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VALE

Captain Don Cocker RL
Don Cocker pé.ssed away on Mon 17 Feb '92 at his home in Wembley Downs WA.

Don had a long and very distinguished career with the RA Svy Corps as a regular soldier
and with the ARES. In all Don served for some 35 years at the Svy Regt, the school of
Svy and 5 Fd Svy Sqn and later in various ARES units in WA until his retirement in 1991
as the OC of the ARES Tp in WA. Don had one tour of Vietnam and participated in Field

trips to Indonesia, PNG and many parts of Australia : ' '

Don had a great affection for the Army and for our Corps and its history, and indeed, a
great concern for its future. This was undoubtedly motivated by his long service to the
Corps and to the breadth of roles in which he served. :

He joined the Corps as a Sapper and held all ranks for varying lengths of time up to and
inciuding Captain. Don is perhaps best remembered as an SSM where he motivated,

cajoled and even threatened some people to enable them to achieve their potential and to
reach the high standards that Don set for himself. o :

In Nov '91 Don reached the age of retirement and was farewelled from the Army by the
members of the Survey Troop and our Association. During that function many tributes to
Don's career were received from all over Australia and all attested to his loyalty and
devotion to the Army and to the Corps. .

Our condolences and deepest sympathy are extended to Y vonne, Trinette, Kellee, Marise,
Zane and their families. : | _
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

. - This is the fourth Edition of our Newsletter and has been timed for distribution on Anzac
Day. : _ : ' , _ '

Since our last edition the Association has held our Annual Corps Dinner which was again
at Williams Seafood restaurant in Nth Fremantle and was again a great success. Alex
Laing was present and was able to catch up with many old friends. A combined ARES
troop and Svy Association Xmas function was held at the OR's Mess at Leeuwin
Barracks. This also incorporated a farewell to Don Cocker upon his retirement from the
Army. The function was also well attended and was a very enjoyable evening. Major Dave
Sankey came over from Brisbane for the function and his presence, to farewell Don, was
very much appreciated. As you will all be aware, Don Cocker passed away in Feb. He was
a great supporter of our Association and we will all miss him greatly.

The ARes Troop has once again been relocated - this time back to D block of the Survey
Building at Karrakatta and has a new Officer Commanding. Capt Leon Griffiths became
the OC in Jan 92 and as he is also on our committee we can safely assume that the troop
will continue to foster the close relationship that has been built up with our Association,

I have received a letter from the Ex Fortuna Survey Association inviting any old Regt
- people to join their organization at a cost of $5 per family. They are also interested in
obtaining the address of all ex Regt members, so if you wish to be put on their list write -
and let them know. They are also inviting all Survey Corps people to their next retmion on
- Melbourne Cup Day in Nov '92. They can arrange billeted accommodation if they have
enough lead time, - -

Théir address is:

Ex Fortuna Association
PO Box 1004
Bendigo Vic 3550

If enough people from here are interested we may be able to arrangé some cheaper travel
through a block booking. Please contact me if interested. :

In this issue of West Link we have begun a segment on past survey operations undertaken
by the unit in WA. The first segment (page ) deals with operation Microbe. In future
editions other operations will be covered, however we lack some information on OPs prior
to 1970. If you can help please send your information to Jo Mazzarol or myself.

It is my intention to step down from President of the Association at the AGM and I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all our members for their support and interest during
my time as President. I would especially like to thank the committee who have been a -
great team and also their wives who have all stepped in to assist when needed, | especially
thank Barry Parker and Ray Sargeant for their efforts. S .

ido hopé to see a great many melhbers on Anzac Day for the March, the AGM and the
B-B-Q afterwards. . _ '

Regards,

Don Taylor.



"EULOGY
Sgt Pantaleo (Leo) Avino

It is with great sadness we report th'e'pa'ssing of Sgt Pantaleo (Leo) Avino (34) after a short
illness. He is survived by his wife, Leeanne, son Nicholas (7), and daughter Ashlee (5).

Leo enlisted in the Army Reserve as a member of 5 Fd Svy Sqn on 20 Nov '82 and was
promoted to Corporal on 31 Aug '83, then to Sergeant on 31 May '88.

After the disbandment of 5 Fd Svy Sqn (ARA) in Western Australia, the ARes qompénent |

became 2 Topo Svy Tp to which Leo was posted on 1 Mar '90.

To say he will be sadly missed is an understatement. Leo had a tremendous sense of -
humour with a way of making people at ease and was a popular figure both within the
Army Reserve and in his occupation as a Cartographic Draftsman with the Dept of
Conservation and Land Management.

The members of the unit will recall when Leo's infectious humour has left them with sides
aching with laughter thereby enhancing the completion of what may have been a
monotonous task by turning it into an enjoyable situation. '

In March 1990 with the change of name to 2 Topo Svy Tp also came a change of role. The
role being "To provide military geographical support in the area of operations". Hence a
Brigade Support Section was formed consisting of two fully converted vehicles capable of
an array of rapid response mapping tasks in the field. Leo was responsible for this section
including the training of unit members to fulfil its operational requirements. His dedication
to this role as with all tasks since his enlistment was exemplary.

Including his promotion courses, Leo attended Drivers Courses as both student and
instructor. He was also involved with 5 Regional Cadet Unit, being part of our obligation
as parent unit. This was a role from which Leo derived a great amount of pleasure.

Leo's dedication, humour and mateship can never be replaced and we extend to Leeanne,
Nicholas, Ashlee and the Avino family our deepest sympathy.

Rest in peace mate. Your presence will always be felt.

Sgt Leo Avino




PERSONNEL

" 1992 makes the 10th Anniversary of the formation of the ARES troop in WA, Although
the unit did begin recruiting and parading in late ‘91, the first official parade was held on, -
1 Mar '82 under the Command of Capt Fred Brown. Other members to parade that night

WOI1 Bob Crane
Cpl Allan Rossow
Cpl Bob Michajlow
Cpl Garry Ames
L/Cpl Leanne White
Spr Paul Faithful
Spr Steve Jones

Pte Steve Throssell
Pte Di Western

Of the people mentioned above, Allan Rossow, Paul Faithful, Steve Jones and Di Western,
are still members of the troop and have formed the nucleus of a very efficient and
dedicated unit. Our congratulations go to the troop on their 10th Anniversary and -
hopefully they will continue for many more years.

While on the subject of the ARES niembers, Fred Brown now Major Brown is the RA
Svy Corps Advisor in 5 MD. Fred is currently an instructor at RCSC in his ARES job,
while continuing to lecture at Wembley Tech by day. B 7 :

Leon Griffiths (the new OC of the unit) is choosing old photos or memorabilia to "reput”
together a small potied pictorial history of the unit, ARA and ARES; His main aim is to
enable the ARES people to relate to former ARA members and to have some idea of past
trips or adventures in which the unit was involved. So please, any photos which you may
like to have put in a place of honour at the unit, accompanied by a small caption, will be
appreciated. : : _

Two ARES members who have recently been commissioned into the ARA are Robert
Grey, now at the Svy Regt and Peter Crabbe also posted to the Regt but who is currently
in the Antarctic. ' ' :

Col Darch who recently departed Perth where he was the Cadet Corps Advisor has now
been commissioned to Capt and is the OC of the Map Depot at Bandianna. WO1 Allan -
- Toogood had replaced Darchie' and we hope to see Allan at some of out functions.

Received a letter from Peter and Barbara Bates Brownsword recently. Both are well and

are managing 1o keep very busy in retirement. They are off to LAE in PNG on April 10th

* for a three months stint with the Australian Board of Missions. Peter is to be a project
officer there. We wish them both the best of luck. , .

Bill McGauren, one of the early 4th Field Svy members recently had a spell at the Repat
~ Hospital. Bill is now over 80 years of age and has had a few ticker problems but
hopefully is now recovered and back to his best. - _ -

Don Taylor,
Hon Pres
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THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION [WESTERN AUSTRALIA]INC

| CONSTITUTION
‘NAM E The name of the Assocratlon 1s "The Royal Australtan Survey Corps Ass001at10n
(Western Austraha) Inc". EY o ‘ 7

_ DEFINITIONS. "The Assoc1atton ‘means "The Royal Austrahan Survey Corps Assoc1auon
(Western Australia) Inc." _

"RA Svy" means "The Royal Australian Survey Corps".

'WRAAC" means "Women's Royal Australian Army Corps”

"The Committee” means "The Committee of the Royal Austra.han Survey Corps Assocxauon _

(Western Australia) Inc”.

‘OBJECTIVES. The objectives of the Association are;
1. To foster the spirit of friendship formed during service with the RA Svy.

2. To preserve the memory of comrades who have died. :
3. Toaid the sick, wounded and necessitous members and ex members of the RA Svy..
4. To promote amongst members the hi ghest degree of citizenship and to serve Australia in

-peace and war.
5, Toarrange penodlcal reunions of members.

