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                                 FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 
 

 
As we go to press approaching the end of 2008 and preparing for the Festive Season, 
there are several items of interest to bring you up-to-date with. 
 
On 6-7 September, a ‘Farewell to Fortuna’ weekend was held in Bendigo. On Saturday 
6th, a dinner dance was held at “Fortunes” located at the All Seasons International. 
Unfortunately, the Dinner was oversubscribed by the time I was sure of being able to 
attend. Although I missed the Dinner, I was lucky enough to acquire a ticket to an Open 
Day and BBQ lunch that was held within the grounds of Fortuna, on the following day - 
Sunday 7th September.  Several hundred former members and their families were in 
attendance.  As always, it was great to catch up with many old friends, mostly ageing 
with gracious demeanour.  Whilst not many West Australians were there, several 
former members of 5 Fd Svy Sqn were seen enjoying themselves with a coldie or two.  
 

 

The National Association Meeting at Fortuna. 
 
       L-R:  Bob Skitch (Chair), Ross Smithwick (Qld), Alex Munro (SA), Gary Warnest (Ex –Fortuna), 
                 Fred Brown (WA), Alex Cairney (Qld), Ian Miller (Canberra), Don Swiney (Ex-Fortuna). 
 
 



          Issue No 31           WESTLINK         12th December 2008           Page - 4 

Prior to the commencement of the barbecue, a meeting of representatives from the 
various state associations was chaired by Bob Skitch for the purpose of considering the 
establishment on an RASVY National Association.  The notion of a national 
association was well received and supported, and will be further considered during 
2009.  
 
Sadly, we have lost another of our senior members with the passing of Eric Brook.  Eric 
was an inaugural member of our Association and a very significant and prominent 
member of the surveying industry in Western Australia for many years.  An obituary on 
Eric has been prepared by John Willis and is published in this edition.  Eric was always 
an excellent attendee at functions and a strong supporter of our Association.  We all 
wish the Brook family all the best for the Festive Season and hope that they are 
recovering from their loss. 
 
We also offer our condolences to our Vice President Mike Venn and his family.  
Mike’s father, Peter, passed away recently following a period of ill health. Over the 
years, quite a few of our members had met Peter, and enjoyed his company.  On Anzac 
Day in 2004, Peter marched with our Association.  He was a veteran of World War II, 
serving in PNG with the RAAF and a prominent member of the RSL in Victoria - being 
awarded an MBE in 1976 for his Service to the RSL. His funeral was very well 
attended including the presence of the current President of the Victorian RSL Major 
General David McLachlan AO and former National RSL President Bruce Ruxton.  
 
Concurrence is being sought from the Government of PNG for a memorial to 
commemorate the contribution that RA Svy Corps personnel played in the mapping of 
their country.  It is proposed that the memorial will be placed at Koki Remembrance Park, 
with the plinth on which the plaque would be mounted, provided locally. Anzac Day 2009 has 
been suggested as a possible Dedication Day. Your Committee approved a donation of 
$250 towards the total cost of the memorial. Personal donations of $50 were also made 
by two of our members, Hon Sec Brian Mead and John Willis.  Well done Gents, your 
donations were gratefully received. 
 
Hon Sec Brian has suggested that I give you an update with my military activities.  
Since the completion of the Papal Visit related OP TESTAMENT in August, I have 
been doing ArmySAFE OHS Systems Audits in Sydney and Darwin.  In between those 
audits, I have been working for Land Warfare Development Centre at Leeuwin 
Barracks. Also working at LWDC is former RASVY and now RAE Major Peter Jones, 
who earlier in his career had served with 5 Fd Svy Sqn. 
 
As we have not had a Festive Season Function for some time, I wish to extend an 
invitation to all members and their families to join me at my place in Mandurah for a 
barbecue on Sunday 4 January. If you have not yet experienced the 130km/hr 
‘Mandurah Express’, then this is your chance. 
 
Although the railway station is about 5km from my place, there is a free bus service 
into Mandurah CBD, less than 1km away.  Call me and I will come and pick you up 
from town.  Sorry, but I cannot guarantee you the trip back.  For anyone coming on the 
train, a family ticket is $8 for the whole Sunday on all TransPerth services.  If you are 
60 plus years of age, travel on Sunday is free!!  
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It will basically be BYO meat and drinks.  Salads and nibbleys will be provided. Please 
inform me of your intention to attend by ringing me on 0408 030477, or email to 
fredbrown123@hotmail.com .  My address is Unit 2 Piccolo Place, Halls Head, just 
over the old bridge from Mandurah and turn left and proceed about 300m down Old 
Coast Road. 
 
On behalf of your Committee, I extend to all members and your families best wishes 
for the Festive Season, and good health for 2009 and beyond. 
 
Finally, I wish to acknowledge the time and effort that our Hon Sec Brian puts into this 
Association.  Brian manages the Association’s finances, solicits the content for and 
edits this publication.  He is our contact with the other state RASVY associations and 
the RAE Association in this state, and represents us in various informal forums that 
arise or evolve from time to time.  
 
On behalf of all the members.....  WELL DONE AND THANKYOU BRIAN!!  

 
 
Fred Brown    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

    YOUR COMMITTEE 2008 – 2009 
  
 
 President:  Fred Brown 
    Phone: (MOB) 0408 030 477  
 
 Vice President: Mike VENN 
    Phone:  Home (08) 9448 0407 
 
 Secretary/Treasurer: Brian MEAD 
 Westlink Editor: Phone:  Home (08) 9409 8292   
    Email:   brianmead@aapt.net.au 
 
 Committee Member: Brian FIRNS,  

Phone:  (MOB) 0427 888 445 
 

Committee Member: Kim JOHNSTONE. 
Phone:  Home (08) 9408 1353 

 



          Issue No 31           WESTLINK         12th December 2008           Page - 6 

Our Front Cover  
 

Our Front Cover contains a photo of Mr Angus “Gus” Matheson Bottrill OAM, being 
congratulated by His Excellency Dr Ken Michael AC, Governor of Western Australia. 
Gus was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in the General Division 
for service to the Indigenous community, particularly through research and assistance 
with land title claims.  
 
Gus is pictured wearing his RA Svy Corps Tie and Service Ribbon Bar from his WW2 
AIF Service Postings to No. 4 Fd Svy Coy and to 2/1 Aust Army Topo Fd Svy Coy. An 
article containing part of Gus’s autobiography is included in this Issue. 

 
 

     FROM THE EDITOR  
 
 
Westlink Issue No. 31 is the second publication for the year – 2008, of our WA 
Association Magazine. Copies of Westlink will be made available in both digital 
(*.pdf) form and as a hard copy printout. Members may also wish to check the web site: 
www.rasurvey.org.  
 
A significant change for this Issue is the deletion of our Association Membership 
details, in line with Commonwealth Government “Individual Privacy” Legislation. 
Current Membership details are available from the WA Association Secretary – (H) 08 
9409 8292; email: brianmead@aapt.net.au . 
 
There is a very interesting collection of articles presented within this Issue of Westlink. 
 

• Congratulations to Angus “Gus” Matheson Bottrill OAM. Gus has allowed 
the publication of the details of his award citation, as well as access to the 
draft of his autobiography.  

 
• An Obituary for Eric Brook – has been prepared by John Willis. 
 
• Masbate Island Gold Mine, Philippines – from Garry and Zoë Ames. 
 
• With the observance last month, of the 90th Anniversary of Armistice Day on 

the 11th November 2008, Chris Dixon’s well researched article about 
the experiences of his grandfather and two of his brothers during WW1, is 
certainly most appropriate. 

  
• My thanks to regular contributors: Jo Mazzarol, Terry Linz and Noel Sproles. 

