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OUR NEXT FUNCTION — Gourmet BBQ at the home of Tony and Loretta Gee.
When: Saturday 17 April 2010

Where: 50 Bibimulya St, Bellara, Bribie Island

Time: 1230

RSVP: 12 April 2010

Catering: BYO beverages , Ladies please bring a salad or desert. Liaise with Loretta

on 3408 8467.

CALENDAR 2010

Saturday 17 April: Gourmet BBQ at the home of Tony and Loretta Gee.
Sunday 25 April: ANZAC Day — 0530 Dawn Service at RAE Enoggera followed by breakfast in
the Sportsmen’s Club; 1030 City March followed by Anzac Day lunch at Alderley Arms Hotel
commencing 1300.
Friday 25 June: Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner at the United Service Club
Friday 2 July: Celebration of the 95™ Anniversary of RA Survey at Bendigo.
Saturday 4 Sept :Our traditional Reunion and Annual General Meeting. In 2010 the event is
to be at the Kilcoy RSL to commemorate the 70™ anniversary of the
commencement of training of the Northern Command Field Survey Unit, later to
become 5 Field Survey Company — ‘Queensland’s own’. The event has been
held annually by your Assaociation in various locations since 1947 when the
veterans of WW2 decided that they wanted to maintain the bond of comradeship

= o forged during their war service. It is regrettable but inevitable that our few
remaining WW2 Survey Veterans are no longer able to attend — but we will remember them.
October date TBA — The Military Mapmakers Dinner with | Topo Svy Sgn as host. The event
held at the Gaythorne RSL this year was a great success and especially so because it included
the presentation of the Derek Chambers Award. It is the intention that in future the award will be
conferred at the Military Map Makers Dinner. The award goes the young soldier who has
displayed outstanding esprit-de-corps in the best tradition of the Royal Australian Survey Corps
during the preceding twelve months.

The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (Queensland) acknowledges the generous sponsorship and
support of Conics Ltd




COMMITTEE

Patron Lieutenant Colonel EU Anderson MBE (Ph 3408 9179)

EXECUTIVE

President Peter Bates-Brownsword (Ph 3289 7001) email: petenbarb@dovenetq.net.au

Vice President Alex Cairney (Ph 3397 7583) email: cairneyalex@hotmail.com

Secretary Barry Lutwyche (3264 2191) email: rasvy_gld@yahoo.com.au
sec.qld@rasurvey.org

Treasurer Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786) email: rdsmithwick@ozemail.com.au

COMMITTEE

Member Mary-Ann Thiselton (Ph 3353 1026) email: rockthis@bigpond.net.au

Member Jim Gill (Ph 3264 1597) email: jimgill@hotkey.net.au

Bulletin Editor Bob Skitch (Ph 5438 0550 Caloundra; or 3350 1550 Brisbane)

& Historian email: bob@skitch.me

North Coast representative  Kym Weston (Ph 5445 6927) email: kym@westonsweb.com

& web site manager (mob 0427 377 226)

North Qld representative Dennis Gregor (Ph mob 0412 756 196)

Email: dennis.gregor@conics.com.au
Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell

1 TOPO SVY SQN
Squadron OC Major Thomas Grice
Squadron SSM WOL1 Peter Coles (Ph 3332 7564)

OUR HISTORY PROJECT — WHAT DID WE DO, 1946 — 19967

Our history project has been updated with substantial entries from Peter Jensen (he's been
everywhere man!), Frank Lenane, Frank Fisher, Tim Allanson and Arthur Hensen. Arthur's
contribution is from the South Australian Association’s own intensive investigation into the
history of the RA Survey units located in South Australia. The updated version can now be
found on our website, www.rasurvey.org in pdf. You will observe that the SA file now has an
entry for every year from 1946 to 1996. SA is the only State to achieve this distinction, although
guite a number of the entries are sparse in detail. At least they have a project name and a
location and one or two words about what sort of operation was undertaken, eg, tellurometer
traversing, map control, field completion etc. It would be nice to have a little more detail such as
who took part (at least some names), the field OC or OIC, air support, outline tech information.
Peter Jensen has been able to provide a good deal of the latter in many instances. Assaociation
members in all States are asked to check the years in which they served on field operations and
reflect on who they served with, who their boss was and what they did. The present entries can
be used as a memory jogger.

Email your contribution direct to Bob Skitch bob@skitch.me or enter your data on our website —
www.rasurvey.org . Our website contains state summaries of what we have compiled so far.
There are plenty of gaps — have a go at filling them in!

Tim Allanson (well known in the West) has submitted a comprehensive entry to ‘What we did’
and in due course | will inject it into our website database. Tim's entry is especially
comprehensive in ‘people taking part’ and rather than try and fit the tabular format across the
Bulletin page | have resorted to simply listing his detail year by year. | assure you Tim, that it will
be in the correct format when it goes into the website. Ed: Tim’s listing commences on page
20. of this Bulletin)




NOTICES

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2009 -
2010
$SEEISSTISSTEISSSE$SS

In the words of Devy — Don’t go to sleep
on your membership! Keep in touch with
your Survey Corps mates by being a
paid-up member of your Association. We
have noted a fall-off of paid-up members
and perhaps that is because our Bulletins
are freely available to all on our website. But
we do need vyour subscription if only
because it is the paid up members who
represent the true strength of the
Association and with that can enjoy the
privileges of our subsidized functions. Most
of our functions are now to some extent
subsidized from our sponsorship account
and while we will never turn away a past
member of the Survey Corps it is very
appropriate that those Queensland based
past RA Survey persons in attending
subsidized functions meet their paid-up
obligation. Furthermore there are cash costs
involved in running the Association -
postage, PO box rental, website
hosting, bank charges, printing and
stationery, ANZAC Day wreath, occasional
donations (Red Cross etc) and
presentations and awards with associated
engraving.

Our financial year runs from September to
September. Subscription is but $15.00 per
year. We encourage you to pay three years
in advance (or more if you wish).
Subscription is waived for veterans aged 75
years and over who have been standing
paid-up members of our Association. Pay-
up time was at the AGM 5 Sept 09 but it is
not too late now. Paid up membership list
on page 20.

BERETS-BERETS - BERETS

Our stocks of our ever popular beret are
now nearly depleted. However, stocks are
held at Christie’s in Sydney. Be distinctive in
the RA Survey Association distinctive
headdress. Contact Alex Cairney email

cairneyalex@hotmail.com
Note: Christies can be contacted as follows:

Unit 4D; 1-7 Unwin Bridge Rd, St Peters, NSW
2044. Phone 02 9519 0784

VIETNAM — A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob
McMillan-Kay.

Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-
Kay at a cost of $36.00 including postage.
We commend this highly successful book of
Bob’s Viethnam experience. Bob’s address is
14 March Lane, Maryborough, Qld, 4650.

ASSOCIATION BADGE

Association badges are still available from
the Queensland Association. Place your
orders with Barry Lutwyche and we will try
to satisfy them.

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA

Copies may be purchased from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association (PO Box 865
Bendigo 3552) at $60.00 plus postage of
$11.50 which includes cost of a padded
postal bag.

RA SURVEY ASSOCIATION PLAQUE

An Association Plaque that incorporates the
three overlapping badges, the theodolite
badge of preeWw2, the wartime colour
patch and the Post WW2 RA Svy badge is
available from the Queensland Association.
The cost of the plaque is $50.00 plus
postage. Place orders with our Secretary,
Barry Lutwyche.

LAST FRIDAYS

Last Fridays continue at the Gaythorne
RSL. Numbers attending have improved in
recent times. Pop along and have a beer or
a softie with your mates.

ASSOCIATION TIE or SCARF

Cost is $25.00. Place your order with the
Queensland Association. Phone or email
Barry Lutwyche.




ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
PLAQUE: The Ex-Fortuna Association has
purchased some of the original RA Svy
plagues. These are available from Ex-
Fortuna Secretary Tracey Phillips,

03 5449 6330 (AH); email

phipsys@tpg.com.au. Price on application.

THE 1 TOPO CHALLENGE COIN

Ed: Lieutenant Matthew Dobney of 1 Topo asks
that the following be disseminated to Survey
Association members. Apparently Challenge
Coins are all the ‘go’ with military units these
days.

The coins are for sale to members for $10 00
each. Orders are to be placed via email to CPL
Amanda lglesias in the 1 Topo orderly room.

CONICS WINS THREE QUEENSLAND
SPATIAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Our sponsoring organization Conics LTD was a
standout performer at the 2009 Queensland
Spatial Excellence Awards, winning three of a
possible seven awards at the gala dinner on
Friday, 11 September.

Conics' award wins were as follows:

(1) Winner - People and Community Category
Project: Torres Strait Sustainable Land Use
Planning

Awarded  to: Conics and True 3D
About the project: Engaged by Torres Strait
Regional Authority, Conics worked with local
communities to prepare sustainable land use
plans for six islands to help ensure that future
development would be sustainable and consider
ecological and social information, risk and
existing infrastructure. Key to the success of the
project was Conics’ effective consultation with
local people, overcoming language and cultural
issues and developing innovative ways to

present spatial information, including creating
3D models of the islands.

(2)The J.M. (Mac) Serisier Award for Overall
Excellence for this project. This award
‘represents the pinnacle of achievement in the
spatial industry and is the highest award the
Judging Panel can confer.

(3) Research and Innovation category
Project: Spatial Data Capture and Usage -
Woodstock-Giru  Road Rural  Subdivision
Awarded to: Conics and Terranean Mapping
Technologies.

