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| END OF YEAR EDITION — No 43 NOVEMBER 2010 |
CALENDAR 2011 (outline)
25 April (Monday) — March with your mates on Anzac Day and attend the post-march snacks provided
by the Association and conviviality at the Alderley Arms hotel.
30 June (Thursday) Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner at the United Service Club.
3 Sept (Saturday) Annual Reunion and AGM at the Alderley Arms Hotel.
November (TBA) Mapmaker’s Dinner and Derek Chambers Award presentation.
Other functions may be advised later, e.g. BBQ sometime. Any volunteers?
COMMITTEE
Patron Lieutenant Colonel EU  Anderson MBE Ph 3408 9179
EXECUTIVE
President Alex Cairney (Ph 3397 7583) email: alex.cairney@hotmail.com
Immediate Past Peter Bates- (Ph 3289 7001) email: petenbarb@dovenetg.net.au
President Brownsword (Mob 040 789 7001)
Secretary Barry Lutwyche, OAM  (Ph 3264 2191) email: rasvy qld@yahoo.com.au
sec.gld@rasurvey.org
Treasurer Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786) email: rdsmithwick@ozemail.com.au
COMMITTEE
Bulletin Editor & Bob Skitch (Ph 3350 1550 Brisbane) email: bob@skitch.me
Historian (‘or 5438 0550 Caloundra)
North Coast rep  Kym Weston Ph 5445 6927) email: kym@westonsweb.com
&web site mgr (mob 042 737 7226)
North Qld Dennis Gregor (Ph mob 041 275 6196) email: dgregor@easynet.net.au
representative
1 TOPO SVY
SON
Squadron OC Major Troy Francis
Squadron SSM WOL1 Stephen Hill, (Ph 3332 7564) (mob 043 email:stephen.hilll @defence.gov.au
CSM 817 5977)

Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell

The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (Queensland) acknowledges the generous sponsorship and support
of RPS Group.
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OUR HISTORY PROJECT - WHAT DID WE DO, 1946 — 19967

Our ‘What Did We Do’ project is very much open for further contributions. | undertook a stock take of all
recent contributions and updated our website. Have a look and see if you can fill a few of the gaps.
Email your contribution direct to Bob Skitch bob@skitch.me or enter your data on our website —

www.rasurvey.org . Two recent contributions from Darren Dumble (RAEME) and John Leworthy are

detailed in the Personalia section.

NOTICES

LAST FRIDAYS
‘Last Fridays’ have come to an end as a result
of lack of interest.

ASSOCIATION BADGE

Association badges are still available from the
Queensland Association. Place your orders with
Barry Lutwyche and we will try to satisfy them.

BERETS - BERETS — BERETS

Our stocks of our ever popular beret are now
nearly depleted. However, stocks are held at
Christie’s in Sydney. Be distinctive in the RA
Survey Association headdress. Contact Alex
Cairney emalil alex.cairney@hotmail.com
Note: Christies can be contacted as follows:

Unit 4D; 1-7 Unwin Bridge Rd, St Peters, NSW 2044.
Phone 02 9519 0784

ASSOCIATION TIE or SCARF

Cost is $ 25.00 plus postage. Place your order
with the Queensland Association. Phone or
email Barry Lutwyche.

VIETNAM - A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob
McMillan-Kay.

Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay
at a cost of $36.00 including postage. We
commend this highly successful book of Bob’s
Vietnam experience. Bob’s address is 14 March
Lane, Maryborough, Qld, 4650.

RA SURVEY ASSOCIATION PLAQUE

An Association Plaque that incorporates the
three overlapping badges, the theodolite badge
of pre-WW?2, the wartime colour patch and the
post WW2 RA Svy badge is available from the
Queensland Association. The cost of the plaque
is $50.00 plus postage. Place orders with our
Secretary, Barry Lutwyche.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
PLAQUE: The Ex-Fortuna Association has
purchased some of the original RA Svy plaques.
These are available from Ex-Fortuna Secretary
Tracey Phillips, 03 5449 6330 (AH); email
phipsys@tpg.com.au. Price on application.

THE 1 TOPO CHALLENGE COIN

The coins are for sale to members for $10 00 each.
Orders are to be placed via email to CPL Amanda
Iglesias in the 1 Topo orderly room. Email:
amanda.iglesias@defence.gov.au.

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA

Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552)
at $60.00 plus postage of $11.50 which includes
cost of a padded postal bag.

| ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2010 - 2011 |

In the words of Devey — Don’t go to sleep on
your membership! Keep in touch with your
Survey Corps mates by being a paid-up
member of your Association. We have noted
a fall-off of paid-up members and perhaps that
is because our Bulletins are freely available to
all on our website. But we do need your
subscription if only because it is the paid up
members who represent the true strength of the
Association and with that can enjoy the
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privileges of our subsidized functions. Most of
our functions are now to some extent
subsidized from our sponsorship account and
while we will never turn away a past member of
the Survey Corps it is very appropriate that
those Queensland based past RA Survey
persons in attending subsidized functions meet
their paid-up obligation. Furthermore there are
cash costs involved in running the Association —
postage, PO box rental, website hosting, bank
charges, printing and stationery, ANZAC Day
wreath, occasional donations (Red Cross etc)
and presentations and awards with associated
engraving.

Our financial year runs from September to
September. Subscription is but $15.00 per year.
We encourage you to pay three years in
advance (or more if you wish). Subscription is
waived for veterans aged 75 years and over
who have been standing paid-up members of
our Association. Pay-up time was at the AGM 4
Sept 10 but it is not too late now.

COLONEL ALEX LAING MEMORIAL DINNER
—2010....Bob Skitch

Our numbers were down but the occasion was
no less enjoyable. From the 47 attendees in
2009 our numbers dropped to 16 this year and
we fitted very comfortably into the Royal Room,
on a square table format, four a side. Our dinner
was preceded by half an hour at the Club’s
Military Bar with a selection of beverages —
beer, wine, champagne or whatever took the
fancy. The dinner followed the usual format
along the lines of a mess dinner. Alex Cairney
our Vice President said Grace and President
Peter Bates-Brownsword welcomed members
and read the apologies. The courses were
served in a leisurely manner and the delightful
stewardesses kept our glasses topped with
Club red or white wine or beer for those who
preferred the amber liquid. Finally the table was
cleared and the port passed. lan Hutchings
called the Loyal Toast and Bob Skitch the toast
to honour the memory of the late Colonel in
Chief of the Royal Australian Survey Corps,
Diana, the Princess of Wales. Alex Cairney
followed with the toast to the Royal Australian
Survey Corps Association which was responded
to by Peter Bates-Brownsword who spoke of the
uniqgueness of the Corps against the
background of his time with the Survey Section

of Royal Engineers in the United Kingdom — a
Corps within a Corps. He recalled that two
portraits were above the bar of the School of
Military Survey officer's mess, one of a Captain
Gordon (later of Khartoum fame), a captain
instructor at the School and the other a Captain
Kitchener (later of the Sudan and Boer War
fame). Peter then proposed the toast to the
ladies and this was responded to by Faye
Weston.

Our guest Mr Andrew Thurston (accompanied
by his wife Christine) representing our sponsor
organisation RPS addressed the dinner on the
firm’s transition from the State firm of ‘Pioneer
Surveys’ to the national ‘Conics P/L’ to the now
international ‘RPS’ and his own early days of
surveying graduating from the then QIT ‘brick’
degree course then in the field with his wife
Christine his assistant operating a heliograph
and at the other end of a chain. He spoke of the
huge change that has occurred in surveying
technology from the chain and theodolite to
positional satellite imagery, self recording and
reducing ‘total stations’ with GPS. Andrew came
across as a ‘down to earth’ surveyor to whom
we could all relate.

The evening finished very lightly with lots of
cross-table conversation and exchanges,
laughter and for those who chose, a ‘cleansing
ale’ or two. In a word...a great night.

Roll Call

Peter Bates-Brownsword
Barbara Bates-Brownsword
Bob Skitch

Wendy Skitch

Alex Cairney

Barry Lutwyche

Bob Lutwyche

Ross Smithwick

Darelle Smithwick

lan Hutchings

Jan Hutchings

David O’'Shannessy
Kym Weston

Faye Weston

Andrew Thurston
Christine Wells-Thurston



REUNION AND AGM - KILCOY 4 SEP
2010

It was the 70" Anniversary of the
commencement of training of the survey militia
soldiers at Kilcoy that were to form the nucleus
of the 1% Field Survey Company, later to be
redesignated the 5" Field Survey Company. To
mark this occasion it was decided to hold our
traditional September AGM and Annual
Reunion at the Kilcoy RSL. A strong bond has
existed between Survey and the Kilcoy RSL for
several years with the installation of the plaque
at the Kilcoy memorial in 2007 commemorating
the raising of 15" Company and its
subsequent record of service as well as the
annual attendance of a contingent of the 1%
Topographical Survey Squadron on Anzac Day
for Cenotaph duties.

37 Association members and wives descended
on Kilcoy, some staying on overnight at the
Kilcoy Hotel or at the town’s two motels and
others (with a designated driver) returning to
their home in the afternoon. We assembled on
the roadside at the Kilcoy Cenotaph with our
own survey plague attractively set on a
sandstone plinth to one side of the main
memorial for a short remembrance ceremony
during which Bob Skitch called for a minute’s
silence to reflect on the recent deaths on
Australian soldiers in Afghanistan and then read
a short history of the 5" Field Survey Company.
Of particular significance was the presence of
three original members of the 5" Stuart
Parkinson with his wife Harley, Artie McClure
and Ann Mclnnes and Neville Fisher with his
wife Nada. All three are now past 90 years of
age and certainly rose to the occasion for the
event. The SSM of 1Topo, WO1 Stephen Hill
also attended.