 
 
My best wishes and thanks to the Clutterbuck Families for their kind words, regarding 
Westlink Issue No.30. 

 
Brian Mead  
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Angus Matheson Bottrill   OAM 
 

 
On Tues 12 September 2008, Mr Angus “Gus” Bottrill was awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia in the General Division, within the Australian Honours System.  
 
The citation reads as follows: 
 
“For Service to the Indigenous Community, particularly through research 
 and assistance with land title claims.” 

 
 
Gus Bottrill’s personal guests at the Government House Award Ceremony included; 
 

• His sister Kerry Tillinger, her husband Steven and daughter Ilona Waterman. 
• Former Lawyer (ALS) - Barrister Allan Newton and Mrs Claire Newton. 
• Retired Judge Rodney Greaves and Mrs Sandra Greaves.  

 

 
     Gus Bottrill is pictured with Mrs Sandra Greaves, enjoying some refreshments at the Post- Award 
     Function - the venue being “The Ballroom”, at Government House, Perth.  
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In Gus’s own words: 
 
 
“I was surprised to receive notification from the Governor General’s office that I was 
being considered for the OAM. One of the officials of the Kimberley Land Council once 
remarked to me, “You deserve a medal”. I suspect that I was nominated for the award 
by historians and lawyers working on land claims, as few others would have known the 
details in the citation. I felt deeply honoured that colleagues and clients had gone so 
far, to show their appreciation. In addition, the fact that the authorities recognized 
voluntary efforts in assisting aboriginal communities, - merited recognition, as being 
worthy of such distinction”. 
 
 
 
 
The details of Gus’s Service to the Indigenous Community are detailed below: 
 
 

• Currently assists local indigenous communities establish leasehold Titles to land including 
Barrell Wall Community lease and Broome Airport Reserve.  

 
• Court Officer, Aboriginal Legal Service (ALS). 

� Broome 1977-1982. 
� Geraldton 1982. 
� Laverton 1982-1984. 
� Advocate for Indigenous people in the Kimberley Region. 

 
• Special Projects Officer, (ALS) 1984-1985. 

� Researched material on atomic tests at Maralinga. 
� Assisted the Principal Legal Officer, reference the State Government Land 

Enquiry. 
 

• Retired 1985. Assisted the State Government with the Mission Lands Research Project 1985-
1986. 

 
• Conducted Research for the Kimberley Land Council in respect of: 

� Moola Bulla Aboriginal Settlement 1989. 
� High Court of Australia – Wororra People vs. the State of Western Australia 

1994. 
� Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Submission 1996. 
� Bardi / Jowi Native Title Claim 1996. 
� Oobagooma Military Reserve Land Merit Assessment. 
� Nyigina Mangala Native Title Claim 1998. 
� Federal Court Wanjini Wunggurr Willigen Native Case 1999, 2002. 

 
• Conducted Research for Noongar Land Council in respect of Ngarla Karla Boodja and Wagyl 

Kyap land claims 1999. 
 

• Conducted Honorary Research for the Gold Fields Land Council in respect of the Wongatha and 
Nadju title case 2000. 
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   Gus Bottrill – His Life Story 
 

   Extracts from the draft of his auto-biography. 
 
 
Abstract: 
The working life of Gus Bottrill is a great story. From his enlistment 
into the Australian Army during WW2 as a teenager, his 30 year 
career as a patrol officer in Papua New Guinea and finally his work as 
a field officer with the Western Australian Aboriginal Legal Service.   
 
 
In 1941, I with Terry Murray and Ted Fitzgerald, my Christian Brothers College mates 
joined the air cadets. When we turned 18 they both joined the RAAF and were both 
later killed as air crew gunners in Europe. However my parents refused to give their 
written consent for me to join the RAAF or the AIF and I enlisted in the AMF in 
December 1942.  

 
After Infantry Training at Northam, I was sent to the Australian Survey School in 
Victoria. First at Burswood then at Darley Camp, Bacchus Marsh. At 19, I was allowed 
to join the AIF. At the Darley Camp there was a Dutch Intelligence School for 
Indonesians and I was able to learn some Malay from them. One particular soldier 
Johannes Rentor from Kei Island, South Moluccas became a close friend. He told me a 
lot about his island, his work in the then Dutch Papua as a Catholic catechist and his 
hopes for self government for the Moluccas – similar to that achieved by the 
Philippines prior to the War. 

 
After joining the AIF, I was then sent for further training to No. 4 Field Survey 
Company that was based at Karrakatta, in Western Australia. I was employed in field 
work – completing Triangulation at Dwellingup and at Galena. While at Galena I saw 
for the first time an aboriginal Camp and it left an indelible and disagreeable 
impression in my mind. Also the same situation was at Ajana, in 1943, at the terminal 

of the Northampton Railway. At the end of the railway line 
was a vermin proof fence and there were a number of lean-
tos of corrugated iron and other materials. The fence was 
the lean-tos support that sheltered several large aboriginal 
families. 
 
In 1944, I was then sent as a re-enforcement to the 2/1 
Aust Army Topo Survey Coy, which was then in New 
Guinea. However I did not join them, until the end of the 
year at Ravenshoe in the Atherton Tablelands, Qld. The 
Duke of Gloucester, then Governor General of Australia, 
inspected 1st Aust Corps, prior to their departure for the 
Borneo Campaign.  

 
WX36764 Spr  A. M. Bottrill - 1944.  
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The various units were drawn up in single file along the roadsides of the Atherton 
Tablelands. I was prepared to be critical of the Duke, but was astounded by his military 
bearing, meticulously speaking to every third or fourth man, when his aide and staff 
officers with him were puffed, red and untidy trying to keep up with him.  

 
The Unit, with the HQ of the 2/1 Aust Corps embarked on the USS General Buttner, a 
US  Navy Troop Transport ship, from Townsville. We proceeded to Moroptai via Lae, 
Madang, Hollandia and Biak. A submarine alert occurred and the ship went to full 
speed, leaving behind HMAS Swan - a slow gunboat escort.   On board we learned of 
the death of Roosevelt. At Morotai our Unit made maps of North Borneo and 
Balikpapen in preparation for the Australian Landings there.  

 
   Portion of the “The Far Eastern Theatre”- dated September 1938.  

 
Source: AWM. Official Histories – Second World War. Volume IV – The Japanese Threat. Chapter  3. 
 
When the war ended in September 1945, volunteers were sought for a Liberation 
Battalion to be formed to go to AMBON (annotated on map above) to disarm the 
numerous Japanese there. I volunteered and shortly sailed in a troopship (either the 
“Westralia” or the “Kanimbla”). At Ambon we were camped in the “Benteng” a pre-
war Dutch Barracks south of the town. We were received by the townspeople as heroes. 
They invited us to their houses in the daytime to partake of such things as cinnamon 
tea, fried sweet potato slices / sprinkled with palm sugar or fried bananas.  
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At night we were asked to parties, where gramophones were played outside houses and 
we danced in the sand. Later we drank “sageror or segero” – a palm wine. Constantly 
they sang the Doolan Song, to the tune of the wartime hit “A Rose in Her Hair ”: 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
They told the story – that Doolan was a driver in the Australian Army before the 
Japanese Landings, and his duties took him to the town. He became popular among all 
classes, went to the “Opera” – a sort of music hall, variety theatre. He participated in 
these shows and they contrasted his easy mixing with people, to the perceived 
arrogance (SOMBONG) of the Dutch. 
 
When the invasion came, the Dutch hardly put up any resistance. However Doolan was 
accredited with holding up the Japanese Force with a machine gun, near the town for a 
few days. His post was eventually overrun and he was killed. His body was left beside 
the road, but the Ambonese buried it there and placed flowers on the grave. They said 
that the Japanese exhumed him, but the people continued throughout the occupation to 
place flowers on the grave. His legend was an inspiration to the people’s resistance to 
the Japanese. It was unfortunate that the Australian Army Authorities allowed this 
legend to die and this valuable Australian link to the Ambonese was neglected.  
 