About the project: Conics used innovative
methodologies based on LIDAR technology and
high resolution orthophotography to assist with a
rural residential subdivision where issues such
as access, terrain, size and location presented
barriers to traditional data capture.

Now in its fifth year, the Queensland Spatial
Excellence Awards program recognises the
achievements of both individuals and
organisations engaged in the spatial information
industry across the State.

Conics will now contest the Asia-Pacific Spatial
Excellence Awards to be announced in
November.

Ed: The Royal Australian Survey Corps
Association (Queensland) congratulates the
management and staff of Conics Ltd on their
outstanding success in the Spatial Excellence
Awards.

OUR SOCIAL ACTIVITIES SINCE OUR
LAST BULLETIN

Ed: We seem to have had a remarkably full
calendar of social activities since our last (June)
Bulletin. First there was the Colonel Alex Laing
Memorial Dinner (see report below), then the
Survey Vietnam Troop Reunion in August, our
AGM and Reunion on 5 September and on 30
October the MiIitar}/ Mapmakers  Dinner
sponsored by the 1% Topographical Survey
Squadron at the Gaythorne RSL which this year
incorporated the Derek Chambers Award
presentation. Since | was overseas from 16
August the only event | have been able to report
on in detail is the dinner and this follows:




Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner —
Friday 26 June 2009

Our Corps Day dinner conducted in the
United Service Club on 27 June had the
record attendance of 47 which left the
organizers for a while in something of a
quandary. For the past ten years or more
our dinner has been in the Club’'s ‘Royal
Room’ under the gaze of Kings, Queens
and Consorts that have occupied the throne
over the past century. The Royal Room has
a maximum seating capacity of thirty so
should we simply take the first thirty to
nominate or find another venue? The dining
manager Mr Gerard Fitzgerald thankfully
came to the rescue with the offer of the
much larger Moreton Room and we were
released from the quandary.

This year we were delighted to have Mrs
Dawn Laing with us again. Other invited
guests were the Officer Commanding the 1°
Topographical Survey Squadron, Major
Thomas Grice with his Operations Officer
Captain David Cave, Mr Peter James CEO
of our sponsoring organization Conics Ltd
and Mrs Helen James, Mr Barry Bishop
President of the Sapper’'s Association and
Mrs Faye Bishop. We had a number
attending from  our sister  Survey
Associations, John and Tracy Philips and
Brett Van Leeuwen from the Ex Fortuna
Association, also George Timmins from
Swan Hill, lan Kavanagh from Blackwater
and Dennis Gregor from Mackay.

The dinner followed the usual format, pre-
dinner drinks in the Pixley Room then to the
dining table for the Chinese Spiced Pork
entrée. Alex Cairney delivered a good
Catholic grace and President Peter Bates-
Brownsword  welcomed guests and
members attending. The main course of
Crepinette of Turkey was served and we
settled down to dinner with much
conviviality and bonhomie greatly assisted
by a generous supply of Club Chardonnay
and Orlando Shiraz — with the occasional
jug of XXXX. Following the desert of Fruit
Brulee it was time to get down to serious
business. Our competent table staff, under

the watchful eye of Maitre d’ Victor, cleared
the table and the Port was passed in the
traditional manner. The Loyal Toast was
called with aplomb by Rock Thiselton, our
‘first time attendee’. Bob Skitch then
proposed the toast (it has become a
tradition of our annual dinner) to honour the
memory of the late Colonel in Chief of the
Royal Australian survey Corps, Diana, The
Princess of Wales. It was at about this
moment that President Peter invited Mrs
Dawn Laing to reflect on her time with Alex
during his time in the Corps through his
many postings. Dawn did this with warmth
and humour, commenting that she felt as
much a member of our unique Corps as the
rest of us. Vice President Alex Cairney then
called us to be upstanding for the Toast to
the Corps and its Association, responded to
by President Peter Bates-Brownsword. Jock
Kay in a most moving way proposed the
toast to departed comrades and absent
friends, reading out the rather too long list of
members who have left this life since our
last dinner. They included lan (lke) Lever,
Bill Jeffery, Bill Love from SA, John Hogan
and Acki Barber from Bendigo, Jack Mahon
and Bob Purdon (WW2) from Canberra,
Barbara Watson (wife of Charlie) from
Canberra and Ted Morris who passed away
in 2008. Jock gave the occasion special
meaning by asking each of us to reflect on
one or two past members of the Corps for
half a minute while we drank the toast.

Major Thomas Grice, 1 Topo OC spoke
briefly on Squadron-Association relations
and assured members of continuing | Topo
support followed by Mr Peter James who
spoke of the sponsorship support of his
company Conics Ltd and how that
developed through Dennis Gregor and Ross
Smithwick.

This brought the evening to a close, or
nearly so with the Port making several more
laps of the table. All concerned thought it a
most enjoyable night expressing the hope
that it will continue. Given support | am sure
it will.....Bob Skitch



Roll Call

Ashby John

Ashby Julie

Peter Bates-
Brownsword,

Barbara Bates-
Brownsword

Barry Bishop (SPR Assn)
Faye Bishop

Alex Cairney

Stan Campbell

Helen Campbell

Esme Eustace

Tony Gee

Loretta Gee

Dennis Gregor (Conics)
Elaine Gregor

Major Thomas Grice,
(1 Topo)

Capt David Cave (1Topo)
lan Hutchings

Peter James (Conics)
Helen James

Alan Kavanagh (from
Blackwater)

John Kay

Kris Kay

Mrs Dawn Laing

Barry Lutwyche

John Lutwyche

Steven Lutwyche

Colin Moorhead

Ailsa Moorhead

David O’Shannessy
John Phillips ( ex-
Fortuna Assoc)

Tracie Phillips ( ex-
Fortuna Assoc)

David Sankey

Bob Skitch

Wendy Skitch

Grant Small

Beth Small

Ross Smithwick ( Conics)
Darelle Smithwick
Rowan Shipley

lan Thiselton

Mary-Ann Thiselton
George Timmins (Swan
Hill Vic)

Brett Van Leeuwen (ex-
Fortuna Assoc)

Kym Weston

Faye Weston

Survey Vietnam Veterans Reunion -
15/16 August —a report by Grant Small
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; Survey Vietnam Troop Reunion ‘

Gold Coast 2009

What is likely to be a once only event was
celebrated at Twin Towns Services Club,
Tweed Heads in August. It was a reunion of
Corps members who served with the Survey

Troop in Vietham. It was the brainchild of
Lloyd Patterson with research for venue and
accommodation by our man on the ground,
Alex Cairney assisted by Barry Lutwyche.
Without doubt it was an outstanding
organisational success.

Over the several months it took to organize,
there were regular updates giving fine-tune
dates, programmes, accommodation and
lists of likely attendees. As a result there
was a very good roll up of people from all
over Australia and most arrived Friday and
stayed at the resort. Over the course of the
first afternoon and evening little groups
became a very big informal group — ‘warries’
were flying and forty odd years simply
melted away, unclouding memories and
revealing people one may not have
otherwise easily recognized.

By Saturday evening the atmosphere was
relaxed and welcoming with further
evidence of attention to detail in Lloyd’s
organization. Place mats were miniatures
of an original Peter Dew poster. Everyone
received a copy of the Troops OC's
summaries of service and there was a
continuous slide show of photos from each
era of command. Lloyd prepared a CD of
these photos with others taken on the night
and posted it out to all those attending and
others with an interest.

General Peter Cosgrove was the guest of
honour and speaker. As a platoon
commander serving in Vietham he
expressed a soft spot for the Survey Corps
and thanked all for the quality and accuracy
of maps and operational overprints coming
from the Troop. As a past Chief of Defence
Force he expressed some regret at the
Corps’ demise but assured us the tradition
is in good hands with the Engineers. The
General also reflected on the recent passing
of Ross McMillan whom he knew on the
football field in Sydney a few years before.

John Bullen’s speech of thanks was short
but appreciative. Both before and during the
dinner the General circulated widely
introducing himself as ‘Peter’. For Alex



Cairney and Barry Lutwyche this
introduction occurred in the lift descending
into the reception area. If Barry was a little
reticent, Alex certainly wasn’'t and drew the
General's memory back to a meeting they
had some many years before. Of course the
General remembered that chance meeting
just as clearly as Alex.

The only other formality for the evening was
the very moving lighting of candles and the
reading of a list of Troop members who
have passed on — a list probably far longer
for the Troop than for a similar number from
the wider community.

The evening closed with lots of mingling (I
still didn't catch up with everybody) and
invitations to rekindle old acquaintances and
friendships.