6. To provide facilities for obtaining and affording of advice and information in the interests
. of members and/or ex-members of the RA Svy and/or their dependents and the dependents of
deceased members or ex-members.

7. To assist and co-operate with kindred organisations.

8.. To take an active interest in the RA Svy. :

9. To co-operate with any association or body whether corporate or not, in the
Commonwealth of Australia and Territories thereof formed by members of RA Svy and
havmg objects the same -as or similar to those of this Association. :

 POWERS. The Association has the power to do all things as are necessary, incidental of
conductlve to the attainment of all or any of its objects. _

NON PROFIT._The income and property of the Association shall be applied soley towards
the promotion of the objects of the Association. _
No portion of the income or property shall be paid, transferred or distributed directly or
 indirectly to the members of the Association, provided that nothing shall prevent the payment
in good faith of remuneration to any officer or employee of the Association or to any person
other than a member, in rewm for services rendered to the Association

DISSOLUTION The Assocxatlon may be dissolved or wound up by a resolution at any
General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting called for such a purpose. If upon the
dissolution or winding up of the Association there remains, after the satisfaction of all its debts
and liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to, transferred or distributed
amongst the members of the Association. It shall be given to some other Association, body of
Institution having objects similar, wholly or in part, to the ob_;ects of the Assoc1at.lon as
determined by the members of the Association at of before the time of dissolution of winding
~up. In default of any such resolution, the demston for distribution shall be determined by a

Judge of the Dtstnct Court.

MEMBERSHIP. The fi ollowm g persons shall be ellgtble for membershrp of the ASSOCla.tlon
1. Members of the Australian Survey Corps and RA Svy who have served therein for at least
six months and who were not dishonourably discharged. _

2. Members of the W_RAAC'and other Corps who have serv'ed with RA Svy or Australian
Survey Corps units for at least six months and who were not dishonourably discharged.



3. Such members of any Allied Force of Ancillary Service as may be approved by the

- 4." Members of the Public Service of the Commonwealth of Australia who have been
employed on the establishment of an RA Svy unit for not less than six months. -

recommended by the Committee and approved by a General Meeting.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. Any person wishing to become a member of the

Association must apply in writing and the application shall be considered by the Committee
which may accept or reject it. On payment of the subscription, hereinafter provided, such
person, if accepted by the Committee, shall becomea member. -

EXPULSION. The Committee may expel a member whose conduct has been contrary to the
best interests of the Association. The member's alleged conduct shall be investigated at a
meeting of the Committee especially called for the purpose and the member has the nght to be
present and to be heard.

APPEAT. AGAINST EXPULSION. A member-who has been expelled by the Committee
may request, in writing that, The Committee call a Geheral Meeting to which he may appeal
against the decision. The Committee shall call a General Meeting for this purpose for a day
not more than twenty-eight (28) days after receiving such a request.

5. Persons with exceptionally strong and close affiliation with RA Svy as may be

OFFICERS. The officers of the Association are the President, Vice-President, Secretary and

Treasurer, each of whom shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting.
MANAGEMENT. A Committee shall conduct the day to day affairs of the Association.

COMMITTEE. A Committee shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer and not less than two or more than'six members who shall also be elected at the

Annual General Meeting.

QUORUM. One-third of the Committee membérship shall form a quoﬁxm and questions
shall be decided by a simple majority of votes. The President having a casting as well as a
deliberative vote. . _

COMMITTEE MEETINGS. _Thé President or Vice-President shall summon meetings of
- the Committee. , _

CASUAL VACANCIES IN COMMITTEE. Should a casual vacancy occur in the

Committee the remaining members of the Committee may fill the position by co-opting a
member. _ - -

SUESCRIPT!ONS. The Annual Subscription payable by each niember shall be such
amount as is fixed at the Annual General Meeting. It shall be payable on the first day of April
in each year. A member whose subscription is more than twelve months in arrears shall cease

to be amember.

ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT. The Treasurer shall prepare the usual Accounts and Balance
.Sheet for the period, 1st January to 31st December in each year which shall be submitted to

the Auditor in sufficient time for his report thereon to be made to the Annual General Meeting.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS. ' An Annual General Meeting of members shall be
held during March each year. At that meeting the members shall receive the President's report,
the Accounts and Auditor's report thereon and shall elect the Officers of the Association,
members of the Committee and Auditor for the ensuing year.

9



_ . 3 .
GENERAL MEETINGS. The Committee may summon a General Meeting at any other
time and shall do so for a day not more than twenty-eight days after receiving a written request
to do so signed by at least one-third of the membership. : S
QUORUM AT GENERAL MEETINGS. Atany General Meeting ten members shall form

" a quorum. . N o
ALTERATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. This constitution may be altered by
resolution of a General Meeting (notice having been given) and passed by at least three-
quarters of the members present and voting. - - v R '
COMMON SEAL._The Common Seal of the Association engraved with the name of the
Association shall be kept in the care of the Treasurer. The Seal shail not be used or affixed to

- any deed or other document except pursuant to the resolution of the Committee and in the

presence of the President and two members of the Committee both of whom shall subscribe
- their names as witnesses. : _ _ S -

ERRATA
Issue No 3. |
Page 10 should have been Page 11 and Page 11 should have been Page 10.

On' Page 11, Para 3.7 Sub Para C should read,"Extend the existing 1 Mile to an Inch
mapping north along the coast to Geraldton”. :

add Sub Para D as follows:

D. Extend the existing Western Australian Lands Department Triangulation by 2nd
Order chains from Perth north and south through the coastal fringe to provide mapping

control. '

The sixteen recruits mentioned at Para 3.7 were as follows: -

Allan Allsop o - Surveyor
William Beatty _ Mine Supt
Robert Bevan ' Forester
- William Bocksette - Miner
George Beamish = . S _
EddieBell - =~ = - Miner .
Edger Critchett - Mine Engineer
Gordon Emmington _ . Time Keeper
. Chas Gilbert ' Survey hand -
- Ken Jones ~ Student
Jim Mills Farmer
Les Phillips - Engr Asst
Lou Pittlekov Engineer
Ray Stenberg - Student _
Ernie Surber - Asst Surveyor
Allan Young Postal Asst

10



A HISTORY OF WESTERN COMMAND FIELD SURVEY CORPS
Compiled by Pat Wood B.EM. (Mil) | o |

Chapter 4 THE POST SECOND WORLD WAR DECADE.

4.1 - In November 1946 No. 2 Section, 3 Field Survey Company was
. transferred from Queensland to Western Command. The Section Commander was

Lieutenant WJ Harrison and they were located in the old 4 Aust Field Survey Company's
- accommodation at Karrakatta under the control of DAD SVY-Maj RK Rule MM. The
Section was manned as follows: Lt WJ Harrison, WO1 NL Terry MM, WO1 WG
Bocksette, Sgt H Gattenof, Cpl HC Gomm, Cpl AK Stewart, Spr JR Rosenius, Spr TE
Cole, Spr AH Simpson, Spr WH Jones, Spr ] D'Evelynes, Spr DA Jones, Spr KJ Cook,
Spr JTC Booton, Spr LLVJ Smith. . o

4.2. . In January 1947 Western Command Field Survey Section was
formed under the command of Major RK Rule MM, Personnel from No 2 Section were
- transferred into the new unit together with the following Survey Personnel from
Headquarters Western Command: Lt ETB Johnson, WO2 B Hogan, Sgt AS Brown, Cpl
CAH Clutterbuck, Cpl JF Hooton, Spr CS Warren, Spr KS Reynolds, Spr WA Levings.

The unit mounted its first operation in the Kimberley Division, observing a third order
triangulation net covering the 4 Mile to an Inch Noonkanbah Map. A Baseline was
measured on Go Go Cattie Station and also several resections were observed for aerial
photograph control. A spirit level traverse connection from a tide gauge on the Derby Jetty
10 the Mount Anderson Trig point was completed. o :

43 In 1948 the Northam 1 Mile to an Inch map sheet was controlled.
In December 1948 his Majesty King George VI granted the titie "Royal" to the Australian
Survey Corps in recognition of the Corps service during World War 2. -

4.4 In 1949 The York and Bevesley 1 Mile to an Inch map sheets were
controlled. ' _ _
4.5 -+ In 1950 the Kojonup 1 Mile to an Inch map sheet was controlled.

' Some astro-fixes to control the 4 Miles to an Inch Kalgoorlie map sheet were observed.

4.6 ' - In 1951 The Katanning and Bridgetown 1 Mile to and Inch map
sheets were controlled. Capt FD Buckland was posted into the Unit. - :

4.7 .- In 1952 the Wagin 1 Mile to an Inch map sheet was controlled. It is

believed that Multiplex Photogrammetric Plotting equipment was installed at unit
headquarters around this period. In November Major RK Rule retired and handed over
command to Major FD Buckland. - _ — :

4.8 - In 1953 the Botherling and Goomalling 1 Mile to an Inch maps
were controlled for the Perth 4 Miles to an Inch map. Control and some Plane Table
compilation of the Yanchep Artillery Range was undertaken. Towards the end of the year
work was commenced on the Albany 1Mile to an Inch map.

