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 OUR FRONT  COVER 
 

 
 
Our Front Cover contains an image of the name tag - worn with a neck ribbon, by attendees at the 
First Topographic Survey Troop - SOUTH VIETNAM (SVN) REUNION . The image has been 
provided by Lloyd Patterson - Coordinator of the August 2009 REUNION that was held at Tweed 
Heads in Queensland. 
 
 
 
 

         CORRESPONDENCE 
 

General 
                                                                                             

 
Postal correspondence:  8 Barridale Drive, Kingsley. WA 6026 
                                                                                                                                                           
Email correspondence:  Office Bearers for all kindred RA Svy Corps Associations may 
                                          be accessed via the (home page): www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
Copies of Westlink are provided - in both digital (*.pdf) form and as a hard copy printout, for those 
Members without internet access. At the time of publication, each Issue of Westlink is uploaded to 
www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
In line with Commonwealth Government “Individual Privacy” Legislation, the current membership 
details are available from the WA Association Secretary (H) 08 9409 8292. Email: 
brian.mead@bigpond.com. 
 
                                                                                                                                    

 
Current Correspondence. 
 
Details of key WA Association related emails received / sent are listed on pages 30 - 32.                                                                               
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 FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Hi All, 
  
Firstly and most importantly, thank you very much Annette Venn, Diane Webb and Annette Mead- 
(all ladies in equal proportions!!) for taking over in the kitchen on Sunday 22 November. Your efforts 
were and are greatly appreciated. 
 
I am off to Vietnam this evening for a holiday and to see Ho Chi Minh City !! 
  
Cheers. 
  

Fred Brown    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Pictured at the 2009 - Christmas Gathering: 
 

    Front:    Annette Mead, Mike Venn and Dianne Webb, 
    Rear:    Brian Mead, Leon Griffiths, Annette Venn, Brian Firns and Fred Brown 
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  FROM THE EDITOR  
 
Westlink Issue 33 is the second for 2009. Coverage of the First Topographic Survey Troop - SVN 
REUNION is the dominant feature of this Issue.  
 
 

• I am grateful to Lloyd Patterson for providing a comprehensive article covering the SVN 
REUNION. His article comes after his committed efforts, over the last 12 months, in making 
the REUNION happen. Lloyd’s amusing anecdotes about certain personalities in the “Troop” 
are balanced against his frank comments, concerning the purpose of National Service and 
Australia’s achievements in SVN. Those of us, who have lived through this era, will recall a 
turbulent period in Australia’s History. 

 
 

• The article from John Willis reflects the great success of the SVN REUNION. He tells the 
amusing story of the deferment of his “call up” for National Service, due to Tertiary Studies 
and his eventual allocation to the Royal Australian Survey Corps.  

 
 

• Our Association has lost one of its “characters” with the passing of Doug Bath. His family’s 
kind gesture in allowing the inclusion of “Doug’s Eulogy” in this Issue is much appreciated. 

 
 

• Harry Wood’s curiosity was aroused after the “finding” of a Nevis Cherry drawing (dated 
October 1946), amongst his late mother Florence’s belongings. This has prompted some 
interesting research about the WW2 Service of both Cpl Florence Appleton and Sgt Nevis 
Cherry.  

 
 

• Howard Jones’s article relates his experience and thoughts about soldiers suffering from ‘post 
traumatic stress disorder’. He recalls his first hand experience in working with two former 
SVN Veterans and their contrasting behaviour.  

 
 
 
 A copy of the SVN REUNION – Imagery DVD is available to Members, upon request.  
 
 

Brian Mead  
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WX31833  Spr. William Douglas Bath 

 
 

  “A scallywag to the end.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  FUP-  Anzac Day March 2006, Perth.  
              Rear:   Brian Mead, Leo Clifford, Brian Firns, Mike Venn, Clive Craddon, Howard Jones, Cliff Webb, Gus Bottrill.  

                                               Kneeling:   Chris Dixon, Peter Bowen and Doug Bath – “ready to go”.  
 
 

Doug Bath passed away on Sunday 1st November 2009, aged 87 years. He was a 
regular attendee on Anzac Day in Perth and always travelled up from Bunbury 
for the day. He was a good friend of the late Ray Sargeant. Spr Doug Bath served 
with the WW2 Units - 4 Fd Svy Coy (Karrakatta) and later with 2/1 Aust Army 
Topo Svy Coy (Moratai, Moluccas Islands). 
  
                                  Doug loved a joke and had an eye for the ladies !! 
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The following eulogy, was prepared and read, by Brian Bath at Doug’s 
funeral service in Bunbury, Western Australia on Friday 6th Nov 2009. 
 
Firstly “Thank You” to Errol BARRETT for accepting Dads wishes to conduct today’s proceedings.  
This choice is a result of Dad’s recognition of Errol’s wonderful qualities as a celebrant at funerals 
that Dad has attended.  
 
The biggest thank you I can make, is to both Mick and Pam who over many many years have been a 
tower of strength for both Mum and for Dad. Their compassion, love, tolerance and unwavering and 
endless support for them has been a rock for both Mum and Dad – for which I shall always been 
grateful.  They did not have to ask Mum and Dad to move out with them, but they did. A sign of their 
unquestionable love and support. 
 
Many thanks also go to Doctor Mincham and the staff at his surgery, for their unrelentless personal 
support for both Mum and Dad over the years, and I am sure of his continuing support for Mum in 
the many years ahead for her. Since Dad’s hospitalization one week ago yesterday, we extend our 
hand of gratitude to ALL the staff whose paths we crossed, in both the St John of God Hospital 
(expecially in the Palliative Care Unit) AND the Emergency Department of the Bunbury Regional 
Hospital (South West Health Campus). Their compassion, empathy and understanding to both Dad 
and we as a family is beyond reproach. 
 
Thanks also go to Peter MARTINSON who has spent endless and long hours into the morning 
compiling a memorial DVD presentation that shall follow soon. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the family, I extend our very many thanks and appreciation to the ladies of the 
Eaton Bowling Club who catered for today’s wake. 
 
