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                                                FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 
 
On the 5th July, we held our Annual Re-union Dinner at the usual venue of the Victoria League Function 

Centre in Shenton Park.  Reports indicate that it was a good night with a better than expected turn-up.  I 

really wanted to attend, but unfortunately I had to “work in” over here in Sydney.  I have heard that Mike 

Venn more than adequately stood in for me. Thank you Mike. 

 

This is the first dinner held since the loss of our good friends Cedric and Eric Clutterbuck.  These two 

gentlemen were held in the highest of esteem both during their service careers and also as prominent and 

valued members of our Association.  Cedric was not only an inaugural member, but was also made a Life 

Member.  Their memories will remain with us for the life of the Association and beyond.   

 

As a Reservist, I am on Continuous Full-Time Service until 31st August.  I am serving as a Staff Officer on 

Joint Task Force 665 Operation TESTAMENT, based in Randwick Barracks, as part of the ADF’s 

contribution to World Youth Day 08 (WYD08). .  The ADF is supporting the NSW Police Force, which is 

primarily responsible for the Pope’s safety.  They are expecting up to 600,000 people to participate in what 

is the biggest event to be held in Australia since the 2000 Sydney Olympics. The work is demanding but 

very rewarding, diverse, interesting and keeping me off the streets at night !! 

 

I remain proud to serve you as your President and thank you for the opportunity and your confidence. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Fred Brown    

                                                     
                                                                           VALE:  ERIC BROOK  
 
As we go to publication, I must acknowledge the loss of our esteemed member Eric Brook.  Eric passed away on 

Thursday 2nd July, aged 86, after about a year of deteriorating health.  Eric was an inaugural member of our 

Association, following on from his membership of the 4th Field Survey Company Association, where he was an office 

bearer.  He has always provided strong support over many years, and has most probably attended more Annual 

Dinners than any other member.  

 Eric was a veteran of World War 2 and served with the 4th Australian Field Survey Company in WA as a surveyor.  

 Not only did Eric serve his country as a young soldier; he was also a very prominent surveyor in Western Australia.  I 

can recall, as a junior cartographic draftsman in the WA Lands Dept in the 60’s, drawing ‘survey diagrams and plans’ 

of cadastral surveys done by Eric in many different areas across WA.   

We extend our deepest sympathy to Gwynne and their children, Sue, Jen, Steve, Patti and Mike.  
 
A more detailed eulogy will be prepared and published in the next edition of WestLink. 
  
                                                                                  REST IN PEACE  
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Our Front Cover  
 

Our Front Cover contains a photo of the Clutterbuck Brothers, dated January 2006. The 
photo has been provided by Cedric’s daughter - Helen Cole. 
 
 The “Clutterbuck’s” were unique to the RA Svy Corps in the following aspects: 
 

• They all served in the RA Svy Corps. 
• They all served, at various times – in a RA Svy Corps Unit, based at Karrakatta. 
• Cedric and Eric served as Cartographic Draughtsmen, whilst Noel’s career was as a Q-Tech 

Storeman.  

 
 
FROM THE EDITOR  

 
 
Westlink Issue No. 30 is a departure from recent times, with a mid year – 2008, 
publication of our WA Association Magazine. Preparations for an Issue - late 2008, are 
well advanced. Copies of Westlink will be made available in both digital (*.pdf) form and 
as a hard copy printout. Members may also wish to check the web site: 
www.rasurvey.org . 
 
The inclusion of eulogies for Cedric Clutterbuck and Eric Clutterbuck, in this Issue, 
marks a sad time for our Association. I am grateful for the assistance that I have received 
from the Clutterbuck Families – in particular Helen Cole and David Clutterbuck. Frank 
Cohen has written an amusing recollection of Cedric - “Call out the Guard!!”  during 
their time together, as members of the WW2 era, 4th Aust Fd Svy Coy. 
 
Charlie Watson has provided a copy of the eulogy, he prepared and read at the funeral, of 
former Corps Commandant - Lt. Col. Clem Sargent. Clem is remembered in Western 
Australia as OC of W. Comd Fd Svy Unit, during the period (Feb 1967 until Jan 1972). 
Retired WO1 Bob McKenna has made available a personal tribute to Clem, in the form of 
his story - “Clem, Gaza and the Poms”. 
 
Jo Mazzarol’s Survey Anecdotes - “Left Stranded” , “Dogs”, “ In-House Illumination” 
and “Mazzarol Creek”  are further reminiscences, from his time in the outback of WA, 
with Survey Corps Field Operations.   
 
In conclusion, my thanks again, to everyone who has provided articles and assistance, 
with the compilation of this Issue of Westlink. 
 

 
Brian Mead  



             Issue  No 30           WESTLINK            18th July 2008                 Page -_  5 
 

   Cedric Clutterbuck   -   My Life Story 
 
Cedric Arthur Hugh Clutterbuck was born on the 10th October 1920 at Fremantle. He 
passed away on the 3rd November 2007. 
 
In Cedric’s own words – text quoted from Nannette’s & Cedric’s 60th Wedding 
Album. 
 
“I lived in Cottesloe until the age of 4. Dad was in the Union Bank thus we moved around 
a bit due to bank transfers, firstly to Geraldton until I was 5. I then lived in Port Hedland 
for a few months with my mother’s family, attending Port Hedland Primary School, 
before heading back to Geraldton, attending Bluff Point Primary School until aged 7. I 
then moved to the local State School where I spent a couple of years. Then on to 
Wyalkatchem (Dad became Manager of the local Union Bank) and where we stayed until 
1931. Another bank transfer followed, this time to manage the Albany Branch. I attended 
Albany Primary for a couple of years before attending Albany High School (1934-37). 
 

At 17 I left school, spending 15 months learning the 
basics of architecture. In 1939 I moved to Perth, working 
for Brisbane & Wunderlich, designing shopfronts as a 
junior draughtsman. Whilst in Perth, I began studying 
architecture at Perth Tech, but this was cut short by my 
enlistment in the Army in 1941.  
 