Trooping into the bar lobby of the RSL there
was lots of camaraderie and the usual
recounting of past survey experiences helped
by a pre-paid flow of beers and other
beverages. Our three WW2 stalwarts were the
centre of attention all holding their age
remarkably well. The volunteer staff of the RSL
and a few of the Club’s hierarchy were attentive
and supportive, expressing their pleasure at
having this continuing relationship with both our
Association and 1 Topo Survey Squadron. At
1.00pm we moved into the dining room to the
well dressed tables. Vice president Alex Cairney
called on Peter Cross to say Grace, read the
apologies and then dinner was served, a roast
followed by a very nice desert. Bottles of good
guality wine were on the table (pre-purchased
by the Association). Greg Knight donated
another of his incredible machines, a 250GB
HDMI Multi Media Concentration System which
apparently has loaded on it 1000 movies to be
raffled. Tickets sold well and it was won by
Ross Smithwick who immediately donated it
back for auctioning. Bidding was intense and it
finally went for $100.00, raising in all some
$210.00 for the Association.

After the dinner the formalities of the AGM were
commenced by Vice President Alex, giving a
short report on the Association’s activities over
the past twelve months. Alex read the list of the
departed comrades and then invited Bob Skitch
to provide an update of the PNG plaque project.
Bob outlined the history of the Association’s
plague placing programme, including those
undertaken in other States and advised that
after five years of negotiation with the PNG
authorities the plaque honouring the units that
served in the New Guinea theatre during WW?2
would be placed and dedicated in the Koki
Memorial Park on the 11™ November this year.
Bob commented that it was Stan Campbell at a
committee meeting at Alex Cairney’s home
soon after the demise of the Corps in 1996 who
suggested that it might be appropriate to
commemorate the Corps’ achievements by the
installation of commemorative plaques in
appropriate places such that they might remain
as a permanent public record.

Warrant Officer Steve Hill was then invited to
say a few words on the activities of 1Topo.
Steve commenced by saying that he wasone of
the last remaining RA Svy member within |



Topo, now of course RAE, that traditional
mapping as we all knew it had been well and
truly superseded by digital imagery and satellite
positioning, that their products were now
directed to the battle field commander.
Expansion of some of the Squadron’s activities
was going to require an extension to their
squadron accommodation. Steve’s report was
received by the meeting with acclamation.

Alex then called on our three WW2 veterans
and presented each with a copy of the Corps
history by Chris Coulthard-Clarke (Australia’s
Military Mapmakers) and the tri-badged
Association plaque bearing their name and unit
of discharge (5 Coy). Stewart, Artie and Neville
each expressed their surprise and pleasure at
being so honoured.

The treasurer’s report was presented and our
sponsor, the RPS Group was acknowledged for
their generous support. It was then time to
declare all executive positions vacant for the
election of a new committee. Kym Weston was
invited to take the chair. Kym invited all existing
members of the executive to re-nominate and
with the exception of Peter Bates-Brownsword
(who was absent) they all re-nominated and
were appointed on a show of hands. Alex
Cairney was then nominated from the floor to
the office of President and was appointed on a
show of hands.

This brought the AGM to a close and diners
retired to the lobby bar for a few more stubbies
of ale before departing for their homes (each
with a designated driver of course) other than
those staying on in Kilcoy overnight, with
everyone agreeing that it had been a great
occasion.....Bob Skitch
Roll Call

Dave Anderson

Sarah Anderson

Greg Anderson

John "Jim" Beard

Sandra Beard

Artie McClure (5 Coy)
Anne Mclnnes

Hank Opdam

Dave O'Shannessy
Julie O'Shannessy

Dave Bush Stuart Parkinson (5 Coy)
Alex Cairney Harley Parkinson

Stan Campbell Bob Skitch

Helen Campbell Ross Smithwick

Peter Cross Kym Weston

Neville Fisher (5 Fd Svy Faye Weston

Coy) WO1 Stephen Hill (SSM
Nada Fisher 1 Topo Svy Sgn)

lan Fitzgerald John Robinson (RSL
Alan Kavanagh President)

Diana Kavanagh Kevin Kuhn (RSL Patron)

Greg Knight Grant Small
Barry Lutwyche Ian Small
Beryl Robinson
Apologies
John Ashby John Hook
Peter Bates- John Hunter
Brownsword lan Hutchings
Bill Boyd Brian Partridge
Brian Cosford Peter "Jose" Rodriguez
Tony Gee lan "Rock" Thiselton
Colin "Harry" Doug "Butch”
Hargreaves Winterflood

Wendy Skitch

Stuart Parkinson’s son (Stuart Jnr) emailed
Ross Smithwick with...

Thanks - Father and Mother had a great day.
Called in to see me on their way home to show
me his plague and book. Well done.

Cheers Stuart Jr Parkinson.

THE BENDIGO BASH - 95" RASVY
Anniversary Celebration

Our Queensland
Association was well
represented at the
celebration of the 95"
Anniversary of the
formation of the Royal
ol Australian Survey
Corps. Why celebrate
the 95" Anniversary?
The Fortuna Committee felt that with our
numbers declining, best have it now rather than
wait another five years. But of course there will
be a 100" won't there!

B,
95

The 95" was a very happy occasion and in my
estimation the best so far. It was cold — on my
draughty commuter bus trip from Tullamarine to
Bendigo on Friday we drove through a hail
storm; well, not exactly a storm, | think it was
more frozen rain. Our Queensland mob was
well represented by sixteen Queensland
Association members and four spouses. (see
pages 22 &23) | should of course include Bill
Boyd who belongs to us as an Association
member but lives at Gosford in Mexico land.

| stayed at the Haymarket Motel next to the
Brian Baru — remember the ‘Brian Boru’, one of
Bendigo’s famous pubs, now carrying an Irish
flag and serving Guinness on tap? With a name
like ‘Brian Boru’ what would you expect? | can




recommend the Haymarket — comfortable,
clean, conveniently located and not too
expensive. It is more or less opposite the old
YMCA - memories there with Friday night
dances and Desi Duigud compering. For many
of us Bendigo is full of memories. Friday night
was at the Havilah Street RSL — very informal
and well attended — meeting up with many old
friends from years past, Max and Anne Love
and Blue Warwick from Tassy, Bob Williams (Dr
Bob), Dawn Laing down from Canberra with
Annette Sadler (Peter passed away some years
ago), Yvonne Cocker from WA, Bob Bruce also
from the West, Darby Munro from SA, Tommy
Royle from Mount Macedon, Stan Vote, Don
and Glenys Swiney, John and Tracey Phillips
(organisers extraordinaire), Bronnette Minelli
(no longer in North QIld) and many others from
the Bendigo area including of course ‘Mine
Host” Gary Warnest. Many of us stayed on for
an excellent Bistro meal.

Saturday was a slow start for most. The
morning greeted with clear blue skies but a chill
breeze. At about 10am | wandered up town,
spent an hour at the Bendigo Art Gallery and
the McCubbin exhibition (not impressed — sorry
Max) and then across the road to the Rifle
Brigade and who was at the bar waiting for
whomever might turn up? — Darby Munro. There
followed another pleasant couple of hours
recounting times past, our common friendships
and Corps colleagues. Mid afternoon (it was
now overcast and cold cold) back to the
Haymarket, a re-vitalising snooze and brush up
for the big event at the All Seasons.

It was a big event, again lots of camaraderie
and lots of former colleagues — Corps mates —
to meet. A good meal and no loud music. Gary
made a speech of welcome, announced that the
Ex-Fortuna Website now up and running — has
all the more recent Magna Cartos on it — and so
the night progressed. | think | left about
midnight, conveyed back to my motel by Bill
Boyd and the Loves. Sunday morning, Bill
called surprisingly early to take me to ‘Breakfast
on the Boardwalk’ (cafe on Lake Weeroona) —
not too many there — was | surprised? Then a
walk around the lake and on to the Tyson’s
Reef Hotel for a BBQ lunch. | think just about
everyone was present and again many catch-up
conversations and reminiscences. The warm
log fires were a great attraction and it must have

been 6 pm when | finally left — Gary Warnest
offering personal farewells as one by one we
drifted off. For me an evening of dozing in front
of TV in my motel room and then on Monday
bus back to Tulla and Qantas to Brisbane.

What a great weekend!.....Bob Skitch

2010 MILITARY MAPMAKERS DINNER

The 10™ Military Mapmakers Dinner was
organised and conducted by the 1%
Topographical Survey Squadron at the

Gaythorne RSL on Friday 19" November. It was
perhaps the most enjoyable such occasion |
have attended during the life of this activity.
Reception took place at the Sports Bar where
we Association members were welcomed by
Squadron OC Major Troy Francis. It was a non-
uniform occasion with campaign medals worn
and it was surprising to see the array of medals
worn by many of the younger soldiers of the
squadron, nearly all of whom were smartly
dressed in well tailored lounge suits. (I was
moved to ask one young fellow whether such
suits were an Army issue these days). Our
President Alex Cairney was met by his escort
officer Lieutenant Harley Fletcher whose
company Alex clearly enjoyed throughout the
reception and dinner. Platters of delicious
savouries were strategically placed around the
room and the challenge became not to
consume so many that the edge might be taken
from one’s appetite for the excellent meal to
follow. At 1930h we trooped in to the dining
room and our place at the table in accordance
with the displayed seating plan. The walls of
both the Sports Bar and the dining room were
adorned with large photo prints of personnel
performing a variety of survey activities from
plane tabling to first order triangulation,
tellurometer distance measurement ...... with
many recognisable faces, Dave King, Peter
Clarke (from Vietnam 1967), Jim Stedman, Jim
(Father) Booton, Tony Slattery and many others
from early WW2 to the 1980s. Place mats and
menus attested to the photo reproduction skills
of 1 Topo, featuring the badges of the Survey
Corps from pre-WW2 to 1Topo’s own
Squadron badge with the badge of the Royal
Australian Engineers against a dark blue
background. Lance Corporal Wolinsky was
called upon to say Grace and this was followed
by a brief welcome speech from Major Francis.
Then followed the entertainment from the



sixteen strong male comedy choir ‘Men Wot
Sing’. And great entertainment it was too. The
‘men’ came to the stage initially in ‘Wiggles’ tee
shirts’ and progressed through Flannos to ‘Men
at Work’ navy blue singlets (all with jeans of
course). Their comedy harmonising was
outstanding.

