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FROM THE PRESIDENT

We have received a good response to the last edition of West Link and we are appreciative
of the articles and photos received for publication.

It is our objective is to maintain a high standard with the contents of the magazine and
your help is needed to achieve that aim by submitting articles and items for publication.

Alex Laing has submitted an article on the sinking of a ship’s boat in the North West and
that article is included in this issue. We have not received any information on the other
incidents which were highlighted so come on people give us the correct version or th
stories may become distorted. Cliff Webb and Don Musgrove take note. :

The Anzac Day march and AGM were reasonably atiended and the facilities at the new .

location for the troop were utilised. Our thanks to Don Cocker and the members of the
troop for their support.

On July 5, we have our annual Corps Birthday dinner which will be held at Williams
Seafood Restaurant in North Fremantle. Your attendance would ensure a great night so
please complete your return as soon a possible to enable Barry Parker to finalise numbers

Ray Sargeant has finally retired from the Army after some 36 years.of service. He has
reached the dreaded retiring age for service personnel and has had to hang up his uniform.
Ray was farewelled from the unit on Friday 31, and it was a tribute to him that messages
and letters to Ray were received from most Corps units and other Army establishments, all
testifying to his dedicated and outstanding service. Well done Ray. The citation Ray
received from the troop and presented by Don Cocker is enclosed. _

I have received a recent Newsletter from ex Fortuna Survey Association and am pieased to
see that they are now receiving strong local support and that the Association will continue
to flourish.

Wol Barry Lutwytche, the Corps RSM, visited WA recently and wishes to be
remembered to all ex members of the Corps with whom he served.

I wish to thank members for their vote of confidence in the committee by re-electing all
members and I also welcome Leon Griffiths to the committee. Leon is a serving member
of the troop and will be a great help to our Association.

I hope to see you all at the Corps Birthday Dinner.

Regards

Don Taylor
June 1991



5.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAIL GENERAL MEETING OF THE

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) INC

HELD AT KARRAKATTA ON THURSDAY 25TH APRIL 1991

Opening of Meeting.

THE MEFTING WAS DECIARED OPEN AT 1330 HRS
In the absence of the President {Apology ”received) the

meeting was chaired by the Vice-President, Ray Sargeant.

Apo1ogies,

“Don Taylor
Hugh Taylor
Geoff Helyar
Peter Constantine

- Reading of Minutes of 1990 AGM on 25 Apr 1990

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 25th April
1990 were read and accepted as follows:

Moved: Don Cocker
Seconded: Noel Clutterbuck

Business Arising Qut of Minutes.

a. Letterhead Paper - -Has been completed.
Ref Para 8.c. = Newsletter ‘west11nk’
Betai1ed discussion took place regarding the publication "Westlink".

General consensus was that it was a success and was being well
received. Costs & method of publication, quality and frequency were

 discussed and it was decided that we could publish twice yearly and

still maintain quality and that with technical and equipment assistance
from the Svy Tp we could minimise costs.

Ref Para 8.e. = Survey Campaigns on Banner

Despite several requests to D Svy no formal advice had been received as
to what constituted official "Survey Campaigns" it was decided that Pat
Wood would be asked to research and report back to Committee.
Meanwhile, the Committee would investigate design and costs of
producing a new banner. '

Ref Para 8.f. = Celebration of 50th Anniversary of 4 Fd Svy Coy.

Meeting was advised that information had been recived from D Svy
that 1991 marked the 50th year since formation of the 4 Field
Survey Company in Western Australia in January 1941. Meeting
discussed ways of marking this occasion and decided to hold a
Joint "evening" at a restaurant in conjunction with Corps
Birthday. There are currently 9 ex-4 Coy Association members and
up to another 9 known people who are not Association members.
Committee would endeavour to contact these people with an
invitation to attend

Presidents Report (Attached)



6. Jreasurers Report (Written)

A Copy of the Audit Report was circulated to members and was accepted as

follows:
Moved:
Seconded:

7. Election of Committee

A1l Committee positions were declared vacant and the members present then
proceeded to elect a Committee for 1991.
the meeting was advised that Don Taylor would -accept any forthcoming

nomination.

Nominations were called and as a result the following became the 1991

Committee:
‘PRESIDENT: Don TAYLOR
VICE-PRESIDENT: Ray SARGEANT

SEC./TREAS: Barry PARKER
COMMITEE: Pat WOOD

lLeon GRIFFITHS

Cedric CLUTTERBUCK

Pat Wood
Noel Clutterbuck

Nominated by:
Seconded by:

Nominated by:

Seconded by: -
| Nominated by

Seconded by:

Nominated by:
Seconded by:

Nominated by:
Seconded by:

Nominated by{

Seconded by:

Prior to the call for nominations

Don Cocker
Noel Clutterbuck

Noel Clutterbuck
Eric Clutterbuck

Don Cocker
CT1iff Webb

Noel Clutterbuck

Cedric Clutterbuck

Don Cocker
Cl1iff Webb

Pat Wood
Joe Mazzarol

8.

Eric CLUTTERBUCK Nominated by:

Seconded by:

Barry Parker
Frank Cohen

General Business

Corps Birthday Function

Following the success of last years function the Committee had made a
tentative booking at the Williams’ Seafood Restaurant in Fremantle for
Friday 5th July (Saturdays were not available for group bookings).
Meeting was asked for other suggestions and two venues were discussed.
It was generally held that one was ‘a bit too casual for the occasion’
and the other could not be located. It was ratified that the booking
at Williams’ would be confirmed and that an "inclusive" menu at $32.50
would be selected. (Last year a number of attendees thought that
individual drink prices were somewhat expensive). As the Association
was charged for non-showing members it was also decided that monies
should be paid when mdicating attendance.

There being no further business the Meeting was declared clgsed at 1355 hrs

Pl

Pl S (,ﬁ\‘ ;
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THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS ASSOCTATION [WESTERN AUSTRALIA]INC

CONSTITUTION

NAME. The name of the Association is "The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association
(Westem Australia) Inc

DEFINITIONS. "The Association” means "The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association
(Western Australia) Inc."

"RA Svy" means "The Royal Australian Survey Corps".

- 'WRAAC" means "Women's Royal Australian Army Corps" '
"The Committee” means "The Committee of the Royal Australian Survey Corps Association
(Western Australia) Inc".