In early 1946, when the Australian Troops were withdrawn from Ambon, there was a 
remarkable demonstration from the people of Ambon. The Dutch Military had closed 
off the wharf area to the public, while we embarked. A crowd of several thousand 
pushed through the barriers and occupied the wharves and shouted and cried and sang 
as we pulled away. For the days preceding, we had been stopped by strangers in the 
streets who made it clear, that we should not leave them to the Dutch again. We could 
only say that our business was finished and we were going home. I was very young and 
impressionable, I guess, but I have never felt so moved by such a spontaneous farewell.  
 

                    
  “   “   “   “ Ditembak maDitembak maDitembak maDitembak mati la di pingir jalanti la di pingir jalanti la di pingir jalanti la di pingir jalan 

                Tempat kuburan dibawah pohon gandariaTempat kuburan dibawah pohon gandariaTempat kuburan dibawah pohon gandariaTempat kuburan dibawah pohon gandaria    
                Ibu Bapa dan anak Saudara ta’bisa dapat lihatIbu Bapa dan anak Saudara ta’bisa dapat lihatIbu Bapa dan anak Saudara ta’bisa dapat lihatIbu Bapa dan anak Saudara ta’bisa dapat lihat” ” ” ”     

 
     

        [An Australian named Doolan 
         was shot dead on the side of the road. 
        The place of burial under the Pacific almond tree 
        His mother, father, siblings cannot see.] 
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After Ambon, I was sent as a re-enforcement to the Engineers, carrying out post-war 
road re-construction, near Nonga in Rabaul. There in April 1946, I learned of my 
father’s death and as Rabaul Airport was closed, I returned to Sydney on the frigate 
HMAS Murchison. I was then flown home to Western Australia on a RAAF DC3, 
taking about 3 days. In May, I was hospitalized for malaria in Hollywood Hospital, 
Perth for three weeks. I was discharged from the Army about a month later, on 18 July 
1946. 
 
I applied for jobs in HM Customs and in the Papua New Guinea Provisional 
Administration as a patrol officer. I was accepted first by the latter and I went to attend 
the 5th Short Course at the Australian School of Pacific Administration. The School was 
founded during the War to train Army Officers for Military Administration – probably 
on the advice of Colonels Alf Conlon, John Kerr and J.K. Murray, advisers to the 
Australian Government Territories Minister Eddie Ward.  Following the War, the Short 
Course was converted into a civil course for the post war administration of Papua 
Guinea. 
 
When I arrived John Kerr (later Governor General of Australia) was the Principal. 
Other teaching staffs were; Vic Parkinson as the Registrar, the Hon Camilla 
Wedgewood was the Anthropology lecturer, Jack Mathies and Hal Wooton were the 
Law lecturers, the poet James Macauley was the lecturer in Government and John 
Reynolds was the Geography lecturer. Helen Shiels, later the wife of Captain Dave 
Fienberg MC, WW2 - Australian & New Guinea Administrative Unit, taught scientific 
method / logic. 
 
On successfully passing the Course, I proceeded to PNG as a probationary patrol 
officer, a couple of days after New Years Day 1947. A few days after I arrived, the 
Administrator J.K. Murray invited us all, some thirty or forty men - mainly ex-
servicemen, to drinks at Government House, Port Moresby. The single drink provided 
was one warm gin squash! After meeting us, he delivered a welcoming and advisory 
address. I remember clearly a part of his speech to the effect that we would be judged 
as successful in our job, if Independence was achieved before we reached the age - 
eligible for a pension …. My career by that measure was a success, as my job ended in 
1974 as Independence approached. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

“Gus Bottrill – His Life Story” 
 
    Further extracts from the draft of his auto-biography will appear in: 

          Westlink Issue 32. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Editors Comments:  

             The “Legend of Doolan” is worthy of further research / or investigation.  AWM …..?  
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Obituary:  
 

     Eric Brook  
 
 

  “My experiences - from 43 years ago.” 
 
       by 

             John Willis. 
 
 
 
Mr Brook (Eric) appeared in my life in February 1965 at the Wembley Technical 
College in Salvado Road, Wembley. At that time I was completing the third and final 
year of an Associateship in Land Surveying at Perth Technical College, at St George’s 
Terrace, Perth. To place this in context, the Western Australian Institute of Technology 
(WAIT and now Curtin University of Technology) located at Bentley, was under 
construction. However, it was sufficiently built for the attendance of first year 
Surveying students of 1965. 
 
My memory, of meeting Eric, does not conjure up any thoughts of gloom, nor doom. 
Rather, thoughts of final year angst, as this was the year of completion of three years of 
study of subjects, for which I was totally unprepared. Nothing that I had studied and 
passed at High School came close to final year survey units.  
 
Eric was my Lecturer/Instructor in two subjects that year; Surveying III and 
Professional Practice. From memory Surveying III involved bits of forestry, hydrology, 
astronomy, mining and engineering related survey and tacheometry (stadia surveying). 
Unfortunately for me Eric injected as much humour as a “dead dingo’s carcass” but did 
instil a sense of becoming part of an ancient profession set in modern times. How Eric 
imparted the intricacies of spherical trigonometry still amazes me. However, he did 
succeed. Remember, that hand held computers were non existent with calculations 
being made with the aid of a seven figure logarithm book. 
 
Professional Practice, as a subject, seemed to be out there with philosophy. One can 
read about it, study examples of professional behaviour but in the end, I believe, one 
can only follow the Bible adage of “do unto others as you would have done unto you” -    
that and any threat of litigation! To that end Eric always treated me and my fellow 
students with respect and courtesy. Eric lead by example and firmly believed a 
professional Surveyor should present well and always act in the clients’ best interest 
with honesty and integrity. Eric based his approach to this subject on personal 
experience and the various Acts of Parliament. Apart from part time 
lecturing/instructing Eric had established a successful private survey practice.  
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He also had an excellent working relationship with the Department of Lands and 
Surveys and the Surveyor General Mr. Harold Camm. Mr. Camm had sanctioned the 
placing of Departmental Cadet Surveyors with private survey firms; Eric’s survey firm 
was one. So, in May 1965 I, together with at least three other cadets, was “farmed out 
to Eric as “slave labour” but also to gain experience, not readily available within the 
Departmental work structure.  

 
According to my diary and for the period from 8 May to 30 may 1965 I, together with a 
consultant Civil Engineer worked in the Pilbara Region of WA based at Nimmingara 
(later the temporary mining town of Shay Gap) for the engineering firm of Halpern and 
Glick which was contracted by the Sentinel Mining Company. That Company was 
involved with an American mining magnate named Mr. Ludwig who had interests, not 
only in Australia, but also North and South America. Ludwig’s “claim to fame” was 
that he proposed the use of a nuclear blast - to create a shipping channel from deep 
ocean water to Cape Keraudren, north east from Port Hedland. This did not occur!! 
 
Eric had the contract to provide land based survey control for a ship offshore from Cape 
Keraudren (the Nelma II provided by the Kailis fishing group of Fremantle) to stay on 
the centreline of the proposed shipping channel. I provided the second theodolite 
control station. The master station was controlled by the consultant Civil Engineer. Eric 
must have been very busy as he stayed in Perth. This job also provided the basis of my 
final year Survey Thesis (read report) on the accuracies and exigencies of off shore 
control utilizing triangulation on a moving target( the Nelma II) coupled with a rise and 
fall in oceanic tides of approximately 7 metres. 
 