Major Francis read the list of Australian soldiers
who had paid the supreme sacrifice in the
Afghanistan conflict and a minutes silence was
observed.

Sergeant Tony Slattery demonstrates a 5 mch 1% order
Tavistock — circa 1959

And now.....

| Topo sldler W|th a Lelca Total Station in
Afghanastan - 2009

The Derek Chambers Award presentation
followed and this year the award went to
Sergeant Craig Batchelor, Royal Australian
Corps of Transport, the Squadron’s transport
NCO. Craig was ‘Mr Personality’ himself and in
his twelve months with 1 Topo has been a great
motivator and initiator of many non-regimental
activities. Bob Skitch made the presentation and
commented on the extent to which non-survey
personnel from all corps of the Army had
contributed to survey operations in the past. He
gave a brief run-down of Derek chambers own
career in Survey and why our Association to so
honour his all-too-short life. Craig is transferring
to 8/9 RAR in anticipation of a further tour of
Afghanistan. The award this year (to a ‘trucky’)
consisted of a very attractive book on military
vehicles published by the Australian War
Memorial and an Association Plaque suitably
inscribed — all arranged by President Alex
Cairney.

Sergeant Craig Batchelor RACT

Following this the traditional toasts were given —
the Loyal Toast; to the Australian Army, RAE,
RA Svy and our partners.

The very enjoyable evening finished with much
convivial milling around and a drink or two or
three.

Association attendance

Attendance by Association members at this well
organised and enjoyable function was
disappointingly low. In the introduction to the
1Topo Administrative Instruction the following
statement is made...’On the 19 Nov 10, 1 Topo



Survey Sgn will host the tenth annual Military
Mapmakers’ Dinner. This will provide an
opportunity for serving and retired members to
revive old friendships, discuss ‘what was and
what is’ and keep alive the heritage of military
map making.’

1 Topo put a lot of effort into the Military
Mapmakers’ Dinner and if we can’t give better
support to this very worthwhile activity the 10"
may well be the last.

Roll Call

Jim and Sandra Beard
Alex Cairney

lan Hutchings

Greg Knight

Penny Knott (serving member of 1 Topo Svy Sqgn)
Barry Lutwyche

Col Moorhead

Brian Partridge

Grant Small

Bob Skitch

THE PNG PLAQUE....... Bob Skitch

It was with regret that | sent this email to all State
Associations that have supported our PNG Plaque
project.

‘So near yet so far: There is always another
hoop to jump through and the SNAFU principle
applies. Perhaps this is especially true in PNG. |
am advised that our plaque is certainly in PNG
with the courier post service but it can only be
picked up by the person to whom it is sent. That
person is Masang Bangindo of A.L. Surveys
(and also the President of the PNG Surveyors
Association) who is presently on a major
pipeline project out in the jungle somewhere.
Masang is a great bloke and has been very
supportive. The next problem is the survey plan
of where the plaque will be located within the
Koki Remembrance Park. The survey has been
done but just where the plan is is a mystery.
Although verbal approval has been received
from the NCDC the plan has to be sighted and
stamped. Joe Filippi is the RSL President and
he is very supportive also. Joe has been given
the running on the project by the NCPD — he is
the ‘construction authority’. | phoned Joe this
morning and we discussed the problem and
finally decided to forget the target date of 11
November and claim a little more breathing
space and target instead the 23™ July 2011
which is Remembrance Day Papua New

Guinea. So.....all systems are set for ‘go’ on that
date.’

FORTUNA MAY LIVE ON YET

Bendigo Advertiser (thursday 1
July 2010)

STATE KEEN TO BUY FORTUNA -Villa
set for new start — Clare Quirk

BENDIGO’S historic Fortuna Villa has been
thrown a lifeline with the state government
looking to buy the landmark.

The Bendigo Advertiser understands an
expression of interest in acquiring the property
has been lodged by the state government.
Premier John Brumby is keen to explore options
for a use for Fortuna that re-establishes its
stature in the Bendigo community.

Late yesterday a spokesperson for Mr Brumby
said the government understood the importance
of the Fortuna site to the Bendigo community. “It
is a site with significant heritage value” the
spokesperson said. “However, it is a complex
site with significant challenges. We now need to
work through these matters with the
commonwealth government  and local
government to progress consideration of its
future use.”

The Bendigo Advertiser also understands that
the Abbotsford convent is the kind of model
development being explored for Fortuna. The
deadline for a submission to the federal
government was yesterday.

Although the state government has put in an
expression of interest, the condition of the
Fortuna site is such that it still requires
remediation by the commonwealth. In January
the Bendigo Advertiser reported that Mr Brumby
had shown interest in Fortuna and wanted it
resolved to enable the historic site to be
preserved for the community. Mr Brumby is
believed to have inspected the site during his
recent visit to the region.

Fortuna Villa action group president Merle Hall
said the lodgement of an expression of interest
by the state government was fantastic news for
the community. “We hope that talks can
continue between all three levels of government
and an enterprise can be developed’ she said.
City of Greater Bendigo mayor, Rod Campbell

was unavailable yesterday.
Front page article transcribed from the Bendigo
Advertiser.....Ed.



TALES OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN
SURVEY CORPS....Bob Skitch

For some time now | have been compiling a
compendium of tales told by many past
members and published in the various State
Association newsletters and bulletins. There are
many, fifty or more that | have, and they all
reflect further light of the camaraderie and the
rare and varied experiences of those who
served. In effect they are an adjunct to our more
formal history. Of course as many as | have
there are surely twice that number out there
somewhere, probably told and published in
earlier journals or perhaps simply remembered.
| have divided those | have into sections or
chapters; World War 2, 1946-1970, Vietnam
and 1970 to 1996. Many of these and especially
those concerning the WW2 period are scanned
into ‘Word’ from rather ragged copy requiring a
good deal of editing so it is a somewhat
laborious process, but worthwhile | like to think.
Perhaps they are the ‘Annals’ of the survey
Corps.

And what to do with them eventually? My
intention is to put them onto our website
www.rasurvey.org in the history section,
hopefully sometime in 2011. Of course, the
flexibility of the media allows more tales to be
added from time to time but what | have so far is
a good start.

‘ A REMARKABLE BOOK....... Bob Skitch

Peter Bates-Brownsword gave me a book to
read that he had picked up from some books
being culled from the Gaythorne RSL library.
The name of the book is ‘Triangulation’ and the
author is Phil Whitaker. It is published by
Phoenix House, London. It is a novel; one might
call it a love story but not of the turgid variety.
Why ‘Triangulation’ you may well ask. The
setting of the story is the British Directorate of
Overseas Surveys from 1957 soon after it had
dropped the word ‘Colonial’ from its title in
favour of ‘Overseas’ and when it was headed by
that British doyen of surveyors Brigadier Martin
Hotine, to 1997 when it was assimilated into the
British Ordnance Survey,. It concerns an officer
of the Directorate, a Civil Servant of the British
tradition who rises through the ranks of the
Directorate from a junior in the map library to
research assistant to Brigadier Hotine then to a

very senior level before retirement having
moved from the Directorate’s original location at
Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey to Southampton with
Ordnance Survey. His name is John Hopkins
and he is not in any sense a colourful character,
far from it. Hopkins has never travelled abroad,
in fact has never travelled within Britain, at least
not in the normal sense of ‘travel. He has
travelled the world over through maps. In his
early years with the Directorate Hopkins falls in
love with a young lady in a most
undemonstrative way — a sort of distant arms
length romance that leads nowhere. She finally
‘elopes’ with a more colourful character, a
surveyor would you believe who undertakes
geodetic surveys, triangulation and tellurometer
traversing in an un-named African colonial
country as that country is lurching towards
independence. The young lady, first training as
a cartographer moves into photogrammetry
which fascinates her. If the author’s descriptions
of cartography, projections and
photogrammetric equipment of the 1950s are a
little inadequate, such is not the case with his
descriptions of geodetic survey in the un-named
African country.

Finally in retirement and living the life of a very
retiring bachelor (in fact actually a divorcee)
Hopkins decides to visit his erstwhile girl friend
who has lived for many years as a widow in a
tiny village called Dunsop Bridge near Clitheroe,
Lancashire which happens to be the
geographical centre of Great Britain and
associated islands. Hopkins makes what is for
him an epic journey from Southampton to
Dunsop Bridge travelling by British Rail during
which he reviews his life of work through a file
of papers he has taken with him.

Does it sound exciting? It isn’t, but it is
fascinating — | couldn’t put it down.

PS: Brigadier Martin Hotine was an early
pioneer of photogrammetry. The School of
Military Survey had his text book on the subject.

’ A PLAQUE FOR BALCOMBE

Don Swiney reports: Another meeting was
held at the Mornington Shire Offices on the 25
October to further the proposal to have some of
memorial to the various units that were once
located at Balcombe.


http://www.rasurvey.org/

Minutes were taken at this meeting but are not
available at the time of writing so see this as an
interim report produced for the impending
Annual General Meeting of the Ex Fortuna
Survey Association. The actual minutes will
follow.