Sunday was a long loiter over breakfast in
small groups, checkout and then to the
Greenmount Beach Surf Club for a very
informal lunch. Some attending the lunch
were unable to be at the dinner and again it
was great to catch up with them.

| began by saying this was probably a once
only event and sadly that is the case, but it
truly was a great experience and wonderful
to feel forty years younger for a short while.
Congratulations to Lloyd Patterson and all

Tony & Jeanette Haseloff
Garran & June Hill

John & Cheryl Hook
Robert Hucker

John Hunter

Colin & Rhonda Laybutt
Percy Long

Tom & Melinda Stockwell
Brian Thomas

Frank & Nan Thorogood
John & Bev Walker

Les Wellins

John Whitburn

Phi & Marilyn Willington

those who helped........ Grant Small
Roll Call
Allan Adsett Chris McCloud

Paul & Colleen Alderson
Dave Anderson

Bruce Appleford & Beth
White

Mario Appelton

Peter Aukstinaitis
Richard & Mary Barwald
Graeme &Pauline Birrell
Oreste Biziak

Bill & Jan Black

John Bullen

Alex Cairney

Stan & Helen Campbell
Rocky & Jan Camps
Des & Rouyn Ceruti
David Colins

General Peter Cosgrove
Kerry Gallagher

Geof & Mrs Gerdsen
George & Pat Graham

Bob & Anne
McMillan-Kay

Bob & Victoria Mills
Col Minto

Alex Munro

Max & Anne Neal

Rod Offer

Dave & Julie
O’Shannessy

Barry Parker

Brian & Sue Partridge
Lloyd & Hilary Patterson
John Rolfe

Peter & Nancy Rossiter
Lyndsay Rotherham
Ken & Heather Slater
Grant & Beth Small

Bill Snelson

Erik & Karen Sorensen
Stan & Gloria Stevens

Graeme &Mrs Williams
John Willis

Barry Lutwyche
Ken & Kerry Lyons

Total attendance - 88

AGM and Reunion — Sat 5 September
This was a well attended function conducted
again this year at the Alderley Arms Hotel.
Vice President Alex Cairney chaired the
AGM in President Peter's absence
(overseas) and | am told that it was the
shortest AGM on record. The meal was
excellent as always and the beer suitably
cold and plentiful. Greg Knight donated a
500GB HDMI Multi Media Concentration
System (whatever is that?) which was
raffled to raise $168 for the Association.
Departed comrades were remembered with
a minute’s silence. Bob Skitch (absent
overseas), lan Fitzgerald and Rock
Thiselton were thanked for their work in
producing the Bulletin.

Roll Call

John and Sandra Beard
Alan Kavanagh

Peter Blaskett

Greg Knight

Alex Cairney

Percy and Dell Long
Stan Campbell

Peter Cross

Barry Lutwyche

Tony and Loretta Gee
Rod Offer

Ross Smithwick

Bruce and Ros Gordon
lan and Mary-Ann
Thiselton

Colin Hargreaves

Kym and Faye Weston
lan Hutchings

Military Mapmakers Dinner

Hosted by the 1% Topographical Survey
Squadron this has been an annual event off
and on for the past ten years. The old order
changeth and it is no longer possible to
conduct such occasions within army base
locations. (Do messes even exist these
days and in the past we have even had
problems of rank limitations in Sergeant’s
messes) So this year the Military
Mapmaker's Dinner was held at the
Gaythorne RSL in their main functions
room. From all accounts it was a great



success. Association member Dr Ken Lyons
was the guest speaker and spoke of his
own career both military and civilian and the
ultimate goal in both of meeting the needs
of the customer. Officer Commanding 1
Topo Survey Squadron, Maj Thomas Grice
was present at the dinner, Capt S. Weis
dinner host and dining president; our
Association president was hosted by
Lieutenant Venlow; Lt Benjamin Kreis was
dinner coordinator; Padre Jones said the
Grace; the loyal toast proposed by WO2 L
Palfrey; toast to the Australian Army, Sgt
Mick Bourne; toast to the RAE, WO1 A.
Morrison-Evans and toast to partners Lt M
Dobney. The Toast to the Royal Australian
Survey Corps was proposed by our
Association member Mr lan Hutchings.

Greg Knight again donated a 250 GB HDMI
Multi Media Concentration System which
was raffled and raised $400 for the
Squadron’s Regimental Funds.

The Derek Chambers award for the unit
member (sapper or junior NCO who had
displayed outstanding esprit de corps during
the preceding twelve months was presented
by Mrs Lorraine Chambers to recently
promoted Sergeant Justin Falla. Also
present were Derek’s daughter, Kerryn and
son Grant.

The dinner, conducted on traditional Army
formal lines was an outstanding success
and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Sergeant Justin Falla

Roll Call (Assoc only)

John & Julie Ashby lan Hutchings (Corps
Peter & Barbara Bates- toast)

Brownsword Brian Johnson

Alex Cairney Greg Knight

Lorraine Chambers Penny Knott

Kerryn Chambers Bethany Lawler
Grant Chambers & Barry Lutwyche
Angela Mcguire Ken Lyons (guest
John & Robyn Gilbert speaker)

Jim & Marianne Gill Brian & Sue Partridge
Bruce & Rosalyn Gordon  Ross & Darelle

Colin Hargreaves Smithwick
John & Cheryl Hook Noel  Ticehurst (from
Canberra)

‘ ANOTHER RA SURVEY WEBSITE

| received an email from past Survey/RAE
member Maryann Martinek who apparently
runs a defence oriented veterans website —
semi or demi official which has links with the
RSL and other veterans organizations. Ms
Martinek is an apparel designer and | am
not at all clear as to what motivates her
interest in veteran’s affairs. In her first email
she referred me to a ‘potted history’ of RA
Survey on her website "VIDERE PARARE
EST 'to see is to prepare' — the RASVY
CORPS on Maryann Martinek
AUSTRALIAN VETERAN MATTERS
http://www.peeonastick.net.au/index.php?to
pic=167.0. | have opened it and it is quite
interesting. The ‘potted history’ contained
therein is as accurate as any ‘potted history’
can be and in a footnote she gives her
references — Coulthard Clark, Valerie
Lovejoy and Lawrence Fitzgerald. In other
words | think she is ‘fair dinkum’ and trying
to achieve something worthwhile. In Ms
Martinek's second email in response to my
guery as to why her interest, she replied Its
just a promotion of the project you guys are
doing. | have a network that may assist in
locating RASvy people who could contribute
to your project.(What did we do that gets a
mention on her website). | place up notices
that assist others to connect, all Corps and
across the services.

So...it can do no harm and maybe some
good.




SOME HOPE YET FOR ‘FORTUNA’

Ed: The following article is from the
November issue of Magna Carto:

The Bendigo Weekly reported that the City
of Greater Bendigo Council discussed the
future of Fortuna Villa at this week’s council
meeting. They voted to request an
extension of the three-month period
allocated to lodge a priority sale submission
for the site.

1 The gad old Iay B

The Mayor, Cr Gibbons said that council
had been given three months to consider,
prepare and lodge a submission for Fortuna
by the due date of October 30, but will ask
the Department of Defence for more time to
consider its position on the potential sale of
the property. “Three months is simply not
enough time to thoroughly undertake the
investigations and consideration of the
Department of Defence, commissioned due
diligence studies and we didn't want to get
to the due date and say we needed more
time,” he said.

“We want to arrange a meeting with the
Premier of Victoria to discuss the future of
Fortuna and  ascertain the  state
government’'s interest in the property. In
addition, we also intend to undertake a
public expression of interest process to
gauge any potential interest from other
public or private entities that might have an
interest in the property. There is much to
consider as this is a very complex issue and
we do not want to rush this process as we
are dealing with public money and need to

ensure that we end up with the right result
for the Greater Bendigo community.”

Magna Carto comments...In some ways this
is disappointing as there has already been a
number of community meetings and a
submission to council on this issue, an issue
that the council has already been aware of
for several years. The City of Greater
Bendigo Council placed this call for
submissions in the Bendigo Advertiser. The
very comprehensive Defence due diligence
report mentioned, was for a short while
available for viewing on the internet and
made for very interesting reading.

Prior to the release of the Defence due
diligence report, a delegation from the Villa
Fortuna Action Group (VFAG) Committee
presented a "Business Concept" to Greater
Bendigo City Council on 11Jun 2009,
regarding the future use of Fortuna.
Business Concept (June 2009).pdf and
Case Study Attachment (June 2009).pdf
formed the basis of the presentation and
can be viewed on their web site

www.villafortuna.org.au

The Action Group’s broad concept is to
utilise the site as an arts precinct, among
other things fashioned after the example of
the Abbottsford Convent in Melbourne.

Since the release of the Defence due
diligence report, the VFAG has made a
response to the Defence report to council
and have also approached the Bendigo
Business Council to raise awareness of
their quest to maintain public ownership of
Fortuna Villa.

The group is eager to promote the property’s
potential to be used for cultural, commercial
and community enterprises. More detail on
the VFAG aspirations can be obtained from
theirwebsite www.villafortuna.org.au.

The future for Fortuna Villa is far from
decided.



| PERSONALIA and other jottings

Other Association Bulletins/Newsletters:

(1) ACT Newsletter — November 2009
(4/09)

Available on our
WWw.rasurvey.org.

website -

e An RASvy Connection to the Global
Positioning System by Peter Jensen
— an interesting account for the
technically minded.
e '62 PNG Trip Follow Up — Keith
Broadbent — contains some
interesting photos from various
sources.
Cold War Hype — Rob McHenry
Train Spotting — Mark Heinrich
Pentagon Secrets — Bill Harvey
More interesting photos in the Photo
Gallery.

(2) ‘Magna Carto’ - Ex Fortuna
Association — September 2009.
Unfortunately the Ex Fortuna Association
choose not to use our Association Website,
however, | have included the article on the
future of Fortuna Villa above for the interest
of all.

(3) Newletter of the RA Survey
Association of NSW — December 2009
Available on our website -
WWW.rasurvey.org

e Report on open day at the RA
Survey Museum.

¢ Sonny Dingle recalls his time in the
printing battery at Fortuna.

e Fortuna Basket Ball Team

o Restoration of the Ground Elevation
Meter (GEM)

e Recollections of 1 Topo Survey
Company CMF by Dick Lovegrove.