Eric was a thorough gentleman and always made it a point of saying hello when he 
called into the Department, at Corps dinners and Reunions and at the Institution of 
Surveyors dinners and Christmas functions.  

 
I always joked that Eric owed me 
compensation for the pain and suffering I 
underwent at Cape  Keraudren. I caught the 
dreaded “Barcoo Rot”, from flies infected 
by a hermit living at Cape Keraudren, on 
wounds to my hands and feet created by 
oyster encrusted rocks. He always 
responded that I looked OK so what was I 
worried about.  
 
Seriously, the profession has lost another 
“get down and get dirty” Surveyor. Read 
practical.  

                           John Willis. 
              Assoc in L S, L S, MIS, Lt (Rt.)                                                              

Editors Comment: 
WX31880 Capt Harold Camm and WX17950 Sgt Eric Brook served as Members 
of the Karrakatta based WW2 Unit - 4 Fd Svy Coy AIF. Both were employed in 
establishment of the Coastal Triangulation Control Network, as part of the 
Wartime Emergency Mapping Program, between Perth and Broome. 
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     Annual Re-Union Dinner – Sat 5th July 2008. 
  
                                                             by 

                   Brian Mead 
 

The Annual Reunion Dinner was 
held once again at the Victoria 
League Club in Shenton Park. A 
gathering of 25 enjoyed the silver 
service - three course meal, along 
with a selection of fine wines and 
cold beer.  After the main course, 
our Vice-President Mike Venn 
addressed the diners and initially 
read out a message from President 
Fred Brown, who was away 
working in Sydney on the Papal 
Visit related “OP TESTAMENT”. 
A long list of apologies was read 
out to those present, with the gist of 
most apologies relating to a 
summary of “Holiday Travel”!! 

 
 
Key points of Mike’s address included: 
 

• An acknowledgement of the attendance of Members of the Clutterbuck Family. 
 
• History  – No. 4 Aust Fd Svy Coy. Currently it is a “work in progress”. A first draft 

will be available in a few months. 
 
• RASVY Corps National Association. An introductory Meeting is to take place in 

Bendigo over the W/E 5/6 Sep 08. Fred Brown hopes to attend as our Representative. 
 Funding is available to cater for issues such as: 

o RA Svy Museum – establishment, management. 
o RA Web Site/s – Queensland and Ex-Fortuna. 
o Placement of a Memorial Plaque in PNG; & 
o Recognition for those that served in PNG post '75. 

 
• Anzac Day 2008. 

o Fred Brown laid our Association Wreath at the RAE – Karrakatta Dawn 
Service. 

o Banner Bearers provided by the RAAF Cadets. Our future intention is 
for the Cadets to become our Traditional Bearers. 

o Purple berets “appeared” for the first time in Perth. 
 
 
During the post dinner – chit chat, consensus was reached, after discussions with the Victoria 
League Club Management, that future Re-Union Dinners would be held around mid-day. 
 
“Sipping a glass of Swan River - Chardonnay, during the afternoon, has a certain appeal”!!
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Masbate Gold Mine, Philippines. 

from Garry Ames. 

Project Manager. P2324: Masbate Gold Project  
Leighton Contractors (Asia) Ltd – Philippine Branch. 

This is an overview of the Masbate Gold EPC Project in the Philippines. The Project 
after 13 months of negotiations from our initial Fixed Lump Sum Price (FLSP) bid in 
October 2006 was awarded to Leighton Contractors on the 5 November 2007. On 
award of the Project I was appointed to the position of Project Manager for the 
construction. 
 
The Project is to construct a Carbon in Leach (CIL) process plant capable of a through 
put (name plate) of 4m tons per year and associated infrastructure including 
construction of a 300man staff camp, 350man R&F camp, incoming raw water, tailings 
and decant pipelines. The current project work force is as of 1 November 2008: 141 
staff and 712 Rank & File (R&F) = 853 combined. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Philippines Locality Map – Manila and Masbate Island. 
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Technical Details of the Masbate Mining have been extracted from the Web Site:  

www.mining-technology.com/projects/cga-mining : as follows 

............................................................................................................................................. 

The project is on the island of Masbate, approximately 350km south of the Philippines 
capital, Manila. It is a greenfields site with established infrastructure including an 
airstrip, dedicated jetty, roads, accommodation, offices, clubhouse, workshops, assay 
laboratory and bunker fuel tanks, all of which require various degrees of rehabilitation. 

CGA acquired the mine in March 2007 and owns it indirectly through its 100% 
ownership of Philippine Gold Ltd, 40% of Filminera and 100% of Philippine Gold 
Processing & Refining Corp (PGPRC). The remaining 60% of Filminera is owned by a 
Philippines-registered company, Zoom Mineral Holdings Inc, in which CGA has a 40% 
interest. PGPRC will develop and own the process plant, and will be responsible for the 
sale of all gold. The existing infrastructure has allowed construction to start more 
quickly and with lower capital expenditure – US$92.8m – than for an equivalent 
greenfields site. As of 1 November 2008, the project was reported to be 8% ahead of 
schedule." 

Construction of the tailings 
dam began during the last 
quarter of 2007; CGA says 
open-pit mining is due to 
start in the second quarter of 
2008, the tailings dam is 
expected to be commissioned 
by the end of November 
2008 and commissioning of 
the mine plant should follow 
in January 2009. 

 

View of CIL Tanks and Plant 
Services Ponds – 19 Oct 2008. 

 

 

The Life  of the mine is quoted at 9.5 years, with a payback period of 6.8 years. 
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GEOLOGY  

The Masbate gold deposits are centered on a northwest-to-southeast mineralised 
volcanic belt, 5–7km wide, which is bounded by two northwest-trending fault zones, 
the Pinanaan Fault to the east and the Malubi-Lanang-Balete Fault to the west. The 
volcanic belt occurs along the western flank of an earlier diorite intrusive. Gold is 
associated with the volcanic belt while copper is reported to occur within the diorite 
intrusive. 

The principal host rock to the gold mineralisation is a fractured andesitic-dacitic, 
tuffaceous agglomerate. Mineralisation occurs in quartz veins within the agglomerate, 
and also within associated altered and quartz stockworked wall rocks and breccias. The 
gold is generally finely distributed, with a suggested grain size of 5–20 microns. 

RESERVES 

Probable reserves are 37.4Mt (1.65g/t), containing about 2Moz. These figures reflect a 
conversion rate of 63% of the total indicated resource estimate (excluding the low-
grade dumps) at the 0.7g/t cut-off. 

Indicated resources at Masbate are calculated at 59.3Mt (at 1.55g/t), containing 3Moz, 
and the inferred resources are 33.7Mt (at 1.63g/t), containing 1.8Moz. The resource 
includes 18.65Mt of low-grade stockpiles (at 0.61g/t, containing 0.4Moz). 

PRODUCTION  

Production is expected to start in the first quarter of 2009. Average annual gold 
production over the first eight years of the mine's life is forecast at 206,000oz plus 
silver credits at a cash operating cost of US$306/oz. 

The total material movement 
requirement averages 16.5Mt 
over the life of the mine, with 
a maximum of just over 
21Mt in year three and a 
minimum requirement of just 
under 12Mt in year five. To 
achieve this target the 
company says a peak mining 
fleet of three hydraulic 
excavators and 20 dump 
trucks will be needed. 
"Average annual gold 
production over the first eight 
years of the mine's life is 
forecast at 206,000oz."  
         View – Plant Milling Area - 26 Oct 2008 
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PROCESSING 

The process plant will be a conventional carbon-in-leach (CIL) type facility consisting 
of primary crushing, two-stage grinding, leaching, adsorption and thickening process 
stages; elution, electro winning and smelting gold recovery stages; and a cyanide 
detoxification stage treating process plant tails before disposal in a new tailings storage 
facility being built 3km from the plant.  