49 * In 1954 control of the Albany, Redmond, Mount Manypeak and
Breaksea 1 Mile to an Inch maps was completed. Third Order triangulation and aneroid

barometer heighting techniques were employed. The field detachment camped in the .

Princess Royal Forts on Mount Adelaide, Albany. They are believed to be the last unit to
use these historical barracks. The following extract from the Royal Australian Engineers
is of interest; "in March 1883 the Albany Garrison of Permanent artillery was added to
the western Australian Defence Force by transfer from the South Australian defence
Force. (The garrison was supported by all the colonies, and can be considered Australia's
earliest federal contingent)". Horizontal control of the Toodyay Area commenced. :

11



... ssearch aircraftfrom

Cpl XJJ Heyworth, Spr's BJ Broad, FC Frodsham B Uwins and, PH Wood were
transferred to the New Guinea Survey Unit for the Project ZYLON operatxon the ship-
- shore survey of New Britain, in J une 1954. _

4.10 ' ' In September 1954 the unit moved from Ka.rrakatta to the Artlllery
‘Barracks at Burt Street, Fremantle. Vertical control for the large scale mapping of the
Toodyay Training Area and also the standard 1 Mile to an Inch' map sheet was obtained
- by aneroid barometer heighting. In November 1955 Major FD Buckland was posted to
" Malaya. Capt GG Ghent administered command until MaJor LB Sprenger arrived from
excha.nge posnng in the Umted ngdom in January 1956. -

- 411 . -Over the penod January-to March 1956 control of the 1: 25,000
. scale mapping of the Lancelin Training Area was completed. Third Order tnangulanon
and barometer heighting techniques for multiplex "bridge" control were employed. The
' ‘training area was notorious. for the prevalence and variety of kangaroo ticks. The field
operations then shifted North tothe 1 Mile to:1 Inch Geraldton map area. ‘A base camp
‘was established adjacent to a bore near the Walkaway townsite. The Lands Department
had the area on its aerial photography programme so the conirol was selected on the basis
- of the proposed photography flight lines. The majority - of the-established trig points were
located on prominent features making the area ideal for controlling the map sheet with
resections. When the air photography was flown it was discovered that the runs were
approximately 50% of the photo width North of the planned positions. Consequently all
‘the control had to be repositioned: In June Cpl FC Frodsham, Cpl PH Wood, Spr PJ
Giblett, Spr AW Hancock and Spr B Uwins were detached to the Topo Squandron, AHQ
survey Regiment for the Project CUTLESS, the ship-shore Survey of New Ireland.

'THESI'ARTOFTI-EMETRICERA

5.1 ' In 1956 the Royal Austrahan Survey Corps mtroduccd scnbmg
techniques to the "fair drawing" stage of the map production train. the opportunity was
taken to produce all future Australian Defence mapping to the SEATO standard
specifications of scale, format and positional accuracies. The first map produced under the

-new specifications was the Mildura 1:50,000 scale sheet in Victoria. The Division of
National Mapping and the Corps commenced the 1: 250,000 scale mapping programme to
-cover the whole of Australia with the well known R502 series by 1965. The unit's
involvement in this jprogramme commenced with control surveys of the Yanrey, Onslow
and Quobba sheets in 1956

52 . dn 10572 basemmp was established at the Six Mile, Wyndham
and th Cambndge Gulf and Medusa Batiks map sheets were controlled. A triangulation
_chain from Wyndham %o Mount Hensman was -observed .and a base line East of the -

* -~ . Bastian Range was measured. Horizontal an vertical control Tor 150,000 scile inapping

:around 'Wyndham ‘was undertaken."A ‘Hiller 12C ‘helicopter ‘on ‘charter from Trans
- Australian Airlines and piloted by Captain Tvanoff swas used 10 move survey parties
-especially on the Western side of Cambridge Gulf. and North into the Medusa banks’ map
area, The hehoopter"bemme -grounded with engine TailuremBué}deHead. A Neptune air _

" “lainch from Wyndhant'récovered the passenger WO2 Bremner mext day. The zircraft

. was repaired and flown ‘back 1o Wyndham later, The BOC West

‘Command Major

" :General Hariison, was visiting the Detachment at this time. e vas made aware of several

n shox:tcommgs .on the quality and quantity of personal Clothirig dssues, fresh and dry -
+ rations, and camp stores. The standard AB boot only had-a:workinglife of 3 weeks in the
‘hard rock country. The Army virtually had noTight: welg‘htmmp equipment suitable for
-small survey parties nor refri gerators sui table for moblle support base situations on its
: stoms inventory at that tlme LT _

53 . This field operanon pmved (o be the last by the Unit that relied on
triangujation and/or theodolite and chain traverse techniques for large scale map cantrol.

12
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The advent of electronic Distance Measuring equipment (EDM) was to herald dramatic -
changes to the speed, accuracy and flexibility of most survey projects. During the periods
January to March 1958 WO2 KR Bremner and Cpl PH Wood were detached to the
- AHQ Survey Regiment for the acceptance trials of the MRA1 Tellurometer. In April a
base camp was established about 5 Kilometres South of the Derby Airport on the Eastern
side of the main road to Derby. A reconnaissance of a proposed Geodetic traverse from
Mount Anderson to Halls Creek commenced under the control of WO2 AH Simpson
who had previously been on the 1948 Noonkanbah operahon o

Agreement on whether National Mapping or the Corps was to observe the above traverse
- were not finalised so a loop traverse from Halls Creek to Wyndham via the Great
Northern Highway and return via the Duncan Highway was commenced. The task was
undertaken by an average or 6 two man teams, each with a jeep and trailer, who usually
camped near the traverse station under the stars. The three Tellurometer teams selected,

cleared and ground marked each traverse station. Each traverse leg was measured twice.

usually at different times of the day, under varying metrological conditions. Sgt JTC
Booton was in charge of the angle observations using a 5 inch Tavistock theodolite. There
were two lightkeeping teams. Most of the Stations were steep, rocky climbs with the need
to man pack heavy loads of instruments and wet cell batteries. Although no serious
injuries occurred, some nasty falls with battery loads where clothing was damaged by
~ acid, were reported

54 About July 1958 all the survey teams were assembled at Halls -
Creek to be addressed by Major General Harrison. The night before he arrived steady rain

fell during the early hours of the moming. With no shelter all troops were wet and

miserable and must have presented a sorry sight to the General. He briefed the unit on the -
recommendations made by the Alison Committee on Defence Service Conditions. The

changes in trade grouping, pay and allowances, adopted by the Government, lifted the

morale considerably. During this period the newly formed Special Air Service Company

- (SAS) exercised in the Kimberlely. Leaving Perth in'a flood of publicity they drove North

by road. The '‘Sunday Times', in Perth, stated that the convoy would be the first army

personnel to serve in the North West since World War Two and they would be training in

‘wild and inhospitable’ country. The caretaker of the base camp near Derby, Spr RB Jones,

- erected a sign at Langi's Crossing addressed to the SAS, welcoming them to the 'Wild and

inhospitable Kimberley" from Western Command Field Survey Unit.

" The SAS OC displayed a distinct lack of humour when retuming the sign to Spr Jones
. and later when meeting Major Sprenger in the field. In spite of the setback, SAS parties
commenced a recce of the access into the Kalumburu Mission and the selection of sites
for fuel dumps and helipads for the future survey operations. An Auster aircraft on charter
from Robbie Airways in Adelaide and piloted by personnel from the Army Aviation
Company suppor | the 1958 operations. The first pilot was Capt R Harding of the Royal
- Australian Servic Corps. He later became Director of Army Aviation. An attempt was
made to developr .neroid barometer heighting technique using the light FW aircraft.
Although promising progress was made there were some unresolved problems. SSgt C
- Miller, Royal Australian Signals relieved Capt Harding, he in turn was relieved by SSgt B
Smith Royal Australian Engineers. The two NCO's were later commissioned and had
- dlstmgmshed careers in the Australian AvxatJon Corps when it was formed..

