still has a purpose in the storage of various items of equipment. 
 
We walked back to the Sports Club and were pleased to meet up with an old team mate of ours – 
former BIT Lecturer David Yum. Apart from his playing efforts, David was a “great contributor” 
to our fund raising activities. A few beers from Bill Coulter, who was working the bar, were in 
order, prior to lunch. I showed Annette the Rugby Club Honour Board and identified my name 
as Secretary for 1973.   

 
After lunch, it was time for a few more beers and chit chat. By 2 pm, it was final goodbyes to 
everyone.   The Reunion was over ..... Maybe a 50th in 2020??   
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From Noel Sproles, SURVEY EX-SERVICEMEN’S ASSOCIATION SOUTH AUSTRALIA.   
 

Border dispute answers erased in time. 

Tim Lee's story “Border Blunder ” for the  ABC1's Program Landline. 

 

The slight dogleg in the otherwise straight boundary near the junction of South Australia, Victoria 
and New South Wales might not look like much, but it is the source of one of Australia's longest-
running border disputes. South Australia accuses Victoria of wrongly appropriating about 
1,800 square kilometres of its land. The cartographical error originated during a drought in 
1849 when a man staggered out of the desert to a remote outpost on the Murray River. 

 

Edward R White, delirious with thirst and carrying only his saddle, told a harrowing tale of 
privation and near death in the wilderness. White was a surveyor and he and his party had 
been sent to survey the northern part of the border between South Australia and Victoria. 
The latter was known as 'Australia Felix', a province of New South Wales.  

 
The surveying party's job was to mark the boundary 
along the agreed line, the 141st degree of latitude. The 
party set out in August, taking exacting measurements 
of observations and hacking a path, often through thick 
Mallee scrub and steep sand hills.  
 
Pioneer surveyors worked with rather primitive equipment, often in 
harsh, remote terrain. 

. 
By October, its water supplies were rapidly dwindling and the bullocks were dying of thirst. 
On November 6, White left the party and took two horses to trek north to the Murray River 
to find help. Six days later, with no water in intolerable heat, both his horses lay down to 
die. The desperate White drank half a pint of his horse's blood, "which was thick, black 
and unhealthy-looking and had the same bad smell as his breath," he wrote in his diary. 
Close to death, White at last reached the life-saving water of the Murray River. He swam 
across the river, found a cattle station, borrowed a horse and made it back to Adelaide. 

 
With fresh supplies, White found his survey party and struck north - and again struck 
hardships. At one point its bullocks went an entire week without water, but in the late 1850 
White's survey line linked up to the line marked from the north. Or so it seemed.  
 
South Australia has long believed it got diddled by Victoria to the tune of about 1,800 
square kilometres. It began legal proceedings which soon became as impenetrable as the 
Mallee scrub which had entangled Edward White. But Victoria would not budge. It was no 
good consulting White. He was dead at 37 - his life shortened by his desert ordeal.  
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After 60 years of argument and legal action, South Australia took its case all the way to the 
Privy Council in London in 1914. It ruled that because White's field records had been lost, 
Victoria could keep the disputed territory. But the issue has never gone away. 
 
 
 

 

Key Map: Showing disputed Border 
 
 
Breakthrough 

  
Victorian surveyor-general John Tulloch and his South Australian counterpart hoped they 
could at last solve the long-running mystery caused by almost 200 kilometres of missing 
survey pegs. They searched historic records and late last year Mr Tulloch thought he had a 
breakthrough. Victoria's Public Record Office unveiled the astonishing and rarely seen 
Duffy Land map, the largest in the land. 
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The map dates from 1862, just 12 years after White's survey and has much detailed 
information, including detailed annotations on the tortuous progress of White's survey 
party. Regrettably there is nothing conclusive about the disputed section of border or why 
the survey line does not follow the 141st meridian.  

 
Mr Tulloch has a theory that White and his party began at the wrong point. 

 
"Because of the inaccuracies of the survey equipment of the day and the chronometers to 
determine time that Error commenced at that stage," he said. "They basically then 
perpetuated that error as they endeavoured to survey a north-south line right through to the 
Murray River." 

 
Lloyd Thomson, a third generation surveyor, believes the harsh terrain may have been 
partly to blame. "It takes you an awful long time to cut through Mallee, to be able to see it, 
especially as you're going up and down over sand rises," Mr Thomson said as he pored 
over intricate maps of the region drawn by his grandfather in the late 1800s. 

 
"You'd have a surveyor and assistants and chainmen and you'd have axemen with you and 
a cook and a draughtsman in the camp drawing up what's been done all the time. It's 
phenomenal when you think that it had to be done away from townships, and it's extremely 
difficult." 

 
As there were few rocks in the Mallee, White placed survey wooden pegs within earth 
mounds. Mr Tulloch suspects bushfires burnt the pegs and the wind then blew away the 
mounds, leaving no trace of White's marks. Or White might simply have used the wrong 
survey pegs.  

 
"If you're in a particular area you use native wood from that area and cut the pegs on site," 
Mr Tulloch said. "We've dug up pegs which are 100 years old, but if it was an imported 
softwood or even hardwood peg, the white ants love it and chew it to bits in 10 years." 

 

 
Unfairly blamed 

 
But just as it seemed the real story seemed to have been lost in the metaphorical sands of 
time, Melbourne barrister Gary Moore has ridden out of the desert with a new and 
plausible theory.  
 
Following detailed examination of a raft of public lands records, Mr Moore believes White 
has been unfairly blamed for the border blunder. He has found evidence that the real 
culprits are a humble fencing contractor and a plague of rabbits 30 years after White's epic 
trek.  
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"Some 30 years afterwards, and as part of the attempt to prevent rabbits from moving, the 
Victorian and South Australian governments had what they thought was the borderline 
fenced," said Mr Moore, who completed the research for his PhD. 

 
"Unfortunately the gentlemen who did most of the fencing, fenced the wrong line. 

 
"So the border we see is in fact the fence line that fences not the border but the outer limits 
of the Mallee for subdivision." 

 
Whatever the cause of the discrepancy, the disputed border is responsible for some strange 
quirks.  

 
In 1901 one settler in the disputed territory voted as a Victorian in a commonwealth 
referendum; the following day he voted in the same referendum as a South Australian. 

 
Mr Thomson and Mr Tulloch have gone into bat for their profession. In a year which will see 
commemorative re-enactments of the journeys of explorers Burke and Wills and Major 
Mitchell. They would like to see the pioneering work of Edward White and other early 
surveyors also acknowledged. 

 

Mr Moore believes Edward White's reputation must also be restored. He has found 
evidence that White was an exceptional bushman and quotes this example.  

 
"They were in waterless country," he said. "From his surveying he noticed a depression 
between two sand dunes and he formed the view that that could well be a hidden source of 
water, so one evening he rode back through the night, track less wasteland and by 
moonlight dug a hole and found water and was able to bring his party, which included 
bullocks, back to where he got water and they were saved".  

 
As for the disputed border territory between Victoria and South Australia, it will remain in 
Victorian hands. Like White's survey pegs, it seems that time has erased the real answers. 
 