                                  View of MCC Building and Primary Crusher – 24 Oct 2008. 

The mine is being mined by Leighton Contractors (Philippines) Inc, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Leighton Holdings Ltd of Australia. CGA has a six-year agreement with 
Leighton that covers the supply of all mining and earth-moving equipment, 
maintenance and personnel to mine the ore and associated waste material. 

Power will be supplied by five Sulzer units to provide a 32MW capacity on site. 
They’ve been chosen for reasons of lower operating costs (due to the efficiencies of the 
equipment) and to retain ownership of power supply from the start of operations. In the 
longer term the company plans to build a coal-fired power station on the site. 
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Reclaim water recycled from the tailings storage facility will provide the bulk of the 
process plant water supply. When this is not available, raw water will be pumped from 
the existing Guinobatan River dam for general process use. Potable water will be drawn 
from existing and new deep-well bores next to the river. 

Editors Comments:  

Garry Ames began his training as a Cartographic Technician at the School of Military Survey (SMS) 
in 1976. Upon graduating, he  was  posted to the Army Survey Regiment (ASR)  in Bendigo, Victoria. 
After further training and  the  completion of  an Engineering Survey Course at the SMS, Garry was 
posted to the 21  Construction Squadron, RA Engineers at Puckapunyul. He completed his RA Survey 
Corps Service on Jan 1982,  at 2 Field Survey Squadron - Randwick, Sydney. 

From 1983 to 2004 Garry was self employed working on major engineering projects throughout 
Western Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia and USA contracting mainly to John Holland Constructions 
and Leighton Contractors. He joined Leighton Contractors (Philippines) in August 2004 as Chief 
Surveyor for the Rapu Rapu Mining Project. He was assigned the position of Project Manager in 
February 2006 for the Casecnan 5 Bridges Project. Though small in size (USD2.3M), the Project  
achieved one of the best safety and commercial results for a project undertaken by Leighton in the 
Philippines. 

Garry is currently the Project Manager of the Masbate Gold EPC Project (USD85M). The project 
under his management has achieved 2.5 million manhours without a loss time injury. Is 8% ahead 
schedule and maintaining a successful commercial outcome.  

Zoë (his wife) has been courageous or crazy enough to join him on site in Masbate, leaving in OZ 
their 3 sons Tallan, Merrick and Saxon. Zoë also had a period of service in the RA Survey Corps with 
employment in Lithographic Squadron, ASR as a Photo Litho Technician, and later as an Instructor 
at the WRAAC School. 

 

                   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Zoë and Garry outside the Masbate Site Office, with a couple of staff members. 
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“Tale of Three Brothers” 
 

    Part A 
 
 
                               By 

         Chris Dixon 

 
 
Preface 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“This is not the story of the Howell-Price brothers. It is the 
story of three Spence brothers who, like the Howell-Price 
boys, had joined up to do their duty for King and Country. 
Unlike the Howell-Prices though, the Spence lads were just 
a part of the hoi polloi – two Privates and a Gunnertwo Privates and a Gunnertwo Privates and a Gunnertwo Privates and a Gunner.” 

 
“Major Philip Howell- Price also came up for Broodseinde. He didn’t 
have to be there. His brother Owen had been killed near Flers the 
previous year. Richmond, another brother, had died at Bullecourt. 
Birdwood, conscious that Philip had lost two brothers and anxious to 
save his life, had seconded him to the Staff of 1st Division. 
 
Philip, upon hearing that his old battalion was going to Broodseinde, 
had begged to be sent back to it. Birdwood had eventually let him go.” 
      

         He was killed there.    
 
       The Great War. Les Carlyon. Page 480. 
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Brother 1 
 
Percival Oswald Spence 

 
When Australia declared war on Germany in 
1914 there was an instant surge of 
nationalistic enthusiasm for what most 
people saw as a great adventure. Recruiting 
offices were overwhelmed by men wanting 
to join up.  On 16 July 1915 a young man 
walked into one at Stratford in country 
Victoria.  He filled out the Attestation Paper 
truthfully, apart from one small detail – his 
age, which he declared was 21, but was in 
reality just 15. 
 
His name was Percival Oswald Spence.  
Being a farm labourer he was able to ride 
and was posted to 13th Light Horse 

Regiment.  He did his basic military training at Broadmeadows and Seymour and 
embarked on HMAT Ceramic with the rest of the 7th Re-enforcements on 23 November 
1915.  After arriving in Egypt he was transferred to 2nd Division Ammunition Column 
and on 20 March 1916 sailed from Alexandria to Marseilles in HT Magdelena.  Once in 
France he was re-mustered from Trooper to Driver and then to Gunner, and was posted 
to 10th Battery, 4th Field Artillery Brigade (4FAB), 2nd Division.  4FAB travelled by 
train from Marseilles to Le Havre, where it drew its 18 pounder guns and then 
proceeded to Armentieres. 
 
Because the fighting in this part of Belgium was less intense than elsewhere both sides 
used it to blood fresh troops. After a few months of acclimatisation the 1st, 2nd and 4th 
Divisions were sent to the Somme area where a new offensive was to be opened up – 
not because of any possible gains of strategic importance but simply because that was 
the junction of French and British forces and it was considered desirable to have a joint 
operation between the two allies. This area had been quiet for a long time and the 
Germans had time to build formidable defences. British Commander-in-Chief Sir 
Douglas Haig thought that his artillery would destroy those defences and his men were 
instructed that all they had to do was to march forward, in full kit, and occupy the 
objectives already conquered by the artillery barrage. 
 
On 1 July the offensive opened. On that morning 58,000 British troops marched 
forward and were killed or wounded for very little gain, but that didn’t stop the 
offensive. Soon it was the Australians turn. On 23 July 1916 1 Div attacked and 
captured the ruins of a nondescript village called Pozieres. It cost them 5,285 casualties. 
2 Div relieved 1 Div on 27 July and tried to push forward the line. It wasn’t until 4 
August that they were able to do so, taking a parallel line of German trenches called 
OG1 and OG2.  2 Div suffered 6,848 casualties.  
 
At this time Percy was sixteen. His battery was located south of the Pozieres-Albert 
road at the head of Sausage Valley, and for days leading up to the successful attack his 
task was wire-cutting in front of those trenches. 
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                    Pozieres: 1:5000 Edition 2 Trench Situation Map, with 500 yard grid / Scale Bar. 
 
The “Trench Maps” were a large scale supplement to the 1:20,000 and 1:40,000 - WW1 British Series Mapping. 
British and Australia Trench Lines have been printed with a red line symbol, correct as of 16th Aug 1916. 
Changes to the Trench Situation Map, dated 21-22 Aug 1916, as reported following reconnaissance by forward 
observation personnel,  have been annotated  by the 5th Aus. Inf. Bde HQ - in blue pencil. The German Line has 
been marked in red (North East – Map Corner), with the proposed 5th Bde Troop Dispositions noted as a 
Memorandum, on the right hand side of the Trench Map.     
 
Acknowledgement:  
 
The Pozieres: 1:5000 Edition 2 Trench Map has been included with the permission of the Australian War 
Memorial (AWM): confirmed by email - ISS Information, Andrew Currey, dated Thursday 4 December 2008. 
Internet Reference: www.awm.gov.au/diaries/ AWM4. Australian Imperial Force Unit War Diaries. 1914-18 War. 
Title: 5th Aus. Inf. Bde. Aug 1916, Appendix A.  
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Between 1 Aug and 5 Aug his Brigade fired more than 14,000 rounds at their allocated 
sector of less than 500m of trench but even then the wire was not completely cut. In all 
but the hardest ground the shells burst below the surface and heaved the wire upwards 
still intact rather than destroying it. And there was another factor – the reason that 
French farmers even today still turn up hundreds of rounds of unexploded ordnance 
every year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 6th August 4 Div relieved 2 Div. It too was massively bombarded by the German 
artillery and on 7 Aug withstood the last attempt by the German infantry to retake 
Pozieres. During it’s time in the line 4 Div suffered 4,649 casualties. For the rest of that 
month unsuccessful attempts were made to extend the line further by taking a 
strongpoint called Mouquet Farm but finally on 4 September 4 FAB were withdrawn, 
and all 3 Australian Divisions were sent back to Belgium for reorganisation. Here 2 Div 
was allotted a section of the front about 5km southeast of Ypres. Shortly after they 
arrived Percy celebrated his 17th birthday. I wonder how!! 
 