Dad left not only Mum, Pam and I, but 6 Grandchildren and 7 Great Grand Children. 

 

                                                      DAD. 

 
          What-ever is said today, the intent is to laugh with him NOT at him. 

  
Dad was born on 3rd June, 1922 at Bridgetown, Western Australia. 
 
His family didn’t live in Bridgetown too long, before moving to North Perth with all the family, 
which was his primary place of upbringing.  
 
While a student at Perth Modern School, he was crowned as Boys Champion in athletics.  He held a 
sprint record for several years. I remember his “Silks” and his “Spikes”. Dad also played hockey at 
school. 
 
He later became employed at “Ezywalkins” Shoe store. 
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        BUNBURY 1941/ 1942 – Sappers Brian Wilson, Alan Carson and Doug Bath are pictured with 
                                              Ford Utility vehicles, allocated to the 4th Australian Field Survey Company. 
 
        “The Ford Utility vehicles were examples of the Marmon-Herrington four wheel drive variant”. 
 
He joined the Australian Army Reserve with several mates and after some debate, they elected to 
apply for the “Survey Corps”. Dad, I believe was sent to Bunbury for map training where I believe, 
he met our Mother at a dance. Love blossomed from there.  

 
Later as a result of the war, he volunteered for “Overseas Service” and joined the WW2 AIF.  This 
resulted in Doug being transferred to Queensland and then eventually shipped out to some small 
Moluccas Islands, (Moratai being one).  He was in the Army for approx six years and spent 700 odd 
days in the war zone. 
   
On his return, Dad Mum and I lived in Perth, before moving to Bunbury. In the early years in 
Bunbury, things were relatively tough.  Entertainment I believe mainly involved family – i.e. 
crabbing parties, card evenings, collecting muscles off the wooden jetty.  We didn’t have a car in 
those days.  
 
Dad eventually obtained employment in the “Postmaster Generals Department” as it was known then 
(now “Telstra”). As Dad’s position in the PMG and in life generally for the family – picked up, 
things improved.  
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Highlights of my parent’s life: 

 
• I don’t think Dad was a great footballer, but he was passionate about the Pastimes Football Club 

and was their Secretary in 1951-2-3. Fifty years ago they changed their name to the Carey Park 
Football Club.  
 

• They played social tennis and Badminton for many years. 
 

• They also played golf at the Capel Golf club for years in which Dad held the position of 
“Handicapper” and also assisted Jim Mercer Jnr conducting junior clinics.  
 

• They won a holiday to Geraldton. 
 

• Took a cruise to Singapore and return.  
 

• They purchased a caravan that enabled them to make many a return trips up to the “Wintersun 
Caravan Park” in Carnarvon – where they had many friends.  

 
• They also did the “Aussie Thing” of caravaning around Aust. Their final caravan trip was to 

Melbourne for Glen and Belinda’s wedding.  
 
Five years ago, the best thing since sliced bread happened to them.  After fifty odd years of living in 
50 Frankel Street in Carey Park, they we convinced by Pam and Mick (their favourite Daughter and 
their extra favourite Son-in-Law MICK), to move to the duplex beside Mick and Pam. The 
relationship between Mother and Daughter in this case is as strong a bond one could ever imagine.  
 
To summarize their lives, like any union of two people, life has its ups and down, but there are just so 
many happy times of joy and laughter that are remembered, that the lesser concerns are pushed to one 
side.  In his early years, he was a sprinter, but in life, history will show that he was a stayer.  It is 
unfortunate that in Dad’s race of life, his last few yards were a struggle in which he succumbed. In 
the lead up to and on his hospitalization a week ago yesterday, we are pleased to say that he was not 
in pain and he was comfortable. 

                   
                   I think he “Fathered the best he could with the skills he had at hand” 
                       
               

     TILL WE MEET AGAIN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Editors Comment: 
Leo Clifford attended Doug Bath’s Funeral in Bunbury on Friday 6th Nov 2009. Prior to 
the funeral service he laid a sheath of flowers on behalf of our Association. 
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WHAT ABOUT IT? 
     WHAT? 

      A  REUNION 
 

     For Survey in Vietnam 
 
That fine editor of the WA Survey Magazine drove a hard 
bargain. He said he would help publicize the SURVEY 
VIETNAM TROOP REUNION  if I would write an 
article on the Reunion for the Westlink November 
Magazine, for better or worse here is my part of the 
bargain. 
 
The Unit (Troop) was in Vietnam basically while the Task 
Force was deployed May 1966 to Nov 1971 and 
according to Bob Kay (now McMillan Kay) 140 
members were on the nominal role as serving in country. 
Interestingly the Australian War Memorial is a few short of 
140. 
 
The REUNION  conducted at Twin Towns RSL, Tweed 
Heads was a success, if it had been held 30 years ago it 
probably would have been a more “aggressive” affair 
but time has dulled some of our perceived shortfall in others. 
To the Field Surveyor who went to the bush or to South East 
Asia for six months at a time, we in Vietnam must have had 
it relatively easy because after the initial set up in 1966 
to 1967, we had electricity, beds (of a sort), tents that were 
waterproof, a mess that served hot meals of a sort and never 
a serious shortage of grog, unless the OC so decreed. 
 
The downers were it was a small unit in a big “Garrison 
Fort” where you saw the same faces, the same gripes and 
very occasionally you maybe in a dubious situation that you 
would not normally have chosen to be in. After 12 months of 
living together you generally had enough of the bloke in 
the bed next to you, whom  you worked with, ate with, went 
to town with and shared letters with was a 
friendship that was wearing thin and  if  you  did  not see 
him for a long while, then damn good. 
 