I met Nannette, a friend of my sister Betty, at a time when 
I had a badly broken leg so ‘I couldn’t get away’! Then 
some years later, in 1942, we met by chance, catching the 
same train – I was returning to Albany on leave from the 
Army. The next time we saw each other was when my 
brother Eric drove me to Mt Barker to visit her. After 
writing and speaking (on the public phone at the Army 
Camp) Nannette asked about ‘making it official’. We 
were married 6 weeks later at Abbeyholme, Mt Barker, 
on the 12th September 1942.  

 WX17554   Spr  CAH Clutterbuck 
 
I spent 10 years in the Survey Company doing mapmaking (though I spent a year with 
Field Artillery). I left the Army in 1950 and bought a farming property in Mt Barker and 
later in Narrikup. In 1962 we moved the family to Perth where I managed farms. I later 
joined Australia Post, where I worked until retirement in 1982. 
 
After retirement Nannette and I were very active members of the Canning Historical 
Society and developed a passion for beekeeping in the 1970’s – keeping hives in our 
backyard and supplying all the family and friends with honey.”   
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    Memories of my Father - Cedric Clutterbuck 
 
                                                                  by  Helen Cole 
 

 
Cedric married my mum, Nannette in 1942, they 
were married 65 years!  Our family includes five 
children – Leonie (dec), Helen, Nina, Robyn and 
Paul; nine grandchildren, four great grandchildren 
and two step great-grandchildren. 
 
My early memories were of farming days, first at 
Mt Barker and then at Narrikup, a place north of 
Albany in South West WA.  Dad was involved in 
dairy farming, and other activities on the farm 
included sheep, haymaking and growing 
potatoes, and we were also known for our 
plentiful paddock of mushrooms.  The native 
Boronia was also a favourite of Dads, and we had 
a good patch growing on the property.  To this 
day it brings back memories of the farm to Mum 
and I as it did to Dad, to the point where in the 
Spring he would often ask us to bring him some 
back for him when we were out and about. 
 
I also have fond memories of Mum and Dad 
taking us to Albany on many a Saturday for our 
groceries.  On most occasions Dad would shout 
us to the movies – we always looked forward to 
these days. 
 
Cedric and Nannette on their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary (Sept 2007) 
 

 
My father had many interests.  Growing up as a child in several ports, he acquired a passion for 
seeing ships come and go, spending time talking to the ships’ crew and also going fishing.  To 
this end he enjoyed visiting Fremantle Port, often accompanied by members of his family.  Even 
when he became blind he would ask Mum to tell him of the latest shipping movements to be read 
from the newspaper. 
 
His other hobbies included acquiring a significant coin, stamp and a matchbox top collection.  
Also, Dad would cut out items of interest from magazines and newspapers and either put them in 
scrapbooks or forward these to family and friends.  He collected many books during his life - all 
had to be factual though.  I don’t believe he ever read a novel in his life!  Being a widely read 
person Dad was of much assistance to the family – our “walking, talking encyclopedia” - a good 
person to know for school projects (before the age of the internet!). 
 
Dad enjoyed imparting knowledge to the grandchildren – giving them math problems to do and 
little quizzes – sometimes when he was on a familiar subject he would keep us there for some 
time, and would get upset when we had to cut the chat short or leave.   
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As mentioned by Dad in “My life story” he had a keen interest in beekeeping.  Due to his 
meticulous attention to detail in this hobby, many prizes were won for his honey and beeswax at 
the various agricultural shows – including the Perth Royal Show.  Dad never sold a drop of his 
honey so we all did very well, enjoying a continuous supply. 
 
Dad (and Mum) was a keen and very active member of the Canning Historical Society, which met 
regularly at Woodloes (an historical homestead in Cannington).  He spent much time there 
volunteering in whatever capacity was required of him.  He also involved the family at many 
special open days and particularly at the Foundation Day celebrations each year. 
 
My father was also a keen gardener – growing enough fruit and vegetables for all the family and 
neighbours. Of course the garden was well looked after and everything was in its neat little rows.  
Initially he had no time for flowers (they weren’t considered useful) until he became a beekeeper, 
and then Mum was able to have a bit of extra colour in the garden to encourage the bees! 
 
In 1997 Dad became blind almost overnight, while at home recovering from heart surgery.  He 
had developed mature age diabetes some years previously, which contributed to his loss of sight.  
This was quite a tragedy for Dad as he had to give up so much, but owing to Mum’s devotion and 
care he was able to remain in his own home for the remainder of his life. Occasional respite was 
arranged for him at Canning Lodge (close by) and the family assisted when needed as they all 
live in Perth. 
 
The frequent visits by his brothers Eric and Noel, and sister Betty, were very much treasured.  He 
also greatly enjoyed the regular visits of his family especially all the grandchildren and when it 
was time to go home his parting comment was always “please come again soon!’. Dad continued 
to keep up to date with current affairs by listening to his radio, news on TV and with Mum reading 
the newspaper to him each morning. Dad will be remembered for having a generous nature and 
for always being more than willing to impart his knowledge to all who would listen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
                                WA Association Kings Park Gathering – December 1995  
 
                                Standing: Nanette Clutterbuck, Jo Mazzarol and Cec. Locke. 
                                Seated:     Cedric Clutterbuck and Frank Cohen. 
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  Cedric Clutterbuck  -   Service Record 
 
Original Enlistment:    19-05-1941.  Discharge Date:   03-02-1950.  
 
Units Served In / Dates: 
 
4th    Aust Fd Svy Coy   From:  19-05-1941  To:   04-11-1941 
2/3rd Fd Regt AA    From:  05-11-1941 To:   16-11-1942 
4th    Aust Fd Svy Coy   From:  17-11-1942 To:   23-03-1945 
3rd    Aust Fd Svy Coy   From:  24-03-1945 To:   23-08-1945 
HQ Western Command   From:  24-08-1945 To:   03-08-1947 
2 Section, 3 Aust Fd Svy Coy  From:  04-08-1947  To:   31-12-1948 
W. Comd  Fd Svy Sect   From:  01-01-1949 To:   03-02-1950. 
 
