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FORTH-COMING EVENTS

Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner (92™ RA Survey Anniversary Dinner) at the United Service
Club is scheduled for Thursday 28" June 2007, 1900 for 1930h. The three course gourmet meal cost
is likely to be $60.00 per head. Again this year your Association will meet the cost of beverages before
and during dinner. Our booking of the Royal Room at the United Service Club needs to be confirmed
as early as possible. RSVP our secretary Barry Lutwyche by 18 June by phone 07 3264 2191 or
preferably email — barrylutwyche@hotmail.com or sec.gld@rasurvey.org. (Bob Skitch will be away much of
June) Accommodation is available at the club at reasonable rates, Ph 07 3831 4433. Ed’s note: We
had intended to hold the dinner on Friday the 6" July but brought it forward a week to avoid a clash with the
Canberra AWM ceremony shown below. Unfortunately in doing so we lost the option of the Friday night.

Dedication of a plaque at the Australian War Memorial honouring the RA Survey units that
served on active service (WW1, WW2, Vietham) The event will take place at 11.00am on Monday
9™ July 2007 in the Western Courtyard of the AWM, off Limestone Avenue. We apologise for the late
formal notice of this important event although | suspect word of it has passed around. Final advice
from Canberra has been with us less than a month. The plaque at the AWM will be unveiled by the
Governor General and followed by a short service of dedication with music by the RMC Military Band
and then light refreshments in the foyer of the AWM (cost $22.00 per head). Queensland Association
members are encouraged to be present.

CALENDAR FOR 2007

28 June (Thursday) Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner (92™ RA Survey Anniversary Dinner) at the
United Service Club

9 July (Monday) RA Survey Plaque dedication in Canberra at the Australian War Memorial

1 Sept (Saturday) Reunion Lunch and AGM at the Gaythorne RSL

October Military Mapmakers Dinner at Enoggera
11 Nov(Sunday) Unveiling and Dedication of 1/5 Fd Svy Coy Memorial Plaque at Kilcoy
November Derek Chambers Award presentation at 1 Topo. Date TBA

THE ASSOCIATION BERET
WE HAVE IT AND IT LOOKS GREAT! — just in the nick of time a week before Anzac Day when it was worn
with pride by a larger number, both here and in NSW. Even some in WA are expressing interest as being a
more appropriate head-dress for formal occasions than the ‘base-ball cap’. Cost $30.00 incl post. Please place
orders including your head size with Secretary Barry Lutwyche. Congratulations to Ross Smithwick on
his patience and persistence in resolving this difficult issue of ‘the right colour’

The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (Queensland) acknowledges the generous sponsorship and
support of Pioneer Surveys Pty Ltd
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HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN - Electronic or Australia Post?
A large number of our members have indicated that the are quite happy to receive our Bulletin electronically in
PDF and this has reduced our hard copy post-out to about 50 copies. Should you wish to change your mind —

either way — please advise our secretary Barry Lutwyche by phone (3264 2191) or email (preferred)

barrylutwyche@hotmail.com or sec.qgld@rasurvey.org.

\ OUR HISTORY PROJECT — What did we do over all those years — 1946- 1996?

| continue to canvass support for this worthwhile project. Our collective memory can fill in many gaps
but it is fading with the passing of years. It is ten years since the disbandment of the Corps we as
individuals served, the Corps that gave such outstanding service to our nation for eighty-one years.
We need to record what each of the units did over the fifty years following the end of WW2. It really is
a simple exercise. | have had responses from Clem Sargent, Noel Sproles, John Bullen, Charlie
Watson, Alex Cairney, Percy Long, Richard Jackson-Hope, Ted Laker, Ross McMillan, Barry
Lutwyche, Kym Weston, Graeme Baker, Arthur Hensen and Roger Rees in Defence (DIGO) The
major gap area is after 1980. The following is the preferred format but | am just as happy to receive
your input listed down the page — pen and ink is OK. Please give this matter some thought. Every bit
helps ....Alternatively, you can enter your data on our website — www.rasurvey.orq

YR | UNIT OPERATION DURATION | LOCATION | NATURE OF WORK PERSONS TAKING PART OTHER
PROJECT UNDERTAKEN INFORMATION
19 N Cmd | No name On-going Qld - Control for 1”to 1 mile | Capt EU (Ed) Anderson OC, | Arrived May at
56 Fd Svy Macrossan, mapping - 4th order WO2 Blue Hunter, Sgts Macrossan. Sect
Sect Charters triangulation, Snow Ralston, Jeff Lambert, | had not returned
Towers, .... Intersection, resection, | Garney Cook, Cpls Ted to Brisbane since
(plane table) baro Miller, Geoff Helsham, Sprs | sometime in
heighting Sam Chambers, Brian 1955. Xmas in
Berkery, Bob Skitch. the field........