But after 40 years, another story! Not a bad word for 
anyone and us all love one another. Bob Skitch has written 
that the first Survey personnel on the ground were: Capt 
Robert Skitch, WO2 David Christie, Sergeant Stan 
Campbell, Sergeant Dave King with Corporal Jim  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roberts, Corporal Dennis Duquemin, Corporal Des 
Ceruti, Corporal Peter Clarke, Sapper Derek Chambers, 
Sapper Brian Firns, Sapper Joe O’Connor, Sapper Ron 
Smith, a National Serviceman, WO1 Snow Rollston, 
Corporal Alan Carew the Technical Storeman, Sapper 
Stan Johns the Map Storeman and a veteran of the 
Korean war, Sapper John Campbell as batman/driver 
whom was known affectionately as ‘Boots’, and Private 
Brunning the cook. 
 

Reduced A4 Posters were given to attendees. The 
original posters were the mainstay of the 
Regimental Funds for the RASVY Troop in 
Vietnam. The art was adapted by Peter Dew and 
Mario Appleton (then Apfelbaum) from an 
American Poster. It was produced by silk screen 
printing in many different colours from 1968 to 
1971. Very limited quantities, at an increased 
price, were produced in psychedelic colours (LSD 
being the “in” drug of the 1960’s) by pouring 
different coloured inks onto the screen and 
pressing the ink through the screen onto the 
paper, up to a half a dozen could be produced 
before the screen had to be cleaned and the 
process repeated. 85 copies were made for the ex 
members of the Survey Troop Reunion attending 
the 2009 Reunion at Twin Towns RSL. 
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WHO? 
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I became involved when Dick Barwald, a mate since 
1967, and long standing tent sharer, started annoying me. 
He had heard that I had arranged a few reunions for others 
was pushing me to do it for the “Troop”, when my wife 
(Hilary) joined him in saying it was a good idea, it was 
always going to happen. 
 
But where - to have this REUNION? Queensland 
seemed the logical point, as the weather in August / 
September is good and many Troop members lived in 
and around South East Queensland. Alex Cairney and 
Barry Lutwyche were approached, as they put out the Qld 
magazine. Alex suggested Tweed Heads, which has a 
large airport and all capitals fly in and out from it. 
 
Around October in 2008 I started the advertising for 
August 2009 and support from the other states was vital.   
 
Here I was very lucky.  There were three mates that I had –
all who were very involved in their state RA Svy 
Associations. Brian Mead in WA, Allan Adsett in SA 
and Gary Warnest in Bendigo, plus Les Wellins and Bill Black 
had kept in touch with people of their era. In all it was a 
tremendous starting point. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The administration and development was 21st Century 
stuff, 90% of correspondence was by email, 9% by 
phone and 1% by post. I had to bank only about 10 
cheques - nearly everyone electronically deposited. 
We contacted 83 of troop members out of the about 121 we  
believe alive. 33 of the 83 for various reasons did not attend. 
50 did attend. 
 
Despite advertising that any ex survey member was 
welcome to attend - only eight did. I thank them as when I 
started out, I thought that non Vietnam Veterans would 
make or break the Reunion. To achieve anymore than a 
third to a reunion is a damn good attendance. So I 
especially thank those who attended while not Vietnam 
Vets. Some like Alex Cairney, John Willis and Bob Mills 
who had been longstanding members of the sister unit B 
Troop, which I think was located at Zetland Sydney. 
 
 

  Allan Adsett chats with Kerry Gallagher 

Heather Slater and Beverley Walker, both 
former WRAAC 
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WHO? 
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General Cosgrove was the Guest Speaker, who we 
obtained through a “drinking relationship” with the 
Troop’s 2Lt of 1970 (he who I am not allowed to say - John 
Whitburn). The relationship developed with the then 
Lt Cosgrove, who was the OC of the Headquarters 
Infantry Platoon (known as D&E Platoon). John was 2IC 
and when WO1 Ross McMillan let him; apparently had quite 
a rousing time drinking in the HQ Task Force Officers 
Mess.  Both he and General Cosgrove were then minions 
in a Mess dominated by Senior Officers.  
 
General Cosgrove as well as being a “normal bloke” was 
very cheap. All he cost was one night’s accommodation, 
which for guest speakers is almost unheard of value. 
 
Survey in Vietnam was 90% survey trades with the 
addition of the following: a Driver, a Cook, a Map Store man, 
an RQ and Clerk, but what a 10% they made.  
Personality wise they outclassed with their small 
numbers. Rocky Camps, Alan Carew, Pat Cox,  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Gordon Haswell, Ivor Hastings, Peter Rossiter, and 
Muzz Murray, names that I am sure will ring bells to those 
who have been around the Corps in the 60’s to the 80’s.  
Most National Servicemen who served with Survey in 
country, also fell in to the non - survey trade area. To name 
the few that I know of , that have maintained contact with 
RA Svy  - Oreste Biziak, Bruce (roadrunner) Grisdale and  
2Lt John Whitburn. 
 
Age in war - where the average soldier’s age was 20years 
or 21 years! The Troop seems to have had a higher proportion 
of old soldiers, than that may have been expected, with 43 of 
the 135 members being born before 1941. 
 
One name as I look at the list standing out – Strunks. Pat was 
always giving up smoking. He must have been as he 
never brought one. On leaving Vietnam, he did not 
return to Australia as he should, but made great use of the 
US Air force to get a lift to Ireland.  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clive Craddon (who travelled from WA) with 
Tom Stockwell who at 59 is the oldest serving 
Paramedic in Australia. 

   Chris McCloud with Geoff and Lynn Gerdsen. 

Ken Slater and Les Wellins. Ken is still 
working full time at 67 and looks well 
enough to be still working at 70. Les is 
living in Bendigo. 

John Rolfe, John Bullen, Bill Snelson with 
Barry Lutwyche in the back ground. 



 
                Issue No 33           WESTLINK         10th December 2009            Page - 15 
 
 
 
 

 

WHO? 
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He stayed in Ireland for a period of time. Upon returning 
to Australia - despite the word that he was going to be 
shot, he survived with a smile.  
 
Meeting him 12 years later at the School of Survey - where as 
a Major, he had me stealing some buildings for the wood so 
he could construct a large pergola at the SMS (and a small 
one at my place). When the controlling DSU Major found 
me stripping one of his buildings, again Pat was looking 
at certain execution, and me a public whipping. No way 
he served coffee from a silver service and laid it on with 
his golden tongue and I worked on for another week. The 
DSU Major even donated a carpenter to assist with SMS 
pergola building. 
 