55 S " On the conclusion of the Geodetic Traverse observations a small
base camp was established at Halls Creek. About this ime Lt H Taylor joined the Unit on
posting from Malaysia. A Hiller 12C helicopter on charter for Trans Australia Airlines
was delivered by DC3 aircraft. The TAA pilots were Capt Gordon Hill and First Officer
~ Bob Fraser. After some initial problems with the spark plugs leading up' the helicopter

proved most useful on field checks, barometer heighting and horizontal control sorties for .
the control the Lissadell and Dixon Range 1: 250,000 scale map areas. While operating in -
the Turkey Creek area a base was established at the abandoned Police Station. Mr Kit-
Denton from the Australian Broadcasting Commission in Perth stayed with the
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detachment for a few days at this time. He presented a talk on the operation over the
National radio on his return to Perth. Denton was to later become famous as the Author of
the novel "The Breaker". The surveyors who had the task of heighting by helicopter in the
now well known Bungle Bungle area were ecstatic in their descriptions of the terrain's
grandeur. This, years before the 'discovery' by the tourist operators and film makers of
. this unique region. - ' o : =

5.6 ' In the New Years Honours List of 1959, the unit OC, Maj LB
Sprenger was made a Member of the -Order of the British Empire for his service in the
Kimberley. In April the Unit set up a base camp on the previous site near Derby. A
forward base was established near the airstrip on Fossil Downs station preparatory to
observing a Geodetic Traverse from Fitzroy Crossing north to Kalumburu Mission. La
Place observations commenced on the Southern terminal line of Mount Campbell-
Outcamp Hill with Capt AG Bomford RE in charge. Capt Bomford was on detachment
from the AHQ Survey Regiment, where he was the United Kingdom Exchange Officer.
He was later to become Director of National Mapping in Canberra. Capt Bomford and
Sgt PH Wood just completed a La Place Observer's Course at the School of Military
Survey. The observations were disrupted for several days when rain in the headwaters of
the Margaret River to rise 8 metres overnight effectively closing all land access into Fossil
Downs Station. When the Margaret River crossing became passable again a full La Place
programme was observed at Mount Campbell. On completion.of the astronomical obs.
and the arrival of the Bell G2 helicopters on charter from Helicopter Utilities, the Geodetic
Traverse from Mount Campbell to the North commenced.

8.7 For map control purposes the Traverse generally followed the
- 126th degree of meridian. The Traverse team consisted of three 2 man parties; the forward

party with a tellurometer who ground marked and cleared each station, the centre party
with a tellurometer and a 5 inch Tavistock theodolite and the rear party with a tellulrometer
and a Wild T2 Tavistock. Each day would commence at 6am with a radio schedule where
results from the previous night's observations were confirmed. If cleared, the helicopter
would proceed from a support base to the forward party's location loaded with rations,
water and freshly charged batteries for the Tellurometers. It would then proceed to lift
each party forward to its next location. Each lift by the helicopter usually took one
member and-half of the party's stores. During these movements Tellurometer
measurements and vertical angles were read, by mid-afternoon all parties were usually re-
positioned and preparing for horizontal angle observations. These usually commenced
with the first set at 1600hrs. The second set was usually started just before sunset. The
third set of observations included the South Polar star Sigma Octantis in each round of
angles. Six pairs of East West stars for longitude and 4 to 6 pairs of circum meridian
stars for latitude would then be observed.” Geodetic EDM traversing was still a relatively
untried technique and there were doubts on the density of checks needed along a traverse
to maintain azimuthal standards. It was hoped that the heavy observation programme
would help resolve this probiem and provide some information on geodial deflections in

the area.

58 When the traverse reached Phillip Range all the traverse parties
were brought into Mount House Station for a rest and allow the heighting control for the
1,250,000 scale mapping to catch up. The Mount Ramsey, Lansdowne and Mount
Elizabeth sheets were heighted by helicopter borne altimeter traverses. The owners of
Mount House, Mr and Mrs Doug Blythe, provided full board with traditional Kimberley
hospitality. SAS parties were also clearing an airfield near Drysdale River crossing and
_ establishing fuel dumps, along the tracks into Kalumburu Mission, in support of the air

and road operations. After the week's break the traverse proceeded North to Sharp Hill,
where the forward party was pulied back to Mt Bomford to assist with La Place
observations. When completed the traverse continued North to Osborn Hill, then turned
due East through Cone Mountain to Pago Hill, about 10 Kilometres North East of
Kalumburu Mission. La Place observations were undertaken here. A fire had burned
through the area a few days before the Hill was occupied and the bush flies were
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unbearable. Most of the daylight hours were spent under mosquito nets by the observing
~ party. On completion of the observations the traverse parties were brought into
Kalumburu Mission for a rest, while heighting of Ashton, Drysdale and Londonderry
- 1: 250,000 scale map areas was undertaken, The traverse was then continued Eastwards to
the vicinity of Cape Bernier, where after several aircraft sorties, two points were finail y
selected 10 enable the traverse to continue down the coast towards Wyndham. La Place
observations were completed at Thurburn Hill while the helicopter support was moved
- across to Wyndham. The traverse was then completed through Coast Hill, West Bastian
trig 1o join the 1958 traverse at Shed Roof, La Place observations were completed at Shed
Roof Hill and also at Oaks Hill on the 1958 traverse. - :

5.9 * In April 1960 the Unit returned once again to the Kimberley with
the base camp being re-established at the: Derby location. This observation marked the
demise of the jeep and its replacement with the short wheel base Landrover. The long
wheel base was to come later, while the WW?2 Studebaker 6x6 truck was still being used.
Control for six 1:50,000 maps around Derby was commenced with 3rd aorder
Tellurometer and altimeter traverses. A Geodetic traverse, North from Erskine Range 0
Walcott Inlet and then around the coast to connect with the 1959 traverse commenced. It
was found that a ridge just North of the Erskine trig point prevented visibility in that
direction. ‘ '
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| - OPERATION MICROBE |
M]CROBE was the project nantc giveh o the task of mapping the Pilbara region of WA.

: 5 Field Survey Squadron was alIocated the task and there were €i ght operattons in total,
beginning with the control acquisition (2 operations) and suc fleld annotation opelattons

. The pro_|ect began in 1981 and continued through to 1989. The various operatlons and
their speczﬁc tasks were:

OPERATION MICROBE 81
a. Obtain survey control by Doppler satellite observations using JMR-1 equlpments to
provide horizontal control to 1:2500 mapping specifications.
b. Obtain positive ident photography of new and existing control points.
¢. Obtain orthophoto mapping photography of areas of Learmonth and Mando Landing.
d. The photography of selected areas in color to provide a basis for subsequent
production of color enhanced orthophoto mapping.

OPERATION MICROBE 83.
To field annotate a total of 64x1:50.000 scale orthophoto maps fi ot Exercise Kangaroo 83.
~ OPERATION MICROBE 84.

a. Obtain survey control by Doppler Satellite observations using Geoceiver AN/PRR- 14
and Geoceiver MX 15202 equipments.

b. To panel and obtain positive photo idents of new and existirtg stations.
~ OPERATION MICROBE 85.

To field annotate a total of 64x1:50.000 maps.

‘ OPERATION MICROBE 86.

To field annotate a total of 63x1:50,000 and 6x1:25,ood scale maps.
OPERATION MICROBE 87.

To field annotate a total of 126x1:50,000 and 12x1:25,000 scale maps.
OPERATION MICROBE 88

To field annotate a total of 86x1:50,000 and 3x1:250,000 scale maps.
OPERATION MICROBE 89.

a. To field annotate a tota] of 44x1:50,000 scale maps.

b. To establish 4 horizontal control pomts and to re establish 3 other points in the
Kimberley and to photo ident the 7 points. -

¢. To acquire acnial photography and other land information for the Vital Asset Protection
mapping programme and to establish some survey control in the Exmouth Region.
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The total area of the MICROBE OPERATION covered 26x1;250,.000 map areas and

extended North from 24° S. Lat. to the Coast and associated islands and from 121° 30
. E. Long, to the West Coast. The area did extend slightly to the North and East to include
the Munro 1:250,000 map area. The entire area is shown on the accompanying map. :

The series of Microbe Ops were very successful and provided the following: -

a. 74 New survey stations established by Doppler satellite methods -
b. 16 Survey stations re established B}

c. 624 existing and new stations photo identified.

d. 447x1:50,000 map areas annotated and 21x1:25,000 map areas annotaxed

In 1982 an APR operation under the MIZMAZE banner collected vertical control in the
Kimberley and PILBARA areas using the WREMAPS APR. This operation covered an
enormous area of WA and will be give greater coverage under the MIZMAZE OPS.

The two control trips 81 and 84 covered the same territory.The 81 Op was to obtain
control using a 1:80,000 scale mapping photography plan and the photography was later
changed to 1:60,000 scale hence the control pattern had to be intensified. :

In 1981 Dept of Lands and Survey personnel accompamed Corps members and carried
out survey tasks associated with the boundary deﬁmnons of large pastoral leases.

In 1984 most new stations were established usmg ‘translocation and simultaneous point
positioning methods which were fairly new practices for the Corps at that time.

The colour enhanced orthophoto maps used for the K83 exercise were also produced as
1:50,000 line maps at a later stage and annotated as such during later MICROBE OPS.