Employment:  Cartographic Draughtsman. 
 
Retirement Rank:    Warrant Officer Class Two. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Association - Life Membership. 
 
On the occasion of the Annual Re-Union Dinner 2002, Cedric Clutterbuck was granted 
Life Membership of the Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (WA). This followed 
a life time of commitment to his 4th Aust Field Survey Company Comrades and his active 
participation, since its inception in1986, with our WA Association.  
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Call out the Guard!! 
 
       by 

           Frank Cohen 
 
 
There I was “Standing Guard” at the entrance to the 4th Aust Field Survey Company’s 
buildings at Karrakatta, on a Sunday afternoon in 1943 and waiting for my guard shift to 
finish.  
 
When it happened …… 
 
A staff car approached with flags flying from its front bonnet and escorted by four MP’s, 
on motorbikes. The formation consisted of two bikes in the front of the car and two 
following behind – nothing unusual in that occurrence. Staff cars often went past our 
camp.  
 
But this time, the convoy pulled up at our gate. 
 
 

PANIC !!   
 
 
“Call out the Guard”,  I yelled. Out tumbled the guard from the duty tent. 
 
“Orderly Officer”,  I directed toward the Orderly Room nearby. 
 
“Present Arms” , was the command from the Orderly Officer. 
 
The rear door of the staff car opened. Out came a Sapper, with no slouch hat on his head, 
just carrying it.  
 
“Thanks - so long Unc” he said, with a wave of his arm. He proceeded up the road to his 
lodgings, oblivious of the duty guard - on parade, at the “Present”. 
 
The staff car and motorcycle escort drove off.  
 
 

 
 
The “Sapper”  was none other than Cedric Clutterbuck and “Unc”  was Lieutenant 
General “Red”, Sir H.G. Robertson. 

 
Editor’s Comment:    Further reference to Lt. General H.G. Robertson – see Westlink Issue 29, dated  

                         5th Nov 2007.     “Darwin  Visit -  August 2007” , by Helen Cole, pages 24-27.    
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      Eric Clutterbuck   -   His Life Story 
 
 
Eric Charles Clutterbuck was born on the 16th May 1925 at Cottesloe. He passed away on 
the 3rd November 2007. 
 
The story of Eric’s life, as told by his wife Jane and son David: 
 
“Eric spent his early years in several country locations, due to his father’s various 
banking appointments. As a result he attended many different country schools, with his 
education being completed, as a boarder at Scotch College in Perth. After school he 
spent a short time in Albany with the family, prior to joining the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF), as a fitter / driver in 1943, at the age of 18. 

 
After his discharge from the RAAF, in 1948 Eric 
followed the path of his older brother Cedric and 
joined the RA Survey Corps. Eric completed his Basic 
Survey Course in 1949 and his initial posting was to 
AHQ Cartographic Company, in Bendigo. In 
December 1951, he met Jane in Melbourne whilst 
returning to Perth from Canberra. After a long 
distance courtship from Eric’s new posting at Western 
Command Field Survey Section, Jane and Eric became 
engaged in February 1952 and they were married in 
September of the same year. 
 
Their marriage produced five children, three girls and 
two boys - (Lee, David, Lynne, Allison and Stephen). 
Four of their siblings enlisted in the full time Services, 
whilst the fifth completed a stint with the Army 
Reserve. 
 
Eric completed, 25 years 6 months service with the RA 
Survey Corps, including a tour of Vietnam in 1968. 
Whilst in Vietnam, he entertained his family (and the 
local postie) by drawing cartoons on the envelopes of 
his letters home. Also whilst in Vietnam, he illustrated 
cartoons for the ‘Punch a Postie’ campaign, when 
Australia Post (as it is now known) refused to deliver 
mail, to our service personnel in Vietnam.   
 
5/821 Cpl EC Clutterbuck is having some fun in the snow/ice, 
after an un-seasonal thunderstorm. Eric is pictured outside the 
Unit Accommodation, Western Command Field Survey Section, 
Karrakatta Camp, Perth. Circa late 1952.  
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Rather ironically, a few years after retiring from the Army, Eric went to work for 
Australia Post. After a 10 year stint with the public utility, he decided in 1987, to give up 
paid employment and ‘choose’ his own daily activities. His main interests after 
retirement were his workshop and his family. In actual fact, the time spent in his 
workshop was almost entirely devoted to building, or fixing something for his family. 
 
On Eric’s passing in November last year, both he and Jane had been married for 55 
years. Certainly a rebuff to the sceptics of their long distance courtship, who said, ‘It 
wouldn’t last.’ Testament to their long and happy marriage was evident from the tributes 
given to Eric, at his Remembrance Service.”   
 
   ………………………………………………… 
 
Extracts from some family tributes follow: 
 
David Clutterbuck.  “Dad had some things in his life that he was proud of. He was 
proud of his military service, both as a motor mechanic in the RAAF, during WW2 and as 
a cartographer in the Army, which included a tour of Vietnam. Having served some time 
in the Army myself, I’ve often though that Dad’s ingenuity and skill at designing and 
building objects to achieve the task in hand, might have been better utilised in RAEME or 
Engineers, but Survey was his Corps.”  
 
Allison Whitehead. “Dad – my earliest memories of you are in Queenscliff, Victoria. 
You in your garage with car pieces, spray painted, hanging by wire from the roof. Taking 
us kids for a swim before school and spending lots of time down the beach with you and 
Mum. I remember watching you swim and as I got older, realising what a beautiful 
smooth freestyle you had. You were a glider in the water. The year that you went to 
Vietnam we moved to Perth. When you finally arrived home by train, you climbed out of 
the train window, as the train pulled into Perth Station. That tickled us kids pink!!” 
 