The Troop was a part of the 1 ATF HQ and a “Secret 
Area” for both I am very thankful. The baggy-arses like 
me had a very privileged existence in a world, where being 
an infantryman was far too close to some very dirty, 
dangerous work. Generally Surveyors were more likely 
to get into trouble than Draughtsman or Lithographers 
with the exception of the Lithographer Camera Operator 
who was often called upon to photograph some dirty 
jobs. 
 
I have read much on the how “we” were losing the war, 
however Paul Han in one of his books highlights the vast  
improvements in the life of  most within the province. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certainly by mid 1970, Highways and road travel. within our 
province, generally no longer required the level of protection 
that  they seemed  to require in mid 1969. That said, given 
the endemic corruption, I guess “winning” was always 
a very long shot, something like Afghanistan is now. 
 
Who would want to be a National Serviceman? 
 
Not I - that is for sure. Cabinet papers recently 
released show that National Service was introduced as the 
cheap option of sending a Task Force to Vietnam. The 
training dollar that was invested in us in RA Survey versus a 
National Service Infantryman, plus the “Secret” nature of 
our work, plus OC’s that never volunteered us meant 
that we were nearly always exempt from “Patrols”. In 
layman’s terms, we were never placed in a position 
where we were expected to shoot at someone, who wanted 
to shoot back. 
 
The work was generally more rewarding than that in 
Australia, most of it was instrumental in either improving 
the infrastructure of the country (i.e. surveying in all 
different types of projects) or in all probability saving 
Australian soldiers lives. We worked very closely with the 
Task Force Intelligence and Operations cells. 
 
 

From the bright bald head on the right, Rocky Camps (who is my neighbour) his wife Jan 
Camps, Hilary Patterson, General Peter Cosgrove, John Bullen, Ken and Kerry Lyons and 
hidden on the right Dick and Mary Barwald, with Lloyd in the foreground. 
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Enough of the history, I applied for a grant from DVA 
and we were given $950. We really did not qualify under 
the current rules, but because we had never had a reunion - 
hence never had a grant, we were given a once off 
payment. The grant enabled deposits to be easily meet and 
table bits and pieces, such as candles and placemats to 
be attainable, without penny pinching. As a “top up”, 
Bob Scaddan (Litho Draughtsman, Troop, Regt and SMS) 
gave us a poster to raffle. The “icing on the cake” was 
moving the breakfast, from the Twin Towns RSL to the Surf 
Club, which gave unexpected savings. 
 
The format was traditional, but with very short 
speeches as the emphasis was on meeting, 
remembering when, catching up and the where are you now.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were blessed that three of our OC’s could attend. All 
thankfully well and truly have all their “marbles”. They 
were able to make great contributions to the Reunion.  
 
Bob Skitch was the most noticeably absent OC.  He and 
Wendy had scored some super cheap airline tickets that 
enabled them to visit children overseas.  However he 
certainly made up for his absence with his contribution to 
the Booklet that the OC’s prov ided: see 
REUNION DVD / Book let Fo lder , the input  
for  and background information for my reference. 
 

Having the reunion so far from my home base in 
Wodonga, meant that I had to drive to Tweed, with a 
fully loaded car. I had framed posters, 80 wine glasses, 
menus, candle holders and other goodies. I chose to go via 
John and Bev Walker in Young, a road side stop outside 
Goondiwindi and to meet up with Max Neil in 
Toowoomba. At least I would have, if Max knew how to 
use a mobile phone!! From there it was onto John and 
Cheryl Hooks before hitting the “Tweed”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Rod Offer - Retired, Ex Prison Officer. 
Lots of hair, when most have lost theirs!!  
 

Karen and Eric Sorenson from WA - not changed 
from when we chased quokas at Rottnest. 
 

Colin Laybutt - 
looking good in 
retirement. 

Graeme and Pauline Birrell - down from Townsville 
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By the time I arrived, I had 4 days before the reunion started, 
plenty of time to setup.  
 
Twin Towns maybe very commercial but they are very 
professional, our Reunion was one of four. Problems 
were resolved without argument, the downside was 
the distances involved in getting anywhere within the 
place. Twin Towns is bloody enormous it has zillions of 
rooms spread over about 4 acres, the gym is needed for 
the fitness of guests. 
 
How to pay respects to former Troop Members, who 
have passed away, was solved by Bob McMillian Kay. 
Bob suggested that we have a lighted candle for each 
member on the tables. At the appropriate time, the 
Function Room lights were turned down, so that the 
room was substantially dimmed. As the names were 
read out, a candle was extinguished for each name.  It 
provided a moving tribute, as the room gradually 
darkened. 
 
Those that have passed away (that we know of) are 
listed, with their age in brackets - in today’s tense; 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The evening went like clockwork and the buffet lunch 
the next day at the Surf Club was perhaps even better - 
with people mingling, and literally talking their heads off. 
I heard of two spouses who were worried about the 
reunion being “a blokes affair” who were very 
pleasantly surprised at the comradeship and gentlemanly 
manner of attendees, as I said before 30+ years 
makes a hell  o f a difference. 
 

WHO ARE THEY ? 
1 - Graeme Birrell and Paul Faithful. 
2 - Noddy Gilbert. 
3 - Tom Sawyer. 
4 - Col Laybutt. 
5 - Brian Knight. 
6 - Geoff White and Terry Linz. 
7 - Ken Lyons. 
8 - Gordon Haswell and Barry Parker. 
9 - Kerry Gallagher. 
10 - George Graham. 
11 - Dave King. 
12 - Peter Aukstinitis. 
13 - Derick Chambers. 
14 - Paul Anderson and Flavio Forcucci. 
15 - Ray Lawson. 
16 - Trevor Marsh. 
17 - Bob Skitch. 
18 - Peter Rossiter. 
19 - Garren Hill. 
20 - Nui Dat House Warming in Oct 66. 
        L- R: Snow Rollston, Dave Christie, Stan Johns, 
        Ken Slater, Bob Skitch, ? , Dennis Duquemin, 
        DLoc Bty svys (3). Seated: Brian  Firns, 
        Alan Carew, Boots Campbell, D Loc Bty svy. 
21 - Stan Brown. 
22- John Walker and John Whitburn 
23 - John McCullock. 
24 - Stan Campbell. 
25 - Trevor Marsh and Peter Dew. 
26 - Ted Morris and Robert “Spike” Jones. 
27 - Boots Campbell. 
28 - Dave Christie. 
 