OBJECTIVES. The objectives of the Association are: _

1. To foster the spirit of friendship formed during service with the RA Svy.

2. To preserve the memory of comrades who have died.

3. To aid the sick, wounded and necessitous members and ex members of the RA Svy.

4. To promote amongst members the highest degree of citizenship and to serve Australia in
peace and war. _

- 5, To arrange periodical reunions of members. :

6. To provide facilities for obtaining and affording of advice and information in the interests
of members and/or ex-members of the RA Svy and/or their dependents and the dependents of
deceased members or ex-members.

7. ‘To assist and co-operate with kindred organisations.

8. To take an active interest in the RA Svy.

9. To co-operate with any association or body whether corporate or not, in the
Commonwealth of Australia and Territories thereof formed by members of RA Svy and
having objects the same as or similar to those of this Association.

POWERS. The Association has the power to do all things as are necessary, incidental of
conductive to the attainment of all or any of its objects.

NON PROF]T. The income and property of the Association shall be applied soley towards
the-promotion of the objects of the Association.

No portion of the income or property shall be paid, transferred or distributed directly or
indirectly to the members of the Association, provided that nothing shall prevent the payment
in good faith of remuneration to any officer or employee of the Association or to any person
other than 2 member, in return for services rendered to the Association

DISSOLUTION The Association may be dissolved or wound up by a resolution at any

General Meeting or at a Special Genera! Meeting called for such a purpose. If upon the
dissolution or winding up of the Association there remains, after the satisfaction of all its debts

and liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shali not be paid to, transferred or distributed

amongst the members of the Association. It shall be given to some other Association, body of

Institution having objects similar, wholly or in part, to the objects of the Association, as

_ determined by the members of the Association at of before the time of dissolution of winding

up. In default of any such resolution, the dec151on for distribution shall be determined by a
Judge of the District Court.

MEMBERSHIP. The following persons shall be eligible for membemhlp of the Association
1. Members of the Australian Survey Corps and RA Svy who have served therein- for at least
six months and who were not dlshonourably discharged. - _

2. Members of the WRAAC and other Corps who have served with RA Svy or Australian
Survey Corps units for at least six months and who were not dishonourably discharged.
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3. Such members of any Allied Force of Ancilliary Service as may be approved by the
Committee.

4. Members of the Public Service of the Commonwealth of Australia who have been
employed on the establishment of an RA Svy unit for not less than six months.

5. Persons with exceptionally strong and close affilliation with RA Svy as may be
recommended by the Committee and approved by a General Meeting.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. Any person wishing to become a member of the
Association must apply in writing and the application shall be considered by the Committee
which may accept or reject it. On payment of the subscription, hereinafter provided, such
person, if accepted by the Committee, shall become a member.

EXPULSION. The Committee may expel a member whose conduct has been contrary to the
best interests of the Association. The member's alleged conduct shall be investigated at a
meeting of the Committee especially called for the purpose and the member has the right to be
present and to be heard.

APPEAL AGAINST EXPULSION. A member who has been expelled by the Committee
may request, in writing that, The Committee call a General Meeting to which he may appeal
against the decision. The Committee shall call a General Meeting for this purpose for a day
not more than twenty-eight (28) days after receiving such a request.

OFFICERS. The officers of the Association are the President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer, each of whom shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting.

MANAGEMENT. A Committee shall conduct the day to day affairs of the Association.

COMMITTEE. A Committee shall consist of the President, Vice-Présidcnt Secretary,
Treasurer and not less than two or more than six members who shall also be elected at the
Annual General Meeting.

QUORUM. One-third of the Committee membership shall form a quorum and questions
shall be decided by a simple majority of votes. The President having a casting as well as a
deliberative vote.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS, The President or Vice-President shall summon meetings of
the Committee.

CASUAL VACANCIES IN COMMITTEE. Should a casual vacancy occur in the
Committec the remaining members of the Committee may fill the posmon by co-opling a
member.

SUBSCRIPTIONS. The Annual Subscription payable by each member shall be such
amount as is fixed at the Annual General Meeting. It shall be payable on the first day of April
in each year. A member whose subscription is more than twelve months in arrears shall cease
to be a member.

ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT. The Treasurer shall prepare the usual Accounts and Balance
Sheet for the period, st January to 31st December in each year which shall be submitted to
the Auditor in sufficient time for his report thereon to be made to the Annual General Meeting.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS. An Annual General Meeting of members shall be
held during March each year. At that meeting the members shall receive the President's report,
the Accounts and Auditor's report thereon and shall elect the Officers of the Association,
members of the Commitiee and Auditor for the ensuing year.
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GENERAL MEETINGS. The Committee may summon a General Meeting at any other
time and shall do so for a day not more than twenty-eight days after receiving a written request
to do so signed by at least one-third of the membership.

QUORUM AT GENERAL MEETINGS. Atany General Meeting ten members shall form

a quorum.

ALTERATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. This constitution may be altered by
resolution of a General Meeting (notice having been given) and passed by at least three-
quarters of the members present and voting. ' : : :

COMMON SEAL. The Common Seal of the Association engraved with the name of the
Association shall be kept in the care of the Treasurer. The Seal shall not be used or affixed to
any deed or other document except pursuant to the resolution of the Committee and in the
presence of the President and two members of the Committee both of whom shall subscribe

their names as witnesses.




A HISTORY OF WESTERN COMMAND FIELD SURVEY CORPS
compiled by PAT WOOD B.E.M. (Mil) - |

Chapter 3 THE SECOND WORLD WAR

3.1. During Peace time it is the responsibility of any Defence service headquarters
to compile and maintain instructions to cover aspects of functions, organisation, control,
liaison, training, equipment, movement and other matters, in considerable detail, and phased to
provide action from a precautionary stage of a National Emergency, such as a war threat,
through to full mobilisation of all available resources. The "Instructions for War-Survey" was
. compiled and promulgated to all responsible staffs and formations in July 1939. The

"Instructions" provided for the appointment of State Survey Liaison Officers, whose roles
were to include: o ' :

(A) The listing of all.surveyors, draughtsmen and others to complete the war establishment of
the command Survey Units;

(B) The listing of Survey equipment available for use, pending the change to military methods
of survey;

(C) The listing of maps suitable for military use in areas included in the Defence mapping
programme but not yet mapped by the Australian Survey Corps;

(D) The listing of small scale maps suitable as strategic or administrative maps,

(E) The adoption of the military system of indexing;

(F) According priority to areas of military importance in the civil programme, and

(G) The adoption of the method of technical co-ordination of surveys as followed in the
Army.