Sarah Clutterbuck. “My grandfather was the most amazing man. As a little girl, I 
thought there was nothing he couldn’t do. He could do anything; make anything – from 
scooters to jewellery boxes to cars – anything. I used to love going into his shed to see 
what he was building next and he was always happy to show me. That was the thing 
about grandpa – he was never ‘too busy’ for us. I started reading pretty early, as far as 
kids go, and every time I saw him he would sit me on his knee and point out all the hard 
words, in the newspaper, for me to read to him. He would always tell me how smart I 
was, and it made me feel so special.” 
 
Lee Lourenson. “My father had nothing but praise for his wife, his children, his grand 
children and his great grand children. He was very proud of us all, as we were and still 
are of him. His legacy lives on. We see his special talents reflected in his children and 
their off spring.  Where do I go for a sense of my Dad. He is in the kitchen in the tea 
caddy he made, in the bedroom on the jewellery boxes he made or in the lounge in the 
coffee table that he made. The most precious gift my father gave to me ………Was that he 
loved my mother.” 
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     Eric Clutterbuck  -   Service Record 
 

 
ARA  Enlistment:    15-09-1948.  Discharge Date:   15-03-1974.  
 
Units Served In / Dates: 
 
AHQ Cartographic Coy.   From:  Jan   1949  To:  Mar 1951 
Photo Library, Melb.   From:  Mar  1951  To:  Dec 1951 
W. Comd. Fd Svy Sect.   From:  Dec  1951  To:  Apr 1955 
AHQ  Survey Regiment.   From:  Apr  1955  To:  Sep 1958 
Staff College, Queenscliff.   From:  Sep  1958  To:  Mar 1965 
D-Svy, Canberra.    From:  Mar  1965  To:  Jan  1968 
Vietnam.    From:  Jan   1968  To:  Jan  1969 
W. Comd. Fd Svy Unit / 5 Fd Svy Sqn.  From:  Jan   1969  To:  Mar 1974 
 
Employment:  Cartographic Draughtsman. 
 
Retirement Rank:  Sergeant. 
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ANZAC DAY – 2008 
 

                 by 
         Brian Mead 

 

 
              Dawn Service.                                      

 
 
Several Association Members attended the 0530 hrs - RAE Dawn Service at Karrakatta. 
The Service, conducted by the Army Chaplain, included Anzac Day tributes presented by 
Colonel Geoff Simpson and Senior Staff from 13 Fd Sqn, RAE. - OC Major Brett 
Douglas, 2IC Captain John Pring and SSM Warrant Officer  Adam Moss. 
  
Everyone attending was impressed by the excellence of the conduct of the Service. Of 
note, was the inclusion of a piper’s “ lament”  following the sounding of the last post and 
the movement of the Catafalque Party to the beat of a side drum.  
 
Our President, Major Fred Brown participated in the Official Wreath Laying Ceremony. 
The Ceremony included the following WA Associations:   
 
 

• Western Region RAE Corps Committee, 
• 13 Field Sqn, 
• RAEA WA, 
• Ex22 Const Sqn, 
• Royal Engineers, 
• Royal NZ Engineers,  
• 32 Small Ships , 
• Explosive Detection Dogs, 
• RA Survey Corps Association (WA), 
• Borneo POW Relatives, 
• 10 Light Horse, 
• 109 Signals  

 
 
 
Following the Service, attendees were invited to enjoy breakfast, within the confines of 
the Ryan Club. 
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     Perth March. 

 
 

      CCpls Taylah Norman (721 Sqn) and Hayden Watts (715 Sqn), AAFC were excellent and coped 
       well  with  the "chaos"  around  the  “Form Up Point”  near  Pier  Street.  Taylah and Hayden 
       are  pictured  with  our  President - Major Fred Brown. 
 
Prior to the Perth March, Members of the Association assembled at the intersection in St Georges 
Terrace and Irwin Street and Victoria Avenue, between 0915 – 0930 hrs. This year marked the 
first appearance of the RA Svy Association purple beret, although some Members still preferred 
our own cap.  
 
Old hands – Gus Bottrell, Bob McKenna and Robert Coultard, complete with walking stick, were 
welcome participants within our Marching Group. Tony Longstaff attended in honour of his great 
grand father, Harold Paynter, who was a former WW2 soldier, with 4th Aust Fd Svy Coy. 
 
Following the Perth March and the Religious Service at the Esplanade Reserve, our Members 
returned to Karrakatta and enjoyed the catering and refreshments offered in the Ryan Club. 
During the early afternoon, we conducted our 2008 AGM in the Squadron Classroom with all the 
incumbent Office Bearers, re-elected for another year. 
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Rendezvous!!  Pier Street – ANZAC DAY 2008 

  
 
 

      Phil Bray, Cliff Webb, Chris Dixon, Gus Bottrell.            Clive Craddon, Brian Firns, Howard Jones.       
 

 
              Mike Venn, Leo Clifford, Kim Johnstone.                 Mike Venn, Frank Lenane, Tony Longstaff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 
 
                                             
                                                     Bob McKenna, Brian Firns, Robert Coultard. 
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            SURVEY ANECDOTES 
            
                                    by     
 

                        Jo Mazzarol   BEM 
               
 
 

          
 LEFT STRANDED  

 
At some point in time, at a place I cannot remember, after it had positioned blokes on their 
respective hills, our little Bell helicopter broke down. This meant that we couldn’t get charged 
batteries and/or food to them, or lift them off. The “Flying Doctor” agreed to “storepedo” bundles 
of tucker into the stranded blokes. 
 
Each hill party was asked to mark out a DZ (Drop Zone) and keep well clear, because the pilot 
was not used to dropping stuff – certainly not with any sort of accuracy. The operation was 
successful to the extent that food actually got there, but the blokes would have been safer in the 
middle of their DZ!! They had to search all over the place to find anything. 
 
Even though each bundle was wrapped in blankets and well secured, they burst open on impact 
and spread stuff all over the place. Later on, the party members brought back tins of food 
absolutely flattened from the impact with the ground or trees. Many couldn’t be opened to get the 
food out. 
 
Several days later a beautiful, yellow helicopter arrived with a flourish. It had cladding all over it, 
unlike the sketchy little Bell with its open fuselage. It was called the big “E” for some reason or 
other- and it broke down on arrival. We had to drag it under a tree and winch off the prop so that 
the engineer could do some repairs, I think, on the mercury clutch. 
 