Sorry if some are wrong but it is my best guess, as some 
Members I have never met. Attendees have been sent, 
where I have addresses, a DVD (computer operated) 
coverage of the reunion. 
 

 
 Ian CAMPBELL (63), 
 Alan CAREW (73), 
 Derek CHAMBERS (63), 
 Dave CHRISTIE (79), 
 Eric CLUTTERBUCK (84), 
 Don COCKER (73), 
 Peter CONSTANTINE (85), 
 Peter DEW (69), 
 Rod GILBERT (61), 
 Ivor HASTINGS (73), 
 Robert JONES (76), 
 Hans KRAMER (77), 
 Ross McMILLAN (69), 
 Alex LAING (70), 
 Ray LAWSON (63), 
 Doug McCALLAN (61), 
 Ed MORRIS (84), 
 Rob ROLLSTON(82), 
 Paddy STRUNKS (72), 
 Ian WARK (61). 
 

Yours, 
Lloyd Patterson 
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     Troop Souvenir Map – Produced in Apr 1967.  
 

              Nominal Roll / Map of Vietnam overprinted onto a 1:5000 Topographic Map, 
                  Detachment, First Topographic Survey Troop.       
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      SURVEY VIETNAM REUNION - August 2009 
 

        by John Willis. 
 
An email received from Lloyd Patterson and forwarded by Brian Mead in 
November 2008, triggered a strange response in me. Strange - in that I felt left out. 
The email was an invitation for RASVY Vietnam Vets to attend a REUNION in 
Coolangatta  /  Tweed Heads in August 2009. I firmly believed that such a 
REUNION was long overdue and the invitation was restricted, quite rightly, to 
Vietnam RASVY Vets.  Although somewhat disappointed at not meeting the 
attendance criteria, personal health issues took a more prominent position in my 
life and I gave no further thought to the reunion. 
 
On the 16 April 2009 the invitation list was expanded to include all previous Ex 
RASVY personnel in which I could now be included. I had previously been a 
member of B Section, I Topographical Survey Troop (from which A Section 
Vietnam personnel replacements were to be selected) based at Randwick Barracks, 
Randwick, Sydney, N.S.W. from June 1968 until discharge from service February 
1970. I was elated that I now could attend. By 20 April 2009 airline, 
accommodation and reunion monies had been arranged and paid for. 
 
To explain my wish to attend the REUNION. 
 
 In July of 1965, I was called up to spend the two year compulsory National 
Service in the Australian Army. Due to study commitments for the next 3 years I 
did not commence my National Service training at Puckapunyal until February 
1968. That introduction to Army life was followed by Corps training at the School 
of Military Survey at Bonegilla in Victoria. 
 
The conundrum for the School hierarchy, (that included the late SI: Major Hugh 
Taylor, the late Instructor Captain Alex Laing and the late SSM WO1 Keith 
“Acky” Barber) - was what to do with a Licensed Surveyor (granted October 1967) 
with an Associateship (Degree) in Land Surveying (granted February 1966), who 
was now a Sapper in RASVY?  
 
Good one!   Easy to fix!  
 

                                  Send him to Vietnam !! 
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So I duly reported to Randwick Barracks in June 1968 as a fledgling member of B 
Section ready and willing to serve in Vietnam. Such are the exigencies of the 
Service I was posted to the Northern Territory, Queensland and Papua New Guinea 
with extensive mapping control surveys in New South Wales but no posting to 
Vietnam. 
 
My term as a National Serviceman ended in February 1970 with discharge at 
Karrakatta in Western Australia “having completed the prescribed period of 
Service in the ARAS (NS)”. 
 
 

The REUNION. 
 
 
The flight from Perth to Sydney left the chaotic Perth Terminal at 5.45 am with a 
connecting flight, Sydney to Coolangatta leaving Sydney at 1.40 pm Thursday 13 
August 2009. Self seat allocation was a first for me. Not too bad as that only took 5 
minutes. But 1.5 hours to lodge luggage was not a good experience. 
 

Having never visited 
Coolangatta / Tweed Heads 
before, the metropolis, split by 
the Queensland / New South 
Wales Border was a pleasant 
surprise. Clubs, clubs and more 
clubs. Pokies, pokies and more 
pokies. Grey nomads, retirees 
and friendly, smiling faces. An 
oasis of pleasantry - in a world 
of tension and distrust.  
 
 

Entrance: Outrigger Twin Towers Resort. 

 
My time before the reunion on Saturday 15, was spent sight seeing - by walking; 
now in New South Wales; now in Queensland. Two states for the price of one. 
What a bargain! The accommodation at the Outrigger Twin Towers Resort was 
laid back, courteous and delightful.  
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           WA Attendees: Barry Parker and John Willis chat, during pre - dinner drinks. 
 
The dinner on the Saturday night was held at Twin Towns Services Club in the 
Champions Room as a semi formal affair with awarded medal miniatures worn. 
Never before have I seen so many Ex Survey personnel adorned by well earned 
awards.  
 
Not being a Vietnam Vet did not pose any awkward moments as quite a number of 
the Vets I had served with in NSW, NT, QLD and Papua New Guinea. Fortunately, 
after 41 years, I recognized quite a number of people including: Alex Cairney, Stan 
Campbell, David Collins, Clive Craddon, John Hook, Ken Lyons, Peter Rossiter, 
Stan Stevens and John Whitburn. 
 