3.2 The State Survey Liaison Officer was to be the Surveyor-General or one of his
senior staff officers. He was to be directly responsible in matters of Liaison to the Deputy
Assistant Director of Survey (DAD Svy) of the Headquarters of the respective military -
command in his State. It was also planned to organise selected commercial map printing firms
under the immediate responsibility of the DAD SVY.

3.3 On the 29th August 1939 a meeting of State Departmental representatives was
held in the Surveyor General's Office in Perth. The following officers were appointed to a
working committee:- :

Chairman - Mr W.V, Fyfe, Surveyor General. Who had been a student at the AIF
- Topographical School held in Southampton in 1919.

Major V.L. Steffanoni, Lic Surveyor and Chief Valuer Comm and State Tax Dept. OC3
Fld Coy RAE. :

Mr A.L. Dent, Engineer in Charge, Draughting Branch, Public Works and Metro Water
Supply.

Mr G.W. Paris, Chief Draughtsman Dept of Lands and Surveys.

Mr P. Stanley, Chief Draughtsman, Forests Dept.

Mr R.A. Nicholas, Draughtsman, Govt Printing Office.

Mr G. Campbell, Licensed Surveyor and Examiner of Plans, Dept of Lands and Surveys.

34. The committee held its first meeting on Thursday 31st Aug. 1939. Minutes
record that all members were present, with apologies from Captain G.V. Abjorson of the
Defence Dept. The Committee was to be known as the Mapping Committee. It was to co-
ordinate the State's contribution to Defence mapping. When the War commenced in
September 1939, the only topographical mapping coverage available of Western Australia
were the Perth, Fremantle, Rockingham, Mundaring, Northam and Albany One Mile to an
Inch maps, compiled around the period of the First World War by the Survey Corps. The
only other maps were Department of Lands lithographies, covering parts of the South West of
the State, which showed only cadastral surveys and almost no topography. They were virtually
useless for military purposes. _



in June and appointed assistant to DAD Survey, Major Ewing, as well as retaining his position
with the VDC He was in effect, the liaison officer with the State on the Emergency mapping
programme then getting under way. 4 Company commenced mapping in the Pingarra area
with Lt. Dunn in charge, while Lt. Connolly and party were engaged in the Perth-Bunbury
triangulation chain. A section from Army Headquarters Survey Company under Lt A.J.

Townshend was observing the First Order Triangulation chain from Perth-Albany via

Williams.

3.9 ~ With the entry of Japan into the war, the priority for mapping became, in 1942,

the 1 Mile to an Inch coverage of Port Hedland and the coastal area up to Geraldton. An
emergency task was the mapping of the railway line from Norseman to Esperance and vicinity
with ad hoc reproduction by local printers. In March 1942 Major D. Macdonald was posted to
3 Ausl. Field Survey Company as O.C. and replaced by Major R.K. Rule MM. Rule, a PMF
officer on the Survey Corps, had raised 3 Aust. Fd. Svy Coy. at Woodend in Victoria in
January 1941. During the 1st World War he had served in the 2nd Field Coy. RAE and been
awarded the Military Medal near Passchendale in France on 26th October 1917. Lt. Nicholas,

the State Liaison Officer, was called up for full time duty on the 20th March 1942. He recalls

that one of his tasks was assisting Maj, Ewing in organising civilian survey camps to contour
coastal strips about 20 miles in depth, North and South of Perth. On the 31st May, 1942,

Nicholas returned to the VDC on promotion to Captain and was appointed their Corps -

Intelligence Officer. In April 1942 all Army units in Western Australia came under the control

of the 3rd Australian Corps, commanded by Lieutenant General H.G.Bennett, who was

assigned the task of defending all of the State South of the Kimberley Land Division. Maj

Ewing was appointed DAD Svy HQ 3 Aust. Corps. The Probability of a direct attack and/or

invasion of Western Australia by the Japanese from May 1942, after the battle of the Coral
Sca, through most of 1943 was very real. The Geodetic Triangulation chain from Perth to
Mingenew was completed, together with a third order extension to Murgoo, in 1942. Officers
appointed to 4 Field Survey Company in 1942 were Capt Medcalf DSO, Lt's Findlay, H.
Camm and H. Barclay. Medcalf had served with the 11 Battalion AIF in the 1st World War,
landed on Gallipoli on one of the first boats as a Private and had been commissioned in the
field as Lieutenant within the first fortnight on the Peninsular. Later wounded he was
evacuated to the istand of Mudros. He then served with his Battalion in France as a Platoon
and Company commander. He was wounded and subsequently awarded the Distinguished
Service Order for bravery in the field in September 1916. He was a Licensed Surveyor with a

practice in Albany. Harold Camm was later 1o become Surveyor-General of Western

Australia.

3.10 In 1943 the Gascoyne Junction Baseline was measured and La Place
observations made by Capt. Medcalf, Lt Meharry, WO1 Culliver and party;. The Cape
Bouvard-Cape Naturaliste triangulation chain was observed. Map conwol in the Exmouth-
Onslow area was undertaken, all the above by 4 Field Survey Company. A section of 6-Army
Topographical Company, under Lt F Noonan, operated in the Victoria River area of the
Northern Territory and across the WA border to Wyndham from late 1943 to the middle of
1944. They established photograph control of selected points by astronomical fixation, sun
_observations for azimuth and short base subtense angles for scale. A feature of their

operations was that some movement of survey parties were made by civil air lines. Warrant -

Officer McMahon was injured on Argyle Downs Cattle station and evacuated to Katherine
Hospital by flying doctor for treatment and subsequent recovery.

3.11 In 1944 4 Field Survey Company was engaged in a heavy programme of third
order theodolite and chain traverse through the Broome-Derby area for map control as the
Pindan country is unsuited to triangulation observation.. Some astronomical fixes were
observed for the control of the Broome 4 Miles to 1 Inch map. In july 1944 Captain Meharry
was posted to 3 Aust. Field Survey Coy in North Queensland.

