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The Australian Survey Corps formed on the 1st July 1915 from the then existing Survey 
Section, Royal Australian Engineers. The embryonic Survey Corps comprised only one officer 
and 18 other ranks ï the smallest of all Corps. In 1948 the Corps was granted the right to the 
óRoyalô prefix, becoming the Royal Australian Survey Corps. The Corps was disbanded in 1996 
having served the nation for 81 years carrying our geodetic survey and mapping extensively on 
the Australian mainland, its Territories of Papua and New Guinea and mapping aid programs in 
much of Indonesia and the South West Pacific independent nations. The Corps also served 
with distinction in both the first and second world wars and the war in Vietnam. Associations of 
retired and ex-RA Svy members have maintained the traditions and spirit of the Corps in each 
State since the 1996 demise of the Corps to the present day culminating in the celebration of 
the centenary of the formation of the Corps in Canberra at the Australian War Memorial on the 
1st July and then the following weekend in Bendigo, the home of the AHQ Cartographic 
Company/Army Survey Regiment from 1942 to 1996. 
 
The following description of the Canberra Celebrations by Rob McHenry is taken from the ACT 
Newsletter released a few days after the event. There was a splendid roll-up of Queensland 
Association members and I have tried to capture as many as possible in the photographs that 
follow Robôs excellent description. 
 
PART 1 ï 100TH ANNIVERSARY CANBERRA CELEBRATIONS 
 

 
 
At the Australian War Memorial 
it was cold but otherwise calm as over 150 ex members and partners/family assembled for a 
wreathlaying ceremony in recognition of the service and sacrifice of members of the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps over the 81 years it existed. The ceremony commenced with a welcome by 
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Dr Brendan Nelson, the Director of the Australian War Memorial who briefly noted the 100th 

anniversary of the commencement of the Corps and our contribution to Australia and Australia's 
defence. 
His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retôd), Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, followed Dr Nelson with his commemorative address. The Governor 
General touched on many aspects of the history of the Corps and the critical nature of what we did 
in war and peace. He also noted a few examples of his first hand operational knowledge and 
experience with our products and the fact he had visited one of our operations in the Halmahera 
Islands (Op Pattimura) in his earlier Army days. 
Wreaths were laid by The Governor General and Lady Cosgrove, BRIG Finney on behalf of Chief of 
Army, our two surviving Directors ï Don Swiney and Simon Lemon, and also by Greg Ledwidge from 
Surveying and Spatial Sciences institute on behalf of all surveyors. 
The Canberra Brass Quintet and the Australian Rugby Choir helped to make the occasion a most 
memorable event with their version of the Corps marching tune - Wandering the Kings Highway. 
 
Ed; One must also mention the short religious component offered by past Corps (Litho Sqn) member 
Gary Kenny given in his magnificent ecclesiastical voice ï not too short; not too long and highly 
relevant. Good work Gary! 
 

At the National Library of Australia 

Entering the map display room 
 
After lunch we attended the National Library for a display of Survey Corps maps from 1915 through to 
the demise of the Corps in 1996. The map display was generously supported by the National Library 
who provided the rooms for the event. The reception was sponsored by The Institution of Surveyors 
NSW, the Seniors Group and the Cumberland Group of surveyors NSW as well as the Institution of 
Surveyors, Victoria and the Surveying and Spatial Sciences Institute. This sponsorship enabled 
members to enjoy a glass of wine and some savoury tartlets prior to entering the map display room. 
 
The Curator of Maps at the library, Dr Martin Woods, welcomed everyone to the event and gave a 
brief introduction detailing the importance of the contribution of RASvy to their overall map holdings. 
Approximately 80 maps had been selected for display covering the period from shortly before the 
formation of the Survey Corps to just prior to the amalgamation with RAE. The ñFaces of the 
Corpsò images produced by John Mobbs were rear projected onto a large screen at the end of the 
exhibition room. 
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Ed ï A personal note: Many of the 
maps on display struck chords of 
memory, ones that I can recall having 
some part in. None more so than the 
mint-copy of the very first map we 
produced in Vietnam ï Hoa Long 
(Special) produced by the Troop in 
Vietnam at its first location, completed 
on the 29 July 1966. The map was 
printed by 569 Engr Co (Topo) (Corps) 
at Nha Trang. 1200 copies were 
printed. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
At the Lobby Restaurant 
 

         
Dr Chris Coulthard-Clark addressing the gathering. At the table are Don and Glenys Swiney (Don part 

obscured) and Rob McHenry 
 
To finish off the day - warm and pretty snug with 136 people attending our final event at the Lobby 
Restaurant. After the main course the guest speaker, Dr Chris Clark, highlighted the genesis of the 
Corps as being the Boer War. He explained that as a result of this disastrous campaign, military 
planners became more aware of the critical requirement for accurate and up to date mapping for all 
military operations. Accordingly, the fledgling Australian government took notice, realised the almost 
total lack of national mapping coverage and established the Survey Corps in 1915 as a means of 
addressing the problem. 
During the evening ñFaces of the Corpsò was screened on two TV sets and proved to be very popular. 
Neil Taylor made a very generous donation of five bottles of Royal Australian Survey Corps 70th 
Anniversary Liqueur Muscat on the night and four of these were given away as a door prize. With 133 
names in the hat, surprisingly Peter Bates-Brownsword's name was selected twice! Peter subsequently 
donated the contents to the attendees. The fifth bottle was presented to Chris Coulthard-Clarkalong 
with a bottle of Shiraz in appreciation for sharing the 100th anniversary evening with us. This bottle was 
also consumed in situ... 
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Ed: A word about the óLobby Restaurantô.... the Lobby Restaurant began its life in 1968 when 
parliamentarians at the old parliament house, over the road, decided they needed a place to entertain 
visiting constituents. The "eating establishment" when it was built turned out to be a fine dining 
restaurant called the óLobbyô. The shocked M.P's had to force the Department of Administrative 
Services to attach a small cafe so they could buy their long-awaited pies for their constituents. 

Since then the Lobby has been the scene of countless political intrigues performed over long lunches 
and even longer dinners. Politicians from all sides are regulars to events, as are lobbyists, senior public 
servants, diplomats, business people and journalists. The lobby restaurant has maintained its rightful 
place as one of Australia's finest venues and the most political of eating establishments. 

CANBERRA ï A GALLERY OF PHOTOS ï At the AWM 
 

 
His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retôd), Governor-General of the 

Commonwealth of Australia, addresses the gathering 
 

 
The audience in rapt attention 
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Brigadier Finney representing Chief of Army, Dr Brendan Nelson, the Governor General Sir Peter 

Cosgrove, Lady Cosgrove and Rob McHenry ï all in fine voice in rendering a rousing chorus of the 
Corps marching song ï óWandering the Kings Highwayô 

 

 
A section of the audience ï thereôs Wendy and Bob Skitch with Dawn Laing in the front, T.J. Wicker 
(behind Wendy) Peter Eddy looming in the middle, Barbara Bates-Brownsword in her green WRAAC 

beret and many others. 
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In the crowd ï Barbara & Peter BB      Alex Cairney  Bob Skitch & Dawn Laing 
 

    
 Don and Glen Swiney    Bill Boyd ï doing his own photography 
 

                   
Dr Gary Hunter (from the wilds of Africa Rob McHenry ï our organiser extraordinare 
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Past Corps Directors Don Swiney and Simon Lemon placing the wreaths 

 
 
 

 
Wreaths placed on the Armistice Day memorial stone backed by the Canberra Brass Quintet and the 

Australian Rugby Choir  
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PART 2 ï CELEBRATIONS IN BENDIGO ï óBack to Bendigoô 
 
By various means, following the Canberra celebrations the 160 or more past Corps members made 
their way to Bendigo by air, by road, some on Thursday and some on Friday to join the ever swelling 
number from other parts of Australia and of course, those who served most of their Corps career at 
Fortuna, settled in Bendigo and never left the old city. Some staying with friends of old; and others in 
the hotels and motels around the city ï quite a few at the All Seasons where the grand dinner was to 
take place on Saturday night. 
 
Wendy and I flew Canberra to Tullamarine (a Qantas óDash 400ô turbo-prop aircraft) then took the 
commuter bus to Bendigo arriving mid afternoon. We were booked at a unique and unusual hotel ï the 
Schaller Studio Boutique Hotel that featured the very creative art of Mark Schaller that has to be seen to 
be believed, ranging from huge wall hanging collages to óchain-sawô sculptures at the entrance. If the 
rooms were small they were well designed and comfortable; a little like staying in an art gallery.  
 
The Friday night entertainment was at the Havilah Road RSL ï something of a tradition from previous 
óback to Bendigoô occasions. Wendy chose to remain at the Schaller and I must confess, I found 
Havilah Road all a little over-whelming. I reckon there must have been at least 200 there. How can you 
meet and recognize faces of all that many? I seemed to drift from one to another ï it was the first of 
many great events over the ensuing weekend. A buffet of beef, roast chicken or battered fish was 
served but after a day of travelling my spirit was flagging and after an hour and a half I returned to the 
Schaller. 
 
Civic Reception at the Town Hall 
Saturday morning at 10.30 or a little before we were at Bendigoôs grand Town Hall, piped in by the 
Fortuna Pipes and Drums. Once inside we collected our names and óFaces of the Corpsô devices (what 
do you call those things).The gathering was immense, completely filled the hall. We were addressed by 
the very affable and down-to-earth Mayor of Bendigo, Councillor Peter Cox. Many photos were taken 
both privately and professionally, especially of the various State Association groups as well as other 
identifiable groups such as Vietnam Veterans and the ladies of the WRAAC. Our Queensland 
Association was certainly the best represented State group (other than Fortuna itself) ï we had difficulty 
fitting everyone onto the elevated dais. Morning tea was laid out on side tables ï but you had to be 
quick ï I wasnôt! What more can one say? It was an absolutely grand occasion and Gary and his 
committee (Tracey and John Phillips notably) did an excellent job, organising this and all that followed. 
 
PHOTO GALLERY ï 1  

 
 
 
 
 
Fortuna Pipes and Drums ï our welcome to the 
Town Hall Civic Reception
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Inside the Town Hall ï State Association banners at the back 

 

 
Our Queensland Association 
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Survey Vietnam Veterans 

 

 
Survey Vietnam Veterans 
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The Fortuna organising committee ï Rear: John Phillips, Stuart Symonds, Bob Thrower 

Front: Don Swiney, Phil Smalley, Gary Warnest, Tracey Phillips 
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 The Mayor of Bendigo ï Cr Peter Cox         Past Corps Director Don Swiney MBE 
 

  
 Colin and Rhonda Laybutt and Wendy  John and Sue Collins ï from UK 
        John wearing his resplendent CBE 

              (Captain Collins RE was our UK exchange officer 1975-77) 
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    Yvonne and John Bullen with Alex Cairney  Cr  Peter Cox and members 
 
Open House at the Carpenter Street WRAAC Barracks 
I was quite keen to visit the old WRAAC Barracks and Gary kindly included me. Like lots of young 
blokes serving at Fortuna during the 1950s and 1960s I had fond memories of the ladies hospitality on 
several occasions, particularly in 1959. Then when I arrived at Bendigo in 1977 I found óTurriffô had 
been closed down and the girls were living on the ground floor of the other ranks barrack block at 
Fortuna ï not entirely satisfactory. I discussed this with the WRAAC officer (our Admin Officer) and she 
whole heartedly agreed to re-opening Turriff but first some basic re-furbishing work had to be done ï 
grounds tidied up and I am not sure what else. The Works Department undertook the work and Turriff 
re-opened towards the end of 1977. There were never more than six to ten girls living there; I think our 
WRAAC officer chose to do so at least initially. I was certainly aware that the closure resulted from the 
number of live-in girls falling to one or two and there was some concern for security. Nevertheless, the 
re-opening was a popular decision at the time. 
 
It was a very pleasant afternoon with the owners Dale and Belinda OôMeara providing a lavish afternoon 
tea. Also attending was Valerie Lovejoy, author of óMapmakers of Fortunaô. 
 
PHOTO GALLERY ï 2  
 

   
 The dining room and our PM tea  Owner Belinda Oô Meara welcoming us to her home 
         (Note the open fire) 
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Our ladies of the Womenôs Royal Australian Army Corps (WRAAC) (taken at the dinner at the All 

Seasons) 
Dinner at  the All Seasons Function Centre 
Oue final function for Saturday was the well attended dinner at the All Seasons Function Centre in 
McIvor Road. Indeed; it needed to be the final function ï what else could follow on that day? 
Attendance was in the order of 400 plus and one could only marvel at the quality of the meal that was 
served to so many and the efficiency of the operation. Two courses was certainly enough.  Following 
the dinner it was time for speeches. Our final Corps Director Colonel Simon Lemon was the official 
guest speaker and Simon gave a very polished performance, reflecting on the Corpsô achievements. 
(Simonôs address is at the end or this account) 
 

 
Gary Warnest welcomes the guests 
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Don Swiney presents an Assotiation Plaque    The Mayor has a few words ïGary remains attentive 
To Peter Jensen for his remarkable effort 
In producing the Corps Nominal Roll. 
 

  
      Rob McHenry presents an Association      Bill Boyd reflects on the Corps in poetry   
   Plaque to John Mobbs for his untiring effort ( Billôs very moving poem is at the end of this account) 

          In creating óFaces of the Corpsô 
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The Litho Push ï never to be forgotten 

 
BBQ lunch at the Goldmines Hotel 
As a young bloke at Fortuna I was never a great attender at the Goldmines Hotel although many were 
and I suspect it was a favourite watering hole for the members of Litho Squadron.  For many, the 

Goldmines was almost an extension of Fortuna 
itself, being just over the back fence and owned 
by Eddie Esposito and his wife Marge. Eddie 
was the Sergeant electrician at the Regiment 
and continued on as a civilian after retiring from 
uniformed service. He alone understood the 
complexities of the electrical wiring of the old 
Villa and his service was indespensible. Eddieôs 
wife Marge ran the Goldmines and you didnôt 
step out of line when Marge was behind the bar. 
 