By the end of October they were back in the Somme at the beginning of what was to be 
a brutally bleak winter. The first half of it was very wet, the second so bitterly cold that 
bread could not be cut with a knife. The war slowed, but did not stop. Then, 
unexpectedly, on 23 February a very well orchestrated retreat by the Germans 
commenced. By 5 April they had pulled back 30km to a formidable defensive position 
that the Allies quickly came to call the Hindenburg Line. Behind them as they went 
they left only scorched earth, villages were levelled, forests were stripped of all wood, 
nothing that could be of any assistance to the Allies was left. 
 
At the end of March, 4FAB was in positions in front of this line near Vaulx Vraucourt.  
 

 
 
 

CEW Bean: The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914 – 1918 
 
“… the successive rows of field artillery had actually to be protected against fire 
from the rear more securely than against that from the front - the defective shells 
from the new British and American ammunition factories, and those of the old 4.7-
inch battery in Sausage Gully, being more dangerous to the guns crews than the 
fire of the enemy. But the area in which the infantry lived was shelled till there 
remained ….. 
nothing but a churned mass of debris with bricks, stones, and girders, and bodies 
pounded to nothing. And forests! There are not even tree trunks left, not a leaf or a 
twig…” 

Its War Diary records that – April 10th 4.05pm.  
 
“ A high velocity shell about 15cm calibre landed in the Office of Brigade Head Quarters 
killing instantly Lt.Col B A G Watts DSO, Capt B H Mack AAMC, Lt. G K Davenport MC 
and Lt.H G Harding Adjutant, being all the officers of the Brigade Staff. They were buried 
that afternoon at C25c (France Sheet 57c). It was snowing heavily at the time.” 
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The whole of June was spent out of the line “training”. It’s hard to imagine the 
necessity for training at this point in the war but someone obviously thought it 
appropriate. The programme for the gunners for the last day of it was typical of those 
for the previous 5 weeks: 
 

Sat July 7 am Equitation and horse management (what the hells that?) 
    Battery gun drill 
    Foot drill 
    Saluting 
   pm Half holiday 
 

Well. Say no more!! 
 
Given the reputation Australian soldiers earned for not saluting any but their own 
officers I suppose the saluting drill was deemed necessary. Whatever the reason Percy 
must have gained a pass in the subject for at the end of August he was granted two 
weeks leave and a free trip to London. He didn’t have any relatives elsewhere in 
England so it’s a pretty fair bet that he hot footed it to the big smoke, went to all the 
touristy places and shot up the sheriff. While he was there the first night bombing raid 
of London took place by between five and ten of the huge Gotha bombers. Nineteen 
people were killed and 71 injured. 
 
The next morning there was an unannounced gunnery practice and thousands of people 
fled down to the underground train stations. That night there was a violent 
thunderstorm that lasted 3 hours with deafening thunder and lightning that illuminated 
the sky almost continuously. And I’ll bet that Percy felt quite at home and slept like a 
baby through the lot of it. On the day before he was to report back to his unit he turned 
18. 
 
By now his 10th Battery had been moved forward to a position 3km east of Ypres, in 
Belgium. It was beside the ruins of Witte Foort Farm, not far off the Menin Road, and 
every day and night was being shelled by anti-battery HE and gas. Because the quality 
of ammunition had improved over the last year gunners could now be fairly certain they 
were not going to be hit from behind, but over that same period both sides had made 
advances in battery detection methods and were now able to direct their fire at 
individual batteries rather than just shooting blind. It made a gunner’s life a pretty hot 
one.  
 
Another technical advance was the 106 fuse, which exploded instantly on impact. A 
French invention, it was improved by the British and comprised a brass tape that 
unwound during flight, thereby freeing the hammer so that at the instant the shell hit the 
ground, BOOM. The explosion produced no crater, but deadly steel splinters were 
sprayed over the ground at high speed and could kill a man hundreds of metres away. 
These fuses made destruction of the enemy’s barbed wire entanglements much more 
certain. 
 
Australia’s involvement in the series of offensives that became known as Passchendaele 
commenced a week after Percy got back from leave. On 20 September 1917 1 Div and 
2 Div were used in an attack that straddled the Menin Road. For this offensive an 
unprecedented number of guns were assembled and a sophisticated artillery plan 
worked out.  
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This attack was a resounding success. The infantry took all of its objectives and 
consolidated the new positions while the artillery maintained a heavy barrage in front of 
them, thereby breaking up the immediate German counter-attacks before they had a 
chance to develop. 
 
It seemed that the formula for success had been discovered. The field artillery was 
hauled forward over the shell shredded ground, firstly using a plank road constructed 
by the Engineers, and when that ran out by sheer muscle power. The next battle, 
Polygon Wood, was also a success. By now Haig had convinced himself that German 
morale was on the point of collapse and the next shove might set the dominos falling. 
He kept shortening the time between planned attacks, but all that really achieved was to 
make it impossible for the artillery to get into position in time. As a result for the next 
battle, Broodseinde, the artillery barrage was noticeably weaker. Despite this weaker 
barrage the Australians took all their objectives. Another success! But at what cost? So 
far there had been more than 17,000 Australian casualties. It couldn’t go on at this rate. 
 
But go on it did. And now the unusually dry weather had broken and it began to rain – 
and kept raining. The natural drainage had been destroyed by shellfire so the ground 
became a bog. Some guns sank up to their muzzles in the sticky mud. Men and horses 
drowned in it. Movement was impossible without duckboard tracks, but the attacks 
were ordered to continue. Poelcappelle. Failed. First Battle of Passchendaele. Failed. 
The Canadian Divisions were brought in. Four attacks later they took the heap of 
rubbish that used to be Passchendaele village and the offensive finally ground to a halt. 
 
So - what had been achieved by all of this sacrifice? A five mile salient had been driven 
into the German lines at a cost of 250,000 Allied and 200,000 German casualties. The 
salient could be shelled from three sides and in the words of British General Rawlinson; 
 
 

 
 
 
On 29 October 1917 Percy was gassed – mustard gas. He was evacuated to hospital and 
spent the next six weeks convalescing. 
 
 
 
 
 

  CEW Bean: The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914 – 1918, p757 
 
   “At 0540hrs on that day “the whole of the British artillery and machine-guns, breaking   
    -in with the suddenness of a great orchestra, gave the signal for the attack to start.”  
 

“N othing we can hope to do can make the line now held a really satisfactory defensive 
position. We must therefore be prepared to withdraw from it if the Germans show signs of a 
serious and sustained offensive on this front.” 
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On his return to the front on 17 December he was posted to 3rd Australian Medium 
Trench Mortar Battery, and was with this unit when the Australians were rushed back 
to the Somme to halt the great German advance of March 1918. His unit diary records 
that they had a 14 hour train journey from the Armentieres area to Amiens then had to 
march 17km to the village of Behencourt, where they were billeted at the Chateau 
Behencourt, 
 
 

 
 
 
40 sheets of galvanised iron and sufficient timber for 3 guns were salvaged and the gun 
positions and men’s dugouts were dug behind the front lines. This work had to be 
carried out at night because snipers made the task impossible during daylight. By a 
great stroke of irony the front line trenches were now in almost the same places as they 
had been in 1916.  
 