Peter Cosgrove was the Guest Speaker. He praised RASVY for its efforts in 
Vietnam and talked of his personal contact with A Section personnel through his 
posting to the Australian HQ. The dinner itself was one that could be expected for 
such an occasion given the limitation on budgetary constraints – imposed, in order 
to meet everyone’s hip pockets and to not deter attendance to the REUNION.  
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The highlight of the dinner was the respectful and very moving tribute to those 
Vets who have died since service in Vietnam. As each name was called a 
correspondingly named candle was extinguished.  
 
Those present had the opportunity to purchase a signed copy of the recent 
publications, written by Peter Cosgrove and John Bullen.  
 

 
My Story . -  by General Peter Cosgrove. 

This book takes the reader behind the scenes: Cosgrove as a young military 
recruit at Duntroon, his early duty in Malaysia and Vietnam, where he won the 
military cross and, most famously, his time in East Timor. 

 
 

 
 

 
Captain Bullen's War: The Vietnam War Diary of Captain John 
Bullen. 
 
Strewn with wonderful character sketches and hilarious anecdotes, CAPTAIN 
BULLEN′S WAR is more than just one man′s insightful account of the absurdity 
of war. He perceives with unsparing   clarity the nature and enormity of the 
conflict around him. A thoughtful, decent man, Bullen′s is a voice of sanity in a 
world gone mad.  

 
 

Farewell Luncheon 
 
 
On Sunday 16 August 2009 a recuperating farewell luncheon was held at the 
Greenmount Beach Surf lifesaving Complex. The lunch also provided the 
opportunity to meet and greet those people missed at the previous night’s dinner. 
The venue was excellent with range of food laid out - impressive. Not too bad for a 
Surf Club (and again the pokies). 
 
I left the luncheon in the knowledge that my NS had not been in vain or, indeed, 
wasted. That the RASVY Vietnam Vets are highly respected and well thought of 
by all who came in contact with them in Vietnam. Truly a great achievement to be 
remembered so after 41 years. 
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   “Lest We Forget” 
 
        by Harry Wood 
 
 

             Nevis ‘Nev’ Cherry worked as a commercial artist, prior to his Service in WW2. 
 

 
“I found this copy of Nevis Cherry’s drawing in 
my Mum’s Autograph Book, whilst looking 
through her personal effects.  Mum passed away 
at 92 years of age. I guess you can make what 
you will of the comment from Nev. I would like 
to think that Mum was a “good” girly, but hey! - 
you never know. 
 
Mum’s maiden name was Florence Appleton and 
she originally enlisted as a cook, during WW2. 
She was apparently too short to reach up to all 
the “pots and pans”. As a result she was 
seconded to the Nursing Corps and was working 
in an administration role in St Georges Terrace. 
Up until about 10 years ago, Flo would march 
with “her girls” on Anzac Day. In the years of 
late, she attended via the veteran’s cars, 
thoroughly enjoyed the Day and the “catch up” 
with her mates.” 

           WX41103 Cpl Florence Appleton.  
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A check of the WW2 Nominal Roll confirms Flo’s 
Service in the Australian Army Medical Womens 
Services.  
 

• Name: WX41103 Cpl Florence Appleton. 
• Enlistment: 10th May 1942. 
• Locality on Enlistment: Mount Hawthorn, WA 
• Place of Enlistment: Perth, WA 
• Discharge: 7th September 1945 

 
Florence (née Appleton) Wood is pictured proudly 
wearing   her WW2 Service Medals, together with those of 
her husband Ken Wood. WX2453 Harold Kenneth Wood 
served with the 2/11 Battalion, AIF in the Middle East 
and was captured as a P.O.W on the Island of Crete. Ken 
and Florence Wood’s grandson – Jake Wood, is a serving 
member of the Karrakatta based: 13 Fd  Sqn, RAE. 

     Anzac Day.                     
 
 
Editor’s Comment: 
 
The late Nevis ‘Nev’ Cherry is well remembered as a stalwart of the WW2 4 Fd Svy Coy - OLD 
COMRADES Association and then as an inaugural Member of the new official RA Svy Association for 
WA – formed in 1986. Prior to his enlistment in 1941, Nev worked as a commercial artist in civilian life. 
Therefore he was deemed suitable for training / employment in photogrammetry, map compilation and 
fair drawing and was allocated to 4 Fd Svy Coy, Karrakatta. He remained there for two years. 
 

In Jan 1943, SGT Nevis Cherry was transferred to No 4 Mobile 
Drawing Section (based at Moora, WA) that was attached to 
General Gordon Bennett’s 3rd Aust. Corps. The wartime strategy 
was to defend Western Australia against anticipated Japanese 
landings – possibly along Eighty Mile Beach, near Broome. 
Nev’s Section was detached to map waterholes, wells, aboriginal 
gnamma holes (concealed wells) in the Murchison River Region, 
the Gibson Desert as well as the Great Sandy Desert in the far 
north of Western Australia.  
 
By the end of 1944 the threat of a Japanese invasion had passed. 
In early 1945, Sgt Cherry was transferred to 3 Fd Svy Coy that 
was based at Tolga, North Queensland. The War finished before 
he could take up his next posting on Morotai, Moluccas Islands. 
Nev was discharged in Perth on the 13th December 1945. 
  
WX 31877 Sgt Nevis Cherry – Moora, 1943. 
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 “B...s and Teaspoon”  
 
 
            The problems of surviving the Army with your sanity intact. 
 

            by Howard Jones 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘B...s’ and ‘Teaspoon’ are real people, friends of mine in the service, probably friends of quite a 
few people if the truth be told. Both saw Vietnam service and both moved on to RA Svy. They 
were told that they’d done their bit and didn’t have to go to war again, while in the service.  
 
‘B...s’ was, probably still is, one of the nicest most well adjusted unassuming person you could 
ever meet. If it wasn’t for the chest full of medals you would have absolutely no idea that he was 
even in the Army or that he’d ever seen combat. 
 