3.12 As it became apparent that Western Australia was not likely to be attacked, and
as the need for troops arose in the campaigns North of Australia, many army units were either
moved from the State or disbanded from late.1943 on. In April 1945 it became 4 Field Survey

10



3.5, In February 1940, Captain J.A. Ewing, a licensed surveyor with a practice in
Perth, was appointed Deputy Assistant Director (DAD Svy) on the Headquarters of Western
Command. Capt. Ewing had served with the 5th Pioneer Battalion in France during the First
World War and had been the adjutant of the AIF Topographical Survey School conducted at
Southampton in 1919. He had worked on the Trans-Continental and Ghan Railway surveys
and was well known as the inventor of the Ewing Stadialtimeter. At this time a programme of
emergency mapping was implemented, known as the Strategic Mapping Scheme, its immediate
objective was the production of 4 Mile, to 1 Inch (1;253,440 scale) map coverage over the
coastal strip, Albany-Geraldton, to 100 miles inland. It was proposed to utilise what ever
survey and map data was available in State Departments and the Department of Interior, to
produce first editions. Second editions were to be compiled from additional data to be
~ procured by Survey Corps Personnel, State and local Government surveyors, engineers and
other technical personnel. The fair draughting and lithographical reproduction was to be done
by the Army Headquarters Cartographic Company in Victoria.

3.6 In September 1940 The Federal Cabinet approved an expansion of the Survey
Corps which included the raising of No 4 Australian Field Survey Company in Western
Australia. The Emergency Mapping Programme was expanded about this time for the urgent
production of 1 Mile to 1 Inch mapping by the State Lands and Surveys Department as an
interim measure, while the newly raised Field Survey Companies were being trained in the
production of the standard series. The emergency edition was to be as complete in cultural
detail as possible but would not be contoured. The standard editions when produced by the
Companies would supersede the emergency maps and be fully contoured. The Western
Australian State Mapping Committee arranged for the production of an official State Road
Map at a scale of Three Miles to an Inch. The Secretaries of Road Boards covering the area
between Cape Leeuwin and the Murchison River, together with inspectors from the State
Agricultural Bank, were requested to assist with information on road conditions. The
Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC) had been formed in Western Australia from the membership
of the RSL in June 1940. A member of the Mapping Committee, Mr RA Nicholas, also a
member of the RSL executive in Perth, had been appointed Staff Reconnaissance Officer on
the Headquarters of the VDC and had established Reconnaissance Sections in each VDC unit.
Realising the potential the VDC units had for the collection of data for map compilation,
Nicholas sent to each Recce Section, Lands Department Lithographies, overprinted with
military grids, and detailed instructions on conventional signs for showing existing features-
roads, streams, ridge lines, bridges, dams, fences, buildings, timber cover, Post Offices,
telephones, landing grounds etc. Each map was in duplicate, one to be retained by the unit and
the other to be returned on completion.

3.7 On the 16th January 1941, 4 Australian Field Survey Company was formed at
the Claremont Showgrounds in Perth. Lieutenant J.K. Herridge was acting Officer
Commanding. Lieutenant T. Connolly, WO1 E. Johnson, WO2 W.J. Harrison, Sg'ts Culliver
and Gillespie, and Cpl's O'Donoghue, Western and Gannon were also posted in from the
Eastern States. Sixteen recruits at Appendix B. A programme of basic regimental and technical
training commenced at Claremont. The Company's mapping programme in order of priority
was; '

A. Revise the existing 1 Mile to an Inch maps in the vicinity of Perth; -

B. Extend the 1 Mile to an Inch mapping South along the coast to Bunbury, then to
Busselton and eventually to Albany;

C. Extend the 1 Mile to an Inch mapping North along the road to provide mapping
control. '

3.8. - Captain D Macdonald assumed command of the Company on the 2nd March
1941, which by then had a strength of 52 all ranks. In April the Company moved into specially
built accommodation at Karrakatta Military Camp and Mr T. Meharry, a staff surveyor with
the Department of Lands and Surveys, was appointed Lieutenant. The two original warrant
officers were commissioned in 1941-Johnson in June and Harrison in October. The State
Lithographer, Mr Nicholas, was commissioned a Lieutenant in the Royal Australian Engineers

11



Company's turn for disbandment. Personnel were transferred to'2 and 3‘Australian Field
Survey Companies with some serving in the Moratai and New Guinea Campaigns. Major
Rule assumed command of 3 Aust Fd Svy Coy in May 1945.

- ANZAC DAY 1991

About 27 members marched behind the Association Banner. Due to a prior commitment
our President, Don Taylor, was unable to march and Pat Wood was pressed into leading

us;

““The tumout was down on previous years due mainly to the proximity of the weekend and
~*to the disbandment of the 5th Field Survey Squadron earlier in the year. The morning was
~+overcast and cool and turned inio a good day for marching.

“We adjourned to Karrakatta after the Service for a barbeque lunch and the Association’s
Annual General Meeting. We are indebted to Captain Don Cocker and thie members of 2
Topographical Survey Troop for providing their facilities and labour for the meeting and
refreshments. Several families of ex and serving Corps members attended -and although
the weather was threatening, it developed into quite an enjoyable aftenoon. S

Among those seen during the day were, Frank Cohen, Cedric, Eric and Noel Clutterbuck, -
Peter Eddy, Leon Griffiths, Barry Parker, Jo Mazzarol, Ray Sargeant, Don Cocker and
Trevor Bottomiey., _ ' '

Pat Wood.



ANZAC DAY

Pat Bell Banner Bearer
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ANZAC DAY continued

Pat Wood

Anzac Day Parade Commander

Parker
Gordon Jones

Jodi Bowman
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ANZAC DAY continued

Don Cocker (right)

with Jo Mazzarol

Bluey Locke (right)

with Cedric Clutterbuck
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517658 STAFF SERGEANT JOF

: 9 2nd Topographical Survey Troop salutes John Raymond Sargeant for thirty
S to the Royal Australian Survey Corps and in particular since 1986, for his se:

Called up for National Service with 17th National Service Battalion at Swan

commitment he would give to the Australian Army. He was initially trained

2% Service and subsequent CMF service to July 1965 he served with 10th West

2% 11/44th Infantry Battalion in the transport section as a Corporal instructor o

, with Western Command Field Survey Unit in Fremantle as a Driver / survey

* 30th June 1967 he signed up for six years in the Australian Regular Army cc

end of his service as he joined the then ARES troop of 5th Field Survey Squ:

knowledge of 'Q" and transport logistics for field survey operations which he
has attended.