¢ Many excellent photos

An email from Ken Shaw — | enjoyed LVJ's
stories about Fortuna's CSM of that period. |
was on the same parades Les talks about

and remember them well BUT, to set the
record straight, our CSM was known as
GAGGER Green not Jagger! Sorry, old
chap! (Noted — Ed)

Here is another Gagger anecdote but |
doubt whether it is suitable for publication.
(Of course it is Ken) | was a member of the
Drawing Section (later Carto Sgn) at that
time. We were situated in a large L shaped
room on the first floor immediately opposite
the head of the stairs. Just across the
passage from our room was a toilet with a
two person urinal. | was using one of these
contraptions when the door burst open and
in marched Gagger. He crash-halted in front
of the adjoining urinal, unbuttoned his fly
with military precision, whipped out his
member like a bayonet being drawn from its
scabbard and proceeded to enjoy himself
.eyes held immediately to his front.
Suddenly, he gave a short but explosive
cough and his upper set of teeth flew out,
struck the urinal and bounced into the urine
at its base where they lay. Gagger snapped
his head to the right (he was on my left),
fixed me with a glare that would freeze
mercury, snapped his head back to the
front, returned his member to its home with
the speed of working the bolt action of a
.303, buttoned up his fly in quick time and to
the count of one - one two, bent his knees
and retrieved his teeth with his right hand.
He then marched two paces backwards,
right turned, marched to the hand basin, put
his hand with the teeth under the tap and
gave them a quick spray He then gave them
aflip and returned them to his mouth as if
he was giving a snhappy salute. He about
turned, fixed me with another of his icy
glares and quick marched out of the room.

What was | doing all this time - me, a
humble sapper? | was petrified and stood
there like a dead tree during
the whole proceedings!

You'll remember Col (Colin) Hawkins -
Gagger was for some reason Col's hero in
spite of the fact that Gagger would often
give him a hard time. " Sapper "awkins - call
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that clean? Get that spit polished NOW then
report to me!l!"

Gagger developed a liking for scotch and it
got to the stage where he would take a
bottle to bed with him and demolish it in it's
entirety throughoutthe night. This and
heavy smoking was his eventual undoing.
He fell asleep in bed one night, drunk, with
a lighted cigarette in his hand resting on his
chest. He was still unconscious when they
found him. He had suffered horrific burns to
his body which hospitalised him. He never
recovered and died as a result. Col wept
openly at his funeral.

Did you know that Fortuna had CSM's
named Green, White and Brown? Des
Moore commented that we should try for a
snooker set! Ridiculous — who ever heard of
a CSM named Pink!?

I've rambled on a bit? Nance and | are both
fairly well - slowing down a bit with the usual
creaks and arthritus pains. The activities
here in our Village are amazing - haven't
been so busy for years. We do exercise
class every day when possible. We have
coach trips at least once a week to places
far and wide eg Newcastle, Hunter
Valley, Blue Mountains and Sydney areas.
Many functions, dinner dances, live
entertainment, in-house  movies. Can't
speak highly enough of the staff and
volunteers. I'm 82 next month and Nance 80
in August | am trying for the 100 to get me a
new army slouch hat!

Went to the ANZAC Dawn Service at Woy
Woy with Bill Boyd and his daughter. | am
deeply grateful to them both the way they
look after me and take me
every year. Visited son Alan and wife Sue in
Lismore recently for a week plus an
overnight visit to Caloundra staying with one
of Nance's nursing friends from the early
days. We are off to Darwin next month
staying for a fortnight with son Darryl and
wife Jenny. We will also catch up with two
Darwin based grand daughters and their
partners. Will get to see and hold our latest

great grandchild (No.10), a boy. A marriage
is planned for next year.

A great black cloud has just developed so
more rain appears in the offing. Roll on
Darwin with fine weather and 31 degrees
heat.

| trust you and Wendy are keeping good
health and the hernia op healed well. | was
sorry to hear that Ike Lever had passed on. |
had a lot of time for Ike He was a student on
the first basic course | instructed on.

Well, | had best end these ramblings and
will try to keep contact a little more
frequently. All the best  Ken

A trip to remember — Bob and Wendy
Skitch on 27 October returned from an
extended trip to UK and Europe having
departed Australia on 16 August. Bob
comments that it was a trip to end all trips.
Briefly — from Brisbane to UK via Hong
Kong to London (where son Christopher
with wife Sharon live), to Devon to visit the
Whittingtons (lain was the Brit exchange
officer to the Regiment 1977-79), to
Andover to visit the Robinsons (from
Singapore days) then to London and with
Chris and Sharon via Geneva to Chaminix
in the French Alps. Chaminix nestles in a
beautiful valley below Mont Blanc, Europe’s
highest peak. In a week of beautiful weather
they traversed the highest peaks and
glaciers of the Alps by cable car and into
Italy, returning through the tunnel. Then it
was back to Geneva with its famous Lake
and fountain and the headquarters of many
of the world’'s well known international
organizations. Bob and Wendy then
proceeded to Prague (via Heathrow) to
meet up with their tour group that after three
days in the beautiful capital of the Czech
Republic staying at an absolutely beautiful
art-deco hotel was to take them by coach to
Budapest on the Danube to board the
Amadagio river ship that would take them to
the top of the Danube through some 67
locks, the Main Canal and into the Rhine
finally terminating after 15 days at
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Amsterdam visiting the beautiful cities,
towns and villages of Bratislava, Vienna,

Duunstein, Melk, Linz, Salzberg,
Regensburg, Nurnberg, Bamberg,
Wurzberg, Wertheim, Miltenberg,

Rudesheim, Koblenz and Cologne. So
many castles, palaces, cathedrals, abbeys.
Finally to northern Wales (Dyserth) via
Gatwick (surely the world’'s most chaotic
airport) and Manchester (meeting
Christopher again with a hire car) to stay in
a pleasant village resort for a restful ten
days. Nevertheless lots of pleasant coastal
drives and to Llanberris to ascend Mount
Snowdon by funicular (cog) railway and to
the beautiful cities of York and Chester.
Then to Bob’s cousin Jeffery’'s home at
Lymington on the Solent — an interesting
exercise in navigation. From Lymington to
London through Brighton with its incredible
pier (did you know the tune of Brighton by
the Sea is/was the marching song of
Bendigo?). It was then time to come home
but not before a week on the garden island
of Singapore where Wendy and Bob met up
with eldest daughter Sarah for a restful stay
at the Tanglin Club. Back in Brisbane it was
crash out for four days; the jet lag and every
other sort of lag finally caught up!

Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword
also were UK bound on 17 August to visit
son Darryl, his wife Dianne and three
children who live at a small place called
Wendlebury (Peter says near Bichester
noth of Oxford). The UK Bates-
Brownswords were in the process of moving
to just out of Oxford where they have
purchased a house. Dianne works in Oxford
and had been commuting the considerable
distance from Wendlebury to Oxford. Much
of Peter and Barbara’s time was taken up
helping in the process of moving. (Aren't
they expert in that?) However, following that
they had a pleasant week in the beautiful
Lakes District in Cumbria then headed
South to Cornwall to visit old friends from
Peter's exchange days of 1980 to 1982.
Peter and Barbara were away about a
month and they fly Korean Airlines with a
very comfortable stop over in Seoul. Peter

says this UK trip has become something of
an annual event and will no doubt remain so
as long as they have children in that part of
the world.

Barry Lutwyche has also been doing a bit
of traveling but within our own broad
country. He drove down to Swan Hill to
spend a couple of nights with old mate
George Timmins and together with
George’s little dog they set out for Birdsville
via Cameron’s Corner in George's 4WD
pulling George’s camper van returning via
Tibooburra then on to Wilcannia and
George’s favorite fishing spot. Yes they
bagged a few fish — Yellow Bellys and Bony
Bream then back to Georges home for a
couple days recovery. The adventure wasn't
without its mishaps. Two days out and
George wrote off a tyre requiring a very
expensive replacement and his camper
trailer did in two wheel bearings.
Temperatures were 37 to 44 degrees every
day but it was a good trip says Barry.

Magna Carto comments — We havent seen
Gordon Haswell for a while and we have been
missing his characteristic cry of “Get to the ****
house boy.” He has been back in hospital with
both heart and lung problems again. He says that
he has been through two wars and this year has
been harder than both of them. We wish him all
the best and a speedy recovery back to his
noisy self.

VALE - LEST WE FORGET

Ed: Perhaps it is because it is nearly six months
since our last Bulletin that we have more than
the usual number of Vale reports. | confess that |
am very dependent on received email advice of
members who have passed away and
sometimes such advice is brief — just a line or
two. For some it is rather more extensive but this
should not reflect the level of esteem that with
which the deceased is held. In some cases | can
add my own reflection if | knew that person
reasonably intimately. In many cases, most
perhaps, | am indebted to the recent newsletters
of other State Associations.
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lan Charles ‘Ike’ Lever

Jim Wiltshire reports......

It is with sadness that | advise you of the
passing of 35751 WOL1 lan Charles "lke" Lever,
formerly of Wodonga, Vic, last night 23 May '09
at Hervey Bay Hospital in Qld. Ike had been
unwell for some time and had recently been
diagnosed with cancer and leukaemia but renal
failure contributed to his demise. Ike served with
the Royal Australian Survey Corps and served in
South Vietnam in the Australian Army Training
Team Vietnam from 16/3/68 - 11/3/69.

Ike was a strong member and advocate of
Legacy, Hervey Bay RSL Sub Branch, Tri-
Service Hervey Bay and Vietnam Veterans
Social Club until his health began to fail. Ike's
funeral was held at the Catholic Church Bryant
Street Hervey Bay at 1030 hrs 28 May 2009
followed by interral at the local cemetery.