For three days after the gun positions were completed there was no ammunition 
available so the men spent the time between rain showers watching the aerial dogfights 
above them. Baron von Richtofen and his hand picked Jasta 11 pilots were based at 
Cappy, just across the Somme and each day were vigorously engaging allied aircraft. 
The Baron, in his flamboyant red and turquoise Fokker Dr1 triplane, brought up 
victories number 79 and 80 on 20 April. On the next day he was killed by a single 
bullet, while pursuing a Sopwith Camel at very low altitude, above the Australian front 
lines.  
 
At 11pm on 20 April 1918 Percy was in his dugout, protected by his sheet of salvaged 
galvanised iron, 3km south-west of Albert.  A German anti-battery shell crashed out of 
the night sky and exploded, severely wounding him in both legs and left hand.  Percy 
was treated at the 20 Casualty Clearing Station and evacuated by train to 20 General 
Hospital at Camiers on the coast. 
 
 
He died there on 1 May 1918 and is buried in Etaples Military Cemetery, Block 
LXVII, Row A, Grave 26. 

 

 “which had been evacuated that day by the Civilians who left the Chateau fully furnished 
having removed nothing. ….  There were hundreds of bottles of wine in the cellars some of it 
having been bottled as far back as 1850. All the wine of that year and up to about 1880 was 
taken away for safe keeping, but the remainder was sold out at 2 and 3 francs a bottle.”      
                                        I hope Percy got his share!! 
 
      (I wonder who did the safekeeping, and who pocketed the 2 and 3 francs!) 
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Brother 2 
 
Norman Oscar Spence  
 

Norman Oscar was a municipal employee, 
living in Newcastle, New South Wales 
when he first tried to enlist.  To his 
disappointment he was rejected because his 
eyesight wasn’t good enough.  This 
outcome wasn’t good enough for Norman.  
There was a great adventure going on and 
he wanted to be a part of it.  So he joined 
his local militia, 13 Infantry Citizens 
Military Forces.  Once he had been 
accepted by the local militia he then moved 
to Melbourne and applied to transfer to the 
AIF.  Oh, clever lad!  Now it was 1916 and 
by now Australians knew the truth of what 
was happening in France and enlistments 
had dried up.  Most men thought that 
volunteering was a fool’s game.  Norman 
was one of those fools, happy to put his 

hand up, and this time he was accepted with alacrity.  (Maybe by this time he had 
memorised the eye chart.) 
 
After training at Seymour he was posted to 10th Machine Gun Company and with the 
rest of the 8th Re-enforcements embarked on the RMS Osterley bound for Plymouth.  
On arrival in England he was sent to the Machine Gun Training Depot at Grantham and 
from there to 3rd Division’s 23rd Machine Gun Company in France.  At this time all 
Australian Divisions were together in a quiet section of The Front, a little south of 
Ypres.  They spent their time improving the defences of the line in preparation for the 
expected German Spring Offensive and in night raiding the enemy’s positions to gather 
intelligence and prisoners.  “Body snatching” they called it.  If they couldn’t bring a 
prisoner back alive they brought back the unit ID cut from the dead man’s uniform.  
This and bit of sniping during daylight hours were the main form of hostilities.  With 
his eyesight Norman couldn’t have been much of a sniper.  Multiple bullets in the 
general direction of the enemy were more in his line I suspect. 
 
All this came to an end when 3rd Division was thrown in against Ludendorff’s all 
conquering Spring Offensive.  On 26th March 1918 they were pulled out of Reserve at 
Ploegsteert and rushed to the Somme, where 3rd Division took up positions near Heilly, 
not far from Villers Bretonneaux.  There was immediate heavy fighting in this sector. 
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Norman was killed this day.  He was buried in Heilly Cemetery No. 2 and then, 
after the war, re-interred in Ribemont Communal Cemetery Extension, Block 3, 
Row C, Grave 4. 
 
His few possessions he had bequeathed to his Mother.  They were sent home in the SS 
Barunga, which was torpedoed and sunk near the Scilly Isles, with the loss of all items 
on 8 July 1918. 
 

 
Brother 3 
 
Godfrey Horace Spence 
 

 
Godfrey Horace Spence was 21 years of age, 
6 feet tall, weighed 156 pounds, had grey 
eyes, brown hair and a fresh complexion 
when he joined up in June 1917. He was a 
bricklayer and was still living at home with 
mum and dad at their house in Centre Road, 
Brighton, Melbourne (no street numbers were 
necessary back then). 
 
Whoever it was that made the decisions in 
these matters decided that Godfrey Horace 
had the look of an infantryman about him and 
posted him to 25th Re-enforcements, 8th 
Battalion, 1st Division. Infantry Re-
enforcements were given only basic training 
in Australia at that time – their training being 
completed in Training Units in the Salisbury 
Plains area once they reached England.  

 
 
 
 

From the War Diary of 11th Aust Infantry Brigade, 3 Div.  
“Map Ref Sheet 62D NE, Heilly, 5th April,  Friday.  … After very severe fighting, 
during which the enemy suffered heavy losses he was completely repulsed. 
Tremendous credit has been given to the Lewis Gunners and MG Coy who stood 
to their posts in spite of the heavy shelling and kept the enemy from overrunning 
the trenches.  Instances are given of the whole of the Lewis Gun team being found 
killed alongside their guns with heaps of German dead within their fields of fire 
proving how well they had used their LG on advancing enemy.”  Signed D L 
Fraser Lt. 
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By November 1917 GH was considered to have attained a suitable standard for entry to 
2nd Training Battalion at Sutton Veny in Wiltshire and so boarded the A71 Nestor for 
the journey to that place. The Nestor was not the fastest ship on the high seas for the 
voyage took seven weeks, but that did include 3 days in Alexandria, Egypt, and an 
undisclosed number of days in Taranto, Italy. 
 
When GH finally reached England it was the dead of winter. He was marched up and 
down the freezing parade ground for 11 weeks until Ludendorff’s Spring Offensive 
forced the Allied Command to scrounge together every Re-enforcement they could 
muster and hurry them off to France. GH landed at Calais on 1 April 1918, just four 
days before Norman was to be killed. It would be nice to think that they met up and had 
a brotherly reunion, but that was not to be. Norman was killed and GH was given the 
dreaded news whilst at the Base Depot at Calais.  
 
Then he was told that he and 14 others would be joining 8th Battalion at the front on 21 
April. Had it not been that the second German offensive occurred in the vicinity of 
Armentieres and that the1st Australian Division had been hurried back from the Somme 
area to counter it the train carrying GH to the fighting might have crossed with the train 
carrying the badly wounded Percy, injured at 2300hrs on the night before, out to the 
safety of 20 General Hospital on the coast. GH arrived at 8th Battalion HQ, in the 
vicinity of Hazebrouck, at 1830hrs on the 21st. Interestingly, the unit diary records that 
the Battalion was issued with a complete change of underwear on that day, just 36 
hours after being relieved in the front line. 
 
 
I can fully understand the need for that!! 
 
 
The next day at 1930hrs they moved back into the support line, and before the end of 
that month were back in the front line. May was more of the same. The war had settled 
back into stalemate, activity consisted of being shelled by the enemy, carrying out night 
raids on enemy lines, keeping your head below the parapet in the daytime, working to 
improve your own defences, and watching dogfights in the sky. On the 17th the German 
artillery achieved a direct hit on Battalion HQ which miraculously failed to inflict any 
casualties. On the 20th there was a cricket match against 101st Howitzer Battery which 
8th Battalion won by 4 runs. And, of course, regular clean undies issues every few 
weeks, and occasionally a clean socks issue. 
 