The MICROBE OPS involved a lot of different people from various Corps and other
services and a nominal roll of each op is attached as are some photos from various years
showing some of the people involved. Each of these people will no doubt remember their
particular involvment with these Ops and would no doubt have some stories to tell which
we would be very happy to include in future editions of West Link.

est of Nowhere

" Cpl John Reid on Geoceiver station, ¥
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54199
226253
3109614
© 1203731
315202
55483
315657
317723
313093
220440
318997
59929
49392
179109
397868
553277
4400812
2137214

1204148
211648
161017
243309
46823
455229
45540
4718931
360821
179978
223795
18226
315621
221572

317154
49956

59927

552491
224739
1737888 ¢

552835
57440

NOMINAL ROLL 1981
SFd Svy Sqn
Capt D Taylor OC Det
Lt RD Hancock 2IC Det
S/Sgt DA Gay Photog
S/Sgt RJ Larson Photo panel
Sgt PW Hammer Photo panel
Sgt JW Jones Party L eader -
Sgt NF Kelly Party Leader -
Sgt GC Maskell Veh NCO
Sgt MC Venn Party Leader
Spl M Johns Admin Q
Cpl PF Leskovec Party Leader
Cpl JS Reid Party leader
Cpl R Talbot-Smith Photog
Spr PR Burt Party Member
Spr JF Cowie Party Leader
Spr A De Grauw Party Member
Spr CR Hartley Party Member
Spr BL Lucas Party Member
1 Avn Regt
Capt R Blackwell OIC Avn
Lt RJ Thompson Pilot"
2Lt MR Power Pilot
Sgt F Benfield Ground Crew
Cpl TJ Howard Ground Crew
Cpl GKoch Ground Crew
Sgt A Vanderhorst Ground Crew
Maj TM Wesley-Smith OIC Avn
Lt M Tavcar Pilot
2Lt JW Stark Pilot
Cpl TA Johnson Ground Crew
Sgt JA Humby Ground Crew
Cpl PR Smith Ground Crew
Cpl RW Ward Ground Crew
- SUPPORT PERSONNEL
- SASR
Cpl A Metcalfe Ration Clerk
Pte R Heyson - Driver
| DSU Perth
Cpl GR Stacey Cook
Pte EJ Radford Med Asst
8/9 RAR
 Cfn WN Philp * VehMech
102 Fd Wkshp Coy
L/Cpl MJ Johnson fVéh Mech
L 123 Sig Tp
Sig A Hill - Sig
L/Cpl GD Guthrie Sig

19

20 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul - 18 Sep
24 Jul - 18 Sep
20 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul - 07 Sep

24 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul- 07 Sep

20 Jul - 10 Sep
24 Jul - 04 Sep
20 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul - 04 Sep
24 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul - 18 Sep
20 Jul - 07 Sep
20 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul - 04 Sep
24 Jul - 04 Sep
24 Jul - 28 Aug

29 Jul- 21 Aug
29 Jul -22 Aug -
22 Aug- 04 Sep

22 Aug- 07 Sep

20 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul - 04 Sep

20 Jul - 07 Sep
24 Jul -04Sep

20 Jul - 04 Sep
24 Jul - 10 Sep

20 Jul - 19 Aug-
20 Aug - 18 Sep






- MrFErzay

NOMINAL ROLL 1983.1984

Helicopter Mech -

21

_ _ §Fd Svy Sqn
1203731 . SSgtRJ Larsen  DetlC
59923 Cpl JS Reid Det 2IC
., 63383 Spr CD James
322539 Spr MJ Shaw _
| - 1984 o
313446 ~  CaptRIMcHenry Det OC  30Apr-26Jun
1201868 WO2 WP Griggs Det2Ic ' " "
38950 WO2 WW Prior Stores " "
1201993 SSgt AH Strain ‘Records/Comps " "
179109 Cpl PR Burt : , : . "
1202719 Cpl MD Evans : " h
5717611 Cpl NT Jones Cook " "
179945 Cpl TC Poll Photography . "
59929 Cpl JS Reid ., " "
320966 Cpl JS Ruiz " "
553222 . Cpl S Throssel ot
320570 Spr LP Clifford 30 Apr - 30 May
+ 397868 Spr JF Cowie 30 May - 26 Jua
- 553277 Spr A Degrauw 30 Apr- 26 Jun
- 63383 Spr CD James " "
554547 Spr AA Matison " "
554081 - Spr GR Neill v
SUPPORT PERSONNEL
R 22Const Sqn
552773 Spr CA Thomas Electrician 30 Apr-26Jun
- Sydney Wksp Coy '
321561 CfnRNewland ~ GeoceiverTech 30 Apr-22Jun
| . Perth Wksp Coy I
213584 Cfn H Dos Santos Veh Mech . 30Apr-08Jun-
553931 Cfn GW Couch " 08 Jun - 26 Jun
553935 -Cfn DJ Harvey " L
S ) Civilians _
Mt K Meggs Queenair Pilot 08May- 18Jun
Mr G Meakans' Helicopier Pilot 02 May - 27 May

02 May- 23 May



176343
552398

225356

39535
320139
315293
553277
56312
553130
553012
222888
64130

223520
553222

323623
180603

317466

227648
527662

224710 .

433582

- NOMINAL ROLL 1985

5 Fd Svy Sqn
Capt GN Tolcher Det OC
Lt PG Vandenberg Party IC
- Lt SD Robertson " '
WO2 RG Barward - 2IC Tech WO
Sgt GJ Byers ~*  Air Party
- 'Sgt R Vanderbom - Edit
~ Cpl A Degrauw ~ PartIC
Cpl WA Hall Party Member
Cpl LD Jackson oo
Cpl PR Main Camera Op
Cpl RJ Richards Stores :
Spr GW Doran Party Member
SUPPORT PERSONNEL
- Army Svy Regt
Sgt BD Hammond Party IC
Cpl S Throssel Party Member
22 Const Sqn
Spr PA Heine Electrician
Cfn D Diery Mechanic
HQ3MD
Pte GD Albert + Cook
| 173 Gen Spt Sqn
" LtD Dixon Pilot
LtB Baz Pilot
Cfn I Collins Acft Mech
LCpl Spence Acft Mech

22

14 Oct - 22 Nov
n fn

T =T = = T T X =z 3 =

3::3:3!::3

1 Oct- 2 Dec

8 Oct - 28 Nov
1 Oct- 28 Nov

14 Oct - 3 Dec

18 Oct- 4 Nov
9 Nov - 18 Nov
18 Oct- 4 Nov
9 Nov - 18 Nov



XMAS FUNCTION 1991

DON COCKER DELIVERING HIS FAREWELL SPEECH

THE BACKDROP SAYS IT ALL

ALEX COOK,LORIE COOK WARREN HALL

PETER MAINE AND NEV PAPPIN



XMAS FUNCTION 1991

MAJOR DAVE SANKEY PRESENTATION TO DON COCKER

PETER CONSTANTINE,RAY SARGEANT AND HELEN PARKER



DON COCKER PAT WOOD AND LEON GRIFFITH



ANNETTE MEAD AND SUE BOTTOMLEY

‘THE END OF THE NIGHT

RAY SARGEANT,HELEN PARKER AND LANCE BARRELL


Bowens
Rectangle


318723
325839
1203290
520118
1860
316826
59647

553612

232093
4401862

554788

227936

312168

453993
4100504

1204362
57973
321187

553377
316088

170771
227648
29768

224710
319684

NOMINAL ROLL 1986

5 Fd Svy Sqgn

Capt GP Wastell

Lt GL Parker

WO2 AG Toogood

Ssgt KP Cox =
Sgt RL Bright . - -

Sgt SL Gloster

Sgt FM Lenane

- Cpl DL Webb

Spr DA Elliot
Spr AJ Grivell
Spr MD Holden
Spr S1 Payne.

Other Svy Sapport -
2Fd Svy Sqn

Cpl C Bartetzko

4 Fd Svy Sgn

Spr S Ellis
Spr S Reynolds

Army Svy Regt
Cpl J Bettridge

Cpl MG Ellis
Cpl R Skidmore

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

102 Fd Wksp Coy

- Cpl TL Greening

Cpl I Guthridge

~ Avn Support
173 Gen Spt Sqn

Capt S Chaney

Lt DJ Dixon

Lt DJ Riordan
Cpl I Collins

Cin P Sullivan

23

20 May - 10 Jul

20 May - 30 Jun
20 May - 10 Jul

20 May - 23 Jun
20 May - 10 Jul

15 May - 22 Jui

28 Apr - 25 Jul

12 May - 11 Jul
28 Apr-29Jul
12May - 22 Jul

15 May - 24 Jul

28 May - 8 Jun
12 Jun - 3 Jul
28 May - 8 Jun
13 Jun - 3 Jul
28 May - 8 Jun



Phase 1 |
5 Fd Svy Sgqn

- 325839 Lt GL Parker
182664 Lt MW Bradford
44001 . WO2 WB Kemp
315594 - WO2 RS Leadbetter
- 313096 . SSgt CE Webb
552471 = Sgt RD Clarke

- 56876  Sgt MJ Minchin -
225283 Sgt EW Nicholls
49501  Cpl G Holland

227936 Cpl SI Payne

233798 Spr RA Paskin

555573 Spr DJ Willis
Army Svy Regt

SgtM Patterson
Cpl G Mattock

- Support Pers
1Fd Hoép
59927 Cpl GR Stacey
. Perth Wksp Coy
552327 Cpl T Breed
22 Const Sqr Wksp