The following is a record of Ike’'s service:
3108220 lan Charles Lever enlisted into the
CMF on 6 Feb 1953 with the rank of trooper He
then transferred to the CMF Regular Army
Supplement National Service on 27 April 1954
with regimental number 3721160. After NS
training he was posted to 2 Topo Svy Coy.
3/5751 lan Charles Lever transferred to the
Regular Army on 9 Sept 1954 and was allocated
to RASvy. High points of Ike’'s career are:

June '55 — March 56 School of Survey 7/55
Basic Course grad Dtmn Topo. Posted to AHQ
Svy Reqt.

Apr 58 — promoted Corporal.

Jul '61 — promoted Sergeant.

Oct '62 — promoted WO2.

Jun '64 — posted to School of Mil Svy.

Jan '67 — posted Army Svy Regt.

Mar '68 — posted as Admin WO AATTV

Mar '69 — posted Army Svy Regt, promoted WO1
Awarded two Vietnam medals, the LS&GCM
medal,.the US Meritorious Unit Commendation and
the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm nit Citation.
Sep '76 —discharged ARA

Oct '81 — Enlisted ARES posted Army Svy Regt.

Apr '85 — Awarded DFSM.

Jan '90 — posted HQ 3Div. Awarded AASM 45 — '75
Vietnam. Discharged 28/07/1991.

Ike was an avid supporter of the Association and
the Survey Corps and was a quite a character,
unfortunately now joining many of his mates. Ike
seemed most happy in greens with an SLR or a
beer in his hand.

Bob Purdan

Charlie Watson reported the death of one of
our esteemed WW?2 colleagues. Bob Purdam
passed away suddenly, but peacefully on 2 Dec
08 at the age of 85 Years. Bob Joined our
Canberra Association sometime in the early
1980's and has been a regular marcher at
ANZAC Day until the last few years when he has
taken advantage of the transport provided by the
RSL for older veterans at the march.

The following summary of Bob’s Army Service
was included in our Briefing notes to the
Governor General for the dedication of the
plaque at the AWM, for Survey Corps members
that served on war service.

Bob enlisted in Adelaide on 26 Oct 1942. His
initial training was at Northam WA with the
Artillery from Oct 42 to Feb 43 and then at East
Burwood & Darley Vic with Survey Corps
Training Depot from Feb 43 to Aug 43. Bob was
posted to 2 Field Survey Coy, Childers Qld, in
Sept 43. As a member No.1 Section, detached,
he landed at Lae on 26 Dec 1943. Bob worked
with various field parties from Finschafen to Sio
and Saidor and the Markham Valley. In Jul
1944 he was detached with an astrofix party to
HMAS Warrego, part of the US Seventh Fleet,
and did star observations at various islands
north of New Guinea and at Aitape and Morotai.
In Oct 1944 he was transferred to HMAS
Gascoyne, which was the lead vessel of the
Hydrograhic Group for the landings at Leyte
Gulf. He carried out star observations at Dio
Island in the Gulf, and then hydrographic
surveys of Leyte Gulf and Samar Island. Bob
returned to Australia in Feb 1945.

He subsequently rejoined his old Unit (2 FD Svy
Coy) in Bougainville in Aug 1945 and finally
returned to Australia in Nov 1945. Bob was one
of only a handful of Aust Army personnel that
served in the Philippines.

Subsequent to his war service, Bob was
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia on
26 Jan 85, for Public Service, particularly with
the Department of Aviation.

Bob’s funeral service was held in the Chapel of
Norwood Park Crematorium Sandford Street
Mitchell on 6 Dec 08.

Kevin Joseph Murphy

Kevin Joseph Murphy passed away on the 12"
July 2009. Kevin was born in Gympie in 1933
and spent his early childhood at Amaroor Forest
Station where his father was the forest ranger.
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After his father's death when Kevin was ten
years old the family moved to Gympie. He
completed his education at St Patrick’'s with the
Christian Brothers whom he greatly admired.

He pursued a tertiary education returning to
teach at Central School in 1954. From 1954 to
1957 he taught at a one teacher school at
Winfield near Bundaberg. He returned to Central
School in 1959 and transferred to Intermediate
School at Gympie State High School. From 1961
to 1966 he taught at Imbil in the Mary Valley.

Marrying in 1966 to Robyn Colburn he enlisted
into the Australian Army as an education Officer.
In due course a daughter Sara and a son Simon
were born. He served with the Army from 1966
to 1987, first as an education officer and then as
a surveyor after obtaining a degree in Applied
Science (Surveying) at the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology. Kevin transferred from
the Education Corps into RA Svy and not
surprisingly eventually became the CO/CI of the
School of Military Survey. His final posting was
SO1 Survey at Field Force Command Victoria
Barracks, Sydney. After twenty two years in the
army Kevin's life came a full circle when he
returned to Gympie in 1987 and purchased a
convenience store that soon became ‘Murphy’s
Store’

First and foremost a teacher he returned to
teaching at his beloved St Pat’s in late 1987 until
he retired in 1999 Since then he returned at
every opportunity and has retained contact with
the students and community there.

Throughout these years he raised his family and
is survived by his wife, Robyn, his children Sara
and Simon, his daughter in law Natalie and his
grandchildren Taylor and Madison. He will be
sadly missed.

Michael Robert Wagland ‘Wags’ passed away
unexpectedly on 25 October 2009. Aged 62
Wags was the beloved husband of Claire, much
loved father and father-in-law of Edwina, Joseph
and Mel. A celebration of Michael's life was held
in the Chapel of Norwood Park Crematorium,
Sandford Street, Mitchell on Friday 30 October
2009. Highlights of Wag's career are:

Jul ‘67 — enlisted ARA.

Dec '67 — School of Mil Svy — IET — Qual Svyr Topo
Jun '68 — Posted AHQ Svy Regt

May '71 — promoted sub Cpl

Sep '74 — promoted sub Sgt

Feb '76 — promoted sub SSgt

Oct '77 — appointed Lieutenant and posted Army Svy
Regt

Jan '80 — posted 4 Fd Svy Sgn — Troop Officer

Oct '81 — promoted Captain

Dec '81 — posted HQ 3 MD — SO3 Coord

Jul '83 — posted 4 Fd Svy Sgn —2IC

Dec '86 — promoted Major

Oct '93 - retired

Douglas William Bath.

Brian Mead reports...Doug Bath passed away
on 1 November 2009 aged 89.

Doug was a regular attendee on Anzac Day in
Perth and always traveled up from Bunbury for
the day. Doug served with the WW2 Units - 4 Fd
Svy Coy (Karrakatta) and later with 2/1 Aust
Army Topo Svy Coy (Overseas). Doug was a
good friend of the late Ray Sargeant. Leo
Clifford, who resides in Busstleton, laid a wreath
on behalf of the Association at Doug's funeral in
Bunbury.

Doug Malligan

Doug passed away in July 09. Doug was a quiet,
specialist Litho retoucher at Fortuna for many
years, a mentor to many and a fine gentleman.

Leslie Redman passed away in June this year
far too early, our sympathy to Ray and family.

Ted Morris

John Howard reports ...I've just been doing
some checking on the QLD RSL site for VN
Deaths, and have come across 29608 Sgt
Edward Morris, A section 1 Topo Survey Troop
17/1/68 to 14/1/69 in the Autumn 2008 Vale
section of the Newsletter. It would appear that
Ted was a member of the Currimbin/Palm
Beach RSL. There are no other details available
at this time.

Siegfried George Mehling “Siggy”

In 1950 Siggy joined the Survey Corps in WA
with three of his mates that were then posted to
Bendigo where they spent the next six years. He
applied for discharge but it took a year for that to
happen as the Army then realised that he had
not become an Australian citizen and was still a
German national in a time when it was still a bit
of a sensitive issue. Siggy went on to serve 30
years of surveying and draughting with the Main
Roads Board in Bendigo with some other
ExSurvey Corps members. He had a great
sense of humour, a strong accent and never
missed an Association function. He eventually
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gained citizenship and took on this country as
his own, proudly marching on Anzac Day. Siggy
died on 19 August and a number of Corps
members attended his funeral.

Ross McMillan MBE

Peter Jensen writes: Like many young sappers
of the late 1960 and early 1970s | was
excellently schooled in the knowledge and skills
of surveying and the work and traditions of the
Corps by the then WO2 McMillan. The thought
of being paraded before him for what we
believed was a minor infraction was almost too
much to imagine and invariably resulted in some
restriction of privileges which we no doubt
deserved. He certainly instilled the need for
discipline, = completeness, precision  and
accuracy in our work and | still remember the
half velocity of light to eight decimal places
(taught by Ross in his Tellurometer class) as if it
were my regimental number. Later | enjoyed his
comradeship, fellowship, wise counsel and
sound advice as a fellow officer. He did a great
deal of good for the Corps and its recorded
history through his excellent work for the
museum. His service was recognized in 1982 by
being awarded Member of the Order of the
British Empire (MBE). He will be sadly missed.

Stuart Symonds writes — On 14 August 2009 |
traveled with Al Derby to Wodonga to pay my
final respects to Ross McMillan, who at 69
succumbed on 11 August after a prolonged
battle with emphysema. The service was well
attended by his family and friends from his many
associations over the years. Amongst these
were Jim Jefferies, Noel Ticehurst, Mick Hogan,
Mick Bodman, Gordon Lowery & Neil Jones.