John Hogan has asked what has happened to all those diaries and reports so religiously maintained
by field personnel and collected and filed at the end of each field trip— at least in Central Command
(Adelaide)? It is a fair question — what had happened to them? | do not recall diaries of that type being
maintained in either Central or Northern Commands nor by the Regiment’s Topo Squadron. But of
course there were other records and reports. Somehow they seem to have evaporated or become so
buried in Defence archives that they are lost forever.




NOTICES

VIETNAM - A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob
McMillan-Kay.

Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay at a
cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend this
highly successful book of Bob’s Vietnam
experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane,
Maryborough, Qld, 4650.

LAST FRIDAYS

Last Fridays continue at the Gaythorne RSL
with increasing patronage. Pop along and have
a beer or a softie with your mates.

| ANZAC DAY 2007

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA

Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) at
$60.00 plus postage of $11.50 which includes cost
of a padded postal bag.

ASSOCIATION BADGE

Association badges are still available from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association. Place your orders with
Barry Lutwyche and we will try to satisfy them.

ASSOCIATION TIE or SCARF

Cost is $20.00 and $7.00 postage for each. We
suggest you place your order directly with the Ex
Fortuna Association, Tracey Phillips, emalil
phipsys@bigpond.com or phone Barry Lutwyche.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
PLAQUE: The Ex-Fortuna Association has
purchased some of the original RA Svy plaques.
Thes are available from Ex Fortuna Secretary
Tracey Phillips, 03 5442 0263; 03 5449 6330 (AH);
email phipsys@bigpond.com. Price on application.
The Ex Fortuna Association is arranging to have an
Association Plaque produced featuring a badge
similar to our Association lapel badge.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2006 — 2007
‘Don’t go to sleep on your membership!’

Keep in touch with you Survey Corps mates by
being a paid-up member of your Association.
Our financial year runs from Sept to Sept.
Subscription is but $10.00 per year. We encourage
you to pay three years in advance (or more if you
wish). Subscription is waived for veterans 75 and
over who have been standing paid-up members of
our Association. Pay-time was at the AGM 2 Sept
06 — but it is not too late now!

From all accounts Anzac Day 2007 was a great
success, enhanced somewhat by our long
awaited berets, proudly worn by most of our
Brisbane marchers. The day started with the
Dawn Service at the 6™ Engineer Support
Regiment, 7" Squadron Cenotaph at Enoggera
Barracks with our Vice President Alex Cairney
laying our Association wreath. The usual
breakfast followed at the Engineer’s
Sportman’s Club following which members
made their way to the City for the march.

Roll Call of Marchers

Banner Party provided by 1 Topo Svy Sgn
SGT Terry Malone

CPL Jason Bevis

CPL Matthew Ciszewski

CPL Philip Simpson

SPR Joe Cleary

Main contingent (25 including 15 purple berets):
John (Jock) Kay (leader)

Derek Stanmore (theodolite bearer)

John Ashby

John (Jim) Beard (left his RAA mates for us this
year)

Phil Brookes (ex RAAOC Chief Clerk at ASR who
has marched with us previously)

Tom Bryce (son of Governor Quentin Bryce and
grandson of ex RASVY WW2 member, Tom Bryce.
Both of Tom's brothers have marched with us in
recent years)

Alex Cairney ( unable to march but was at the FUP
with berets and took photo's)

Wally Chilcott

Brian Cosford

Michael Duniam

lan Fitzgerald

Tony Gee

Brian Johnson

David Johnston



Barry Lutwyche

Bronette Minelli

Lee Palfrey

John Palfrey (ex AABC and father of Lee)
Todd Reynolds

Spencer Rigby

Rowan Shipley

Ross Smithwick

Mary Ann Thiselton

Les Wellins

Andrew Wellins (son of Les)
Nicholas Wellins (grandson of Les)

RSL Gaythorne

Function attended by many of above, some
accompanied by spouses/partners Also attending
were:

Bruce Bellette

Jim Gill (arm in plaster, recovering from recent
surgery)

Robyn Tangey

LTCOL Bill Thomson, CO 6 ESR and former OC 1
Topo Svy Sgn

MAJ Dave Sapparth, OC 1 Topo Svy Sgn

WO2 Peter Coles, SSM 1 Topo Svy Sgn

Several other 1 Topo Svy Sqn members whose
names are unknown to me.