Sargea{nt in his last year of service has given valuable expertise to the furnis!

Operations/Exercises and Courses to his credit

‘Bruce Rock/Corrigin - August 1965 (No Bolt tower construction) Operation G.

¢°% Esperence/Balladonia/Rawlinna - Oct/Nov 1965 (Survey) Operation G+
Stirling Fanges - February 1966 ( Beacon on Bluff Knoll) Operation Ez
Onslow/Wittnoom/Barrow Island - Jun/ July 1966 (1st Order Traversing)  Exercise Brz

o, Drivers Conversion Course (Swanbourne) - Jan/Feb 1967 (6 Fieid Sup:
"% Wyndam Project D1/67 - April/October 1967 (Tellurometer) Operation Ti
Derby Project D1/68 - April/July 1968 (Aerodist) Operaton N

%% Operational Mapping Course (School Mil Svy) - 1968 Operation N
ﬁ Transport Supervisors Course (Puckapunyal) - Oct/Dec 1969 Operation G
Gibb River Area -Jun/Aug 1970 Recconaisar

Air Portable Team Leaders Course (Richmond) - Jan/Feb 1971 Operation M

.2 Kalumbaru Mission - Jul/Nov 1971 (Aerodist/Tellurometer) . Mt Burges,
Quartermaster Sergeants Course(Sydney) - Jun/Jul 1972 Operation B
Operation GADING III(Indonesia) - Apr/Sep 1973 Exercise So

% Sargeant is a self starter and requires no motivation as he continually consid

% takes pride in a job well done. | |
A% To - JQHN RYMND SRGEANT - the members of 2 TOPO wot
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. years of outstanding service and dedication
ice to the troop.

A2
R

yurne on 16 August 1955 Sargeant was probably not aware of the future

s a gunner on Staghorn Scout cars and for the remainder of his National
ustralian Mounted Infantry (10th Light Horse Regiment) and then with
driving courses. Sargeant commenced CMF full-time duty on 5 July 1965
and, thus commencing his long association with the Survey Corps. On
inuing until his discharge on 7th February 1986. This waz not to be the
ron in July that year. Over all these years Sargeant gained valuable

as used to the benefit of the numerous Survey Operations and exercises he

X
x
:

1g of the Brigade Support vehicles which are now fully opérational.

JING IV - Apr/Aug 1974

MNG V - May/Aug 1975

' Rider (Pilbara) - jun 1976

im Drive, Eureka Stockade, Gold Fever - 1978

¢y Company, Qld) 1 month each.

ric Traveller(North Qld) - 1980 (7 weeks, field verification)
vose (Northern Territory) - 1982 (4 months, Geoceiver)
rration (Tennant Creek,NT) - 1983 (4 months, Geoceiver)
ss Castles(Derby/Windjanna Gorge) - Aug/Sep 1984

; (Operation Mizni2ze) - Apr/May 1985

maze (Kimberley ) - Jul/Sep 1985 (Geoceiver)

»olgardie - 1987 (Field verification ARES)

igarra (Pilbara) - 1989 (K89 field verification, ARES)

ien Comfort (Esperence) - 1990 (Map verification, ARES)

s the requirements of his unit. He has excellent organizing abilities and

i like to say - THANKYOU 3



ANZAC DAY continued

Bluey Locke at 79,

the oldest member marching

Brian Firns
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ANZAC DAY continued

Clive Craddon

Peter Eddy
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ANZAC DAY continued

Brian Mead

Leon Griffiths
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ]
Survey, Wartime Style, Protem, Pro-forma. by Neville Smith-Ryan WX 22563

Afier basic training at Darby, Victoria, (including skinny dipping on Xmas Day in the cold
Lerderderg River) then back to 4 Fd Svy at Irwin Barracks, in due time we embarked on the
good ship "Koolinda" 1o the NW. It was a common belief that the Japs would not attack this
ship, as in earlier times the Koolinda had rescued many Japanese fishermen in distress, so we
felt reasonably safe. ' :

At Derby our camp was not far from the Leprosarium, handy in case we went troppo. One
night when a party of us were camped near the "12 Mile" bridge over the Fitzroy River, I was
detailed to fill the water bucket, had just done so when there was a commotion nearby and a
croc slithered into the river. I returned to the camp rather hurriedly, spilling a drop. Next
morning they looked beautiful basking in the sun on a sand bank mid-stream.

I can honestly say that I walked from Derby to Broome, on one end of a chain as a strat map
‘was made to join up existing maps of the towns Capt John Camm would make our day by
taking shots of a large water tank on the horizon and instructing us to let him know the
quantity of water it would hold! No hurry, as long as we has the answer in 10 minutes. One
day a Salvation Army vehicle appeared out of the dust, stopped to have a chat, gave us a cold
drink and some chewing gum. This gesture paid well, each year since ] made sure to make a
donation to the Salvos. : - s

Broome-Port Hedland as passenger in the water truck, not designed for personal comfort. No
road, just keep the evening star Venus, due West until you arrive. Hedland generally referred
to in those days as the "backside" of the world. Swim only at high tide when there is water in
the shark-proof enclosure between the two arms of the jetty. Little did I dream that on April
1st (an appropriate date) 1954 I would land there to open the only bank branch in the town,
and be there for 4 years to see it beginning to become a highly profitable branch through
overseas exchange business.

One night we were instructed by Capt John Camm 10 give him the co-ordinates for him to
pick up a daylight star for his work the next day. Had our fingers crossed all next day until
he came home, only to hear that he had changed his plans during the morning. We then
carried on as though we were quite sure he would have found that star.