‘Teaspoon’ had a very similar history and chest of medals but he came back a wreck. ‘Teaspoon’ 
was very honest about his problems readjusting, try as he might he could not rationalise the 
problems and they would not go away. Every so often he would take his head full of demons and 
an old .22 rifle, a pocket full of ammo and go into the scrub and shoot the shit out of the rabbits, 
then he’d wing one, stand on it to make it squeal blue murder, then he’d shoot the shit out of the 
foxes the squealing bought running. After that he’d put the .22 away and be a normal sane person 
again for a few months. It wouldn’t last though and eventually the old .22 and the head full of 
demons would have to head off into the scrub again. 
 
 
For 30 years I’ve wondered what made them so different. 
 
Now I think I understand why. 
 
 

Mr Mead has been at me for ages to write something. I’ve asked 
him if he knows what he is in for and like a sap he has replied 
‘yes’ every time. Silly bugger. ( I did warn you Mr Mead but it is 
a story that needs to be told.) 
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The understanding came slowly during my stint as a nursing student at uni. My time at uni is 
worthy of a story but that will have to come another day. Suffice it to say that what I’m writing 
here is a hypothesis. If you want to use it on yourself, make your own judgement about it, if you 
want to use it on someone else make sure you run this past their psychiatrist first. I’ll warn you 
though that on university book shelves when the answer to a problem is known there are a few 
definitive books, when the answer is not known there are a huge number of books. Psychiatry 
has one of the biggest book shelves in the library. 
 
The reason why I think that this is worthy of the writing is that the army is littered with people 
like ‘Teaspoon’. The reassuring thing is that they nearly always can be fixed, but the problem is 
that they have to fix themselves. Nobody can actually fix another person, others can help, but as 
such the actual fixing has to be done by the person themselves. It can be done though. 
 
To understand the cause of the problem we need to understand a little bit about how our head 
works. In simple terms we have two parts to our thinking. The thinking that we are aware of 
occurs in the front of our head. The visual image you have of what you are reading and your 
thoughts about it are conscious thoughts. Pause a moment and scratch your nose. To move your 
finger away from the keyboard up to your nose and then to do the scratching requires an amazing 
number of muscles to be tensed and relaxed and yet you never gave it a thought. What happens is 
that the back part of your head did all that work without you being aware of it. It is called your 
subconscious. What it does is sit in the background running your body and scanning the 
situations around you for threats.  
 
Have you ever gone out in the kitchen to make a cup of tea and returned with a cup of coffee? 
Lots of us have. What has occurred there is that you initiated an action that you’d done many 
times. The action initiated in your conscious and was carried out by your subconscious, and it 
stuffed up. Similar things in aviation are actually the cause of a lot of aviation accidents so the 
industry has more than the usual awareness of this occurring. 
 
Ok so we have a conscious part of our head that we are aware of and a subconscious part that we 
aren’t aware of. 
 
If you’ve ever watched a hypnotist, the routine with the swinging shiny watch is done to occupy 
the conscious and bring it to a standstill. The hypnotist is then able to communicate directly with 
your subconscious. All the stage antics you see is your subconscious in operation. You can see 
that the subconscious is capable of some amazing things, but it has its limits. What your 
subconscious does when it isn’t running your body is scan the area of your vision, particularly 
the periphery, to prepare you for threats. I can still remember coming to a screaming halt in 
traffic one day, then looking around to see that I had stopped at a green light. I wondered why I’d 
had the sudden overwhelming urge to do that and looked around. At that instant a brown Volvo 
went screaming straight through the red light just inches off the front of the car. I’m sure that my 
subconscious had noticed the Volvo and worked out that we were going to collide, because 
consciously I had no awareness at all of the threat. 
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The other thing that we get from our subconscious occurs when we are asleep. The subconscious 
has full use of our sleeping faculties and often runs ‘what if’ scenarios through the circuitry of 
our brains. If we wake during them we become consciously aware of the brain activity. We call 
this a dream. These ‘what if’ scenarios are more prevalent when our subconscious feels that we 
are threatened. The dreams are repeated attempts by the subconscious to work out how to handle 
the situation successfully. I will come back to another aspect of this in a moment because it is the 
key to healing. 
 
 
Let us go back to ‘B...s and Teaspoon’.  
 
 
‘B...s’ was the product of his upbringing. In all likelihood he had a pretty normal physiology. 
Whatever occurred during his prior life prepared him well for the rigours of combat in Vietnam. 
He would have found things threatening at times but had inner strengths that he could draw on to 
survive the situations. 
 
There may have been nothing wrong with ‘Teaspoon’s upbringing’, it may be differences in the 
makeup of the various parts in his head, we may never know, but whatever it was ‘Teaspoon’ 
was plagued by his demons. Likely these were recurring nightmares about threatening combat 
situations. Whenever ‘Teaspoon’ went to sleep his subconscious ran the threatening scenarios 
through his brain circuitry trying to work out how best to survive them. The problem is that the 
subconscious has limits to the intellect it applies and these ‘what if’ scenarios may never cease 
being played even long after the threatening situation is long gone. 
 
One of the great strengths of our subconscious is that it does its own thing quietly in the 
background and doesn’t require much conscious thought of us. The problem is that sometimes it 
isn’t doing its thing quietly in the background and we have not much control of it. 
 
Often when you have a dream it is as though the subconscious is asking the conscious part of the 
head for advice. You won’t be too aware of this because you are asleep.  
 
Picture it as two guys looking at a whiteboard. At the end of the dream the subconscious looks at 
the whiteboard to see what comments have been written by the sleeping conscious. This period 
of contemplation may last a minute or so but not much longer. It is at this point that ‘Teaspoon’ 
could get control of his demons, his subconscious’s playing of ‘what if’ scenarios.  
 
You only need to consciously think something like “this will never happen to me again, I am not 
actually being threatened now, I don’t need an answer here, stop thinking about all this”. The 
subconscious may not believe this immediately and the dreams will reoccur, but if ‘Teaspoon’  
has these same conscious thoughts every time he is aware of the dream occurring eventually his 
subconscious will heed the message and stop running the ‘what if’ scenarios through the circuitry 
of his brain. When that happens his demons vanish.   
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The trouble is that a lot of guys like ‘Teaspoon’ who have these debilitating demons, have no 
real awareness of how their head is working and thus never realise how they can conquer their 
demons. Some of these guys go to their grave with a never ending running of the ‘what if’ 
scenarios. Sadly some take their lives as an escape. The key to the cure is the thoughts you 
consciously have at the moment you become aware of the dream. Master that and you have it 
licked. 
 