553070 Pte D Cincotta
Avn Spt N
173 Gen Spt Sqn
LtD Wilson
Lt S Elder
Cpl J McGrath

- Cfn R Morgan

NOMINAL ROLL 1987

Phase 11

S Fd Svy Sqn
182664 - Lt MW Bradford
30835  WO2 RG Barwald

520118 SSgt KP Cox
314086 SSgt MW Flynn

316826 ©  SgtSC Gloster
46877 Sgt PJ Mustart

522777 Sgt PW Faithful
553130 Cpl LD Jackson
323320 Cpl GT Weatherell
554174  Cpl RJ Smolder
522907 Spr AJ Bestall

- 231281  SprDJ Wright

183327 Spr PN Einam
Army Svy Regt

551222 = CaptP Parkes
555078 Spr M Giles
Avn Spt _
- LtLawler
Cfn Kaczmarec -

Cfn D Ison
Cfn R Morgan

Support Pers
Perth HQ Coy

554961  Cfn SJ Donegan

554689  Cin CLKing
22 Const Sqn Wksp

‘231568 Cfn'TJ Sneesby

324584  CinRA Bateson
_ 2 Fd Svy Sgn |
312168 . . Cpl C Bartetzko



43786

- 45430

182664
552557

139334
1202350
315594
314086

220258

- 315401

222975
57762
46710
522745
4400678
511970
49822
322696
4401862
56312
323677
553305
522994
321342
522907
227936
555573
231281

312168

227887

57251
180368
180564
2147687

63829

NOMINAL ROLL 1988

_ 5 Fd Svy Sqd |
' Maj RW Cooper 18 Aug - 16 Sep * -
Capt I Bloor 1 Aug - 14 Aug
Lt MW Bradford -9 Aug-26Aug
Lt PL Jones , .1 Aug - 29 Sep
(less 22 Aug - 6 Sep)
WQO2 P Tangey 26 Jul - 28 Sep
WO2 AG Toogood 22 Aug - 2 Sep
WO2 RS Leadbetter - 22 Aug - 26 Aug
SSgt MW Flynn - 1 Aug- 29 Sep
~(less 27 Aug -3 Sep)
SSgt AW Glanville 26 Jul - 28 Sep
SSgt M Smith 26 Jul - 29 Sep
Sgt LS Barrell 26 Jul - 28 Sep
Sgt MR Gillham 1 Aug - 28 Sep
Sgt EL Jacobs 1 Aug - 29 Sep
Sgt SP Jones (ARES Tp) 1 Aug - 14 Aug
Sgt DG Paltridge O Aug - 26 Aug
Cpl C Brown 1 Aug - 29 Sep
Cpl RD Burton " "
Cp! SJ Drummond " "
Cpl AJ Grivell " "
Cpl WA Hall "1 Aug-22 Sep
Cpl PM McPherson 1 Aug - 29 Sep
Cpl GM Reany ' - 1 Aug - 2 Sep
Cpl WG Spitties (ARES Tp) 1 Aug - 14 Aug
Cpl RJ Thrower 1 Aug - 29 Sep
LCpl AJ Bestall " "
Spr SI Payne " "
Spr DJ Willis 1 Aug - 28 Sep
Spr DJ Wrnight . 7 Aug - 29 Sep
SVY SUPPORT
2 Fd Svy Sqn
Cpl C Bartetzko _ _ 19 Jul - 16 Sep
SUPPORT PERSONNEL |
Sydney Wksp Coy
Cpl MB Wilkinson 26 Jul - 10 Oct
- Avn Spt
173 Gen Spt Sqn
Capt IS Hendrick 9 Sep - 26 Sep
Lt G Tiemey 9 Aug -3 Sep
Cpl MN Conca - 9 Sep - 26 Sep
Cpl PR Heagney 9Aug- 33ep
SUPPORT PERSONNEL
130 Sig Sqn
Sig AK Bester 19 Jul - 3 Oct



NOMINAL ROLL 1989

o 5 Fd Svy Sgn
627644  Maj J Gregs . 26Sep-7Nov
1203211 WQO2 A Rossow (ARES) . 26 Sep- 21 Oct
1203290 “WO2 Toogood 25 Sep - 7 Nov
222975 SSgt L Barrell co o
F320734 - SSgt CDell - - 26 Sep - 7 Nov
522777 - 8Sgt P Faithfull (ARES FTS) _ " "
315401 - SSgt M Smith : 25 Sep - 7 Nov
5100076 - SSgtL Abino (ARES FTS) 26 Sep -7 Nov
46710 - Sgt E Jacobs " "
522745 . = SgtSJones (ARESFTS) " "
522994 - Sgt W Spittles (ARES FTS) » "
321342 Sgt R Thrower o " "
227791 - Sgt A Warner 26 Sep - 21 Oct
4401862  Cpl A Grivell 26 Sep-7 Nov
56312 Cpl W Hall ' " "
323320 -Cpl G Weatherell _ S
Survey Support
o Army Svy Regt _ |
232309 Lt S Hleldik | " 19Sep- 14 Nov
180179 Cpl F Downie SR "
182502 - Cpl M McConnell " "
F556268 = Spr P Golding " "
55039 - Spr F Savy " "
) | | 2 Fd Svy Sqn
180011 Sgt R Marshall e
321834 Sgt S Winner " "
DSvy A
323139 Sgt S Hill - | 22 Sept - 14 Nov
SUPPORT PERSONNEL -
- o PerthLogBn o
321470 ~ Cfn M Wassenberg 18 Sep - 13 Nov
| o o | ~ Sydney Wksp Coy |
326561 Cfn D Dumble . 19Sep-14Nov
' ~Avn Support -
_ _ , 161 Recce Sqn
181861 Capt N Turton - 20 Oct - 30 Oct -
117220 Lt G Newton o
328641 Lt S Robertson oL - v
325465 ' CfnMEllis o S
o ) . 173GenSptSgn
232604 Capt G Lawler o ~ 80ct-2Nov
222272 Lt R Gunthorpe 2 Nov-6Nov
- 57451 Sgt M Ford _ " "
181885 Cfn D Dusza 80ct - 2 Nov

26



" often wont to growl, *You |

Letters to the Editor

Dear Jo,

Further to our previous talks e

- A PS to my earlier letter.

On my Discharge Certificate it records near the bottom "Trade Gl'oilp'in which employed
during Ammy Service--Computor!" ‘Today my two grand-daughters,.13 and 11 years, have
their own computer and when they are using it they leave me for dead. ‘

Other small items:

(1) One day, I think it was at Irwin Barracks, we were called up for a Dental Parade.
When one of our Driver's name was called out, a voice answered "he is not here, but I

have his false teeth in my pocket".

He was marked down as 'present..

(2) One driver was nick-named "Bogger Barnes". He had a reputation for being bogged
in mud, sand or anything else around. :

One day when called up for Vehicle Inspection he had to drive his vehicle up on to a ramp,
he slightly miscalculated and there he was, bogged again, in mid-air! _ -

Regards
Neville Smith-Ryan S e
. {(SecFigs. 15,16 and 17.)
WX B, Anchoring book. : '
22563 C. Sight arm with ing screws “ C!
D. Tangent box with lid beiow.
‘ e | E Isememies
: L O I?E‘.T """""" s
e B e L \ o
\ THE HELIOGRAPH }socket, =
{ Those of you who used and | ©

remember this important; -
instrument  will b e
interested to know that we
plan to reproduce in West o
Link No 5, from a found| i .-

Signal Training :‘(ALL|-"
. ARMS) manual 1928. o | 9\

. The Care and Operating ... =/ faiO ] N .
Instructions for ‘the| ~ mniomum wm Smuicer S Roo

"As"WO Frank Coben was

+don't just tip up the box |~
and empty the contents out p..-§
on the ground, take it out jp..__...} N
carefully”. Well now you :
can find out how it should ji
have been done all those

years ago. .

Hxvocars wita DurLEx Mizror HrLIOGRAPE WITH JOIRTED SIGHTING ROD



Photos from the Corps Birthday Party

Toast to the Corps
at Corps birthday Party
by the President Don Taylor

L-R. Cedric Clutterbuck, Peter Consfantin
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Ray Sargeant and Peter Constantine

L-R. Peter Eddy, Jo Mazzarol, Alex Laing, Ann Eddie
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Jim and Nola Roberts

3

L-R. Neville Smith Ryan, Mrs Smith Ryar;, Pom W;ood
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= | ABOUT EMUS

In 1932 emus were so bad near Northampton, Western Australia, that the Army was
" ordered to take Military action against the birds. Major Meredith with several soldiers,
Lewis gun and 10,000 rounds of ammo., fought a battle lasting eight days and local
farmers claim they only got one emu. For this the Major was awarded the O.B.E., One
Bloody Emu.

Whenever ] hea: or read about that 'Great Emu War', I'm reminded of the following:

During the early part of World War II, we were camped in an abandoned farm house out
of Morawa, W.A. with No.1 Sec., 4 Fd Svy Coy.