The new pilot was a lovely, perfumed, well barbered and manicured creature, who felt that it was 
a decided imposition that he had to live in a tent and eat camp tucker. He hadn’t envisaged being 
forced to live in such primitive conditions, etc, etc, etc, ad nausium. He complained so loudly, so 
bitterly and often, that he was finally driven to the nearest aerodrome and replaced by another 
pilot. My memory fades at this stage but eventually the blokes were lifted off their hills. They 
survived by living-off “bashed tucker”, for over a week.  

 
DOGS 

 
At one stage we were camped in the compound of a rough station, where lived only the 
manager, lots of aborigines, dogs and cats, of all colours, shapes and sizes. The manager 
used to start his one big lung lighting plant, every afternoon, at about 1500hrs, let it run for about 
fifteen minutes, and then shut it off. He would hop naked into the 20gal galvanized, corrugated 
iron – water tank, that was used to cool the engine, to have a nice hot bath. 
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When we arrived, it was mid-morning and we found him sitting under the shade of a lean-to. He 
asked us if we would like to join him for lunch. As he said this, he waved his hand in the general 
direction of the back leg from something or other, sitting on the end of the table. It looked old, 
dark and very dead and as he waved in its direction, startled flies outlining the body part, 
momentarily rose, and then settled down again. We thanked him most profusely and said that we 
had own tucker and didn’t want to impose!! 
 
The buildings were very sketchy, basic frames of bush timber, with open rafters roofed in 
corrugated, galvanized iron – and full of cats of all sexes, ages, sizes and colours. There were bits 
of skin and fur scattered over the ground, which he explained was from slow cats. The cats would 
try to change buildings by running the gauntlet along the intervening ground between the 
buildings. The dogs were forever waiting for a cat who dared to try. Needless to say, the skin and 
fur was from those who dared but failed to make it. Mostly inexperienced kittens I’m afraid. 
 
The first night there I was - snug in my sleeping bag on a stretcher, under the stars and almost 
asleep. Then, one of the dogs forced its head into my bag and had a good sniff around. I have 
always had an affinity for animals, so I explained to this dog, in one syllable words, that it was to 
“piss off” and leave me alone. 
 
But it persisted. So finally I got my arm out and punched it in the side as hard as I could, around 
the lungs region. It went, “Hrrrr”, as all of the air left its body and it staggered off gasping for air, 
to sulk somewhere.  GOOD NIGHT . !! 
 

 
IN-HOUSE ILLUMINATION  

 
 
For years we had been using hurricane lamps to illuminate the tents while doing computations, 
writing letters or playing cards. One day I had this brain wave. Why not electrify the camp! 
 
I made some enquires at Stores Depot and found that lighting plants were available, as was twin 
flat flex and as many festoons as was needed. The idea was approved with alacrity by those 
Upstairs - (I often wonder why it had not been thought of before!!) On the next field trip I set up 
the single cylinder, four stroke, petrol engine powered, 2KVA lighting plant, threaded the twin 
flat flex through all the tents, tied to the poles, screwed in the festoons, inserted the globes, and 
could hardly wait for nightfall. 
 
As soon as it was reasonably dark, I pulled on the starting rope and (lo and behold!) the whole 
camp lit up like a Xmas tree. It was all very gratifying. The current is 250V, so it was impressed 
on the blokes not to buggerize around with illegal things like toasters, heaters or shavers or they 
could find themselves zapped. 
 
From then on, electrifying camps became routine and the size grew to huge plants driven by a 
small car engine, trailer mounted. We were then able to go to toasters, radios, room heaters, 
shavers and electric computers. It was home from home.  
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MAZZAROL CREEK  
 

 
One day, circa 1959, two of us, members of the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps, Western Australian Field Survey Unit, were working in the wilderness 
of Exmouth Gulf country annotating aerial photography for military mapping 
purposes.  
 
We left our Jeep, early in the morning, on the track, and proceeded on foot 
into the bush heading North West, in the general direction of the coast. The 
temperature was close to 40 degrees/Celsius. I was given to understand by the 
bloke with me, who outranked me by one, that it was a short excursion and we 
would not need to carry anything except our photos, planning to be back in 
an hour or two. 
 
We walked and walked and walked, through low scrubby bush, trees too small 
for observation purposes, becoming thirstier by the minute. By early 
afternoon, having bashed our way through some particularly prickly wild 
bush, my companion decided to turn back before reaching a point of no 
return. I quietly felt we had already exceeded this by several hours and my 
belief that he knew what he was doing was growing dimmer by the minute. I 
was the official Automotive Engineer of the group, tagging along to make 
sure the vehicle didn¹t break down, he was the official Army Surveyor. By 
this time my mouth was so dry my chewing gum had turned to powder,  
 
We returned a different way, encountering even thicker and pricklier scrub,  
which we had to negotiate our way around, endeavoring to find the track and 
our Jeep, then luckily I noticed a perennial pool of cool, fresh water, in 
deep, black shadow, under a large overhanging rock formation. I fell into 
that water and nearly drowned myself gulping down this wonderful stuff,  
swearing I’d never drink anything but water again. 
 
We eventually got back to base camp and it was decided that the creek, 
including the perennial pool, which runs North to the Bindoola Creek; which 
in its turn, runs generally East West parallel to the Wyndham-Karunjie Road, 
should be named Mazzarol Creek. And so it was!! 
 
For the armchair surveyors, the creek lies on the South-West Corner of the 
Cambridge Gulf 1:250 000 Map (as shown on the next page), prepared by the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps. 



             Issue  No 30           WESTLINK            18th July 2008                 Page -_  19 
 

 
 



             Issue  No 30           WESTLINK            18th July 2008                 Page -_  20 
 

   Saracen’s Head Hotel – Adelaide Nov 2007 
 
From:  SURVEY EX-SERVICEMEN’S ASSOCIATION SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
                          
   December 2007 Newsletter.  By Alex Munro. 