Onslow. which I think was a shade worse than Pt Hedland used to be! A jetty which is
regularly destroyed by hurricanes, a pub and a camp for Americans for re-fuelling their
submarines, and a place for the Yanks to send naughty boys who misbehaved in Perth-
Fremantle; a fate worse than death. :

Canarvon. We set up camp on the bank of the Gascbyne River, only to discover that big red
bull ants declared this to be their territory and desired us to move on which we promptly did-
to the middle of the sandy river bed (the water flows 14 feet below the sand)

Canarvon-Geraldton After a long hot dusty drive we eventually arrived at Northampton, went
into the pub, all dry as chips, each ordered a beer. Forgot the name of it but definitely
remember the taste-it was horrible. Back to the truck and on the rest of the way for a decent
drink. _

You will doubtless observe that these notes are from a part-time war time Survey Cpl
Computer who enjoyed the out-doors, the need to brush up on the geom/trig, the lasting
friendships, before returning to civvy life. I was proud to wear the blue/white triangular
colour paich. -

Now enjoy playing bbwls at the Claremont club of which I am now an Honorary Life
Member, having been the Treasurer. :
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
From Alex Laing
3 Jan 1991

Dear Jo,

I was delighted to read your Issue No 2 of WEST LINK and would appreciate if you could
send me a copy of issue No 1 to ensure I get the complete collection, The memories invoked
by a couple of the articles and the parallels with some of my own similar experiences has
prompted me to put pen (o paper. '

The story of the ships cutter may be true but the similarities with the disaster at Coloumb
Point in 1963 are almost unbelievable, as is the story with the beer along the road, also in
1963. Let me start at the beginning.

It was my first ever field trip under the guidance of WO1 Booton ("we are only taking you sir
because you're the only one authorised to sign the 59's") Jim subsequently had his Rover and
trailer washed off the De Gray River crossing, drowning the teles, theodolites as well as his
Rover and almost drowning trooper (later RSM) Laurie Frazer of the SASR. He was along as
a boat handler. There had been nothing across the De Grey River for some time (Jim didn't
make it!) until we happened along in the Studes. We subsequently towed a shearing team
across and as they departed they showered us with cartons and threw cans of beer along the

road.

You may recall we met HMAS BASS at Broome and they were to be our floating base
whilst,we reobserved about 100 miles of the first order traverse from Ganthoume Point to
Coulomb Point. Father Booton and 1 were the observing (centre) party and Lofty Keene and
George Ullinger manned the front and rear lights. I'm not sure now who their respective

offsiders were but they could have been from the group of sappers we had at that time, Peter

Toomey, Hans Leisker or Harry Newman.

At the completion of the reobservations at Coulomb Point we decided to have a BBQ on the
beach for both soldiers and sailors. Everybody had a good time and when it was time to go
back to the ship, anchored 200 metres or so off shore the ship's cutter was launched to pick
everybody up. There was about a 2' or 3' small surf breaking on the beach and some more
senjor sailor not wanting to get too wet ordered the cutter closer than was desirable. It filled
with water! The way to empty such a craft (16ft clinker built, inboard engine) is to rock it and
slosh the water out. It was dark, Jim Booton got our signalling lamp (Aldis) and connected it
up to the cutter's battery. The next wave put more water in the boat and immediately shorted
the lamp out. This did not deter Jim one bit he continued to stand in the middle of the boat,
holding the now defunct lamp above his head while the drunken sailors continued to
unsuccessfully to refloat the boat. Luckily Laurie Frazer had come ashore in the 3Z rubber
boat and he and his mate (navy) took off back to the BASS to get the 10Z. They were just a
tad the worse for wear also and somehow missed the brightly lit BASS and were heading for
South Africa when they realised their mistake and eventually got on board and took everybody
back to the ship in the 10Z. : _

Lt (RAN) Tim Bowra and I slept on the beach and the next morning I recall (and I have
pictures to back it up) seeing the ship's cutter strewn N and S along the beach as far as you
could see. All that was left was the centre board and the engine block. All the planks, seats,
fuel tanks etc, were washed up yards away. :

This incident severely embarrassed the Navy as the following week the BASS was to embark
the Naval Hydrographer and he was to make a detailed reconnaissance of the Port
Hedland/Roebourne area for a possible new port for the then just emerging iron ore industry.
They had to get Army's permission to use the 10Z and the two SASR boat handlers to put
them ashore. It doesn't seem to have harmed the ship's captain's career as Lt Sam Bateman is
now Commodore Bateman and still serving. We have remained good friends over the years
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and subsequently served together in PNG in 1972/73.

| Western Command Field Survey Unit and subsequently S Sqn was my favourite unit. In
some 32 years in the service the two outstanding highlights were my time as a Lt in 63/65 in
the Kimberleys and Nullabor region and 74/75 as OC in Sumartra. Tales of the latter I will
keep until you are short of an article.

I hope the Journal continues to thrive and the Association goes from strength to strength. I
hope to make it for your reunion this year.

Regards to all,
Alex Laing

EARLY ARMY SURVEY DAYS IN W.A..

It would be interesting if members could dig into their photo albums and send in some scenes of the
trials and tribulations of “Early Army Survey Days in WA”. Your photos will certainly make a
valuable contribution to the historic collection we are building up in the Battye Library through
WEST LINK.When you do send them in, would you try to provide with them, as much information
as you can? :

Jim Booton, Jo Mazzarol and Captain Hugh Taylor, breaking camp.
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EARLY ARMY SURVEY DAYS IN W.A. continued

This is Alan, the little boy who featured in WEST LINK No 2.

Can anyone recognise the fellas in this photo?
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EARLY ARMY SURVEY DAYS IN W.A. continued

Clyde, a baby camel who wandered into our camp one day. We were thinking of making him a
mascot but the helicopter pilot reported seeing a herd of camels a few miles away so we gave him
some food and a drink and he eventually wandered off.
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EARLY ARMY SURVEY DAYS IN W.A. continued

Recovery of a ‘“wounded’ jeep coming in pick’-a-back. Jo Mazzarol with Wonkey, Jo’s little Sky
Terrier who used to come bush with us sometimes.

Jo Mazz?rol without the face fungus drinking some lemonade in the Mundaring Hotel with the
publican’s daughter. We were engaged in mapping the Mundaring area about the time they raised
the level of the weir which ‘drowned” some of the access roads: about the mid ‘50’s. The Hotel has
been closed for years and is now a T.A.B. agency.
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YARNS, WARIES AND REMINISCENCES

Do you have an interesting service story to tell? Don’t worry if it is not exactly correct, your
" memories of it will be just as interesting. Maybe your story will jog someone else’s memory and
they will write in and add some more. If you are having trouble putting pen to paper, ring the Editor
to arrange for an interview. Or, a tape recorded story will be great. Send it to the Editor.