Sons John and Richard spoke on family life with
‘Rosco’ and it emerged that this relationship was
consistent with his relationships with friends and
workmates — ‘firm but fair’. It was evident that he
had an abundance of friends and was loved by
many. It was also evident that his allegiances
had not changed at all, despite having a
Victorian wife and a son who loves Aussie rules
and living in Victoria for close on 20 years He
still intensely disliked Aussie Rules and
Victorians (and probably Drafties) but still loved
the South Sydney Rabbitos Rugby League
team. The lounge room in the McMillan home
has a sign on the door “AFL-free Zone” and
Rosco left the church service to the strains of
the Rabbito’'s theme song. He has spent much
of his time since retirement from the Army,
restoring furniture which he sold from his

workshop, or gave away if customers were a
little down on their luck.

He could be a cranky bastard at times, but we all
had a fondness for him regardless - he will be
sadly missed. Condolences from fellow RASvy
members to Marie, John, Richard, Linda, David &
the extended McMillan Family.

Noel Sproles said in an email “Ross was held in
high regards by all who knew him. An infantry
General not known for mincing his words said of
Ross when he was a WO1. “l consider WO1
McMillan the finest WO1 in the army”

There are those of us who have happy
memories of Ross right from the Basic
Surveying Course and through his army life and
it was a pleasure both as a colleague and as a
friends to have known him.

Noel Ticehurst writes...My earliest recollection
of Ross was when Richard Jackson-Hope and |
returned to Balcombe from the Aerial Photo
Library at Albert Park to start our course. The
13/58 Basic Surveying Course commenced on
the 14th July 1958. Ross and | were marched
into the ClI's office to be told we couldn’t do the
course because we would have less than twelve
months to go to our discharge date from the end
of the course. We both agreed to sign on for six
years. This resulted in both of us being sent to
Royal Park Personnel Depot and discharged
from the Regular Army Special Reserve RASR
on 4th August 1958 as “Services no longer
required”. | remember Ross suggesting on the
night of the 4th; “Tonight’s the night, if we don’t
want to go through with the re-engagement, we
can be in another state before they realize we
are gone”.

We re-enlisted in the Australian Regular Army
on 5th August 1958 both with brand new
regimental numbers to learn.

Back at the School of Military Survey it fell to
WOII Jim Bownds and Sgt (Tuppy) Hayworth to
instill the surveying knowledge which Ross
learnt well, carried with him and passed on to
others throughout his Army career. He also
learnt the ethics of surveying and became a
stickler for doing the right thing
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE DETACHMENT
15T TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY TROOP IN
SOUTH VIETNAM; MAY 1966 TO MAY 1967 —
Bob Skitch

Ed: At the risk of being self indulgent | have
included this account of how Survey came to be
involved in the Vietnam conflict. It is in the form
of an address to the Survey Vietnam Veterans
Reunion in August of this year, an address that
wasn't given due to my departure overseas the
following morning.

My fellow Royal Australian Survey Corps
Vietham Veterans: First of all — my sincere
apologies for not being with you tonight and my
very best wishes that you have an enjoyable and
memorable two days together.

In May 1966 a detachment of the recently raised
1* Topographical Survey Troop departed
Sydney, Australia by sea and by air for South
Vietham. We were the first group of Survey
soldiers to serve in an active theatre of war
since the end of World War Two twenty one
years previous.

At the time of our departure for South Vietnam in
May 1966 the 1% Battalion of the Royal
Australian Regiment had already served a year
at Bien Hoa as part of the US 173" Airborne
Brigade. While the replacement of the 1%
Battalion by the 5" Battalion Royal Australian
Regiment then based at Holsworthy seemed
highly likely, it wasn't until the recently appointed
Prime Minister, Harold Holt, on his first day in
parliament, on the 8" March 1966 announced
that the Australian commitment to South
Vietham would be increased to a Task Force of
two battalions with supporting arms and
services.

So how did Survey come to fit into this
concept?

In October 1965 as a recently promoted
substantive captain in Brisbane | was appointed
to raise and command the 1% Topographical
Survey Troop in Sydney. | had little idea of either
what its role might be or the background behind
its formation. The latter is now well stated in Dr
Coulthard-Clark’s Survey Corps history.

| was aware that there had been in existence for
a couple of years a ‘paper’ Topographical
Survey Squadron, a Detachment of which was
largely based at the AHQ Survey Regiment in

Bendigo but with a Sydney located OC. It was a
‘shadow posted’ unit, that is, it owned no troops.
Those shown on its strength belonged to an
existing Australian Support Area unit, namely,
the AHQ Survey Regiment.

The Troop to be raised would comprise three
officers and thirty nine other ranks and, with the
exception of the OC it would be a ‘loaned back’
unit. ‘Loan back’ was a little different from its
‘shadow posted’ predecessor. The Troop would
own its soldiers but they would be ‘loaned back’
to the units from whence they came, principally
the Eastern Command Field Survey Unit at
Randwick, Sydney and the AHQ Survey
Regiment in Bendigo.

On the 25" October 1965 | arrived in Sydney by
train to be met and welcomed by a cheery
Survey Corps corporal (who | believe is present
here tonight) and taken to Randwick to
command a unit that effectively had no troops. It
had an establishment and | was provided with a
listing of soldiers to be posted against the Troop
but loaned back to their originating units. Many
were still engaged on survey field operations in
NSW and elsewhere.

In October 1965 there was absolutely no
mention of Vietham and it was to be some
months before the possibility of deployment to
that theatre arose.

| had great support from my more senior
colleagues. First there was my Director, Colonel
Donald Macdonald, who had engineered this
whole enterprise and | refer you to Dr Coulthard-
Clarke’s history. Then there was Major Bob
Hammett, a WW2 Survey veteran, DAD Survey
Headquarters Eastern Command who gave me
a great deal of personal support, and finally
Captain Ted Laker also a WW2 Survey veteran
who was unstinting in his support and advice
over the weeks that were to follow.

My  principal role rapidly became an
administrative one. The Troop was a Field Force
unit, the only one in the Corps. As such, all
soldiers had to achieve ‘Draft Priority One (DP1)’
administrative standard and be medically
classified ‘Fit for Service Everywhere (FE)'. Very
few posted to the Troop satisfied both
requirements.

| found my own security classification had been
upgraded to ‘secret’ and as such | had access to
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the ‘contingency plans’ on which army
deployments were based in those days. | found
that the Troop had been written into contingency
plans for Thailand, Malaysia, New Guinea,
maybe others — but not Vietham; in fact Vietnam
did not get a mention despite the fact that we
had a battalion there already.

Christmas was closing in and | floated an idea
that to my surprise was quickly accepted. | put
forward a proposal that all 42 members should
be pulled together in the new year and undergo
four weeks of military training at Holdsworthy
under the auspices of the 1 Task Force. The
proposal was accepted with some enthusiasm
by the Task Force Headquarters and fully
supported by our Director, Colonel Macdonald.
On the 7" February with about two thirds of our
strength we commenced training under the
tutelage of two infantry warrant officers, one
from the Task Force Headquarters and one from
5 RAR finishing with a tactical exercise at
‘Broken Bridge'. Lots of warries came out of that
experience.

At Broken Bridge

It was only a few days after the ‘war’ at Broken
Bridge concluded that Prime Minister Harold
Holt announced that our commitment to South
Vietnam would be upgraded to a Task Force of
5,000 soldiers based on the two infantry
battalions, 5RAR from Sydney and 6RAR from
Brisbane. Would Survey be involved? Nothing
was said.

A side benefit of our period at Holsworthy with
the 1% Task Force, soon to become the 1%
Australian Task Force was that | came to know
the officers and staff of the Headquarters with
whom | was to serve in Vietnam, including the
clerks and Q wallers. Many of the latter were
older soldiers with that traditional ‘Q’ attitude and
| recall wondering how they would fare in

Vietnam — were they up to it? Of course they
were and they all performed magnificently.

About a week later on a wet and blustery
Sydney afternoon | was called into Major
Hammett's office in Victoria Barracks and told
that a call from our Director that afternoon
confirmed that a detachment of the Troop
comprising one officer and sixteen other ranks
would be deployed to South Vietham with the
Task Force.

The days that followed were incredibly busy —
there was much to be done especially on the Q
front. It was late afternoon on the following
Friday that | assembled all remaining Troop
personnel in the recreation room and after giving
a carefully prepared preamble read out the short
list of those who were to be assigned to the
Detachment for service in Vietnam. Thinking
back on this signal event | can still feel the
tension in that room. Perhaps some were
relieved not to be included and others
disappointed. Perhaps some who were selected
had misgivings, especially the married
members. They had the weekend to tell their
wives. The ten technical personnel selected
were:

WO2 David Christie
Sergeant Stan Campbell
Sergeant Dave King
Corporal Jim Roberts
Corporal Dennis Duquemin
Corporal Des Ceruti
Corporal Barry Parker
Sapper Derek Chambers
Sapper Brian Firns

Sapper Joe O’'Connor
Sapper Ron Smith, a National Serviceman

Other Survey Corps personnel allocated
externally were:

WO2 Snow Rollston from Northern Command
Field Survey Unit — to be promoted to WO1,;
Corporal Alan Carew the Technical Storeman,
Sapper Stan Johns the Map Storeman and a
veteran of the Korean war;

Sapper John Campbell as batman/driver whom
we all knew affectionately as ‘Boots’, and

Private Brunning our cook.

Cpl Barry Parker was withdrawn for
compassionate reasons and served in Vietnam
at a later time. His position was taken by
National Serviceman Cpl Peter Clarke who
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caught up with us during Battle Efficiency
Training at Canungra.