One morning, a mob of about a dozen emus was noticed in a paddock some distance from
the house. One of the boys decided to have a shot at them with his <303 but wasn't too
sure of the distance, so we got out one of the range-finders and came up with 1200 yards.
So our 'bloke' with the rifle set his sights at 1200 yards and 'let go'. Two of the birds
dropped and the rest scattered a short distance and then came back to see what was wrong
with their mates.

We jumped into an Army ute and went over to see the two emus lying on the ground, the
others having gone by this time, and on close examination, found that the one shot had got
them both thru the neck. Not bad from 1200 yards.

Unfortunately, the boys like Gordon Hadwigger, Ian Grosvenor and Snow Simpson are
no longer around to back me up on this, anyhow we reckoned our marksman was wasting
his time in a Survey Unit and should get a transfer to the PBI".

So, the final score:

Survey; one bullet, two emus.

Maj Meridith's mob; ten thousand bullets, one emu.

You'd better believe it!

Cedric Clutterbuck

THE WAY THINGS USED TO BE
WO Frank Cohen 1957
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Nev Cherry

8 Abrolhos Close

Shelley 6148

10 January'©2
Dear Jdoe,

Enclosed are photocopies of the draé-'ings‘ I mentioned to you of incidents
during my year in the North of WA in 1943, when I served as a Sergeant
draftsman cum topographic surveyor cum every damn thing in the small No.4
Mobile Drawing Section of the 4th Field Survey Company AIF. I hope the copies
are dark enough for you to print, as the originals are too precious to let out
of my care. They are only 3 out of hundreds of cartoons and watercolour
paintings I did during my 4% year service in the Corps. If you have some
spare time you might like to come and have a look at those I still have, one
of these days.

A brief resume of the drawings is as follows:

The 'Nomads of The North" is mainly about our Section OC Lieutenant Ted
Johnston. As we naturally went everywhere in our Section's vehicles, he never
got to be OC of a troop train. I therefore did this sketch to satisfy his
whim, as the 400 miles shown on the road sign was the edge of the Gibson
Desert - with not a railway line in sight. Here we started the arduous part of
our mapping of water holes, water courses and aboriginal gnamma holes for
General Bennett's 3 Aust., Corps and 'Red’ Robbie's Armmoured Division in
anticipation of the expected Japanese invasion at that time.

‘Take This Man's Name Sar'Major' was a sling off at our Company OC Major
Ronnie Rule M.M. He was a stickler for doing everything the right way, and
every two or three months he followed us northwards to see that we were doing
just that. This was particularly irritating, when he would appear right in the
- middle. of such things as a plane table traverse of a river or dry water
course. Our rifles would be stacked under tents and so on, in the back of our
trucks where they would have been for weeks on end. He would always insist on
a rifle inspection with inevitable results. I imagined what would happen when
we started tropical service. Ronnie being a bit short sighted and prone to
wearing dark glasses could have confused a local for a Corps soldier in his
usual zealous pursuit of duty. ‘ ' '

I hope that this information adds an interesting bit of World War Two history

to your usually 'newsy' newsletter.

sir;cerely
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AN INCIDENT AT LAVERTON . By Jo Mazzarol

We had come in from the éast after weeks in the desert 1o camp in the relauve comfort of some
old huts on the outskirts of Laverton. :

We took one of the sappers? to hospital who had rammed the blunt end of a star iron plcket

into his armpit when jumping off the back of -a truck, and who also had a suspected

appendicitis, set up our camp, made ourselves clean and comfortable and started to look about

for a diversion. Lt Laing provided some while talking to the Sister who came over from the

hospital regarding the injured sapper. He accidentally let slip with a really tough word,

- instantly apologised, highly embarrassed, but was assured by the nice Sister that it was a
rough mining town and she had heard it all before and not to worry.

If Iny MEMOry Serves me right, the town was preparing for a big dance in the local hall. The
town'’s main lighting plant however, a large six cylinder diesel, sitting out in the open, had been
out of action for a couple of weeks while the local mechanic did an overhaul on it. The only
power to be had was from some individual plants owned by the pub and store. We were using
our gas cookers and | think, the 5KVA for hghtmg

The local mechanic was nonplussed. The big diesel's camshaft was in two halves, each one in
bearings of its own on a heavy plate which had to be carefully geared into the crankshaft as it
was bolted, through two large holes, into the side of the block. He had ordered a rear camshaft
to replace the broken one causing all the trouble but when it arrived, it did not have any marks
stamped on its gear to indicate which teeth on the crankshaft to mesh with. -

Being interested in engines, and seeing him working nearby on this big diesel, I went over and
introduced myself. He turned out to be a likeable young fella and we spared about with some
technical jargon for a while. He admitted bemg nonplussed about this lack of a timing mark
and wasn't sure how to proceed.

Fortunately 1 had done a correspondence course in motor mechanics and had had some
practical experience, so together we worked out how to set the timing on. We agreed to put’
both camshafts in place with the inlet and exhaust valves on No 6 cylinder just rocking while
No 1 piston was on top dead centre, compression stroke. Maintaining this configuration, by
meshing the camshaft gears with those of the the crankshaft, the plate was bolted into position
over new gaskets. We centre punched the correct camshaft tooth through the inspection hole,

where it should have been marked originally, meshed in with two marked teeth on the

cranksha.ft

That was the last thing that he had to do to this engme He had carried out a top overhau] and a
few other thmgs and it was ready to start. _

Trymg to start a large, six cylinder diesel with a compression ratio of about 16:1 with a -
starting handle is the absolute pinnacle of optimism. The horizontal bar on the starting handle
was about four feet long and try as we might the compression was too much for the two of us
so I went over to our camp and requested some assistance. I'm not sure who came over now
but there were plenty of volunteers, especially when it was explained that the success of the
dance depended on the engine supplying the town with the lighting and power.

Not even six big blokes on the handle could overcome the compression of this big engine so
we had to use some chocks of wood to wedge open all six inlet valves to relieve the
compression, it was no trouble then to get the engine tuming over. When it was turning as fast
as these enthustastic fellas could get it, the chock was pulled from under Nol cylinder inlet
valve, whereupon it fired, then as this cylinder tock over the turning job, somewhat erratically
with a power stroke about every minute, but faster than the guys could do it, each of the other
- chocks were removed in their order of firing until it was running on all six cylinders, a bit

lumpy, but music to the ears. It was Just a matter then to finish the job off by adjusting the
valve clearance and each of the injectors in turn to get an even steady thump and to cut down
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the black smoke she was making from the exhaust.

I never dzd get to that dance. Jan Beers brought up some of the wives from Perth, in hls'
Cessna for the week end, 1nc1udmg mlne and Bob Caswells and Betty and I did something
else. I'm not sure what. : S _ o

Just to dlgress a httle Betty drove to r.he aero-drome in our. Ford leot and parked it locked _
~‘near the Admin block. Sometime in the afternoon after she had left for Laverton, the horn
somehow shorted out (I wonder if the fact that I had rewired the whole car earlier had anything
to do with it?) and the noise could be heard all over the airport. When they worked out what it
was and decided that there was nothing they could do about it, everyone started taking bets on
- how long the battery would last. Needless to say the battery was very flat on her return to
Perth. Someone started the car for her on her return and told her about the bets. The hoin was
blowing, fainter and fainter well into the middle of the next day. Those with money at stake
‘hung around the car, llstenlng for that last faint sound.

~ Jan Beers I think, was also involved in the impromptu Air Pageant which was organised for’
_the weekend. It was amazing where all the aircraft came from. I can remember being asked to
stand out in the open and flag off the competitors as their handicap time came up.

Later in the afternoon the wind was blowing very strongly and some SAS fellas who were
going to give a parachuting display gave it a miss and instead, just opened their ‘chutes out
along the runway to demonstrate what wouid have happened had they jumped. I remember
seeing some Aborigines among the spectators, armed to- the teeth with spears, woomeras,
kylies and boomerangs. One of them was requested to give a boomerang throwing
demonstration to fill in the time gap left by the SAS fellas but he refused, saying that like the
‘parachuting, he didn't want his hand carved boomerangs taking off to the moon in the high .

wind.

It was quite a weekend but my memories of 1t are very sketchy and I would apprecmtc itif
others would add thelr Version.

Th1s is the first Survey team to work on the Rocket Range PrOJect.