A good ANZAC Day.....Barry Lutwyche.

Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword were
unexpectedly called to Sydney as a result of the
passing Barbara’s mother just before Anzac day.
Both attended the Anzac march in Sydney which
this year was well attended. Again our berets
proved very popular.

THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
MUSEUM

‘ THE BRIBIE BARBECUE AT THE GEES

Again this year our opening function was the
well attended gourmet barbecue at the
beautiful home of Tony and Loretta Gee on
Sunday 25" March. Tony and Loretta are
perfect hosts with Tony quite the chef with the
cooking irons.

Those attending were: John and Cheryl Hook;
Peter and Irene Blaskett; Dave and Marilyn
Anderson; John and Kay Foxwell; Peter and
Barbara Bates-Brownsword; Bruce and Ann
Bowers; Stan and Helen Campbell; Grant and
Beth Small; lan and Mary-Ann Thistleton; Jock
Kay and Chris Sparrow; Jim and Marianne Gill;
Jim and Sandra Beard; Kym and Faye Weston
and last but not least, Alex Cairney. A
wonderful day was had by all. Photos in the
Photo Gallery

The March issue of 'Magna Carto’ provides
lengthy coverage of the Corps Museum at the
School of Military Engineering, Moorebank,
NSW and the need for Survey Association
members to make a commitment of time to get
the collection stored in packing cases fully
catalogued and on display. Both Don Swiney
and Gary Warnest make an impassioned plea
to State Associations to support the sending of
two members to Moorebank at a time to be
arranged to carry out this essential work.

Clearly since then a good deal has happened
as attested by the three photos below sent to
me and others by Peter Raue. | understand
that this is the work of the Geomatic Wing of
SME. But there is much more to do -
accession register, photographing, cataloguing.
Peter's email reads ‘Hello everyone. Here are
some photos of the museum collection taken
tonight (9 May 07) Regards...Peter Raue




ANZAC DAY AT MOUNT MONGANUI, NEW
ZEALAND

Bob Skitch’s name is notably absent from the
Anzac Day roll call above. This is because Bob
and Wendy have spent the past month (20 Apr-
21 May) in New Zealand. Bob reports that he
attended Anzac Day at Mount Monganui on the
east coast of the North Island. Contrary to
some comment he had heard in recent times,
our Kiwi cousins fully embrace the traditions of
Anzac Day; very seriously and very
appropriately. The Mount Monganui Anzac
Memorial is on a headland overlooking the
beach in the shadow of the Mount itself. The
service was conducted against the sound of
waves lapping the shore below. The Salvos
provided music with a school choir leading the
singing. The march itself was quite short in
deference to the age of the veteran marchers —
nearly all WW2 veterans. Despite this the
Parade Marshal, Staff Sergeant Darryl Eru of
the 6" Hauraki Regiment had them all toe the
line and execute proper drill movements.

The service opened with the singing of the
Australian National Anthem - Advance
Australia Fair, lustily sung by the 200 or so
people attending followed by the New Zealand
National Anthem God Defend New Zealand,
the first verse of which is traditionally sung in
the Maori language. (it is normal protocol for a
foreign national anthem to be rendered first.)
Bob confesses it was moving to hear our own
Anthem sung — both verses — at this New
Zealand ceremony. Following the Anthems the
Mayor welcomed the gathering, prayers were
said and Major Alan Patterson of the Hauraki
(territorial) Regiment gave a moving address
during which the Anzac connection with

Australian diggers was emphasised. Hymns
were sung ‘Oh God our Help’, ‘How Great Thou
Art’ The service closed with the playing of the
Last Post and Reveille and then it was time to
retire to the RSA for the traditional drinks — a
very vibrant organisation not dependent on
one-arm-bandits to survive.

(Photos in the Photo gallery)

PERSONALIA and other Jottings

Tony Gee gives a warning: As we are going
away for the next six weeks on a caravan trip
to Darwin, could you kindly remove us from
your emailing list as it will assist us in not
having to spend several hours downloading
several weeks of your wonderful jokes, pictures
and photos. Thank you for complying with our
wishes. For those who do not wish to comply,
just remember, we know where you live.....just
kidding.

Ed: After four weeks in New Zealand | had 110
emails to wade through (excluding SPAM which |
don’t get anyhow) | wouldn’t be sure that Tony is
‘not kidding!