Departure of the HMAS Sydney

And so the weeks rolled on. Frenetic
preparation, battle efficiency three weeks at
Canungra and finally we left Australia, Sergeant
Stan Campbell and Spr Brian Firns on the
HMAS Sydney with our stores on the 25" May
and the rest of us by Qantas charter out of
Richmond at midnight on the 26" of May 1966.
On the 27" May we were on the sands of the
Vung Tau back beach awaiting our further
deployment to what was to become known as
Nui Dat or ‘The Dat’ to many. We were there but
with much to follow.

Our detachment moved from Vung Tau to Nui
Dat two days after the Headquarters and our
allocated location was little more that 50 metres
east of the HQ. By the standards prevailing at
the time at Nui Dat we were well
accommodated. Our technical area, Q and map
store and orderly room in our 11 x 11 tents
lightweight that had arrived on the HMAS
Sydney and our soldiers in Tents Portable
Survey, a uniquely Survey Corps thing, that
proved to be far better than the combat shelters
in general use around the headquarters during
those first few weeks. It was to be many weeks
before the 16 x 16 tents with flies came into the
theatre and which prevailed throughout the six
year campaign. Australian soldiers being never
short of initiative acquired other lumps of canvas
and plastic sheeting to supplement their shelters
and in those early days the task force area
resembled more a refugee camp than an army
establishment. Supplies were slow to arrive from
Australia. | was thankful that whoever put
together our Q Series table had included
effective tentage.

The Det at Nui Dat — early days

Our technical role rapidly developed in both
support mapping and field survey, the latter
being directed to the needs of Artillery, but also
some map control. We undertook the theatre
grid responsibility down to battery level. 131
Divisional Locating Battery allocated us five of
their artillery surveyors from their survey section,
the OC of which was Lieutenant Peter Sadler
who had been a Survey Corps sapper only a
couple of years before. That supplement was
very useful and stayed with us throughout the
following months. Field work of any sort required
infantry protection. If we were lucky a section
from one of our two battalions might be allocated
but often a section from the local AAVN. AAVN
protection was questionable. Mostly they were
there with radios blaring and with a tendency to
melt away into the ‘fog of war as the day
progressed.

Another significant field task that commenced in
July and continued throughout 1966 and 1967
was the detailed Cantonment Survey of Nui Dat
and later the ALSG at Vung Tau yielding a
multiplicity of base maps and plans.

August was a somewhat iconic month. In early
August | became aware of a proposal originating
from where | could only guess, to return the
Detachment to Australia and replace our
soldiers with clerks, cooks and bottle washers.
The Task Force ceiling was pegged to 5,000
and it was very evident that we were short of
administrative people. The paperwork doesn’t
diminish in a theatre of war. | was appalled at
the thought and took it up with senior officers but
found everyone very tight-lipped. After a week or
two | was advised that the Task Force
Commander, Brigadier O.D. Jackson, had very
forcefully scotched the notion. It wasn't the first
time nor would it be the last that Jackson gave
the Detachment his strong support.

On 17 August at 0240h the Task Force area was
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mortared. Mortars (82mm) fell mainly in the
maintenance and reinforcement unit areas
directly east of Nui Dat hill. The headquarters
area remained unscathed; however, immediately
following ‘dispersal’ became the priority.

And then in the late afternoon the major contact
by D Company 6RAR with the Viet Cong 445
Provincial Battalion with elements of the 275"
VC Regiment and alarmingly, the PAVN 5"
Division in what was formally titled ‘Operation
Smithfield” and became known as the Battle of
Long Tan, took place. Much has been written
and said about that and all that | can contribute
is that it was a surreal and somewhat bizarre
situation — the Little Pattie/Col Joye concert, the
violent rainstorm and the thunderous artillery.
The contact was made at 1600 hours and the
artillery barrage lasted till near midnight.

Dispersal put my little unit on the move and
some days later we marched our tents and
equipment up the hill to the eastern end of
Ingleburn Avenue where the Troop was to
remain for the following five years. Soon after |
had a visit from an angry OC of 103 Signals
Squadron who believed we were occupying
territory rightfully belonging to 103. | stood my
ground on the premise that possession is nine
tenths of the law and so we remained. Then the
building program commenced and continued
over the ensuing months.

Stan Johns, Ken Slater, Bob Skitch, ? Dennis
Duquemin, Loc Bty svyr, Loc Bty svyr: Seated —
Brian Ferns, Alan Carew, Boots Campbell, Loc Bty
Svyr. At completion of first self built work hut. Oct
1966.

In November our largest field task commenced,
titted Operation Trisider — to connect all ARVN
batteries to theatre grid. The request to do so
came from the US Headquarters 2" Field Force
Vietnam, our superior US headquarters.

Christmas arrived and we were flooded with gifts
of money and food parcels from survey units
around Australia — all greatly appreciated. And
then 1967 and our work continued both in the
field and in the office.

Significant equipment increases that took place
during 1966 were the acquisition of two Zeiss
Stereotope plotters that greatly enhanced our
photogrammetric ability and of course the
screen printing equipment with Sgt Evan Giri,
Cpl Ken Slater and Spr Les Wellins, then
supplemented later by National Service Sapper
Lindsay Rotherham for six weeks who really
taught us how to use that versatile but
temperamental process — screen printing. On
both counts we never looked back.

| will say little more. The pattern of work both in
the office and in the field continued through
1967 and although field work diminished so | am
told, draughting work did not. One of our
strengths was the degree of cross-training of our
personnel. Most surveyors were very adequate
compilation draughtsmen. At times our two
draughtsmen and even screen printers applied
themselves to light keeping.

With the arrival of our first replacement
personnel into the Detachment that had become
‘A’ Section 1% Topographical Survey Troop
earlier that month, our original sixteen started to
RTA. | finally departed on the 13" May, handing
over administrative command to Lieutenant
Keith McCloy awaiting the arrival of the new OC,
Captain Alex Laing in June.

For the purpose of this address my story ends
here. | have written extensively of that first year
in Vietham and maybe one day it might be
published. My heartfelt thanks go to those
sixteen wonderful and dedicated soldiers of the
Survey Corps who accompanied me to South
Vietnam in May 1966 and who worked and lived
through hardship that can hardly be overstated
during that first year......... Bob Skitch
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WHAT DID WE DO - Tim Allanson

1971 -5 Fd Svy Sgn —Project D3/71 - Western Australia
—Kimberleys — Bathurst and Melville Islands — Hor control
Aerodist.

Persons taking part: OC Maj. T.C.(Clem) Sargent, Ops
O Capt. Noel Sproles (det. from Canberra), WO1 Spike
Jones, WO1 Bob McKenna (aerodist master operator), Sgt
Barry (Peanuts) Parker (Op Room), Sgt Ray Sargent (Q
Store), Sgt Tony Waldon, Cpl Bob Atkinson, Cpl Werner
Kuhnle, Cpl Bill Kemp, Cpl Pete Biorac ? Pete (Emu)
Osterhage ? Mick Venn ? Phil Boyle’ Spr Bob McCarthy
(NS svyr) Spr Kieth Breahny (NS Dtmn), Spr Rod Moss,
Spr Tim Allanson, Spr Don Maskew, Spr Al (Alzo)
Rossow, Spr Pete Colewell, Spr (George) Lindsey Clarke,
Spr Kieth Wilkinson, Spr Brian Silver, Spr Terry (TJ)
Wicker, Spr Don Musgrave? Spr Chris Dixon, Spr Cliff
Webb, Spr Brett Van Leeuwin ? Spr John Gilbert, Cpl
Johnny (Whiskey) Walker, Cpl Frank Yates ? Peter (PJ)
Bowen? Spr Phil Bray — air photography ? Mick Bancroft
(all survey personnel aerodist remote and/or records
(interpreting data).

1972 - 8 Fd Svy Sqn — PNG Popondetta — Formation of
Unit.

Persons taking part: To be added: Spr Ted Van
Ginneken, Pte Sandy Savos (NS stmn until demise of NS).

1974 -5 Fd Svy Sqn — Gading 4 — Indonesia (Sumatra)
— Hor control Aerodst, ver control barometric heighting.
Persons taking part: OC Maj. Alex Laing, Capt. Peter
Bates-Brownsword, Lt Fred Brown, WO1 Bob McKenna
(aerodist master operator)? WO2 Daryl Hockings, SSgt
Bill Van Malenstien — IC heighting parties, Spr Brian (Wild
Bill) Cosford? Pete (Emu) Osterhage? Brian Partridge, Spr
Tim Allanson, Spr (George) Lindsey Clarke, Spr Bob (Half
Track) McKay? Al Rossow’ Sgt Ray Sargent (Tpt ?) WO2
Noel Clutterbuck (Q Store) ? Rusty Williams.

1975- 5 Fd Svy Sqn — Gading 5 — Indonesia (Sumatra)
— Hor control — Geoceiver (when it worked). Ver control
barometric heighting.

Persons taking part: OC Maj Alex Laing SSgt Dennis
Duquemin — IC heighting parties WO2 Daryl Hockings Spr
Paul (Fluffy) Cheater - heighting Spr Darcy Voltz -
heighting Spr Tim Allanson — heighting Spr Bob (Half
Track) McKay - heighting Cpl Brian (Wild Bill) Cosford -
heighting Cpl Al Kavanah — GC party, heighting Cpl Cliff
Webb — GC party, heighting Cpl Brian Partridge — GC
party ? Cpl Kev (Spook) Kennedy — camera op ? Spr John
Gilbert - GC party ?