L-R:      Stevo “The Judge” Hinic, Edwin “Eddy” Jacobs,  Alex “Darby” Munro, “Young” Brian Mead 
 
“Brian visited Adelaide during November with his family, to stay with his sister and her 
family, as well as others over from Victoria, without doubt a good sized gathering for a 
very special event, being a long overdue family reunion including a couple of birthdays 
as well. A very successful few days from all accounts. Brian also had the time to meet up 
with Stevo Hinic, Alex Munro and Eddy Jacobs at the Saracen’s Head, for a few pleasant 
hours, resurrecting a host of almost forgotten events from long ago.” 
 
 
Editor’s Comments:   
 
Eddy Jacobs served as a Sgt in 5 Fd Svy Sqn, during the late 1980’s. Post Army, he returned home to 
Adelaide. In 1996, he qualified as a middle school teacher, in Mathematics and Science and is now 
undertaking further academic studies for a Masters Degree in Sustainable Environments. Currently, he 
has the position of Athletics Coordinator at St Pauls College, Adelaide, after previous teaching 
appointments at Sacred Heart – Catholic Boys College and at State Government Schools.  
 
Retired WO1 Stevo Hinic, a stalwart of the local South Australian Association has an administrative 
position with the Supreme Court – as “Tipstaff to a Supreme Court Judge”. 
 
Alex Munro has recently curtailed his involvement with the South Australian Association, after over 20 
years service, occupying the Positions of President and Secretary. He is now “Ambassador at Large”!! 
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  Clem, Gaza and the Poms 
 
                    by  

                                  Bob McKenna 
 
 
During the Unit’s 1968 trip to the Kimberley, we were sent a detachment of British 
Engineers (The Poms). Our OC at the time was the late Clem Sargent. Now Clem was 
never at a loss to get men to work but these Poms had the great man just about beaten. He 
had given them various jobs that either never got finished or took ten times to the average 
to finish. 
 
The Poms had been sent to finish the Control for the Noonkanbah 1:250,000 Map Sheet 
and would probably be still doing it !! One day I (Mac) walked into the Operations 
(OP’s) tent with “Gaza”, who had just got off the plane from a Course at Bonegilla. 
“Gaza” was a happy-go-lucky type of a young chap, fond of a joke (practical if possible) 
but a very good worker. Clem’s eyes lit up and in typical fashion cleared the OP’s tent of 
all except “Gaza”, myself and Clem. I thought what the “hells” going on? “Gaza” 
thought, what have I done to cause this? 
 
Clem then told “Gaza” that he was being sent to join the Poms. “Gaza’s” face dropped as 
this unheard of punishment sunk in. “But” said Clem, you have an absolute free hand to 
do what ever you want, to get the job finished. Any “charge”, that “you” might find 
yourself on, will be torn up by me. So short of any physical injury, you have a free hand. 
Mac will drive you to Noonkanbah and explain the job on the way.  
 

Later that day, we 
arrived at the Poms’ 
camp, just as they were 
finishing for the day, at 
about 3 pm. I found Lt 
Kennedy and was about 
to introduce him to 
“Gaza”, when “Gaza” 
immediately stepped 
forward. He grabbed 
the outstretched hand, 
shook hell out of it and 
said “Everyone calls me 
“Gaza”, when we are in 
the bush. The Boss sent 
me down to give you a 

   The Poms Tent – Various  RE Sappers, Lt Kennedy and SSgt Morgan       bit of a hand.” 
       
I left for Derby about then !! 
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There is no record of what happened for the rest of that day, but next morning, at 6 am, 
“Gaza” came to life in a big way.  First he woke the camp telling all and sundry, that 
breakfast was ready in ten minutes. At 6 10 am, he went around tipping all twelve Poms 
out of bed, onto the ground, and tossed the stretchers out of the tents. His announcement, 
this time, was that breakfast finishes in ten minutes. 
 
At 6 20 am, he cleared the mess tent tables of all food, even the two plates that were half-
finished by the two Poms who had managed to get dressed by this time. These two were 
told to clear the “mess” up, wash the dishes and get ready to leave for work at 6 30 am. 
He then went around delegating jobs to some of the senior personnel. At 6 30 am, he told 
everyone to move to the respective vehicles and leave for work. 
 
By 6 45 am, the camp was empty except for two “shell-shocked” sappers, who were told 
to “Clean this rubbish tip back to Survey Corps camp standard, then cook the evening 
meal for everyone, ready for 6 pm. The day had many minor highlights but when 
everyone returned, by 5 30 pm and had a shower, the evening meal was ready by 6 pm. 
 
As the days progressed, the activities were all organised and directed by “Gaza”, who had 
taken over command of the whole operation. After several days of being thrown out of 
bed, the message got through and I was told, by a reliable source – “Gaza”, that these 
Poms are not that bad, when properly organised. 
 
 

 
A week later, the job was 
finished and Lt Kennedy 
was heard asking Major 
Sargent, “What rank is 
Gaza”? To which Clem 
replied, “Sapper - he has 
just qualified as a 
Corporal. Why do you 
ask?  Has he done 
something wrong?” “No, 
No” was the quick reply. 
There was a lot of 
laughter from the OR’s 
mess that night. 
 
                                               

                                   Derby Base Camp - 1968 
 
For those who did not have the pleasure of meeting and working with “Gaza” – he was 
Gary Larkin, one of two Larkin brothers to join the Survey Corps in the late 1960’s.  
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    Lt. Colonel Thomas Clem Sargent, OAM 
 
 
 The following eulogy, was prepared and read, by Charlie Watson at Clem’s funeral service in the 
 Anzac Memorial Chapel of the Royal Military College, Duntroon on Wednesday 9th January 2008. 
 
 
 

We are gathered here today to farewell and pay 
tribute to our esteemed friend, Clem Sargent. 
Clem Sargent joined the Interim Army in March 
1946 with the hope that he would be sent to 
Japan with the Occupation Forces. Instead he 
was allotted to 5th Field Survey Company of the 
Survey Corps, based at Chatswood in Sydney, 
as a Sapper. He did his initial survey training 
under Major Bert Eggeling and Warrant Officer 
Class 2 Spencer Snow. 
  