Brian Mead reports changes to the hierarchy
of the Western Australian Association:
President: Fred Brown.

Vice President: Mike Venn.
Secretary/Treasurer/Magazine Editor: Brian Mead.
Committee Member:  Brian Firns.

Special Projects Committee Member: Kim
Johnstone

Comments:

Brian Firns resigned as President, but offered to
remain as a Member of the Committee.

Phil Bray cited heavy work commitments as his
inability to continue on the Committee.

Eric Clutterbuck did not seek re-election due to
poor health.

Operation Mandau - RA Svy 1970

Brian Mead reports: Found a photo copy of the
Operation Report, whilst fossicking for the 2007
AGM bits and pieces. Some Imagery has been
included within the Report and the Nominal
Roll makes for interesting reading. | feel that it
may have been used for establishing the
eligibility for a particular Army Service Medal.

NSW Association President and Secretary
Richard Jackson-Hope reports in his



Newsletter that Anzac Day was a great
success, this year with 30 members marching.
Clearly from Richard’s Newsletter the NSW
Association is revitalizing and without doubt it
can only go forward.

lan (Rock) Thiselton suffered a severe heart
attack very recently necessitating immediate
hospitalization and triple bypass heart surgery.
Rock has made a great recovery and will be
convalescing at home for the next six weeks
under the tender care of Mary-Ann. We all wish
Rock a speedy recovery to full health.

John (Jock) Kay is enjoying life in his new-
found haven at Burpengarry, north of Brisbane.
Jock tells me that he is doing some paid work
at the TAFE, instructing repeat drunk drivers on
a better life-style. Jock feels he is well qualified
to undertake this assignment.

FOUR CORNERS - visited by the Campbells and
Blasketts
............................. The saga of getting there!

The Rendezvous was Windorah, by sunset on
Saturday 12 August. We all made it to plan and
camped next to the Pub; Stan and Helen and Irene
and Blue. We reminisced over sundowners and
nibblies 'til way past dark, and dined in style at the
Pub. At this time we were beginning our BIG TRIP
for 2006. Visiting the four inland border corners
where SA meets NSW, QLD, NT & WA. Poeppel,
Haddon, Cameron and the Surveyor General’'s. We
knew we'd see lots more on the way.

The idea for all this had started much earlier in the
year: Irene & Blue had the urge to travel Len
Beadell's Gunbarrel roads, and in the planning for
this saw that they'd be going close to most of the
border corners on the way. Stan and Helen had
started out on a trip to these same corners a few
years before, but had to back-track early to get to a
doctor in Bourke. This seemed a great opportunity
to get us all together in the bush again.

Not too early the next morning we were on the road
towards Birdsville, and detoured south to Haddon
Corner for our first camp. There'd been a couple of
inches of rain in the last 3 weeks, and the puddles
here were full of Shield Shrimp busily fattening up
and breeding. What a feast for the local birds !

Camping that night on the border, we had steaks
grilled on an open camp fire; it was so good we all
reckoned we wouldn't bother going home !

Irene, Blue, Helen and Stan at Haddon Corner

Next day destination Birdsville. By now the miles of
gravel road from Windorah were playing merry hell
with Stan's stone guard in front of the camper trailer
water tank. After setting up in grand style in
Birdsville Stan and Blue were off to the rubbish tip
for spares and reinforcements. What a GREAT tip !
Came back with a 4 x 4 sheet of thick stainless steel
sheet (feet that is), and that was manufactured into
the NEW STONE GUARD.

We dined Indian (very-very good sir) that night.
Meals prepared in Adelaide, served in Birdsville at
the Art Gallery/Restaurant. Bee-ootiful | The next
morning began a great day sightseeing and
listening to tall stories and clue-ing up on the state
of the surrounding country. That night was dining al-
fresco at the camp. We still surprise ourselves on
the quality of our bush tucker and the well travelled
wine cellar. We had wanted to drive the inside track
from Birdsville southwards but the rains had flooded
Goyders' lagoon.

The following morning we were down the outside
track to Clifton Hill station, then north-west to the
Warburton Creek to set up camp; very pleasant as
the creek was fairly full. The Birdsville track these
days is a pretty good road with some rough rocky
stretches. Spent a beaut night round the camp-fire
with clear starry skies, more of the cellar, and not
so clear or starry eyes next day.

From our camp the next day we had a long drive
200 km north-west between the dunes to Poeppel
Corner and 200 km return, but what great day. We
all travelled in Blue's dual-cab Rodeo ute this day,
and he kept
promising that we'd
see camels up in this
country. By lunch
time none of us
believed him, but
then at the crest of a

' dune and about 50m
from the track there they were, a group of 4, one
bull and three cows; just magic. After this for the




rest of the trip the word became “Oh, not more
camels !”. They are numerous in the Aboriginal
lands as there is very little mustering or hunting of
them, except if the locals want a big feed.

Poeppel corner is
a very remote
spot in the
Simpson Desert,
and it is possible
to get to it from
the east or the
west across the
grain of the sand
dunes, but from
the Birdsville side the eastern side of the dunes is
too steep for easy going, and there would be about
200 dunes to the corner anyway. From the west the
going is easier, but it's a long way around to get to a
start point, and then even more dunes. The way we
went is the easiest driving, and it took us to Marree
and other good places as well that we didn't want to
miss.

After another fine camp-fire night and a long sleep,
we had a short trip planned for the day to
Mungerannie station. We got there by lunch time,
and a mighty good lunch it was, but a gale wind had
arrived, and it was so dusty we reckoned it was
better to drive for the afternoon to Marree than to
camp and be dusted by a few hundred tons of sand.
Pity, because the waterhole at Mungerannie is a
great swim and bath spot, as well as a bird-life
mecca.

Marree was just as dusty as it turned out, but we
had seen Tom Kruse's Cooper Creek crossing site
and his tin boat on the way south, and were happy
to get a camp set up before night. We did self-
catering that night, and the next day was even
windier than the last, so not much activity except
spine-bashing. It is a very interesting old place with
Telegraph line and Afghan camel driver and railway
history galore. The Pub has a fine selection of
lunch offerings too; we tested them !

Marree sundial

After the two days of dust, it was a nice change to
get up on a fine morning with no wind and clear
skies. That day was a leisurely 200km along the
Oodnadatta track to William Creek. We all gazed
over the huge white flat of Lake Eyre on the way up,
and pitied the poor old telegraph and railway
workers lives in the decades long ago. It's a very
desolate stretch of country, and a shady lunch spot
is hard to find. This is the route found by the
explorer Stuart, following the native waterholes and
springs from Marree to the Finke. Then the
telegraph line and the camel teams, and finally the
railway all had to come this same way for the water.
The ruins along the way all trace the history.

A famous feature of this track are the mound
springs, where natural artesian water comes to the
surface and the dissolved calcium dries out round
the edges. Over thousands of years the calcium
hills have grown to 30 or 40 feet above the plain
: : - level with the
water still
bubbling up on
top, and then
spreading  over
the region to
make small
lakes. They are
great bird-life
attractions.

William Creek was a nice surprise and a welcome
stopover. There was an opal miner from
Andamooka in the pub with a huge piece of black
opal about the size of the palm of your hand. He
was in the care of his minder (a young girl-
friday/driver), and was shouting all comers drinks.
Whether the rock was worth the half million he said
we don't know, but anyway it was enough to keep
him grinning and hopping all night. Because this
region is under the old rocket range path of
Woomera they have gathered all sorts of crashed
bits and pieces, and the middle of the village is a
huge open-air museum.

Next day we were off to Coober Pedy and a few
days break from the road and a bit of sightseeing.
What an interesting place, and the tall tales about
Saturday night bomb making parties and carrying-
ons make you cringe. They had a rough old time in
the early days. The surrounding country is pretty
spectacular, but it's all very desolate. Three nights
of rest set us up for the next stage of the travels.

A short drive up the bitumen to Cadney Park and
set up camp, and then a side trip towards
Oodnadatta to the Painted Desert region. This is a
group of high ochre hills in all shades and shapes
and a really outlandish sight. Back to camp at the



end of a hectic day scrambling up and down, and
tea and a long sleep.

Now on up the bitumen to Henbury and the
meteorite craters. Just after the State border we
pass Mount Cavenagh half a km on the left. This
hill has the Johnstone geodetic origin trig station on
top. A 450km drive today, and there are camels at
the craters. “Get the other side of the fence Helen!”

Helen at Henbury

A leisurely start in the morning; only 150km to Alice
to base up and have a shower. Last night was a dry
camp (water wise). Spent the day replenishing in
the supermarkets and stores. Next day to
Chamber's Pillar down the old 'Ghan railway road;
once again all of us in Blue's ute. The day after was
another long day trip east of Alice via the Gaps and
Ross River to Arltunga.

rltunga
This was a gold mining area very early on, and it
was a really awful spot to find it. There was always
water shortages and all their supplies and
equipment had to be hauled from Marree by camel
teams. The old camel team drivers used Chambers
Pillar as a guide mark in the desert on the way up
from the Finke.

Leaving Alice for the bush again. First camp at
Curtin Springs, and watched sunset on Mt Conner
while having a sundowner picnic: it's good to be out
of the big-smoke again. Next day we're off, via
Ayres Rock and The Olgas to Docker River on the

WA border. On the way we look at Lasseter's Cave,
where he sheltered after his camel team bolted with
all his food and water. The road from the Olgas is
BAD.

Docker River community is an eye opener for
newcomers. It's over-crowded with pregnant
women, runny-nosed kids, mangey scrawney dogs,
drunk men, and blowing rubbish. Everything not
bolted down is locked behind weldmesh doors,
windows, and cages. After a quick stop in the store
for an ice-cream, and directions out of town to the
camp site, we're gone !. Helen is SO happy, and
unlocks her doors.

The western country is quite different than we
expected. It's no way desert. It has a large variety
of bio-regions and vegetation, and it's always
changing as we travel through. The river gums
along the watercourses are fine big trees. MORE
flamin' camels.

Camp this night is a few miles west of Docker River
in a grove of desert oak trees. Its a really great
place, and we climbed the nearest dune ridge at
sunset to look over the red hills; spectacular!. We
do ourselves proud for dinner on fresh goodies from
Alice, and we don't reckon there's anywhere else
we'd rather be right now.

It's only 140km to Giles and the road improves out
of sight when we cross the State border. It's a
properly maintained earth road in WA: not a gravel
scrape like the NT. Giles is great, and we visit the
met station, and mag with the locals and pick their
brains about Surveyor Generals corner and the
Gunbarrel roads. Lots of relics and memorabilia of
Len Beadell here: he was the bloke who built the
first road to this spot and sited the met station here
for the rocket range. After the road came water
bores and the met camp; and then a local
aboriginal community.

We met David Hewitt here; he is the maintenance
man for the met station, and his wife is the nursing
sister for the local community. They have lived in



the area since 1974 | believe, and knew Len
Beadell way back even before that. David is a great
character, and can be heard on ABC radio on
“Macca” on Sunday mornings sometimes when he
rings up.

Next day's trip by ute to Surveyor Generals corner
turned out to be the easiest of all to reach. A good
road all the way (Government money because
there's an aboriginal community there). The corner
itself is on 'local business' land and you need
permission and a guide to go there. When we got
there we called in to see Jodi. Blue had talked to
him by phone months before. “No Problem. Come
any time. Someone here can guide you out. Cost
ya' though !” he'd said.

Jodi's the manager of the community business:
he's a Maori with a voice like a load of gravel being
tipped out. Anyway there'd been a death in the
local community and the guides were all out of town
in sorry camp; no-one to guide us. “Too bad; can't
help; sorry.” says Jodi.

[ il g’:h Tt o ‘ B
Surveyor Generals Corner — Stan, Helen, Blue and
Irene

We weren't surveyors once for nothing. Out on the
road back to Giles again. Out with the GPS. This
track'll get us there. Off into the scrub. Down here
about 11km. Should see it soon. Hell ! there's
whole camp here; sheds, tents, windmill, tanks,
even a shelter for the tourists at the corner
monument. Who needs a guide !. We've found it.
The last border corner. You Beaut !.

So, after that anti-climax and afternoon tea, we're
back on the track to Giles. Next day Helen and
Stan are heading back east again, and will
eventually visit Cameron corner to round out their
list of corners visited. Irene and Blue are continuing
west, along the Gunbarrel road that Lennie made, to
Wiluna.

The tales of those travels will have to wait for
another time. A magic trip but, Stan; what do you
reckon ?.

A ome awa from Home
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ANZAC DAY

The address by Major Alan Patterson (NZ Territorial).
Note the Australian flag to the left

Anzac Day at Mount Maunganui, New Zealand.
(Attended by Bob Skitch - report within)
The gathering - school cadets do the honours
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They sing the Australian National Anthem.
Mount Mounganui in background
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Mary-Ann Thiselton, Marianne Gill, Faye Weston

John Foxwell, Jim Gill, Stan Campbell, Loretta Gee,
Grant & Beth Small

Kym Weston, Dave Anderson, Rock Thiselton, Jim Gill (nursing injured arm)
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