1976 — 2 Fd Svy Sgn — Cenderawasih 76 — Indonesia
(Irian Jaya) — Hor control with Geoceiver, Ver control with
APR.

Persons taking part: OC Maj Don Swiney, SSM WO1
Bob Mason, 2Lt Ellis — GC party and satirical cartoonist,
WO2 Chris Parkinson — GC party, records ? Wally Chilcott
— GC Party, Cpl Tim Allanson —records, Cpl Phil
Bannister — Ops room, GC party, Spr Jamie Lyle — GC

party, Sgt Chris Parkinson — GC party, records Sgt Kev
O’Halloran — GC party, Sgt Bruce Cockburn (Tpt NCO).

1977 — 2 Fd Svy Sgn —Cenderawasih 77 — Indonesia
(Irian Jaya) — Hor control with Geoceiver, Ver control with
APR. High Altitude mapping photography.

Persons taking part: OC Maj Don Swiney, Ops O Capt
Don Maskew, Cpl Tim Allanson —Ops room, records Spr
Bruce (Happy) Hammond - camera operator spot
photography, Spr Jamie Lyle — GC party, SSgt John
Scharber — GC party, Spr Paul Leskovic — GC party, Spr
Paul Trent — GC party, Cpl(?) Neville (Ned) Kelly — GC
party? Doug Gay — APR operator, SSgt Butch Winterflood
—from Canberra to oversee high alt photo, Sgt Alan Derby
— GC party, SSgt Greg Chambers — GC party, Cpl Rusty
Williams — GC party, Sgt Kev O;Halloran — GC party, Spr
Billy Choy — GC party, Sgt(?) Peter Jensen — GC party.
Operation was marred by the crash of an Iroquois
helicopter with the death of its pilot.

1979 - 2 Fd Svy Sgn — Pattimura 79 — Indonesia (
Sulawesi) - Hor control with Geoceiver, Ver control with
APR.

Persons taking part: OC Maj Stan Campbell, OpsO Capt
Peter Raue, Cpl Tim Allanson — Ops room, records Sgt(?)
Kev O’Halloran — GC party, Spr Paul Leskovic ? — GC
party, Spr Paul Trent— GC party? Mark Westbrook — GC
party ? Bruce Bowers — GC party, Spr Billy Choy — GC
party, Spr Brett Throssell - GC party, Cpl Wally Chilcott —
GC party, Spr John Ratcliffe — GC party, Sgt ? Doug Gay
— APR operator, Cpl (?) Steve Gloster — camera operator
? Cam Chapman — GC party? Brian (Wild Bill) Cosford —
GC party ? Stevo Hinic

1983 — 1Fd Svy Sqn — Aright 1983 — Queensland (Cape
York Peninsula) — Hor control with Geoceiver.

Persons taking part: OC Maj Daryl Hocking, Ops O/SSM
WO1 Alex Cairney, WO2 Don Musgrave, Sgt Tim Allanson
— Ops room, records, SSgt Cam Chapman — GC party,
Spr Paul Cheater — GC party.

LIST OF RASVY ASSOCATION (QLD BRANCH)
MEMBERS AT 1 DEC 2009

LIFE MEMBERS (X24)
ANDERSON, Ed
ANDERSON, Les
BLAIN, Milton
BROCK, Jim
CAMERON, Curly
COOK, Garney
COOPER, Doover
DEVENCORN, Lionel
EVANS, Austin
FISHER, Neville
GRAY, John
KUBLER, Darby
LAFFERTY, Bill
LAMBERT, Jeff
LANCASTER, Chris
LONG, Percy
MCCLURE, Artie
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MOODY, Kevin
PARKINSON, Stuart
SHAW, Ken

SKITCH, Bob pdf
SMITH, Les
THOROGOOQOD, Frank
VAN SENDEN, Col

HONORARY MEMBERS (X4)
CHAMBERS, Lorraine
LAING, Dawn

STEDMAN, Joan

TODD, Gloria

ORDINARY MEMBERS (FINANCIAL
POST SEP 2009) (X52)

2014 ANDERSON, Dave pdf
2017 ANDERSON, Greg

2012 ASHBY, John pdf
2012 BARRIE, John pdf

2010 BATES-BROWNSWORD, Peter
2010 BEARD, John

2011 BLASKETT, Peter pdf
2016 BOWERS, Bruce pdf
2010 BOYD, Bill

2011 BROAD, Barry

2010 CAIRNEY, Alex pdf
2010 CAMPBELL, Stan

2010 COSFORD, Brian pdf
2013 CREEDY, Adrian pdf
2011 CROSS, Peter

2011 DOWD, Graeme pdf

2012 GEE, Tony
2010 GILBERT, John

2011 GILL, Jim pdf
2010 GLANVILLE, Alan

2011 GORDON, Bruce pdf
2011 GREGOR, Dennis pdf
2012 HARGREAVES, Colin pdf

2011 HOOK, John
2012 HUTCHINGS, lan

2010 KAVANAGH, Alan pdf
2010 KAY, John

2010 KNIGHT Greg pdf
2010 KNOTT, Penny

2010 LUTWYCHE, Barry pdf
2010 LYLE, Jamie pdf

2012 LYONS, Ken
2010 McCOSKER, Michael
2010 MCMILLAN-KAY, Robert

2011 O'SHANNESSY, Dave pdf
2012 OFFER, Rod pdf
2011 OSTERHAGE, Peter

2010 PATTERSON, Lloyd pdf

2012 READ, lan
2012 SANKEY, David
2010 SHIPLEY, Rowan

2010 SMALL, Grant pdf
2010 SMITHWICK, Ross pdf
2012 SOUTAR, Diana pdf
2010 THISELTON, lan pdf

2011 THUN, Wolfgang

2012 TIMMINS, George pdf
2012 TURNER, Jeff

2010 VIRTUE, Alan

2010 WESTON, Kym pdf
2012 WETZIG, Bruce

2010 WINTERFLOOD, Douglas

NON-FINANCIAL MEMBERS (>2YRS) (X28)

2009 BALL, Peter pdf
2009 BELLETTE, Bruce

2009 CHAPMAN, Robert pdf
2008 CHILCOTT, Wally pdf
2008 DUNIAM, Michael pdf
2008 ELLEM, Tony pdf
2009 FITZGERALD, lan pdf
2008 FOXWELL, John pdf
2009 HARDER, Tony pdf
2009 HEBBLETHWAITE, David pdf
2008 HOCKINGS, Daryl pdf
2008 HOPES, Paul pdf
2009 HUMPHREY, James pdf
2009 HUNTER, John pdf

2009 HUTCHINGS, Warner

2008 JACKSON-HOPE, Richard  pdf
2008 JOHNSON, Brian pdf
2008 MINELLI, Bronette pdf
2009 MITCHELL, Peter

2008 MOORHEAD, Col

2009 OPDAM, Hank pdf
2008 PARKER, Barry pdf
2009 PARTRIDGE, Brian pdf
2009 RODRIGUEZ, Peter pdf
2009 SYMMONS, Mick

2009 TICEHURST, Noel pdf
2009 WILSON, Bryan pdf
2009 WILSON, Steven pdf

NON-FINANCIAL MEMBERS (<2YRS) (X15)
2006 BETTRIDGE, John pdf

2007 CATTELL, John

2001 CONROY, Robert

2006 COOK, Jim pdf

2007 HENDRICK, Dawn

2005 HENRY, Andrew

2006 JOHNSTON, Dave pdf
2006 LANGEBERG, Perry

2007 MITCHELL, Jim pdf
2005 RADFORD, Daryn pdf

2005 SARGEANT, Kalen
2004 SMITH, John

2006 STANMORE, Derek pdf
2003 WARWICK, Peter pdf
2006 WILLIS, Doug pdf

POSTSCRIPT — The PNG Plaque

We now seem to be within a spit of pulling it off.
The Port Moresby RSL has finally taken
ownership of it (with support from AL Surveys)
and the NCDC has promised a positive
response before Christmas. Perhaps next
ANZAC Day.
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Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner -
United Service Club - 26 June 2009
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Wendy Skitch, Rock Thiselton

Col Moorhead, Grant Small Dawn Laing, Peter James, Peter Bates-Brownsword



Survey Vietnam Veterans Dinner at Greenmount last August
This is but a small selection of the many photos taken on that occasion

Barry Parker, John Willis
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Beth & Grant Small, Helen Campbell Dave Collins, Anne & Max Neil

Frank Thorogood, Stan Campbell Geroge Graham, Bob McMillian Kay




Survey Vietnam Veterans Dinner at Greenmount last August

Hilary & Lloyd Patterson Ken Slater, Les Wellins

Ken Slater, Stan Campbell

General Peter Cosgrove giving his address



Military Map Makers Dinner — October 2009

Top Table — Ken Lyons, Lt Matthew Dobney, Kate Dobney, Lt Ben Kreis, Lt Rheanna Vehlow,
Maj Tom Grice, lan Hutchings Barbara Bates-Brownsword
Front table — Tanya Muzeen, WO2 Mick Muzeen

WOI1 Peter Coles, Ross Smithwick, Darelle Smithwick, Kerryn Chambers, Lorraine Chambers
Sgt Penny Knott, Bethaney Lawler (Penny’s daughter)

Brian Johnson, Colin Hargreaves, Barry Lutwyche,
Esme Eustace, Tanya Muzeen, WO2 Mick Muzeen
Rear standing — Peter Bates-Brownword, Greg Knight
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