AN INCIDENT AT REDMOND SIDING - by Jo Mazzarol

Itwasa bloody hot day the day we pulled in by the little store at the Redmond siding on the rz-ﬁlway
line between Perth and Albany. We, that is Bev Uwins and I, were hot and very thirsty, farting about
in a little-American Ford jeep, or was it a Willys? o ' ‘

The lady behind the counter was very sorry but there was not a drop of cold drink in the place. Their
power plant had broken down a week ago and her husband could not get it running again. They had
no lights, no power, all the butter had melted and gone rancid, the milk ruined, meat gone off and
woe was her. Did we know anything about engines? :

Well Bev and I looked at each other and not having anything really pressing on, except.to continue
to map Western Australia, said that we might be able to help. Where was the engine? She took us
around the back to a shed in which her husband had the 1.C. engine, about a 4 horse, single cylinder
Lister, stripped down to its component parts, neatly laid out on the floor.

An inspection of all the parts revealed nothing broken or missing. All the cogs still had their teeth on
them. All the keyways had their keys. So we suggested to him that perhaps if we reassembled it
carefully something might come to light which was causing the trouble. So we did that.

Everything went well, everything fitted back together perfectly, valve and magneto timing exactly on,
all the parts cleaned and polished, I have never seen an engine so clean. In went the big 18mm
K.L.G. spark plug as the last component in the assembly and we asked him for the high tension
lead to connect up the magneto to the spark plug and, wait for it, yes, he produced a yard of old HT
wire with nearly all the insulation gone from it and commenced to attach this almost bare wire up the
side of the block in the clips provided, thereby ensuring a good positive electrical short for at leasta
foot. :

We couldn't believe our eyes. "Is this the best high tension wire you have"? We asked in a shocked
whisper. "What's wrong with it"? He said. "It was working okay until the engine stopped a week

ago". Wordlessly we went out to the jeep and brought in a new length of HT wire from our
emergency kit and wired up his engine properly. . o -

Needless to say, primed and after a couple of swings of the handle, she chugged into life, positively
purring after all the attention. _ - '

' It was embarrassing to have to refuse all the stuff his wife wanted to heap onto us in a moment of
understandable hero worship. : ' : ,

I mean after al, all we wated was  cold drink of lemonade, and we did't even get that
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YARNS, WARIES AND REMINISCENCES continued

A RECORD LEAP | by Don Taylor

I was reading a news item the other day and noticed a story where a mother had
confronted an escaped lion which was threatening her child and the lion, after being beaten
off, was being treated for shock. _

It is amazing what forces fear can evoke from the normal human being. We have all heard
stories of amazing physical feats from people under stress, however it is seldom if ever
that these feats of super human effort can be measured.

I witnessed a bloke set an all time-never 1 be broken-high jump record and from a éitting
start. Here is how it happened. -

It was 1963 while light keeping on a traverse station at a place called Malalau with one
Corporal Tommy Royale, the record was set.

This hill was one of those stations best forgotten. In 1962 Bruce Cockburn was bitten by
a snake there and a very difficult evacuation was organised for him. The hill was a mound
really, in the midst of a swamp and covered by Kunai grass and alive with mosquitoes. It
also had a large snake population and a very large lizard (dragon really) but that involves
another tale

Anyway being a light keeping party we had very little to do, however the mosquitoes were
so ferocious that we either had to lay under our mosquito nets all day or sit atop the
beacon on which we had built perches. The beacon being a standard quad allowed us to
put poles between the holes in the vanes and there we would perch day after day sharing
the one book we had and smoking my cigarettes as Tom was giving up and didn’t bring
any with him. ' '

To give you an example of how bad the mozzies were, when we had to go to the toilet we

would get undressed (pants off) under our net and then dash off into the scrub grabbing

the shovel and toilet roll, which were placed at the tent entrance for convenience, and dash
back when the business was completed. The record for a toilet visit was just under 30
seconds. As I said, we did not have much to do, so we timed these flying toilet visits.

Cooking was the most awkward job we had, and one which we took turns at. Cooking
involved holding the egg flip with one hand while jumping and continually swatting
mosquitoes with the other We only needed an egg flip because neither of us could cook
and we fried everything. The other meanwhile lay under his net or sat atop the beacon
urging the cook on or applauding any new or particularly innovative moves to thwart the
mozzies.

One morning it was my turn to cook and having dished up the meal gave Tom his
breakfast (mush) in bed and I climbed up the beacon and sat on my perch. I should
mention that the beacon was at one end of the tent adjacent to Tom’s stretcher and was
used to tie the tent down.

Some time passed and Tom decided to get out of bed (probably to get at my smokes) he
swung his legs from the stretcher to the ground and sat with his bottom about 10cms from
the ground and his feet on the deck. This lasted about 0.02 of a second as a snake, which
had come out of his bed with his feet, was lying on the ground wondering what has
disturbed its peaceful sleep.

There is only one bloke I have ever seen who is more afraid of snakes then me and that
was Tommy Royale. He let out a yell and launched himself. He rose in the air, arms and
legs flying, turned in mid air and landed ‘plop’ in his perch beside me saying,’Ddd d
did you s s s see that b b b bloody snake?”’

Now [ swear that he did not touch the beacon on the way up, only on the way down, when
he landed on his perch shaking and gibbering and pointing "at the snake.

26



YARNS, WARIES AND REMINISCENCES continued

A RECORD LEAP continued.

The beacon to the top of the vanes is 14ft 8 inches above the ground mark; to the top of
‘the vanes it is 11ft 8 inches, we sat about halfway up the vanes, about 13ft from the
ground. Now allowing for his skinny legs dangling and flaying beneath him I estimate
that he easily cleared 11ft starting from a squat position.

[ have thought about w'riting to the Guinneas Book of Records 1o gain Tom iinmortality n
the Athletics section but they would not believe it actually happened. [ know he did it. I
was there.