The meeting was attended by two members of
the Ex Apprentices Association, the RASIgs
Association, The AABC Association and a
single representative from the combined RASvy
Associations together with two members of the
staff of the Shire of Mornington and a member
of the Mornington Peninsula  History
Association.

The following matters were discussed:

The shire supported by the History Association,
are in favour of a series of interpretive panel
each representing the unit organisations that
wish to be involved. That certainly includes the
School of Military Survey, The Army
Apprentices School, The School of Signals and
the School of Music, There could well be more
as various organizations become aware of their
association with Balcombe Camp and may well
want to contribute. The interpretive boards
measure about 1m across and 2m high. On the
board will be material of our choice reproduced
in that 'sepia’ form on metal that is widely used.
We can anticipate that the boards will have to
conform with the Mornington Shire standard and
that what ever we produce will have to be
similar to other schools. | have attached a photo
of an existing board that are common around
the peninsula that we could well use as a
pattern. The content will able to be both text and
photos or diagrams. (I am hoping that we can
get hold of some old photos, maybe a
background of the old Mt Martha Special and
the trig diagram of the Dromana Valley.)The
Shire have access to and use a contractor to
produce all their boards and they are fairly
resistant to interference.

Concern was raised about the longevity of such
boards and how susceptible they may be to
vandalism and some representatives had a
preference to bronze plaques as the original
proposal. A plague had been placed on a plinth
commemorating the last graduation parade of
the Army Apprentices School. It
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had been ripped off and damaged but (to their
credit) the plaque was recovered, repaired and
replaced by the Mornington Shire. There was a
view that we have both the plaques and the
interpretive boards. The matter of cost was
raised. It seems:The Interpretive Panel will cost
about $2000 to $3000 plus installation
costs.The bronze plaque will cost about $1200
plus an increased installation cost. (We would
need some sort of plinth.)

It was agreed the The Mornington Shire would
produce a plan for the development of the site
to include the boards (and maybe the
plagues).The representatives are to canvass
the various organizations to ensure that funds
would become available.

Another meeting will be organized.

Don has emailed some  photos.
Unfortunately |1 have not been able to copy
them into this Bulletin, however, a photo of
the gate to Balcombe was included in an
earlier report.(Bull 41 March 2010)

Don Swiney

Bob Skitch wrote:

Dear Don; Wow - and I thought I was
having trouble with the PNG Plaque! I
like the idea of the cast bronze plaque
on a plinth somewhere if it cannot be on
the main gate - Maybe supplemented by
the interpretive board. I have seen a
few of the latter and they seem to
deteriorate fairly quickly and are often
scrawled upon by graffiti-ists. The cast
bronze plaque is as impervious to misuse
as anything can be. Best of luck -
keep trying. My PNG project is now in
its 5th year of negotiation and is now
scheduled for PNG Remembrance Day, 23
July 2011. Regards...Bob

Don replied...

It is getting tiresome. It is being
driven by the Ex Apprentices Association
as they claim and rightly that they have
the biggest stake. The trouble is that
their head representative who came up
with the idea is not well and couldn't
run a meeting in a fit. What they don't



seem to understand that the Shire own
the site and they will have the final
say. They spend much of their time
trying to second guess General Gillespie
as being the King of Ex Apprentices. I
made the point at the last meeting that
if he fronts with some money, he can
have some influence over what will
happen; if not it is up to us with the

Shire. (not well received by the Ex
Appy set).
I will persevere..... Don S

A NOSTALGIC TRIP back to 1964

Ed: Noel and Lynda Sproles undertook an
interesting trip through Queensind in 2009, as far as
Cooktown. For Noel it was a somewhat nostalgic
experience on the way back visiting old survey
stations established on the 1964 Bourke -
Charleville 1st Order Tellurometer Traverse. Some
weeks before Noel had asked me whether it would
be possible to obtain coordinate values of some of
those stations. | passed on his request to lan
Hutchings (past RA Svy — NS and Dept of Natural
Resources etc public servant) lan supplied not only
coordinate values but complete and original Station
Summaries. Noel put them to good use as described
below:

Attached are (piccies) of some of the ground
marks that | found from the Charleville to
Bourke traverse of 1964.

| was able to find two ground marks namely
E352 and E354. In each case, it was the
witness post that | found first. | could not find
the mark or witness post for E353 although my
GPS indicated that | was on station. |
developed some familiarity with the GPS as |
went on and perhaps | might have more
success if | ever go back there. However, the
area was devoid of stones which we used to
build an annulus around the mark and no large
trees, just bushes. Maybe the land had been
‘pulled” since 1964 and everything either
covered up or removed? | had to dig for the
ground marks as loose soil had drifted over
them either from flood water or winds.

| got 2/3 of the way into the terminal station at
Mt Oxley east of Bourke but the track | was
following was getting too hazardous due to
recent rain and | did not want to get stranded on
my pat malone out there so turned back within a
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km of the hill. Similarly for E351 on the border.
There was a clear track from the highway to the
isolated knoll where the mark was but in
between was literally a mini-sea of water so |
had to give that a miss too. Frustrating.

| had intended to go to Tibooburra and visit
Cameron’s Corner but the road from Broken Hill
was closed so that put paid to that. | later
spoke to someone who did do it about the same
time but they were held up for four days not
being able to get out. So | am glad that | did not
push my luck.

It was good to visit places where | had such a
good time, including professionally, so long
ago. As | said in one of the movies,(Noel sent a
couple of video clips) Jim Stedman would have
been pleased that his witness posts were still
standing silent guard. | can imagine his look
that would say it all, ‘Did you even doubt it?’

I reckon that it would have been easier to find
the stations with GPS if the coords of the
witness posts were included in the summaries
but that is not our problem now is it.

did

PS Grant Small, Charlie Kovacs and |

LaPlace on that traverse — four stations |
think..Ed

| wonder what Lynda was doing while husband Noel
was scratching around in the dirt at the side of the
road. Maybe she took a good book to read....Bob

el’s GPS

o

E 35 ground mark with No



E 34 Witness Post

PERSONALIA and other jottings

John Cattell leads an incredibly busy life on his
Riverlea Waters estate at Nerang. | doubt
whether that would be a surprise to anyone who
knows John. Last year John and Sally took a
Mediterranean cruise on the Cunard liner
Queen Victoria joining the ship at Civitavecchi
(Port of Rome) and calling at all those beautiful
cities fringing the Mediterranean. Between trips
John undertakes work projects on the estate
like building a water feature at its entrance and
cleaning up and re-vegetating three kilometres
of Nerang River frontage. Sally is no less
involved doing hospital chaplaincy work and
writing. Writing? Yes, Sally published a work of
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fiction, a novel called ‘Stained Glass Windows’
in UK last year. John attended a reunion of his
OCS year in Adelaide last April, organised by
Noel Sproles. They had both attended OCS
together in 1959.

Stan Campbell and Helen are forever looking
for another travel challenge — by ship! Perhaps
Stan is trying to relive that other enjoyable sea
voyage he undertook in 1966 on the HMAS
Sydney. Inspired by Bob and Wendy Skitch’s
Danube/Rhine cruise of last year in July Stan
and Helen took note of a great offer by APT and
flew into Prague (Czech Republic) with a bus
trip to Nuremberg to cruise the Danube,
downstream to Budapest then on to Bucharest
(Romania). The river cruise did not go quite
according to plan — there was an over
abundance of water in the old Danube and their
vessel could not pass under some of the
bridges. At Regensburg they had to leave the
ship and travel by road to Vienna, then to
Budapest by road and back to Bratislava to join
the ship that took them back on to Budapest
again. But no good; the ship could not proceed
south to Bucharest so APT flew all passengers
from Budapest to Bucharest with the promise of
a free cruise passage at some later date. After a
couple of days in Bucharest (Romania) Stan
and Helen took a flight to Istanbul and then to
Gallipoli — a very emotional experience.

But that wasn’t enough. In August Stan and
Helen flew to Perth to take a sea cruise to
Phuket (Thailand) then to Langkawi (Malaysia),
then Penang and Kuala Lumpur and on to
Singapore and finally back to Perth. Seventeen
days of luxurious living. With nothing much to
do but eat and drink Stan said his waist line has
suffered.

Greg Towne: | had a chance telephone
conversation with Greg Towne recently —
remember Greg Towne? He served at the
Regiment from 1970 to 1977. | seem to
remember him at the Det when | was at the
school. | happened to call into a ‘scrap-booking’
shop at Chermside when visiting the post office
a few doors away and talked for a while with the
proprietor, a delightful lady, Dianne, who is
Greg’s sister. It is amazing how in chance
conversation one thing leads to another and
before long you find there is a connection.
Dianne immediately phoned Greg on his mobile



and caught him walking his dog in that beautiful
outlying suburb of Brisbane, Samford Valley
where he lives. We chatted for a few minutes
during which he told me that he had discovered
our website and had perused many of the
Bulletins and Newsletters. Greg has been a
company rep and since leaving the Army he has
travelled extensively overseas in his work. |
posted to him a couple of our Queensland
Bulletins as encouragement to join our
Association. Perhaps he will.

A Gunbarrel Bash — at least that is what Barry
Lutwyche called it. Following the 95"
anniversary celebration in Bendigo Barry and
George Timmins headed into the nether regions
of the dead centre to traverse at least part of the
Gunbarrel Highway. On the way they called into
the Johnston Geodetic Station (more or less
the Australian Geodetic Datun origin if that has
any application in this satellite and earth centred
coordinates age). The photo below says it all....

George Timmins and Barry Lutwyche at
Johnston Geodetic Station

Pat Lilley in Maryborough keeps in touch with
Stan Campbell who keeps Pat up to speed on
Corps Association matters — more or less. Pat
had a chance meeting with Bill Boyd in
Maryborough recently (14 Sept) and invited Bill
home for the evening and an overnight stay. It
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was an auspicious occasion — it was Bill's 68™
birthday. And what was Bill Boyd who lives at
Gosford doing in Maryborough? Bill had been
there for about four weeks attending to family
matters. Bill's mother and stepfather are both in
their nineties and the time had come for them to
leave their family home of many years and
move into a care facility. Stan did a quick call
around suggesting that a few of us give Bill a
ring at Pat's home and wish him a happy
birthday. Good idea — Bill received several calls
and was delighted. | had a brief chat with Pat
and he is keen to re-kindle his interest in the
Association. On leaving the army Pat worked for
a high tech, high pressure firm on a 24/7 basis,
to use the current jargon, and when he finally
pulled out he sold his laptop and dropped his
mobile phone into the rubbish bin, opting for a
quiet non-involved life. Since then he has had a
heart attack and now takes a kaleidoscopic
array of pills each morning that keep him ticking
over. | assured Pat that he is not on his own on
that one. Pat has decided to catch up with the
world again and get another computer and into
internet again. Pat has many great memories of
his time in RA Svy and would like to be in touch
with his old Corps mates again. There are a
few in the Maryborough region including
Association supporter Bob McMillan-Kay.

David M Bush has sent us a ‘Time Line’ of his
Army days.

July 1966 — Commenced Basic Training at 3TB
Singleton as a National Serviceman. Upon
completion moved ‘up the hill’ for Corps Training as |
had been ‘allocated’ to Infantry.

Dec. 1966 — Posted to D Coy 2RAR Enoggera.
Completed battle efficiency training at JTC in
preparation for units deployment to Vietnam.

April 1967 — Advised that my request for allocation to
RASVY was ‘on’, providing | signed on as a ‘Reg’
for six years.

May 1967 — Posted to School of Mil Svy to await
next draughting course.

July — Dec 1967 — Attended 28/67 Basic Draughting
course. Tony Ellis initially took the course with Bill
Boyd taking over. Others that come to mind who also
attended were — Graham Squire, Peter Aukstinaitis,
Jim McDonald, Peter Clark, Bruce Appleford, Donna
Ryan, Pat Lumsden, Trish Traegar, Val Painting,
Leon Griffiths and John Topma.

Dec. 1967 — Posted to Fortuna — Carto Sqgn.



Jan. 1968 — Married Julie (& still going)

Dec. 1968 — Posted to HQ PNG Comd, SO Svy with
Maj George Gruszka as SO and Peter Davis (Topo)
Maj Gruszka was later replaced by Maj Jim Bounds

and Peter with Dennis Duguemin

July — Sep 1970 Attended 3/70 Intermed Dtg Course
Jan — Mar 1971 Attended 3/71 Adv Dtg Course

June 1971 — Posted to Det. AHQ Svy Regt at
Bonegilla. Here | worked with Rob Bridge, Andre
Hossen, Col Harden, Bob Kay and a number of
others.

June 1972 — Posted to School as an Instructor with
Bill Boyd, Tony Stephens and Graham Squire. LtCol
Clem Sargent was CI.

Jan 1976 — Posted to AAVU Canberra — (Army
Audio Visual Unit) — this unit located in Fyshwick
was predominately ‘Army’ but also had Navy and
civilian ‘illustrators’.

Aug 1977 — Applied for and took my discharge.

An interesting account, David. Others might like to
follow suit....Ed

Bridges named after Australian battles: Noel
Sproles has sent this interesting snippet:

Some of Australia's important military battles
have been recognised as five new bridges were
named in Adelaide. All are part of the nearly-
finished Northern Expressway  though
Adelaide's northern suburbs. Hamel, Tobruk,
Kokoda, Kapyong and Long Tan will be the
names of the road bridges at Penfield, Heaslip,
Curtis, Angle Vale and Two Wells Roads.

Jock Statton from the RSL says the
organisation was consulted and felt recognising
battles rather than individuals showed respect
for all those involved.

"There'll be history plaques along the side
explaining what's the significance of these
names," he said. "We would realise that at 110
kilometres an hour that people wouldn't be able
to see it, but those on the bicycle track and
walking will be able to have a look and
understand the conflicts that have affected
Australia."

Bill Schmitt from the Veterans Advisory Council
says he is pleased there will be the information
about the battles at each location. "It's
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unfortunate the younger ones today and you
yourselves don't realise what some of these
names mean and | think they'll be resurrected
and play a great part in the future education of
our children," he said.

Is that a good idea? | am not too sure...Ed

Velcro versus Buttons

| noticed a bit in the newspaper recently that the
US Army is to stop using Velcro on soldier's
uniforms and other items of accoutrement. It is
to be back to the age of buttons. It seems that
Velcro in a desert or dusty environment
becomes gummed up with dust and will no
longer bind the hook side with the loop side.
The inventor of Velcro is a Swiss engineer,
George de Mestral who examined the way burrs
cling tenaciously to a woollen garment, for
example, socks. He saw it as a more versatile
replacement for buttons and the more
complicated and expensive zippers. So... it is
back to buttons on uniforms, at least for the US
army. The article has caused me to reflect on
the first battle dress | was issued with in 1955.
Having become exasperated with all the buttons
that had to be done up | counted them — 48!
Yep...48! ‘Battle dress’ | might have assumed
that that was what a soldier wore when he goes
into battle and envisioned him desperately
trying to do up 48 buttons before launching into
battle. Surely not, but why then was it called
battle dress?.....Bob Skitch

Ross Smithwick reports that Dennis Gregor,
our North Queensland rep and initiator of our
original sponsorship arrangement with Pioneer
Surveys has been appointed a member of the
Surveyors Board of Queensland. The Surveyors
Board is the body that regulates the surveying
industry in  Queensland, perhaps more
specifically that involved in boundary definition
(cadastral) work.

The Board now comprises:

Peter Sippel (Chair)

Glenn Campbell (Education Convenor)

John Carroll (Complaints Convenaor)

Dennis Gregor (Renewals Convenor)

Jim Liddle (Chief Examiner)

Mary McLean (Community Representative)
Russell Priebbenow (Administration & Legislation)
Darlene Skennar (Community Representative)

Dennis Gregor replaces Lloyd Laing, who has
been a Board member since July 2004. Ross



comments: | worked with the guy that Dennis
replaced way back in the late sixties before |
joined the Corps in early '69. | started a few
years before Lloyd did, but he persisted with
cadastral surveying & went on to become a
partner in DTS Group & still is according to their
website.

Darren Dumble has sent an interesting
contribution to our ‘What did we do’ history
project Darren was a member of the Svy Spt
Sect, Sydney Workshop Company
In 1989 Darren was with 5 Fd Svy Sgn on
Operation Microbe '89 of two months duration at
Pilbara in the Kimberley region. The operation
involved  field checking, supplementary
photography and control survey (Transit,
MX1502). Darren was then Craftsman Dumble
(RAEME). He remembers Sergeant Winner.
Base Locations were Pannawonica and
Broome. Darren recalls a brand new ‘Land
Rover 110 Survey Variant’ deployed for the first
time, no doubt a particular interest of Cfn
Dumble. The Operation was supported by an
AAvn Nomad. Thanks Darren...Bob

John Leworthy has submitted a further
contribution. He was with the Army Survey
Regiment in 1965 on Operation Zilon in PNG
from July to November. The main base was at
Mt Hagen with forward bases at Ambunti, Lake
Kopiago and Telefomin. Thanks John....Bob

Rabaul

Why Rabaul you may ask? Someone (I can't
remember who), sent me this photo of the very

beautiful Simpsons Harbour at Rabaul on
Blanche Bay. In the backgtound is the ever
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menacing volcano ‘Matupi’. ‘Mother’ is
somewhere to the left. The photo may have
been taken from ‘Tunnel Hill’ and of course long
before the devastating volcanic eruption of a
few years ago. The volcano that erupted was
Tavurnur on Greet Harbour behind Matupi and |
am not sure that there is not a confusion of
names there. | am told that Rabaul, covered in
grey volcanic ash is no longer the beautiful
place it used to be with much of the city
functions moved to Kokopo in the far distance
south of Blanche Bay. The entire bay area lies
within what is called by vulcanologists ‘The
Rabaul Caldera’. Rabaul was well known to
many of us in years past, especially those
veterans of Projects Xylon and Cutlass in 1954-
57 and no doubt others since then.....Bob
Skitch

PS Ken Shaw would certainly remember Rabaul
— a somewhat bombed-out Rabaul from when
as a young and very new soldier he went there
to guard Japanese POWSs in 1945.

Association Committee
Your Association Committee meets every
second month at the Alderley Arms Hotel. The
meeting is conducted on fairly formal lines.
Minutes are taken by secretary Barry Lutwyche
who also presents us with the correspondence
records, and generally keeps the meeting
running to schedule — some reminiscences are
tolerated but not too many. Treasurer Ross
Smithwick presents the financial report and
President Alex Cairney presides.
L3

The Committee hard at work — Ross Smithwick,
Barry Lutwyche, President Alex cairney and Bob
Skitch.

Of course it is nothing less than convivial and
the meeting is followed by a lunch of steak,



chips and salad or anything else one might
choose from the Alderley Arms’ extensive but
modestly priced memu.

THE NOT SO WELL

Frank Thorogood lives a quiet life these days
at Bundall on the Gold Coast. Frank suffers
from the degenerative problem of Parkinson’s
disease that greatly and increasingly restricts
his mobility. He is well looked after by Nan who
is a bundle of energy after her own remarkable
recovery from cancer a few years ago. Frank
would enjoy a phone call from any of his old
colleagues; his phone number is 07 5504 7981.

Frank has sent me a copy of his personal
account ‘Being Frank’. It is an interesting read
and by any measure Frank has led an
interesting life.

VALE

Jock Kay lost his battle with Leukemia reported
in our last Bulletin. His funeral took place at
Caboolture Memorial Gardens on Tuesday 19"
October 2010.

Ed Note: Jock’s story below was published in our
Bulletin No 3 in August 2000. With a few deletions it
stands as a fitting tribute to Jock.

On Anzac Day 2000 John (we knew him as Jock)
met up with the survey marchers and marched with
us. Jock marched with us on many subsequent
occasions and attended many of our functions.
Following that 2000 Anzac march | suggested Jock
might do a few paras for the Bulletin and here itis....

Jock’s story: Jock started work as a survey
draftsman with the Metropolitan Water
Sewerage and Drainage Board Sydney. This
was a public service position and advancement
was assured only in the event of an outbreak of
Bubonic Plague, so | secured a position with
Adastra Aerial Surveys Mascot (little knowing at
the time of the significance of this move and
later association.)

An interest in the military then led to enlistment
in the CMF. with the ‘kilted’ ‘A’ company
2RNSWR (30 Battalion) where | earned the
nickname ‘Jock’. When the Vietnam campaign
started to escalate the regular army seemed the
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next approach but parental approval could not
be obtained without a promise to continue in the
survey profession. | was able to enlist in the
Survey Corps as a corps enlistment.

After recruit training at Kapooka in 1964 | was
posted to the School of Military Survey at
Balcombe as a G.D. under the tender care of
Sam Chambers. General duties seemed to be
my fate. In 1965 | was posted to the Regiment
and more G.D's under Rocker Forest. However,
1966 saw an improvement in my employment
with a tour of PNG with the base camp on Horn
Island. Adastra Aerial Surveys provided the
aerodist aircraft, an old WW2 Hudson bomber
which used to look like some gigantic waterfowl
on take-off because the hydraulics for operating
the undercarriage were shot. The mechanic
kept it airworthy with trips to the end of the
airstrip to cut pieces off old WW2 wrecks to
repair this aeronautical wonder .

AA432 was a walk in station that | volunteered
for, much to the delight of my aerodist remote
partner Bob Tumbull. It took two days to walk in
and a week to clear before helicopter support
could resupply the station. Because of its
strategic position 42 days were spent on the
station and forward base would occasionally
organise aircraft to fly over the station so we
occupants didn't think we had been forgotten.
One cloudy day the Hudson could be heard
flying in the mist and Lionel Van Pragg asked
on the radio at what height was the station. On
replying 1,500 feet a loud expletive was heard
followed almost immediately by the roar of the
Hudson as it passed within feet of the campsite;
it had been flying at 1,200 feet. Following this
incident Major Ed Anderson our OC decided on
some R&R on Thursday Island for the troops.

Just before leaving the station | spottted a large
blue/black lizard with white spots and on telling
Bob he replied ‘You've been off the grog too
long and are developing D.T's’. Recently on a
TV show called ‘Giants’ they a tree dwelling
alligator monitor, the largest species of monitors
in New Guinea was featured, and guess what!



It was blue/black with white spots; | hope Bob
saw that show.

1967 | went to east Amhem Land under Major
Don Ridge. On this operation a record number
of aerodist lines were measured.

| was back to the Regiment in 1968 working in
the Stereotope section mapping New Guinea, a
never-ending task. Then Don Taylor whom |
greatly respected suggested we give Frank
Bryant some work to do. Frank traveled to
Melbourne daily to get nightly computer access
at the IBM facility for block adjustments. As
soon as he left, the section would be tails up
working flat out so that on Frank's return we
would have exhausted all the control data and
he would have to return to Melbourne to keep
us supplied.

In 1969-1970 | was seconded into the Navy by
JSIO aboard the HMAS Madang to carry out
beach surveys prior to New Guinea's
independence. During this period at Vanimo,
emergency radio communications suggested
Indonesian troops crossing the border at
Wutung. Madang was dispatched to rescue the
patrol officer. (Does this constitute active
service?)

In 1971 | was posted to | Field Survey Squadron
and annotation around Ingham with Mick Dewis.
In 1972 | was barometer heighting around the
Gulf. Major Keith Todd was moving to 1 Field as
OC but in the interim Captain Charlie Watson
was administering command. The troops were
so impressed with the Captain they name the
camp dog ,Charlie, in his honour

In 1973 as the OC's representative, | worked
with engineers establishing the base camp in
Cooktown then undertook recce and station
marking around the Cape.

Back to the Cape in 1975 with major Bob Skitch
| was assistant Op's officer (to Captain Andy
Strachan) in Cooktown. My wife Barbara then a
cancer victim with an ileostomy was able to
accompany me to Cooktown staying in the local
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caravan park in a bright yellow Ford Transit van
converted to a camper. Barbara would
occasionally park up by the airstrip when | was
working back loading the Caribou resupply
causing me to attract ribald comments from the
aircrew.

My military service came to an end in 1976, and
| elected for discharge. | spent a couple of years
driving delivery trucks to unwind.

In 1978 | joined the Queensland Ambulance
Transport Board and moved to Dysart in the
coal-fields of the Bowen Basin.

Jock receiving his Diploma of Applied Science
from the
University of Oueensland 1994

In 1990 QATB was re-titled the Queensland
Ambulance Service becoming a world leader in
pre-hospital care. In 1992, to celebrate 100
years of ambulance service and to promote the
new image, a marathon of 1892 kilometres was
run from Cairns to Brisbane. This is nothing to
an ex field surveyor so | was one of the runners.

In 1994 | completed an Associate Diploma of
Applied Science's and studied to become a
Paramedic Advanced Care. End of Jock’s
account.

Jock’s wife Barbara of many years passed away
in 2004. Jock married Krystina in 2009.



Jock and Krystyna took a package air trip to
Lake Eyre recently with an overnight stop at
Birdsville. The lake was an impressive sight. He
is regretful that he and Krystyna have had to
cancel their Danube —Rhine cruise planned for
later this year.

Jock’s funeral at Caboolture was attended by
his family and many friends including from the
Association; Alex Cairney,Stan Campbell, Kerry
Gallagher, Greg Knight, Barry Lutwyche, Hank
Opdam, Grant Small, Ross Smithwick and Kym
Weston.

Robert Armstrong: WO1 Stephen Hill, SSM of
1 Topo emailed...This morning | received a
phone call from Mr Geoff Armstrong, son of the
late CPL Robert Armstrong who passed away
on either 15 or 16 Aug 10. It is unknown as to
exact date of his death as he was staying alone
in a caravan. His funeral will be tomorrow in
South Dandenong. Geoff mentioned that his
father was serving in around 1967.

Geoff has given permission to pass on his
mobile number in the event of if the association
wishing to contact him in regards to his father.
His number is 0401897085.

From Gary Warnest in Magna Carto: Bob
Armstrong served in Survey between 1967 and
1973 mainly at Bendigo. Bob passed away in
mid August in Melbourne. | knew him when he
was running the Officers Mess before the
arrival of Catering Corps members. Bob also
supervised the stewards at Mess functions.

Steve Wainwright served in Survey as a Carto
Tech from 1983-95 and was a Sergeant on
resignation. He had instructed at Kapooka. He
passed away suddenly in Griffith mid September
(much too early). Andy and Gloria Lucas
attended his funeral from Bendigo. Many of his
fellow Harley bikers helped farewell him.

Graeme Priestly passed away in Singapore on
12 Nov 2010 at age 57. Graeme served for 20
years from about 1973/74 to 1993/94 at the
Regiment in Litho Sqn. His photo appears in a
group on page 159 of ‘Mapmakers of Fortuna.
Charlie Watson notes that Graeme came from
Charlie’s home-town, Cairns. Graeme had been
teaching English in Singapore and Cambodia.
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Anne Eddy: Brian Mead reported that Anne
passed away peacefully during the morning
of Monday 21° June 2010 after a difficult
battle with cancer. Her funeral service was
held at Karrakatta Cemetery, a week later,
on Monday afternoon — 28th June. Anne is
survived by her husband Peter, her
daughters Kim and Lisa and her son David
and his wife Jen.

There was a large attendance, in excess of
200 mourners, at the Karrakatta Norfolk
Chapel. During the cremation service, there
were many personal anecdotes mentioned
about Anne’s life, namely by her sister, her
daughter and best friend / business partner.
On display, near Anne’s coffin, was a
framed portrait of Anne with friends, plus
images of Anne trekking in Nepal six years
earlier.

Our Association was represented by Leon
Grifiths, Peter Bowen and Brian Mead.
Some of the mourners present, in offering
their condolences to Peter Eddy, were from
his fellow legatees at Perth Legacy and his
friends  and past colleagues  from
Geographic Services Landgate, Midland.

Tributes:

e “Anne was a vibrant, vivacious lady
who lived life to the full”. President
and Members - RA Svy Corps
Association (WA).

e “Anne was a remarkable and
courageous lady. She refused to let
the cancer beat her .... but finally it
did”.Bob Skitch - RA Svy Corps
Association (QLD).

e “Anne was a staunch Member and
supporter of the Subiaco Business
Association.Her business was called

‘“Ann  With an E” - a furniture
restoration business in Carrington
Street, Nedlands. Anne will be

remembered for her zany and quirky
personality”.President and Members
— Subiaco Business Association.

The CO’s Wife (from Mapmakers of Fortuna)

Traditionally, the CO ’s wife was an influential
person at Army Survey Regiment, giving



support to other army wives, entertaining many
visitors, accompanying her husband on official
occasions, even advising on interior
decoration. Showing her independence by
challenging her husband’s authority was not
even thought of. In 1982, Lieutenant Colonel
Peter Eddy, the new CO, faced just such a
challenge from his free-thinking wife, Anne. At
the back of Fortuna an old fig tree, reputed to
be a Moreton Bay Fig, was creating problems —
leaf litter.

Lieutenant Colonel Peter Eddy decided to have
the tree removed, but he had not bargained on
the resistance movement led by his wife. On the
day that the tree felling was to take place, Anne
Eddy tied herself to the tree in protest at the loss
of such a fine piece of history! Such a challenge
to the authority of a military man could obviously
not be tolerated and the tree was quietly cut
down at the weekend when the furore had died
down. What happened in the Eddy household
afterwards???

FROM OTHER STATE ASSOCIATIONS

All Bulletins and Newsletters including the
ExFortuna Association ‘Magna Carto (by
hyperlink) are on our website www.rasurvey.org.
The following is a content outline...... Ed

Westlink (July 2010) — Bulletin of the WA

Association.

. Anzac Day 2010 — great group photos.

. Book Review: Comparative Perspectives
on Commual Land and Individual
Ownership includes chapter on Spatial
Technologies by Association member
Peter Bowen. Peter is the National
Native Title Tribunal’s Geospatial
Service Manager.

. Survey Corps Stable Belt by Brian Mead.

. ‘Alan’ — A story of a little Aborigine by Jo
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Mazzarol BEM.

. ‘Silver Threads amongst the Purple’ -
Report on the 95" Reunion by Bob
Bruce.

. ‘A Sentimental Journey’ by Brian Mead

40" Anniversary of the Bendigo Rughy
Union Club inwhich many Fortunaites
participted. Gret photos.

. Article: ‘Border Dispute answers erased
in time’ — Tim Lee’s story ‘Border
Blunder’ from the ABC Landline program
submitted by Noel Sproles — a
fascinating read.

ACT Newsletter (Sept 2010)

. Corps birthday celebration at Kingston
Pub — 23 attending. Report by Rob
McHenry.

o Peter Jensen’s RA Svy Nominal Roll-
Request for input by Rob McHenry.

o Recognition of PNG Service post 1975 —
Media Release.

. DFRDB Petition.

. Moratai 1945 Part 2 by Ted Hunter — a

huge contribution to the Annals of the
Survey Corps.

. SNAGA up for Grabs — Rob McHenry.

. Tall Tales and True — more on the Air
Traffic Controller theme — amusingly told
by Don Swiney. ‘Manokwari Tower’, ‘The
Bristol Frightener’.

. Vale — Ann Eddy.
. Photo Gallery.
South Australia (Apr 2010)
. Corps Birthday dinner Aug 09
o AGM Nov 09 at Keswick Baracks.
. New Year BBQ at Goolya hosted by Pam
& Bob Ballard in their B & B.
. Anzac Day March.
. 4 Fd Svy Sqgn history (being compiled by
Arthur henson)report.
. Report on | Topo Svy Tp Reunion in Aug
2009
Magna Carto (Feb 2010)
. The 95" Birthday event — details.
. March with 3 Aust Fd Svy CoyAlIF in

Melbourne —march details.

Bendigo march — details.

Future use of Fortuna — Businessman
wants Fortuna — Bendigo Advertiser
report.

Magna Carto (Oct 2010)
RA Svy 95" Birthday event — a
comprehensive report with many photos.
. “What of Fortuna” (see our report on P 7)


http://www.rasurvey.org/

. ‘Turriff’ ( the Carpenter St WRAAC
Barracks) call by present owners for
historical information.

. ‘Goldmines Hotel’ just over the back
fence of Fortuna and run by Eddie
Esposito, Sergeant and then civilian who
knew everything about the complex
electric wiring of Fortuna.

. Australian Army Museum of Military
Engineering .

The PNG Plaque — report by Bob Skitch.
Article from the Bendigo Advertiser on
the rstoration of the painting ‘Gentlemen,
The Queen’ which hung in the Fortuna
ballroom for many years.

A SEA VOYAGE TO SOUTH VIETNAM on
the good ship HMAS Sydney.....
Stan Campbell

A ‘nice sea voyage’ That was the proposal
put to me by my Officer Commanding,
Captain Bob Skitch, as we were preparing
for the departure of our unit "Detachment 1
Topographical Survey Troop" for South
Vietnam in early 1966.

f:«‘ A B, A ) '
g > )y )

g

Departure from Sydney’s Woolloomooloo
Wharf

We had recently finished our DP1 military
training at Holsworthy and the prospect of
Vietham was very much on our minds. It
wasn’t until 8 March that the Prime Minister
announced that the 1% Task Force of two
battalions with supporting arms and services
would be deployed to South Vietnam to
replace the 1% Battalion Royal Australian
Regiment. Our Troop was part of the Task
Force — would we be going? It was some days
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later that Captain Skitch assembled all Troop
members at Randwick and confirmed that
Survey had a guernsey and read the names
of the twelve members present who were to
form the Detachment for Vietnam. It was a
few days later that we were told that while the
Detachment would be inserted by air, two
members, a senior NCO and a Sapper, would
be required to escort our vehicles and survey
stores to Vietnam on the HMAS Sydney.

| wasn't sure whether this proposal of a sea

voyage was subject to discussion or a polite
order but in any case the idea appealed to me
so | put my hand up. Sapper Brian Firns and |
became the nominated escort personnel to
escort two Landrovers with trailers all packed
with an assortment of survey, drafting and
basic reproduction equipment together with a
small amount of consumable stores, on a
voyage aboard HMAS Sydney to the South
Vietnamese port of Vung Tau. But first we had
to complete our three weeks battle efficiency
training at the Jungle Warfare Centre at
Canungra and that is another story. We
returned to Randwick on 2 May to find
preparation for our departure well under way.

The embarkation was relatively uneventful
considering the apparent lack of trust between
the Army and the Navy evident from time to
time. Our Troop’s preparation was fairly
straightforward, all stores were securely
packed, labeled with our unique colour code
and loaded into the vehicles and trailers which
were then driven to the wharf at
Woolloomooloo and placed in the care of the
army movement’s staff. On the day of
departure | said my farewells to my family at
Randwick Barracks, as the situation down at
the wharf would be somewhat chaotic and a
bit traumatic for my wife and two small
children. Brian and | were then driven to
Woolloomooloo wharf where we boarded the
HMAS Sydney and were placed in the hands
of the ships army staff, processed through the
administrative system and allocated our
respective quarters. My living/sleeping area,
called in navy terms a mess deck was a small
bare room about 10 metres square which | was
to share with 25 other senior NCOs. There
were some lockers along one wall and several
poles with hooks mounted at various heights
going from floor to ceiling. Four bins were also



fixed against the wall and contained rolled
and tied objects which | later found out were
hammocks. | was assigned a locker by a
member of the crew and after depositing my
few belongings went up to the flight deck to
watch the procedure for the ship’s departure.
Several shore patrol vehicles were unloading
reluctant and inebriated crew members who
were escorted on board and impounded in the
brig to await subsequent disciplinary action.
Other fairly ‘well oiled’ but well behaved army
personnel were shepherded up the gangway
including some cheerful NZ gunners from the
NZ Battery which formed part of our artillery
regiment.

At last the lines were cast off and we slipped
away from the wharf to the accompaniment of
cheers, whistles streamers and tears. We
sailed down Sydney Harbour and through the
Heads on our way to South Vietham. As the
land faded in the background we were
summoned by loudspeakers to our mess
decks for a briefihng on the domestic
arrangements for the voyage. By then our
mess deck was filling up fast with sergeants
from various corps mainly engineers, infantry
and armoured who all seemed to know each
other from past exercises. As there was one
lone signals sergeant and | was the only
survey sergeant we naturally gravitated
together and compared job profiles. He was
from a small "hush hush" signals unit and like
myself was there to escort vehicles, trailers
and equipment, assisted by a signaler who
happened to be accommodated in the same
mess deck as Brian Firns. Very early in the
voyage it was established that the four of us
played 500, so combating the tedium was not
going to be a problem.

We gradually slipped into the shipboard
routine which consisted of breakfast then a
morning parade for all army personnel on the
flight deck, where any administrative
instructions were read out. Then sub-unit
commanders and if required other key
personnel in the sub-units were dismissed to
attend to their own administration or
equipment maintenance. This of course
included Brian and | and the two RA Sigs so
our first game of 500 for the day got away
soon after. The other larger units were
required to attend lectures (medical hygiene
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etc.) physical training and military skills
revision which included live firing of weapons
from the flight deck at targets thrown into the
water. Our days then consisted of playing
cards, reading, dodging work details and
sleeping in the many nooks and crannies that
can be found on a non-operative aircraft
carrier. The highlight of the day was the
afternoon beer issue where one large can of
beer (opened) was given to each man. For the
Senior NCOs one member of the mess deck
would be rostered to collect the beer and
bring the cans down to his thirsty colleagues
to be drunk at leisure. The ORs and junior
NCOs had to wait in a line while the duty NCO
(usually a sergeant) would open a can and
drink it to ascertain if it was cold enough. He
would then open each can and distribute them
individually to the troops, the theory being that
they could not hoard the beer for a big splurge
because it would go flat. It's the only time |
have seen NCOs begging to be made duty
NCO. Teetotalers naturally gained many
friends during this time. The daily routine was
interrupted from time to time for special
events. When the ship reached the equator a
canvas pool was set up for the crossing of the
line ceremony where the first timers crossing
the equator were initiated with red food dye
and shaving cream by King Neptune. Several
concerts were held featuring the ships band
and a talent quest was conducted which drew
out talent of various degrees of competence
from the passengers. Movies were screened
on deck and bingo, or tombola as the navy
call it, was featured most nights in the eating
area.