At some point GH was given leave to visit his gravely ill younger brother. Percy died in 
his arms on 5 May. It must have been just one of many tragic moments at that hospital, 
but somehow the OC, Lt Col Charles Matthews came to hear of it and two days later 
wrote to the Staff Officer, AIF, London and to the OC 8th Battalion requesting the GH 
be sent home on compassionate grounds.  
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This started the wheels turning and on 18 May the Deputy Adjutant General at AIF HQ, 
Lt Col Dodds, wrote “Under the circumstances the GOC apps return to A’lia for 
discharge.” The GOC at that time was General Birdwood. GH was ordered to report to 
No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth in England on 2 June. He returned home on the 
D11 Barambah and was discharged on 14 August 1918. 
 
GH became a policeman in civilian life. One day in 1920 while out on his beat he met 
the young woman he would happily spend the rest of his life with, Dorothy Flannery. In 
1922 they married and in 1923 the first of their children, Irene, was born. Irene grew to 
become my mother. 
 
 
 
(Thank you Charles E Matthews, whoever the hell you were. I have spent untold hours 
trying to find out even the smallest detail about you, without success.) 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

“A Tale of Three Brothers” - Part B 
          Westlink Issue 32. 

 
Abstract:  
 
In 2007, Chris and Linda Dixon visited Northern France and found their way to the 
WW1 Cemeteries. Part B is an account of their “sentimental journey”. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

 

Editors Comments:  

Chris Dixon served for 9 years with the RA Svy Corps. He completed the 36/69 Basic Svy Course at 
Bonegilla, Victoria and was posted to 5 Fd Svy Sqn. Employment on Field Operations within Western 
Australia, Sumatra and the Cocos Islands followed, along with time as a photogrammetrist, extracting 
mapping data - at the Squadron’s base at Karrakatta. Chris held the rank of Sgt, when he was 
discharged in 1978. 
 
Following his Army Service, Chris completed the four year - Surveying Degree at Curtin University, 
Perth. His subsequent professional career has ranged as a mapping consultant and contractor, in both 
Western Australia and in the Eastern States of Australia.  
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 ARTHUR HEAD, FREMANTLE.            
                                     
                                  by     
 

                    Jo Mazzarol   BEM 
               
 
 

 
 
              
 
 
Arthur Head is behind the Round House at the end of High Street Fremantle. It is 
situated at the south side of the entrance to the Inner Harbour. Western Command Field 
Survey Unit eventually moved into the main Artillery Barracks building at North 
Fremantle complete with all the maps. Betty and I moved to an Army house in the 
Arthur Head complex. 

 
            Arthur Head Residence, Fremantle. Circa early 1950’s. 

 
Arthur Head was set in large grounds built on different levels, carved into 
the limestone hill overlooking the harbour. My wife Betty and daughter Joanne often 
waved at the passengers on the ships coming through the Inner Harbour, to dock at 
Victoria Quay. All the buildings were of solid brick and tile. The two 
bedroom house, which we moved into, was built for the accommodation of the 
Officer Commanding Arthur Head. The outside toilet was a route march, right 
down the back, and the journey was accomplished as a group with torch. 
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Arthur Head was constructed during the war to protect the anchorage at 
Fremantle. There was a large gun emplacement, complete with magazines and 
living quarters for a crew, carved into the limestone hill. The electric 
lights were behind thick glass windows and everything was set in lead to 
alleviate the risk of sparks which may have set off the explosives in 
magazine. There was a large workshop, slightly away from the house, where I 
worked on my Lancia Lamda, and above it all, built into the cliffs, was a 
roofed lookout containing a large, horizontal brass plate set into a 
concrete table, on which was engraved various bearings out to sea, to aim 
the gun. The gun had been removed well before we moved in; sold for a 
pittance as scrap, to Krasnostein no doubt. I gradually removed the lead and 
sold it for scrap to augment my meagre army pay. But don¹t breathe a word to 
a soul that I told you. 
 
There was a powerful search light mounted on the lookout, and at night, when 
couples had settled down to some snogging on the grass just below them, but 
outside the Arthur Head perimeter, this light would be switched on to do a 
sweep around, the gunners claiming, with wide eyed innocence, that they were 
checking for saboteurs. 
 
The gun was only fired once to my knowledge. Some ship or other failed to 
acknowledge a signal to identify itself, thereby earning a shot over its 
bows. The story goes that there was hell to pay over the incident, because 
it was a very large gun and the unexpected shock waves from the explosion 
broke lots of glass in and around Fremantle and frightened the shit out of 
everyone.  
 

The house had fallen into general 
disrepair, so eventually, after filling in 
many forms, some Army tradesman 
finally arrived to do whatever work was 
required to lift the standard. 
 
In true Army fashion, first of all came a 
painter, who painted everything in sight, 
beautifully, in the colours Betty wanted. 
He filled holes, and undercoated it all.  
He spent days doing a really good job. 
 

Jo Mazzarol with daughter Joanne, at Arthur Head. 
 
Then came a glazier who eased the window frames. Then came a carpenter who eased 
the doors and replaced or repaired all damaged or weathered woodwork. The painter 
never came back to touch up the odd damage caused by the other tradesmen. 
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               Greetings from Bridgetown 
 

 From:  Terry Linz – Welfare Officer RSL Bridgetown, WA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Trevor Bottomley, pictured at the Bridgetown RSL. 
 
Trevor Bottomley joined the Bridgetown RSL Sub Branch, in July 2008 and kindly 
presented the Bridgetown RSL Sub Branch with two plaques - proudly displayed in the 
RSL meeting room. 
 
Plaque Details, pictured to the right of Trevor. 
 

• RAAF School of Languages, where Trevor completed a “Pidgin English” 
Course in 1985, prior to his two year posting to 8 Fd Svy Sqn, PNG.  

• Army Survey Regiment Sergeants Mess, Bendigo, VIC - presented on Trevor’s 
discharge in 1989.   

 
Close inspection of the photo indicates a RA Survey Corps Plaque (Terry Linz) on the 
top row, along with a WRAAC plaque (Lyn Linz) to the right, on the second row.  



          Issue No 31           WESTLINK         12th December 2008           Page - 35 

  Photo - a 1890s Survey Party and their Camp. 
 

                     By   
        Dr. Noel Sproles. 

 
      Here is a photo that will interest old surveyors!!   

 
 
I acquired the photo when the last of my aunts died a few years back but it originally belonged 
to my maternal grandfather.  I had no idea of where it was taken but, after recently doing a bit 
of digging, I feel that it was taken during the construction of the spur line from Redesdale 
Junction, just out of Kyneton in Victoria, to Redesdale.  This is in the Bendigo area just to the 
south of where Lake Eppalock is now and was a spur off the Melbourne - Bendigo line.  My 
grandfather worked on that line sometime within the period between when he arrived in 
Australia in 1887 and when he married in 1891 and settled on the land.  My grandmother came 
from Barfold which is on this now defunct line 
  
From the number of instruments on display, it would seem that there is one traversing and two 
levelling parties. Note how the theodolite man is taking pride of place on the steps with his 
hands in his pocket and his chainman, with chain, next to him. I suspect that my grandfather is 
the young man, near the centre, without either an instrument or a levelling stave. He would 
have been 19 to his early 20s at the time and was a blacksmith’s striker by occupation, so could 
have been used as a temporary surveyors’ assistant or suchlike. From what little can be made of 
his features from the larger scan that I have, it could be him. 
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In 1891, the Redesdale Junction to Redesdale railway line opened, with a length of 
16.25 miles. (It was closed Sept. 26 1954).   Redesdale Railway is annotated in red. 
 
 
 
 