In October 1946 he did field work in the Snowy 
Mountains. He was part of Spencer Snow’s 
survey party which commenced levelling from 
near Jindabyne to the top of Mt Kosciusko. The 
levelling stopped at Charlottes Pass because 
snow covered the remaining high ground. After 
a brief Christmas break in Sydney, work 
commenced again in January 1947. 

 Colonel Commandant - Lt. Col. T.C. Sargent 
  
In March the survey party rode horses into the Grey Mare Range and the Rolling Grounds 
and worked for six weeks establishing survey control. Clem remarked recently “I’d never 
ridden, couldn’t ride then and still can’t”. The survey party was forced to pull out for the 
winter. Clem had been promoted to Corporal around this time. 
 
In 1948 Clem was working on the Berridale 1inch to 1 mile map. Major Clews’s plan to 
do barometric heighting down Hannels Ridge had to be cancelled because of snow falls. 
This saved Clem and Sapper Williams having to ride a horse from “The Chalet”, at 
Charlottes Pass, down through Dead Horse Gap and Tom Groggin to meet with the 
“Major” at the bottom of Hannels Ridge. Later that year he attended a course at the newly 
established School of Military Survey at Balcombe. This was the first course of several 
courses that he would attend over the next couple of years. The Commanding Officers 
were Major Bert Eggeling and later Lieutenant Colonel Bill Johnson. 
 
In 1949 Clem was posted to the Long Range Weapons Establishment, with Don Ridge. 
The Unit was commanded by Lieutenant Snow and Sergeant Ken Cook was the Unit 
senior NCO. In 1950 Clem was involved in surveys for the Woomera rocket range and 
participated in measurement of the Koolymilka first order base line. This was the last 
such baseline measured in Australia. 
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Pictured below are Members of AHQ Fd Svy Unit (C Comd Det) and LRWER Svy Sect 
engaged in base line measurement at Woomera – circa 1950. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
After a Special Survey Course at Balcombe in the latter part of 1950 and another in 
1951,Clem was commissioned as a Lieutenant on 15 December 1951 at the same time as 
Ed Anderson, Don Ridge, John Hillier and Frank Stevens. Early in the New Year he did a 
course on the “Multiplex”  Aerial Mapping system at Bendigo. 
 

 
   Balcombe, Victoria - circa 1950.         WO1 Axel McCloud and Cpl Clem Sargent enjoying a cruise,  
                                                                  aboard  a  WW2  era  DUKW  Amphibious  Vehicle.  

Back Row –  Maj W.B. Relf, Sgt K.J. Cook, Col L. Fitzgerald, Cpl. N.R.J. Hillier, Spr. B. Dalton, 
                        Spr. D. Carr, Spr. M. Smith, Spr. J. Reneker, Spr. D. White, Spr. L. Canard, 
                        Spr. L. Arnold, Spr. H. Smith, Cpl. J. Hammond, Cpl. D.R. Ridge, Lt. S.W. Snow. 
Front Row - Cpl. T.C. Sargent, Spr R. Laming, Spr N. Vaughan, Spr. M. Cain, Spr. W. Miller. 
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Between October 1952 and January 1954 he was posted to 15th National Service 
Training Battalion, at Puckapunyal. There he was initially a platoon commander 
responsible for training recruits in the early National Service intakes of 3 months 
duration. He was later the Assistant Adjutant of the Battalion. When asked about being 
stuck behind a desk he said. “I wasn’t overly struck on it. But I did what I was told” 
 
From January 1954 to September 1955 he was posted to Southern Command Field 
Survey Section. During this posting he worked on establishing survey control for 1in to 1 
mile maps mainly in the Mildura–Ouyen areas of North West Victoria, with some work at 
Ringwood and Wangaratta. In May 1955 the Southern Command Field Survey Section 
was amalgamated into the AHQ Cartographic Company to form the AHQ Survey 
Regiment with the Field Survey component becoming the Topographic Squadron of the 
Regiment. Clem, now with the Regiment was promoted Temporary Captain on 22 July 
1955, and to Substantive Captain on 15 December 1955. In early 1956 he managed to 
escape the office and work on the Ouyen-Mildura 2nd order triangulation with Keith 
Todd, Norm Tupper, Bruce Coburn and Tom Royle.  
 
Between August 1956 and November 1957 Clem was assigned to Project “Cutlass”. The 
project was a shore-ship-triangulation survey of New Ireland, New Hanover and 
surrounding offshore islands in the then Territory of Papua and New Guinea. The project, 
commanded by Major Spencer Snow was a cooperative effort between Australia and the 
United States of America, Army Map Service (29 Engineer Topographic Battalion). The 
project was similar to the preceding New Britain survey; Project “Xylon”. 
 
Following these years of arduous field work Clem became the Adjutant/Quarter Master 
of the AHQ Survey Regiment. In the years 1961-1962 Clem worked on geodetic surveys 
and control for 1:250,000 scale mapping in the Queensland Gulf Country and Cape York. 
When stationed in the Coen area Clem was pleased to be given the task of searching for 
one of the “K” trees marked by the Kennedy Expedition in 1848 some where in the 
Weymouth Bay or Shelburne Bay areas. I’m not sure which. He found the general area 
but bushfires had removed all the likely trees in the area. 
 
After promotion to Major on 15 December 1961 Clem was posted to Survey Directorate 
in Army Headquarters which had recently moved to Canberra from Albert Park, 
Melbourne, as Deputy Assistant Director Survey. On 9 March 1965 he undertook a 
British Army posting as Deputy Assistant Director Survey at Headquarters Far Eastern 
Land Forces, Singapore until February 1967. 
 