The days seemed to pass reasonably quickly
although at the back of our minds was always
the thought of where we were going and what
we were likely to encounter, especially when
the ship conducted an "action stations drill" of
which there were several. These reminded us
that this was not a leisure cruise. Finally after
twelve days at sea we reached our destination.
As we sailed into Vung Tau harbour the scene
was of incredible activity. Numerous large ships
were anchored all around the area where we
moored, mainly merchant vessels and the water
was teeming with small craft, barges, tugs,
landing craft, ships tenders etc. Overhead,
helicopters of various sizes were ferrying cargo
in slings from ship to shore, an air strike was



going on in the distance and the rumble of
artillery and the sharp bark of small arms
completed the impression of organised chaos.
We packed our personal equipment and
dressed in full battle gear but with empty
magazines, proceeded to the flight deck where
we were assigned to groups for disembarkation
in small landing craft. The craft had fairly high
sides and we were told to keep our heads
down, so we couldn't see what we heading into.
We were very apprehensive when the craft
approached the shore and we felt the scrape of
the keel on the sand. The ramp on the bow
dropped and | am sure most of us expected to
be greeted by a volley of withering gun-fire from
the enemy. Instead we were faced by a row of
small stalls with smiling locals offering to sell us
coca -cola, Salem cigarettes and fresh peeled
pineapples. There were representatives waiting
from the various units that were disembarking
and | was pleased to see two of our survey
troop WO2 Snow Rollston and WO2 Dave
Christie who had flown in a few days earlier with
the rest of the troop. After a few kind words of
greeting we were told that our vehicles and
stores would be off loaded later so they drove
us to the back beach area of Vung Tau where
our troop had set up camp in the sand dunes
And so began my 12months tour of South
Vietnam, a lot of which | have forgotten but
some that will remain with me forever.

The Royal Australian Survey Corps in Vietham — The
First Year 1966 to 1967 is on our website
www.rasurvey.org.

LIST OF RASVY ASSOCATION (QLD BRANCH)
MEMBERS AT 20 OCT 2010

Members are asked to check their financial status
above. If you name does not appear it means that
you are no longer a financial member. For those who
are not up to date you can either send a cheque or
deposit directly into our account at any BOQ branch
(preferred).

BOQ acc name is Royal Australian Survey Corps
Association (Queensland Branch).

Account BSB is 124001. Account number is
20102796. An identifying reference such as name
would be helpful in maintgining our records.

Please also read Annual Subscription notice on
Page 2 of this Bulletin.

Life Members (x20)
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ANDERSON, Ed
ANDERSON, Les
BROCK, Jim
CAMERON, Curly
COOPER, Doover
EVANS, Austin
FISHER, Neville
GRAY, John
KUBLER, Darby
LAFFERTY, Bill
LAMBERT, Jeff
LANCASTER, Chris
LONG, Percy
MCCLURE, Artie
PARKINSON, Stuart
SHAW, Ken
SKITCH, Bob
SMITH, Les
THOROGOOD, Frank
VAN SENDEN, Col

pdf

Honorary Members (x5)
CHAMBERS, Lorraine
KAY, Krys

LAING, Dawn
STEDMAN, Joan

TODD, Gloria

pdf

Ordinary Members (Financial post Sep 2010)
(x49)

2012 ANDERSON, Dave pdf
2017 ANDERSON, Greg

2012 ASHBY, John pdf
2012 BARRIE, John pdf
2011 BLASKETT, Peter pdf
2016 BOWERS, Bruce pdf
2011 BROAD, Barry

2013 BUSH, David pdf
2011 CAIRNEY, Alex pdf

2012 CAMPBELL, Stan

2013 CREEDY, Adrian pdf
2011 CROSS, Peter

2011 DOWD, Graeme pdf
2011 DUNIAM, Michael pdf
2012 FITZGERALD, lan pdf
2012 GEE, Tony

2011 GILL, Jim pdf
2011 GORDON, Bruce pdf
2011 GREGOR, Dennis pdf
2012 HARGREAVES, Colin pdf
2012 HOCKINGS, Daryl pdf
2011 HOOK, John

2012 HOPES, Paul pdf

2012 HUTCHINGS, lan
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2011 HUTCHINGS, Warner
2012 KAVANAGH, Alan pdf
2012 LUTWYCHE, Barry pdf
2012 LYONS, Ken

2012 MARSHALL, Denis pdf
2012 MCCOSKER, Michael
2012 MOODY, Kevin

2014 MOORHEAD, Colin

2011 O'SHANNESSY, Dave pdf

2012 READ, lan

2012 RODRIGUEZ, Peter  pdf
2012 SANKEY, David

2011 SMALL, Grant pdf
2011 SYMMONS, Mike

2011 THUN, Wolfgang

2012 TIMMINS, George pdf
2012 TURNER, Jeff

2011 WESTON, Kym pdf

2012 OFFER, Rod pdf 2012 WETZIG, Bruce

2019 OPDAM, Hank pdf 2016 WILSON, Stephen pdf
2011 OSTERHAGE, Peter pdf

2012 PARKER, Barry pdf

2012 PARTRIDGE, Brian pdf

95" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
BENDIGO 3 JULY 2010

ATTENDANCE
Stuart Adrain Peter Dillion Denis Marshall Marie Sheahan
QLD
Greg Anderson Verity Dixon Joy Marshall Bob Skitch QLD
QLD QLD
John Anderson Julie Edwards Tony McCarthy Donna Smalley
Jim Ash Terry Edwards Wendy McCarthy Phil Smalley
Tracey Ash Margaret Ellis Brenton McDonald Daryl South
Bob Auselbrook Michael Ellis Marg McDonald Helen South
Dianne Auselbrook Carmel Fauth Stu Midgley Stacey Stamatis
Paul Baker lan Fitzgerald David Miles Dianne Stone
QLD
Barbara  Bates- Carol Flynn Pam Miles Neville Stone
Brownsword
QLD
Peter Bates- Mick Flynn Darryl Miller Robert Straube
Brownsword
QLD
Jodi Bingley John Gilbert QLD | Joy Milton Santina Straube
Russell Bingley Kath Golding Russell Milton Peter Swandale
Marg Biorac Frank Gould Bronette Minelli QLD | Don Swiney
Peter Biorac Susan Gould Lesley Mortimer Glen Swiney
Bill Black George Graham Alex Munro Jane Symonds
Jan Black Pat Graham Dave Murphy Stuart Symonds
Andrew Boath Cheryl Hague Max Neil Anne Tempest
Alison Bodman Peter Hague Gavin Neilson John Tempest
Mick Bodman Harry Hansen Rien O'Mara Stuart Thaxter
Rob Bogumil Stevo Hinic Susie O'Shea Bob Thrower
Vicki Bond Daryl Hockings Brian Partridge Margaret Thrower
QLD QLD
William Boyd QLD Barry Hogan Sue Partridge George Timmins QLD
QLD
Cameron Bramich Cheryl Hook Brian Pendlebury Peter Treble
Robert Bruce John Hook QLD Gall Pendlebury Sharon Treble
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Joel Burgun Paul Hopes Brad Peppler Nick Van Dalen
Sherie Burke Neil Houston Leah Peppler Brett Van Leeuwen
Steve Burke Simon Hrabe Jenny Peters Juana Van Leeuwen
Simon Capp Dale Hudson Ken Peters Rick Vanderbom
Susan Capp David Irving John Phillips Maureen Vote

Chris Carswell Brian Johnson Tracey Phillips Stan Vote

Doug Carswell Jenny JQoLh[r)Bon Lesley Presser Gary Warnest
Jeff Chait Graham Johnston Peter Presser Judith Warnest
Jenny Chait Bill Jones Jeff Prince Anne Warren
Jenny Chapman Leigh Jones Graham Ragless Andrew Warwick
Phil Chapman Jim Kernaghan Stuart Ridge Faye Weston
Yvonne Cocker Dawn Laing QLD Bob Rogister Kym Weston
Doc Commons John Lane Kathy Rogister Lea Wicker
Heidi Commons Sandy Lane Karen Rothwell TJ Wicker
Jenny Coulthard Frank Lenane Wayne Rothwell Darren Wilkinson
Noel Coulthard Kate Lenane Ginny Rowe Jeff Willey

Dick Crawford Barry Lutwyche Greg Rowe Lynette Willey
Colin Cuskelly Bob Lutwyche Tom Royle Bob Williams
Maz Cuskelly Harald Mai Wendy Royle Graeme Williams
Julie Davis Maggie Mai Adrian Rynberk Nola Williams
Paul Davis Pauline Mannix Clare Rynberk Rusty Williams
Jo De Laine Robyn Marsh Annette Saddler Doug Willis

Rhys De Laine Trevor Marsh Kath Saunders Deb Zasillo

Al Derby Lindsay Saunders
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December 2010 2
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Bob Skitch addresses the gathering

Reunion and AGM - Kilcoy 4 September 2010
Sth Field Survey Company — 70th Anniversary of formation.

All of us at Kilcoy Memorial
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The 5 Coy blokes —
Neville Fisher, Artie McClure, Stuart Parkinson

e i 3

Stuart Parkinson with Corps history and Association shield Group at table — Kym Weston, Ian Small, Grant Small,
Stan Campbell, Helen Campbell, Harley Parkinson



MILITARY MAPMAKERS DINNER - 2010

From the bottom of our menu —
1Topo soldier in Afghanistan with Leica Total Station and
Sergeant Tony Slattery with 5” Tavistock at School of Military Survey about 1959.

Brian Partridge — imbibing and reflecting



DEREK CHAMBERS AWARD PRESENTATION
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Bob Skitch presenting prize to Awardee Sergeant Craig Batchelor. OC Major Troy Francis to right

Sergeant Craig Batchelor not in mufti
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