We gathered at the Goldmines at midday in the 
gardens at the back  and again there were huge 
numbers, occupying every nook and cranny of 
the hotelôs award winning beer garden. Sizzled 
sausages, buns and salads prevailed. 

         The Goldmines Hotel 
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The Goldmines award winning beer garden and everyone 

 
Unveiling the Story Board within the grounds of Fortuna 
 
At aboud 2.30 pm word went around that it was time to move from the Goldmines to Fortuna. The walk 
was to to be itself part of the celebration ï all together, not actually marching but walking in ócolumn of 
blobô headed by a piper from the óFortuna Pipes and Drumsô ï not by the most direct route but taking in 
an extra block if only to entertain a few of the Golden Square residents. We entered through the back 
gate of Fortuna and contiued past the Villa to the memorial cairn below the parade ground, straight up 
from the front gate. Some seating had been provided and at 3.00pm the ceremony commenced. 
 
One hundred chairs had been provided but these soon filled and many  stood behind and on either side 
of the seated gathering and on the high ground behind the memorial cairn. The memorial service 
opened with an introduction by Gary Warnest  with the following words.... 
Today we remember those original members of the Corps who in 1915 although small in number set 
the example for all who came after to follow in service, loyalty, quality of achievement and óespriit de 
corpsô. Whilst we are proud of their achievements and sacrifices I am sure that they likewise would be 
proud of what the Corps went on to achieve during its existence. Todayôs service is to honour the 
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membersof the Survey Corps and their achievements and to record for future visitors the story of those 
who served at this site since 1942. 
 
The Reverend John Smith, an ex Survey Corps Major opened the service reading an appropriate 
scripture verse from the Book of Joshua....The men went on their way to map out the land after Joshua 
had given them this instruction óGo over the land and map it out and come back to me. And then here in 
Shiloh I will consult the Lord fo you.....ô 
 
Our last Corps Director Colonel Simon Lemon then unveiled a plaque on the Cairn ï the opposite side 
to the óDiggers Markô placed  when the Cairn was built and dedicated at the closure of the Army Survey 
Regiment in 1996 with the words ï óto acknowledge the achievements of the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps and as a memento of this gathering to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of its foundationô. 
 
Past Commanding Officer of the Army Survey Regiment (1977-80) Lieutenant Colonel Bob Skitch 
reminesced on his early service at Fortuna and later as Commanding Officer. Bobôs few words are at 
the end of this account. The Story Board was then unveiled jointly by The last Commanding Officer of 
the Regiment (1994-96) Lieutenant Colonel Duncan Burns and Bob Skitch. 
 
Padre John South concluded the ceremony with a prayerful dedication of the memorial, plaque and 
Story Board reciting the Corps Prayer, a Prayer for Rememberance and a blessing. 
Gary Warnest then acknowledged the sponsorship of th Surveying and Spatial Sciences Institute 
(SSSI) and the Mapping Sciences Institute, Australia (MSIA) and the presentation of the heritage Bench 
Seats by Mr Lindsay Perry, Chair of the National Land Surveying Commission  of the SSSI and thanked 
Mr Paul Banks, the now owner of Fortuna Villa who was present at the ceremony. 
 
We then moved to the Print Room (the old ôBatteryô) for afternoon tea, the cutting of the Centennial 
Birthday Cake by Rosemary Bowman (who served as an AWAS at Fortuna during WW2) and Lithoôs 
unique contribution to the event ï the opening of the Litho Time Capsule. that had been placed by Bob 
Coote OC Litho at the time the new print room was built. Unfortunately the Port Crock had been broken 
and had spoilt some of the contents of the capsule. 
 Many of us then took the opportunity to take the walk through the lower floor of the Villa at the invitation 
of Paul Banks ï the Entrance Hall, the Music Room, reception room and down the passage way, the 
rooms we knew as the Orderley Room, óGôBranch, the Adjutantôs office. the COôs office (George 
Lansellôs Bedroom), the marble bathroom, the bath in the cedar cupboard and the 2ICôs office then out 
of the window door to the Roman Fountain. 
It was by then late afternoon and time to depart, this last look at Fortuna Villa that had been a significant 
part of many of our lives. 
 

  
The march from the óGoldmines to Fortuna 
  Departure       Arrival 



19 

 

  
The gathering at the Cairn 

 

     
The  participants ï L-R Rev John South, Bob Skitch,     The Professional Institutions bench seat 
Duncan Burns, Mr Lindsay Perry, Mr Paul Banks   at the cairn 
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The 100th Anniversary Plaque 

 

        
 Bob ï speach making    Bob & Simon and the new plaque 