On his return to Australia he was appointed Officer Commanding Western Command 
Field Survey Unit and Deputy Assistant Director Survey Western Command, based in 
Fremantle where he was responsible for the Survey Corps 1:100,000 mapping 
programme in the Kimberley Region of Western Australia. Between April and August 
1970, Clem was seconded to Eastern Command Field Survey Unit in Sydney to 
command the first Defence Mapping aid project in Indonesia – Operation “MANDAU” 
in West Kalimantan (Borneo). 
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Initially the operation was to be commanded by a Capt, however, as Army Headquarters 
began to realise the size and importance of the Project a Major was called into the job. 
Clem was selected because Major Bob Hammett the Officer Commanding Eastern 
Command Field Survey Unit had recently died and Captain Ted Laker the Officer 
Commanding designate had not yet returned from his posting in the United Kingdom. 
The remaining Officer’s Commanding were busy preparing for their own major field 
operations. 
 
 “Mandau” was an international project which in addition to the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps included the British 84th Survey Squadron Royal Engineers based at Singapore, 
Indonesian Army topographers, a Royal Australian Air Force Caribou aircraft contingent 
and charted civilian aircraft. Besides Survey there were Army detachments from Signals, 
Aviation, Service Corps, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Pay Corps, Catering 
Corps, Medical Corps and Ordnance Corps. 
 
“Mandau” was also significant in that it established a bond of trust between the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps and Indonesian Army Topographers that was to grow stronger 
year by year. Later when relations between the Indonesian and Australian Governments 
became strained, co-operative surveys were able to continue pretty much as normal. Clem 
and his Detachment were the people that started it off. Clem’s last military appointment 
was Commanding Officer and Chief Instructor of the School of Military Survey, 
Bonegilla, from which he retired with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel on 19 March 1975. 
 
Clem joined the Australian Survey Office after he left the Army. There he was involved 
in the training of survey technical officers. After a time at the Department of Defence 
(Directorate of Recruiting) he completed his career with the Division of National 
Mapping as the Senior Executive Officer (Planning and Co-ordination). Since retirement 
from the Survey Corps he has kept an active interest in Corps matters – as editor of the 
National Bulletin of Survey Corps Associations for five years and as President of the 
Canberra Survey Corps Association for over ten years. 
 
Clem was appointed Colonel Commandant of the Royal Australian Survey Corps for a 
period of four years from 10 February 1983 to 10 February 1987. This appointment was 
later extended until 10 February 1989. In retirement Clem has been involved with three 
major Survey Corps Association Projects.  
 

• First, the publication of the Corps history. “Australia’s Military Mapmakers” by 
Chris Coulthard-Clark in September 2000.  

• Secondly, the dedication of a commemorative plaque to recognise those who 
served in survey units on Active Service. Many of you will remember the great 
occasion on 9 July 2007 when His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery AC 
CVO MC Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia and Clem 
unveiled the plaque at the Australian War Memorial;  

• thirdly, the re-establishment of the Survey Corps Museum at the School of 
Military Engineering, Casula. A start has been made to this project. 
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   Bendigo, Victoria – 2003.   
       
  Clem Sargent  after  launching the book, “Mapmakers of Fortuna”, with Author Valerie Lovejoy, 
  The Mayor of Bendigo - Councillor Willie Cairney and Don Swiney (Patron, Ex-Fortuna Association) 
  in the Bendigo Town Hall,  following the Council Civic Launch. 
 
 
In addition to his Survey Corps activities Clem had a great interest in military history. He 
joined the Military Research and Collectors Society, the predecessor of the Military 
Historical Society of Australia, in Victoria in 1959. Since then he has been an inaugural 
member and office bearer of both the Western Australian and Australian Capital Territory 
branches. He has held senior positions in the Society, Federal Secretary (1978 -1988) and 
Federal Vice President. He has been the Australian Corresponding Member of the 
Council of the Society for Army Historical Research (Based in the United Kingdom). 
 
Clem’s military history interests are primarily in the Peninsular War and the Peninsular 
War Veterans in Australia. He has published one book “The Colonial Garrison 1817-
1824”, which is a history of the 48th Regiment, the “Northamptons”, who were in 
Australia between 1817 and 1823. He has been working on another regimental history; 
this time the 40th Regiment, 2nd Somersetshire Regiment, who served two tours of duty 
in Tasmania between 1824 and 1860.  
 



             Issue  No 30           WESTLINK            18th July 2008                 Page -_  28 
 

He has written many articles for the Society’s Journal “Sabretache”. “The Royal 
Australian Survey Corps 1915-1990” is one article that quickly springs to mind. For his 
services to Military History, Clem was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 
June 2003. 
 
I think that you will agree with me when I say that Clem has had a busy, often exciting 
and certainly a fulfilling career. If you have ever been part of ship to shore or helicopter 
operations you will understand what excitement can be. We all enjoyed his cheerful 
manner and the enthusiasm he showed for daily life. His no nonsense style of getting 
things done was appreciated by us all, even those that were volunteered. 
 
 
And so as we say farewell Clem, I offer to you some lines from the Chorus of the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps Song: 
 

 
 “Wandering the Kings Highway” 

 
 

   “But when I start my journey   “But when I start my journey   “But when I start my journey   “But when I start my journey    
    At the dawn of another day    At the dawn of another day    At the dawn of another day    At the dawn of another day    

                                I give a health to comrades    I give a health to comrades    I give a health to comrades    I give a health to comrades    
                                Pals of the king’s highway.”    Pals of the king’s highway.”    Pals of the king’s highway.”    Pals of the king’s highway.”    
 
 
 

Charlie Watson 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
      Clem never forgot his Welsh ancestry and his funeral notice carried the phrase: 
 

            Djwedd y daith ei wasanaeth drossard 
               (End of the journey, his duty done) 

 
 
Clem is survived by his second wife Margaret, children and children in law Margaret, 
Rosemary, Glyn, David, Helen and Elizabeth; Grandchildren Kate, Gabrielle, Jenna, 
Owen and Hannah and brother Haydn; step-children and step-children in law Peter, 
Christine, Jenny, Eugene; step-grandchildren Andrew, Lucy, Matthew, Marguritte and 
David and step great grandchildren Taylor and Daniel. 
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