I have no idea where ‘Teaspoon’ is these days. I haven’t seen him since 1976. Hopefully 
‘Teaspoon’ and the guys like him will read this and put it into practise. From personal experience 
I can assure you that it works if you just have one demon. If you are plagued by lots of demons 
just knock them down one at a time and they should eventually disappear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Editor’s Comment: 
 
‘B...s and Teaspoon’ are to remain anonymous. 
 
 Howard’s Article relates his experience and thoughts about soldiers suffering 
from ‘post traumatic stress disorder’. A comparison is presented in the 
discussion of ‘B...s and Teaspoon’ individual psychological makeup. He 
explains the workings of both the conscious and sub conscious parts of the 
brain. His concern is for veteran soldiers that seem to have untreated problems. 
History indicates that the recognition and treatment of the ‘disorder’  has been 
an Australian Defence Force problem over many decades. 
 
At this point in time – 30 years on – Howard is concerned about how life has 
unfolded for   “B...s and Teaspoon, both of whom he knew well. One would 
like to think that ‘Teaspoon’ has been able to put his demons to rest. 
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Current  Correspondence. 
 
Received: 
 

• Email from:  Mr Robert Thrower – Ex-Fortuna Association, Bendigo. 
Victoria. (19 Nov 09).  

 
At our Annual Meeting it was decided that the Ex Fo rtuna Survey Association would celebrate the 
95th Anniversary of the Survey Corps next year by h olding a reunion weekend run along the same 
lines as previous reunions.  
  
When:  
Fri 2nd July    Early arrivals drinks  
Sat 3rd July    Dinner  
Sun 4th July    BBQ  
  
We are still in the process of securing venues and finalising costs but all these details will be 
posted in our next newsletter in early February 201 0, however it would be most appreciated if all 
Associations could pass the info around in the mean time to allow people enough time to start 
planning their attendance. 
 
 

• Email from:  Helen Birch – Historian, Army Museum of WA (AMWA),  
(28 Aug 09).  

 
 
Hello Brian 

  
Thank you for your email.  I know of the R A Survey  Corps' occupancy of the Barracks but have 
very few details, although I have downloaded some a rticles from your newsletter.  The information 
and stories I am seeking concern not just the life at the Barracks but the activities within WA of 
the units. 
 
The deadline for this is a bit flexible.The history  I am producing will be fairly brief and that is du e 
to be completed by the end of this year and publish ed next year. At a later date, perhaps 3-4 years, 
a more comprehensive book will be written. The mate rial I am compiling on the Barracks will be 
retained in the Museum's archives and used when a n ew Barracks exhibition is prepared as part 
of the redevelopment of the Galleries, progressing through the next few years. 
 
Any stories, photos, documents of the WA Survey Sec tion's work in Western Australia during the 
period at the Barracks is first priority.  And, of course, the Museum is always interested in material  
concerning the service of Western Australians in th e Australian Army in all periods, in Australia 
and overseas so any other relevant information woul d also be welcome. 
 
I can visit you or you can call at the Museum, what ever is most convenient. 

  
Regards 

  
Helen Birch  
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• Email  from:  Wayne Gardiner, Curator AMWA.  ( 12 N ov 09) 
 

Subject: RA Svy Display - WA Military Museum 
 
Thanks Brian, 
  
The AMWA is currently working with a professional m useum gallery installation firm in WA to 
produce a new "Post 1945 Gallery". 
  
The bulk of this will cover operations from the occ upation of Japan to Afghanistan. 
  
I have designed an area within this gallery to tell , albeit very much abbreviated, the story of ARA, 
CMF/ARES and Cadet units in WA from 1945. 
  
To that end I need a brief history on 5 Fd Svy Surv ey in WA. You could also send some images in 
case I have the space to show them together with re levant insignia. The only info I have at the 
moment is the ANZAC Day notes from 2009. 
  
Cheers, 
Wayne Gardiner 
Curator AMWA 
0418 926 491 
 
 
 

• Email from:  Russell Wade, Advocate for Post 1975 - PNG Service 
Medal (17 Nov 09). 

 
Subject: Draft submission to Defence Honours & Awards Tribunal. 
 
Dear fellow candidates  
  
Attached is a draft submission, which builds on the  previous submission lodged on 13Nov08 and 
embeds the previous covering submission.  
  
Addressing of the terms of reference has largely be en done before, so I've flagged this in the 
Summary and kept it short.  
  
The Supporters List is not yet finalised, but I hav e a letter of support from the former Governor 
General, Major General Michael Jeffery, who was CO 2PIR pre 1975. 
  
I am aiming to post this submission on Friday 20 th Nov 09, complete with previous submissions as 
listed in the Contents page.  
 
Regards  
Russ  
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Current  Correspondence. 
 
Sent: 
 
 

• Email sent by Brian Mead (1 Dec 09). 
 
 

Subject: Research - Army Pilots in WA, during (1957 – 1960). 

This email is a follow-up to my telephone conversation this morning with Col. Ross Harding (Rtd). 

 The research involves the support given by Army Pilots to RA Svy Operations in the Kimberley, during 
1957 - 1960.   

• The OC of WA Field Survey Section at this time was Major W Sprenger.  
• Considerable information is stored at the Australian National Archives in Perth - East Victoria 

Park.  
• Specific items of interest involve the dates / times of the Army Pilots involvement. 

I expect to be able to make further contact by email in early 2010, once I again visit  ANA - East Victoria 
Park. 
Previously I have sighted records from this period and signed by Major Springer. 
I will utilise my digital camera in copying "reports" that I feel may be of interest and forward images as 
email attachments. 
  
regards, 
  
Brian Mead. 
 

  

 
 
 
 