This plcture taken at the Ponds survey camp on the site of the Woomera rocket range.
Standing :Frank Cohen, Harold Watts, Johnny Showers, Ivan: Millar, Lindsay
Lockwood, Bill Fitzgerald, George Greenwood, Wally Relf, Len Beadell - _
Crouching :Bill Osboume Mick Waterland, Max Pickering,
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MORE REMINISCENCES by Frank Cohen

The skills of the post-war surveyors are numerous, not just the few trades as were
required during war time. The new surveyors were requared to be capable draftsmen, good
cooks, telurometer operators, radio operators, mechanics, drivers of all types of vehicles,

axemen, computer operators, etc.. Did you know that nearly all the fieldsmen of early 4
MD (South Australia) section carrying out the initial Woomera Rocket Range surveys in
February 1947, were licensed. Kangaroo shooters? The army pay during those days was
pretty terrible and so the revenue from kangaroo skins helped to balance the budget.
When a field party returned back after a three day "ﬂying" camp and was asked for a
report on their efforts in the field, the usual reply was, "not t0o bad, I got five roos and a
dingo!" As an after thought," Oh! yes, we also finished that north west section we set out
to do".

(One of the most colourful characters in the Kingoonya area at the tlme was Jake
Santing.) Now Jake was a fairly old Dutchman who had been servicing the area for years,
He had the mail run for Kingoonya to Cooper Pedy as well as carting general goods from
Port Augusta. When we gave Jake a pile of roo skins for disposal, back would come a
professional roo shooter's licence plus a cheque for the skins.

. It wasn't unusual for a person to find a wad of bank notes on the ground outside the
.. Kingoonya pub of a Sunday morning. On handing them in to the hotel owner (there was
" no police station) one was told ,"Oh they're Jakes. He carries them in his open shirt

. pocket for security. He loses them nearly every Sarurday night when he crawls back to his
truck for a sleep”. .

Old Jake had two trucks. He drove one, whilst the other, was being driven by his mate.
One day, both vehicles were being driven in opposite directions along the wheel ruts that
were the main road to Cooper Pedy. Nothing obscured the horizon for miles around, just
like driving across the Nullarbor Plain. Neither driver would give way and pull off the -
road. Crash! Jake was livid. He jumped out of his cab and abused his mate."Y ou always
get off the road for the Royal Mail", he screamed. That both vehicles were his own was
besides the point, Jake's truck had 'Royal Mail' painted across the cab and so had right of
‘way. : _

At one time a fellow decided to open a general store in opposition to Jake at Cooper Pedy,
but the only way he was able to get his supplies was to have Jake cart them for him. None
of the tracks were sealed in those days and it was common for Jake to often be bogged.
Guess whose stores were put under the wheels to exmcate the Imck? Thc poor chap only
lasted in busmess a short while., = _

Now a story of a different kind concerning a cattle man of the Kimberleys. This well

known identity was Bill McDonald of Fossil Downs Station. For those readers who never
“had the privilege of knowing Bilt, I shall simply say that Bill wanted, and usually had, the

best of everything. He had the finest home in the area, the finest of furnishings, art, etc..

His danghters went to the best private college in Perth. When possible Bill's family would
. dress up for a formal dinner every night he wore a dinner suit, his wife Maxine, an
evening frock. They had cocktails before tea, the works. Bill loved to invite famous
persons to his home. Amongst those who mgned his visitors book included royalty,
Governors General, many heads of states, me and even Jo Mazzarol.

On one occasion a cattle baron from Texas, USA, was visiting him and Bill was anxious
to show off his newly acquired stud buil that he had imported for breeding purposes.

When the price of a good stud bul! was around $1000 this one cost $6000. It was a
beautiful animal. When the time came for the big display, Bill turned up in cowboy attire
to impress his guest. Leather chaps spurs on his boots, twin 45 revolvers at his hips (pearl
handles of course) and a white '10 gallon' hat. He looked just like Hoppalong Cass:dy

The man from Texas wore a pair of | Jeans and a shirt.



The prize bull was led along the cattle race towards the cattle yard but balked at the
entrance when it saw Bill and his guest standing in the middle of the yard. "Come on
bully bully. Here boy". No movement from the animal despite prodding from its handlers.
This stand-off went on for some time until Bill's patience ran out. "Here bully bully, come
here you bastard", screamed Bill. With that he drew one of his revolvers to fire a shot over
its head, Unfortunately it reared up at the wrong moment, caught the shot right between
the eyes and dropped dead. "We don't go to those extremes back home", said the Texan.

Delicious steak was had by all at the barbecue that night.

* f P‘,.,.*: .. . - e - g 7‘ oy i -
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For a quarter of a century, amazin Ja'.k'egan'tin mad 1 ;
: ? e the 800-kilometre w.
from Kingoonya to Coober Pedy.g & ometre weekly mail run

"[ nursed the missus' fairy cakes on my lap all tvh'e‘way."
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Letters to-the Editor
The Editor
West Link

Jo,

| found this very sad poem which was written by Shakespeare-—not William, but a Jack
(he was a cook's offsider during the war).

S

C hamp:on

Retirement
My nookie days are over
My pilot light is out
What used to be my sex appeal
Is now my water spout.
Time was when of its own accord
From my trousers it would spring
But now I have a full time job
To find the blasted thing.
It used to be embarrasing
The way it would behave
For every single morning
It would stand and watch me shave.
As old age approaches
° It sure gives me the blues
- To see it hang its withered head
and watch me tie my shoes.

Kind regards,
Frank Cohen

.misonx,\%ua% AN
N Cope e TN ek e A

Reprinted through the courtesy of
theDaily News

tition - lm' the first
time this year.
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If you think Army - -
Surveyors lived it
. rough in the bush, - -
..—-you -should -read -
“aboutthisfot.

f‘Thcy called them ‘Curtin’s Cow-

i boys’, ‘an organised bunch of bush- -

srangers’, ‘the most notoriously
~undisciplined unit in the Australian

~:Army’. They called themselves the

.*Nackeroos’. They were the 500-man

- !North Australia Observer Unit.

. UThe - hitherto-untold history of
ithis unit reads like 2 ‘Boys Own’
‘tadventure — a unique factual story

- - ‘which. reveals as much about panic

:and paranoia in Australia in 1942 as

it does about the pioneering spirit

:and remarkable endurance of 2 curi-

- ~.;ous mixture of young hand-picked

i '-.iqluntccrs.

i

4 iy o

: et

Headquarters.

- .

.I An extract from the book

i The purpose of all NAOU reconnaissance, whether by foot, horse, canoe
or motor vessel, was more than just amiliarisation. Every month, topo- -
graphic information likely to be of operational value was gathered by -
patrols, coliated by the Intelligence section at NAOU Headquarters and
submitted as ‘reconnaissance reports’ to NT Force Headquarters, Ade-
laide River. Between February and October 1943, 83 such reports, com-
plete with drafted maps, were sent to NT Forece.!®

Lo To keep track of his scattered unit, Stanner studied a large relicl map

i which had been assembled in a tent at the Katherine Headquarters.

: Designed and built in Melbourne in late 1942, this plaster cast map

" measured 4 X 1.5 metres and showed Northern Australia with its topog-

raphic features accentuated. All towns, rivers, roads and NAOU estab-

I lishments were marked so that, in the event of a Japanese invasion of the

"~ North, Stanner could appraise the situation effectively without leaving

i _‘f_lwfralia:; secred _bu.s‘/z:_commanda_'? .

Rlchard & _Hele_n ';‘N.alk'e'_r. -

- In response to Japanese successes
in our near north and the bombing

. of our northern towns, a special

‘observer unit was created — trained -

- and equipped to observe and report

all the information that they couid
gather about the Japanese invasion

~force. This unit patrolled the vast

north, from the Kimberleys to the
Gulf of Carpentaria, living off the
land in sorhe of the most remote and

- hostile country in the continent.

Had the Japanese landed in force,
these men would have  stayed

‘behind enemy lines, operating from

secret  hide-outs, reporting the

enemy’s position and movement.

Here is a story from the time
when no one in Australia had any
idea which way the tide of war

* would run, the story of young

- Australians having to grow up fast
~in an environment they thought
* they knew but didn't. . .

. The man in charge of the map was Staff Sergeant Atan Elletson, from
NAOU Intelligence. Elletson was very aware of just how inadequate the

~ military maps of Northern Australia were and the fact that, before the

Pacific War, t_hqjapanest would have known as much about the north

as Australians:

1t was a funny thing, but the original'maps that we used were all printed
in_Japan, prior to the war, They were Army maps, printed on very fine silk
and pasted on cardboard, and anything of any notc was on those maps. '



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION
' (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) INC

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Surmame: . Given Names:

Address_: ‘

Te!ephone : Home:

- Work:._
Name of Spouse: |
SERVICE DETAILS .
Corps/Serwcc _____ Repimental No:________ Last Rank held:
Original Enlistment Date: - Final Discharge I)ate: : _
Categoryfies of Service ~ AIF  ARA CMF/ARES  Nat Service
What was vour Trade or Posting?: |
Decorations Held:_

Units Served in: ' : From To

Did You Serve in an Operational Area? If 50 where?;_

What is Y our Present Position/Posting?:

Additional Comments:

St gnature : - Date:_

My Annual Subscrlptlon of $15 is Attached? . YES/NO .
_>>>>?>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>;.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
COMMITTEE USE ONLY - -

 Membership: ACCEPTED/DECLINED

President: ' 7 ' ' Date:

Secretary: : _Date:_.