HOW TO BUILD A CAIRN

What fanciful mental pictures are conjured up in the mind’s eye of the average citizen
when mention is made of cairns? You might just as well have asked him what a dipper
was, or to explain ‘gather’. To the man on the street, a caimn is a town in Queensland or
to the dog fancier, a small wire haired terrier.

How would you go about buildin‘g one anyway? Maybe with a Tbugh claw hammer
and half a dozen 6”X12 gauge nails, a 140 amp C.I.G. Tradesman arc welder, a slide
rule, or perhaps even employ the services of a qualified philanthropist

I was first introduced to a cairn many years ago when I was a snivelling, callow youth.
At the time I didn’t know what one was either. This heap of rocks was already there so
that gave me some idea of the general dimensions and I was surprised to learn that it
was man made. [ thought God might have done it in a idle moment. Anyway, I was
~ asked to help clear it out of the way. It was not explained to me why we had to shift all

these rocks. I was not considered important enough to have that sort of information
shared with me. :

When we had scattered this great heap of rocks around in the general vicinity, (I was
told not to chuck them too far away because they had to all be put back where they
came from, which was a bit scary, trying to remember exactly where they’d all been)
everyone began to kick small stones aside and pull grass up. I thought someone had lost
some small change and;so I started to help look for it.

However almost from the very beginning it seemed, 1 was considered a natural caim

builder because no sooner had I casually mentioned that my paternal grandfather had

come oul from Italy in the middle of the 1800’s and settled in Mannum as a stone
mason and builder and that my maternal grandfather was an experienced Cornish miner
employed about the same time as an adviser in the mines for many years in Jo’burg,
- South Africa, than I found myself being asked to give lessons in cairn building to

- classes of higher ranking Army Survey guys sitting around in the shade, drinking billy
- tea. After many years reflection, 1 think I learnt a valuable lesson there. Keeping one’s
mouth shut not only kept out the flies.

Not everyone can build a proper caim. Caimns are conical. A good cairn.builder will
judge to a nicety the exact diameter of the initial circle required to arrive at the correct
height using the minimum of rock, otherwise you could be working for days collecting
enough local stone for the job. It must be remembered that these cairmns have to be seen
for miles through binoculars or upside down through a theodolite and a nipple on the
horizon is useless, what is required is a scaled up, full size tit, observable from all
directions. '

27



YARNS, WARIES AND REMINISCENCES continued

"' HOW TO BUILD A CAIRN continued.

Puttmg the largest rocks at the bottom makes sense to minimise the number of hernias
one tends to acquire. As well as this, as the building progresses, one has to learn to
carry a mental picture of the exact details of a hole to be filled and to develop an eye for
picking the exact rock that will suit that hole, because it is not advisable to stand there
for any length of time with a bloody ton rock in your arms (well alright, half a bloody
ton) trying to decide where it will fit into the scheme of things.

Not only do you have to consider siting the present rock but it is important to think
ahead so that you end up with a reasonably leve! platform for the rock after that to sit
firmly, preferably sloping slightly towards the centre, otherwise it is possible to have to
offer the same rock up twice because it didn’t want to stay there. To get it right the first
time means having the faculty to automatically, check at a glance, congruency,
parallelism, balance, portability and direction of possible flight in the event of what we

cairn builders call a ‘roll off’, all in a split second, with every rock, and wnt_h several
hundred being required for each cairn, this is a ot of decisions to have to make in a

short space of time and it takes a good deal of concentration,

: Now *facets* are the flat sides of a many sided, solid figure. A rock is a many sided
. solid figure therefore has many facets. Quod Erat Inveniendum. It is up to the cairn

" builder to use these to his advantage and after some practice it is possible to be able to

.- pick the rock from a scattered bunch, as the correct rock to go on next. It takes lots of
.. practice to get it right first time, unless you happen to have a stone mason or a miner
'+ somewhere in your ancestral lineage.

To the conscientious cairn builder using just any rock is never good enough. Even
though caims are built in remote areas, cracked or chipped rocks are out. Rocks on
cairns must be in perfect condition even if you have to search about for hours. If it was
good enough for the Egyptians to use good rocks and be precise constructing the
pyramids we think it’'s good enough for us. Then there is the need for precise
‘centreing’, as we say in the trade. This means that the top of the cairn must be directly
over the ground mark, because if the station is not visited, its precise direction is
.~ important not only from a ninth order geodetic point of view but more importanty, for
~ the cadastral surveyor who might start erroneously insisting that the next door
- neighbour owns half my workshop through some sloppy caim bulldlng miles away,
where the top rock was a fly’s dick off the mark.

Finally but unfortunately, like hand adzed wooden bridges, there is not a.lot of work
~ about for us hand cairn builders today because of beacons and civilisation taking over
everywhere, alleviating the necessity.of needing locally gathered, stone landmarks, to
advertise the location of ground stations, not to mention aerial photography taken from
the moon and beyond, so precisely that they could probably pin point the hammer I lost
in the back yard the other day. Perhaps when new planets are colomsed our hard won

secrets w111 be needed again. :

To satisfy your cunosnty over the mtroductory remarks. A dipper is a small round,
galvanised iron container with a large handle, riveted down the side, for dipping hot
water from a copper into the sink. And ‘gather’ is the steering geometry built into the
axles of horse drawn vehicles to ensure that the hubs turn centrally between the nut and
axle shoulder, designed to discourage the wheels from crowdmg either, which would
make hard work for the horse.

Take it easy out there guys.
The Editor
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVYEY CORPS ASSOCIATION L
(WESTERN AUSTRALIA) INC

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Surname: Given Names:

Address:

Telephone : Home:

Work:
Name of Spouse:
SERVICE DETAILS
Corps/Service: Regim-ental No: Last Rank held:
Original Enlistment Date: Final Discharge Date:
Category/ies of Service = AIF  ARA CMF/ARES  Nat Service
What was 'yoﬁr Trade or Posting?:
Decorations Held:
- Units Served in: From To

Did You Serve in an Operational Area? If so where?:

What is Your Present Position/Posting?:

Additional Comments:

Signature: Date:

My Annual Subscription of $15 is Attached? YES/NO

B S S S S S R S S TS S S >SS,
COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Membership: ACCEPTED/DECLINED

President: ~ Date:

Secretary: Date:






