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EVENTS

REUNION AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Saturday 2nd
September 2006

Our traditional reunion event will take place up stairs at the
Gaythorne RSL. Bar opens at 11.30 am with lunch served at 12.30
pm. The AGM will follow lunch. The cost this year remains at $30.00
per person for a two course dinner with tasty nibbles served before the
meal.

RSVP Mary-Ann Thiselton on 3353 1026 before 24 August 2006.
Especially we want to see our WW2 veterans. Transport can be
arranged for those who may need it. Simply tell Mary-Ann of your need.

The Annual General Meeting — election of office bearers: A more
formal approach is being adopted this year for the election of officers to
fill the various committee executive appointments. The existing committee will stand down with
nominations being called for all executive positions, that is, President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer. Members are asked to give this matter serious thought and preferably nominate
themselves, seconded by another member, in writing to the Secretary before the AGM. The non-
executive positions will be filled by invitation of the elected Committee Executive.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ON PAGE 2 — HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN ?

COMMITTEE
Patron Lieutenant Colonel EU Anderson MBE (Ph 3408 9179)
President Peter Bates-Brownsword (Ph 3289 7001)
Vice President Alex Cairney (Ph 3397 7583)
Secretary & Asst Treasurer  Mary-Ann Thiselton (Ph 3353 1026)
Treasurer Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786)

Functions & Sgn Liaison John Hook (Ph 3354 2680)
Bulletin Editor & Historian Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370)

North Coast member Kym Weston (Ph 5445 6927; mob 0427 377 226)
North Queensland member  Dennis Gregor (Ph mob 0409 648 026)

Welfare Jim Gill (Ph 3264 1597)

Auditor Stan Campbell (Ph 3285 3970)

Squadron OC Major Shaun Hoffmann

Squadron SSM WOL1 Barry Miller (Ph 3332 7564)

Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell

The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (Queensland) acknowledges the generous sponsorship and
A support of Pioneer Surveys Pty Ltd




HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN — Electronic or Australia Post?

The last two issues of our Bulletin have been both posted out in ‘hard copy’ and also transmitted electronically
through email in PDF. The PDF file which also includes the colour supplement (Photo Gallery) as well as any
internal photos in colour runs on average to about 1.2 megabytes.

Now | know that might be a problem for some members with an email facility if your connection is a dialup
telephone line but for those with a broadband connection there should be no problem at all. If you wish to
continue receiving your Bulletin in hard copy, whether or not you have an adequate email facility, we will
certainly continue to forward it through Australia Post. It can still come to you by email in PDF but we will avoid
sending it this way if your email connection is by dialup telephone line.

At this stage, Rock Thiselton converts my Word file (about 5 or 6 megabytes) to PDF and sends it out

electronically to all email addresses held by our Queensland Association | drop it in to him burnt onto a DVD.

Therefore, there are three options from which to choose:

1. If you wish to receive your Bulletin in PDF by email only (no hard copy) email me back on

bob.skitch@runbox.com; and say YES.

2. If you have an email address listed with us but wish only to receive the Bulletin in hard copy, also email me
back as above and say NO.

3. If you wish to continue to receive the Bulletin in hard copy (you have no email facility that we know about) —
do nothing and you will continue to get the hard copy by Australia Post.

Also: We are about to have an Association website — www.rasurvey.org. All Bulletins present and past will be on
display in PDF there. If we have your email address then once the website is running members will be notified by
email that the Bulletin is available and you can then download it from the website.

Once again please note that we have no intention to stop mailing out hard copies to any member who wants it.
What could be simpler?

REMAINING EVENTS FOR 2006
2 September: Reunion Lunch and AGM at Gaythorne RSL,
20 October: Mapmaker’s Dinner (I Topo Svy Sgn) in the Long Tan Sergeants Mess
November: Derek Chamber’s Award Presentation at | Topo Svy Sqgn,
December: Christmas function somewhere (perhaps)
Last Friday of the month drinks at the Gaythorne RSL to continue.

NOTE ESPECIALLY — Mapmakers Dinner this year is scheduled for the 20" October and the venue
is to be the Long Tan Sergeants Mess at Enoggera. The Mapmakers Dinner has become a special
event in our calendar so mark it in your diary. Being at an Army venue, the cost is always modest.

OUR HISTORY PROJECT — What did we do over all those years — 1946- 19967

| continue to canvass support for this worthwhile project. Our collective memory can fill in many gaps but it is
fading with the passing of years. It is ten years since the disbandment of the Corps we as individuals served, the
Corps that gave such outstanding service to our nation for eighty-one years. We need to record what each of the
units did over the fifty years following the end of WW2. It really is a simple exercise. | have had excellent
responses from Clem Sargent, Noel Sproles, John Bullen, Charlie Watson, Alex Cairney, Percy Long, Richard
Jackson-Hope and Ted Laker. Ross McMillan has sent an account of one of the more unusual jobs undertaken
by N Comd Fd Svy Sect in 1962 — Operation Blowdown — a simulated atomic explosion in rainforest country. |
have had promises from a number of others and the major gap area is after 1980. The following is a sample of
the preferred format but | am just as happy to receive your input listed down the page — pen and ink is OK.
Please give this matter some thought. Every bit helps ....



mailto:bob.skitch@runbox.com

YR | UNIT OPERATION DURATION | LOCATION NATURE OF WORK PERSONS TAKING PART OTHER
PROJECT UNDERTAKEN INFORMATION
19 N Cmd | No name On-going Qld — Control for 1" to 1 mile Capt EU (Ed) Anderson OC, | Arrived May at
56 Fd Svy Macrossan, mapping - 4th order WO2 Blue Hunter, Sgts Macrossan. Sect
Sect Charters triangulation, Snow Ralston, Jeff Lambert, | had not returned
Towers, .... Intersection, resection, | Garney Cook, Cpls Ted to Brisbane since
(plane table) baro Miller, Geoff Helsham, Sprs sometime in
heighting Sam Chambers, Brian 1955. Xmas in
Berkery, Bob Skitch. the field........
NOTICES

THE ASSOCIATION BERET -

Cost $30.00 incl post.
They will happen! Ross Smithwick is giving it
his best shot. If you have already paid for and
received the wrong colour one and you have
retained it — keep it and you will get the next one
without further payment.

ASSOCIATION TIE or SCARF

Cost is $20.00 and $7.00 postage for each. We
suggest you place your order directly with the Ex
Fortuna  Association, Tracey Phillips, emalil
phipsys@bigpond.com or phone Mary-Ann.

LAST FRIDAY

Last Fridays continue at the Gaythorne RSL
with increasing patronage. Pop along and have
a beer or a softie with your mates

ASSOCIATION BADGE

Association badges are still available from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association. Place your orders with
Mary-Ann and we will try to satisfy them.

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA

Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) at
$60.00 plus postage of $11.50 which includes cost
of a padded postal bag.

VIETNAM - A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob
McMillan-Kay.

Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay at a
cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend this
highly successful book of Bob's Vietham
experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane,
Maryborough, Qld, 4650.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005 — 2006
& 2006 — 2007

‘Don’t go to sleep on your membership!’

Keep in touch with you Survey Corps mates by
being a paid-up member of your Association.
Our financial year runs from Sept to Sept.
Subscription is but $10.00 per year. We encourage
you to pay three years in advance (or more if you
wish). Subscription is waived for veterans 75 and
over who have been standing paid-up members of
our Association. Pay-time is at the AGM 2 Sept 06

1% TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY
SQUADRON
T0P0 By WOL1 Barry Miller, SSM

SVY SON

It is hard to believe that we are moving into the
second part of the year and this is the first
update from the Squadron to be included into
the Bulletin for 2006. It is worthy noting the
fault does not lie with the Association but with
myself, as | transition to fulfill the void left by
WOL1 Barrie Craymer on his discharge from the
service in December, 2005. Although gone,
he will not be forgotten as he has left a lasting
impression on the Squadron, not just as a fine
SSM but also by his endeavors to greatly
improve the facilities surrounding the Murray
Bar; the establishment of the Squadron
memorial garden recognising  Squadron
participation in overseas operations, the
selection of a Squadron symbol (the Powerful
Owl) and the gaining of approval for the Royal
Australian Survey Corps motto ‘Videre Parare
Est’ to be adopted as the Squadron’s motto.
The motto further strengthens the Squadron’s
linkage to the Royal Australian Survey Corps,
as the number of past Survey Corps members
still serving rapidly declines.

Since the commencement of the year, the
hectic pace of the ADF has been mirrored by
the tempo within the Squadron. In addition to
the  Squadron’s ongoing  support to
deployments in the Middle East, it has been
called upon to support short notice operations
including deployments to Pakistan and more
recently East Timor and Afghanistan. The
support provided is more than just the soldiers
deploying, it's the short turn-around production
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of geospatial products to support the planning
processors for these operations and other
contingency planning. The Squadron was
directly involved in the planning for the
assistance effort provided to cyclone ravaged
Ingram.

Just as the Headquarters 6" Engineer Support
Regiment matures in its command role, new
challenges are brought to the fore. These
include the establishment of the Joint
Operations Command at Bungendore, NSW
(with the demise of Headquarters Land
Command Engineers and the likely move of the
Regiment to the 1% Division) and the conduct of
the Unit Entitlement Review which sees a 40%
increase ARA manning by 2015 and a 50%
increase to ARES manning. These significant
events will have a far-reaching impact on the
Squadron, the Geomatic Technicians and the
support they provide. One particular outcome
has been the concentration of all other
surveying positions within the Regiment into
the Squadron.

Anzac Day saw the Squadron at maximum
stretch as it supported the Corps Association
with a banner party, the Kilcoy march and the
Garrison’s commitment to the Brisbane City
march. It was a long day for all as the
Squadron turned out for the traditional Dawn
Service at the 2 CER Cenotaph, before
heading off to fulfill its commitments. The
Squadron performed well at all venues. Great
excitement was generated at Kilcoy as the
contingent included our token New Zealander
visiting on ANZAC Exchange. This went down
very well with the large number of New
Zealanders represented at the Kilcoy march.

Recent promotions and presentations at the
Squadron have seen; Corporals Tom Allison,
Shaun Byers and Ingo Wiehrauch promoted to
Sergeant and the presentation of 15 Australian
Defence Medals to Squadron members. In
addition, Sergeant Drew Martin was presented
with a United States Commendation for his
work in Irag with the coalition forces in 2005.
Warrant Officer Josh Andrews was presented
his Irag and Afghanistan Campaign Medals,
Corporal Christen Smith receive his Iraq
Campaign Medal and Sapper Sinclair received
the East Timor Campaign Medal.

The Squadron has just enjoyed a short period
of stand down, to allow the recharging of
batteries prior to its preparation for the
Squadron Exercise. The Exercise will see the
majority of the Squadron deploying to Wide
Bay in order to practice and test the soldiers in
the provision of geomatic support in a field
environment.

Later in the year the Squadron will participate
in the Regimental gathering in Brisbane along
with 17" and 21 Construction Squadrons. The
gathering will see the members participating in
a vast range of activities, both sporting and
military as we test the strength and wisdom of
the Powerful Owl against the Rooster and ‘Fix-
it Bear. Both activities will be coverd in the
next Squadron update.

All member of the Squadron are looking
forward to the Map Makers Dinner, in October,
in order to swap stories and experiences both
old and new.

RECENT EVENTS

BBQ at the Thiseltons

Not reported in our last Bulletin was a very
pleasant afternoon we enjoyed at Mary-Ann
and Rock Thiselton’s home. Mary-Ann and
Rock very generously filled the breach when it
became evident that Tony and Loretta Gee
would have to forego the event that has
become an annual feature of our calendar, due
to their overseas travel commitments this year.
Never mind, it was no less enjoyable with the
change of venue. A comprehensive BBQ took
place with ample side salads and delectable
deserts. The Thiselton’s home is on high
ground at McDowell northwest of Brisbane and
their ample terrace affords great views across
the city. Derek Stanmore and Jim Gill proved to
be competent tongmasters on the BBQ. From
the photos | took (see photo gallery) | can
identify most of those attending as follows:

Roll Call: Donna and Alex Cairney, Wendy and Bob
Skitch, Irene and Peter Blasket, Jim and Marianne
Gill, Tony and Loretta Gee, Grant and Beth Small,
Jim Cook, Bronette Minelli, Derek Stanmore, lan
Fitzgerald, John and Julie Ashby, Brian Johnson.
Apologies if | have missed anyone.



Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner

Our 91° Corps anniversary dinner took place at
the United Service Club on Wednesday 5" July
with a record attendance. Again we were
accommodated in the Royal Room of the Club,
almost to capacity under the gaze of the Kings,
Queens and assorted members of the Royal
Family from Edward the 7" to the present.
Despite conflicting events at the Club that
evening (180 dining which must have put some
stress on the kitchen staff) the quality of our
meal and the service suffered not at all — it was
excellent. Our President gave a warm welcome
to all attending and especially to Mrs Dawn
Laing who flew from Canberra for the occasion.
In doing so Peter spoke of the significance of
the naming of our dinner the Colonel Alex
Laing Memorial Dinner. In calling for a minutes
silence to remember Corps comrades departed
this life since our last dinner, Peter read out the
names of eighteen whose passing was known
to us, nine WW2 and nine post WW2 veterans.
A solemn moment, but then it was time to enjoy
the camaraderie of the night, the excellent
meal and wines.

WO1 Barry Miller representing the Officer
Commanding the 1% Topographical Survey
Squadron was called upon by Peter to speak
on the Squadron’s role and activities. With very
little notice Barry gave us an interesting
account of | Topo’'s commitments and rationale
without too much military jargon — goodness;
how the lingo has changed over the past 30
years!

The port was passed (an excellent drop it was)
and following the Loyal Toast proposed by the
night's first attendee, Colin Hargreaves, Stan
Campbell proposed the toast to honour the
memory of our late Colonel in Chief, Diana, the
Princess of Wales (a slight mix-up for which
Bob Skitch apologises) and Alex Cairney
proposed the toast to the Royal Australian
Corps Association. Bob Skitch responded with
a message of encouragement to members to
contribute to his pet history project ‘What did
we do over all those years 1946 to 1996’ — text
at end of this Bulletin. Finally Jock Kay
proposed the toast to Departed Comrades and
Absent Friends in a Welsh rendition to which
we all responded — in Welsh! Does it sound all

a bit formal? Only in format but not in
observance. It was a thoroughly enjoyable
night.

It should be mentioned that the cost of
beverages both before and during dinner was
met by the Association, thanks to the generous
sponsorship the Association receives from
Pioneer Surveys Pty Ltd.

In listing those attending special mention
should be made of Peter and Barbara Bates-
Brownswords’s daughter and son-in-law,
Amanda and Garry Purcival (Squadron Leader,
recently returned from Butterworth, Malaysia)
and first attendees Colin and Helen
Hargreaves and Jock Kay.

Roll Call Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword;
Dawn Laing; Bob and Wendy Skitch; Kym and Faye
Weston; Alex Cairney; Barry Lutwyche; Veronica
Bruce; Colin and Ailsa Moorhead; Peter and Dell
Osterhage; Grant and Beth Small, Colin and Helen
Hargreaves; Stan and Helen Campbell; David and
Peggy Hebblethwaite, Jock Kay; WO1 Barry Miller;
Amanda and Garry Purcival.

PERSONALIA AND OTHER JOTTINGS

Les (LVJ) Smith has had an extended stay in
hospital recently with the very unpleasant
complaint of pancreatitis. While there he
contacted bronchitis — such are hospitals these
days. Les phoned me from his sick bed and
managed to croak out a few lines before being
wheeled away for more treatment, promising to
phone me again later. He did so after returning
home to tell me of a long telephone
conversation he had with Mac McCarthy. Mac
came off the 4/52 Basic with a few of our older
stalwarts still known to many: Jeff Lambert,
Dennis Cox, Len Davies, Jock Campbell and
others. (Refer to Bulletin 16, August 2003 P 7)
Jock told Les of the reunion that small group
have each year, this year recently in Brisbane.
It seems that a number of those fellows off the
4/52 went to the S Comd Fd Svy Sect where
they came under the tutelage of none other
than LVJ himself who set about training them
to be practical field surveyors in such things as
how to disconnect the speedo cable of a Jeep
in order to attend the local hop on a Saturday



night and how to drive without lights to escape
detection.

Les came off a basic course a couple of years
earlier, one which concentrated training already
serving members, with Bill Shapcott (a skilful
cartoonist) and Alex (Puddles) Pond. Les
recalls working with Fraser Matthews (WO1) up
in ‘Kelly’ country (Glenrowan | presume).
Fraser, whom | never met, was not noted for
his sense of humour (ask Joe Farrington who
worked with him on the Diggers Rest Aerial
Farm). Bill Shapcott often drew less than
flattering caricatures of Fraser whose features
apparently lent themselves to such portrayal. It
was at the time of the release of the Australian
epic movie ‘The Sons of Matthew and
inevitably Fraser’'s team became known by that
name, no doubt graphically portrayed as such
by Bill Shapcott.

Les is contemplating whether or not to have an
operation to remove the pancreas with the
likely outcome of becoming a diabetic — not an
easy decision for an active octogenarian.

Ken Shaw celebrated his 79" birthday at the
home of Stan and Helen Campbell with whom
he and Nance had been staying for the
previous week. Ken has a special relationship
with Stan and Helen having undertaken the
role of ‘giving Helen away’ at Stan and Helen's
wedding. Both Ken and Nance were in fine
form as only Ken and Nance can be. The
Campbells prepared an excellent BBQ lunch
for a few old friends attending: Bob and Wendy
Skitch, Alex and Donna Cairney, Grant Small,
Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword.

Len Davies: LVJ tells me that he had a long
telecon with Len who told him that he plans to
leave Bendigo and move to Queensland. Len
has children in Toowoomba. If it's a warmer
clime you are looking for Len, don't make
Toowoomba your home.

F 111s: The recent unfolding drama of an F111
aircraft having to execute a ‘belly landing’ at
Amberley, having lost a wheel (how could that
happen?) and the likelihood that these 35-year-
old fighter/bombers might remain in service for
another five years brings to mind one of the
great cartographic challenges faced by RA
Survey during the .60s and ‘70s. This was the
adoption of the United States 1:250,000 Joint
Operation Graphic (JOG) specification with its
combination of contours, heavy hill shading
and layer tinting in two formats — air and
ground, the former with contour intervals
expressed in feet and the latter in metres, and
with overlapping ‘bleed edges on the northern
and eastern sides. It was indeed a challenge;
14 or 15 colours on our three colour MAN
printing presses (at least until the arrival of the
four colour ‘Kimori’ with all its uncertain
problems).

The pressing motivation in adopting the JOG
specification was to provide a mapped training
area for the F111s with their terrain hugging
capability and the block so compiled was west
of Brisbane extending from Gympie in the north
to Tamworth in the south and west to about
Surat and Texas, 16 sheets | think. Another
block undertaken was south of Darwin and
then Papua New Guinea, the latter in the late
‘70s. There the terrain was so rugged and of
such height and the vegetation so dense that
the number of colour passes increased even
further — colour on colour — the resulting
product resembling a khaki pancake. This led
to our adoption of four-colour process printing,
almost surreptitiously since a certain senior
officer in  Survey Directorate greatly
disapproved — grudgingly accepted having
seen the result. Some modification of the
specification subsequently took place to allow
our civilian sister, National Mapping, to produce
the standard 1:250,000 for non-service use.

Derek Stanmore had the misfortune to have
his car written off at an intersection when a one



tonne ute ran a red light. Derek was partly
written off too with a busted knee, a fractured
pelvis and a cracked rib. The busted knee
required a bone graft from his hip. Derek’s wife
Sandra made the understatement of the year
when she reported that Derek was ‘OK but very
sore’. Derek is on long term notice to carry our
icon theodolite on Anzac Day next year (he
volunteered) so we have more than a passing
interest in his recovery.

Bill Harvey has been in contact recently. Bill
has not been in the best of health in recent
years and although there is no great prospect
of a full recovery he has had a general
improvement in recent timed. Bill comments on
the freezing conditions in Canberra and thinks
we all did well to settle in Brisbane. Philippa
still has the travel bug (Bill has it too but his
health precludes travel) and at the time of
reporting was flying out to Singapore the
following day. Bill asked to be remembered to
Garney Cook and for his best wishes to be
passed to him. He misses his happy smile!

Brian Mead from Western Australia reports:
I have received a copy of a brochure that
provides a simple commentary upon The
Soldiers’ Chapel, situated within St Georges
Cathedral, Perth. The brochure contains a
record of the memorials within the
Cathedral. Its aim is to awaken interest in the
Soldiers' Chapel by present and past members
of the Armed Forces of the Commonwealth, of
Australia. Copies can be provided free of cost
by contacting Ms Jo Christmass ph: (08) 9325
5766, email: josephine@perthcathedral.org.

The Curta Calculator: Who watches that quite
delightful ABC program ‘The Collectors’ on a
Friday evening? In each episode a mystery
item is presented to a panel of experts and also
to the passing public on a street or in a
shopping centre who are asked to identify the
item which is usually some 18" or 19" century
object. On this occasion the mystery object
was a Curta Calculator and nobody could
identify it — not even the experts! Some said it
might be a coffee grinder, but all were
stumped. Of course we all knew what it was;
that remarkable hand held calculator, truly a
masterpiece of Swiss engineering, ideal for
field use, no batteries required and capable of

calculations to something like 18 significant
figures. Very expensive we were told! They
were eventually replaced by electronic digital
calculators in the early '70s but it was quite a
few years before the latter had the versatility of
the ‘Curta’. (Ed: Alex Munro has made a similar
observation in the SA Association newsletter with
the added para: The show’s presenter.....gave a
few background details...apparently it was invented
and produced by a prisoner in a German POW
camp during WW2, encouraged by the camp
commandant who intended presenting the finished
article to Hitler. It was later perfected and went into
mass production in 1947. Hmmm!)

Items from the SA Association Newsletter

e First Friday drinks continue at the Saracen
Hotel.

e New Year BBQ at the Keswick Barracks
Sergeants Mess on Sunday 19 February a
pleasant success with 30 attending.

e Corps Birthday Dinner is to be on Sat 19
Aug 06.

e Anzac Day March went well with 30
marchers followed by AGM.

e Corps Memorial Project — it is proposed to
install a memorial to the Corps within
Keswick Barracks utilising the Corps badge
that was affixed over the front entrance of 4
Fd Svy Sgn for many years.

e The SA Association is embarking on a
restructuring with the present committee
standing down and formal nominations
being called by mail for a new committee.

¢ SA Association has a new email address. It
is rasvysa@chariot.net.au.

People News from SA

Bob Dikkenberg remains a reservist with HQ
9 Bde on full time strength. SSgt Bob manages
a small map store and does minor survey
tasks.

John Hogan in Bendigo; he is still enjoying life
but slowing down a bit.

Mark Bates has had a bit of serious surgery
but is now well on way to recovery.

Peter Brunt was discharged from C Comd Fd
Svy Sect in1962 but his son Kim joined the
Corps some years later. As a civvy based in
UK and later in the south of France for many
years Peter kept in survey employment working
on projects in the Middle East. He returned to
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Melbourne three years ago and recently visited
SA meeting up with a few old Corps friends.
Peter Rossiter visited Adelaide on Anzac day
and caught up with a few of his past mates.
Stan Stephens lives at Port Augusta and
made the trip to Adelaide for Anzac Day.

Peter and Cheryl Cates have returned to
Adelaide after living in Canberra for many
years.

Frank Bryant is still being re-constructed with
a right hip replacement. The score now is two
knees and a hip. Frank gets around on a nifty
red battery powered runabout which allowed
him to join the Anzac Day march.

Max Colletti is in total remission from a bout of
cancer but needs regular check-ups. From us
all in the North — best wishes, Max.

Neville and Dianne Stone (the Rolling Stones)
have recently completed a trip to the Victorian
Highlands in their 4WD. Neville provides a
detailed account in the Newsletter. It seems
they had a great time.

The NSW Association lives again. Although
reported in our last Bulletin that their
Committee was of the mind that it was time for
the Association to hang up its battle colours
and gracefully retire, there are white knights to
the rescue. Richard (Jacko) Jackson-Hope
reported in a letter that “Half the number of ‘old
diggers from the Association attended the
march this year, most of them finding it hard to
march. Despite the lack of numbers we put on
a good show with the regular army boys
carrying the banner and the crowd gave us a
great reception. There was a sad moment for
the old diggers after the march when the Vice
President of the Association told the gathered
members that it has been decided that it was
time to wind up the Association as it was
beyond the present committee to carry on. He
advised the meeting that the President, lan
Foxall was very ill and during the march the
Secretary Bill Lafferty became ill and was
taken to hospital. | put it to the Committee that
we four younger members would be prepared
to run the affairs of the Association and
complete the projects they had started with the
Australian War Memorial. The long and short of
the meeting was that John Siddons, Bob
Campbell, Rob Hunter and myself (as Acting
President) will be the new committee after a
hand over from the old committee. We have

also given a commitment to sort out the
material in storage and to get an up-to-date
display in the Australian War Memorial in
Canberra. We need to contact past younger
members of RA Survey who may reside in and
around Sydney”.

Richard asks for names and contact information
of past RA Survey members in the Sydney area
(and beyond). Can anyone help?

Anzac Day — NSW

Ted Hunter, Jack Devery, Bob Campbell,
Richard Jackson-Hope and Rob Hunter

It's Gold in Bendigo — Eat your heart out
George Lansell

A friend reports: The first 250 oz gold bar
from the Bendigo mine in more than 50 years
will be unveiled today. Between 1851 and 1954
Bendigo yielded more than 20 million ounces of
gold.

From the website:

The Bendigo Goldfield has the second largest
historical production for a goldfield in Australia
(after Kalgoorlie’'s Golden Mile). The field is
estimated to contain further high-grade gold
mineralisation of over 11 million ounces
beneath the historic workings.

Bendigo Mining Limited is an Australian
company developing one of the world’s largest



and highest-grade new gold projects. The
Company forecasts first gold production by
June 2006, from the south mine at a rate of
120,000 ounces of gold a year. Once the north
mine is established, the Project is forecast to
produce over 500,000 ounces of gold a year for
more than 20 years.

A LETTER FROM BILL BOYD

Bill writes: Thanks again for a great Bulletin.

| am saddened at the rift that has occurred
from the introduction of the berets. This is even
sadder considering the purple beret was to be
a sign of unity and indeed a rallying point sign
at big gatherings that RASvy (or what survives)
is there.

From this distance it seems incredible that the
situation has arisen. Looking at Jock Kay's
beret in the photograph | am not put off by the
shade of purple, but having said that | am not
throwing in with whatever argument is raging
within the Association. | must admit to my
previous sin in the glory days of the Det where
| was at pains to declare the lanyard of any
new march-in to the Det, to be ragged and to
be replaced at the Bandiana Q store which
issued a different shade of purple to the
Bendigo Q store. That was the unifying sign for
the Det, at least when | was posted there. The
female members could not participate in the
wearing of sideburns that always pushed the
limit of the complex formula of the relationship
to be maintained between the ear and ever
encroaching facial hair. The Det formula was
simple and enforced on pay parades. If anyone
had longer sideburns than me, they had to be
trimmed back.

| am very happy that the Det remains in the
minds of some ex-RASvy members, even to
the extent of resurrecting the name in today's
environment. | certainly hope the members of
the current "Det" are as keen and as innovative
as those who served at Bonegilla and | hope
that Lindsay appreciates them as much as |
appreciated the members at Bonegilla,
although | guess there are some ex-Bonegilla
Det members who would query my last claim. |
wonder if they could use a mature aged tea
boy down there or even a "new human
resources age", mature aged apprentice?

Whilst on the Det, | was pleased to see
Bronette Minelli participated in the Anzac
march with you. Bronette was a great kid, as
were our other sisters in arms. | tried hard to
treat the girls the same as the boys and | am
not aware of there being any complaints about
that. Perhaps they were not aware of it
anyhow.

| really enjoyed the stories in the Bulletin. Noel,
Jeff and Joe write a good yarn. The
poisoned flour incident must either be a bush
myth or such a classic event that it was passed
on by the bush telegraph and spread
throughout the country. | can certainly
remember as a kid reading the Ben
Bowyang comic strip in the Cairns Post and
being very amused by exactly the same
scenario played out with a store of flour in the
outback.

| can identify on Noel's comment on the loss of
corporate knowledge. It has been my
experience that there is no substitute for the
understanding of basic principles and their
application to solve problems even using
computer technology. | knew little about
computer based mapping before | worked on
ecological mapping. Initially | was shown what
buttons to push to get certain results by others
in the company who had a grasp of a very
narrow application of the ArcView program.
Having been shown these basics | was able to
build on the company's mapping capabilities
using the reasoning that only knowledge of
basic principles can achieve. Within about six
months | was more than holding my own and
was instructing others on the proper use of
mapping techniques. | must admit though that
even up until the day | left, there were those,
the bosses, who | am sure did not really
believe that an aerial photograph is not a map.

We spent a pleasant though cold time in the
Melbourne environs from the 6th to the 14th of
May for Dickson Dalgleish's 70th birthday. You
will recall Dickson found the RASvy Sacred
Site at Waterfall Gorge in WA. We got
saturated when we took Isaac to see the
penguins at Phillip Island. Luckily we were
staying with Ann's sister Dot in Wonthaggi so it
was a short trip to a hot shower and dry
clothes.



Dave Thomson and | have not long returned
from our daily thirty odd kilometre bike ride. We
did well today and pushed the envelope a bit
on the way back.

Well | must get off to the shop and replace
some fluro tubes. All the best, Bill

Ed: In a more recent email Bill comments that he
and Dave Thompson are embarking on a 70km
round trip bike ride on Monday. We are ramping up
to do the Sydney to Wollongong bike ride in
November which is about 100km. Dave already has
our local 100kn circuit mapped out so we are
properly prepared before the November event.

THE SHIELD IN THE TREE ON TOP OF MT
SPEC

Mt Spec (995m) is the tallest mountain in the
immediate area. During World War Il it was
rumoured that the Japanese bird watching
clubs that had been coming to northern
Australia for many years, had better maps of
the northern coastline than the Australian
defence forces. It became essential to map
these areas, particularly since many of the
higher peaks were a hazard to Australian and
American aircraft returning to inland bases.
Indeed planes did crash into various peaks
such as those on Hinchinbrook Island and near
Mt Elliott during bad weather when visibility
was poor.
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Soldiers from Australia’'s 5" Field Survey
Company (originally called the 1* Field Survey
Company) surveyed many of Queensland’'s
coastal peaks to establish their exact position
and height. Although aerial photography was
used, aerial photos were entirely dependent on
the weather and an area under a cloud in the
photo became a blank as far as surveyors were
concerned. As well, it was hard to maintain a
straight-line flight, so aerial photos produced by
separate runs might overlap (which was
needed to a certain extent) or leave a wide
gap, which also meant more blank areas on
maps. In these cases, “ground truthing” was
needed to establish just exactly what peaks,
valleys and watercourses were in these blank
areas.

Without modern instruments, determining the
exact position of a peak could only be done by
reaching the top of the peak and then clearing
an area to sight other known positions like “trig
stations” (metal structures) that had been
erected on other mountain tops. A process of
triangulation using these other reference points
could then fix the actual position and height of
the new peak. The process could then be
repeated using the position of the new peak as
one of the reference points for another
unknown peak.

This kind of work meant that people had to get
to the very top of an unmapped peak, and then
clear the area, set up survey instruments and
then take the necessary readings. However,
many peaks lacked obvious tracks to the top,
so people often just had to bush bash up to
where they thought the top of the peak might
be. Mountains, particularly those that are
heavily timbered, sometimes lack distinct
peaks that can be clearly seen from afar, so
this makes it difficult to locate the highest point
in the area. Mt Spec is one of these
mountains, and indeed if you walk westwards
from the peak, it seems that a nearby area
could even be as high as or even higher than
the actual peak.

Members of a survey party always said that it
was harder to make the first climb to the top
through unknown slopes. Once at the top of a
peak it was much easier to descend and return
later to the peak, because the view from the



top let you work out the best route up and
down.

This type of survey work was called beaconing
and collectively all the people in the group were
called a Beaconing Party. However there were
really two groups in the Beaconing Party. The
first was the Field Party, who would find a way
to get to the top of the peak and then clear the
area for the second group which was called the
Survey Party.

Several members of the Beaconing Party for
Mt Spec who were interviewed in 2005 and
2006 said that Mt Spec was one of the
toughest climbs they had to do because it was
so steep and the peak was hard to find.
Although the Beaconing Party could drive part
of the way to their destination by truck, the
survey equipment and the materials needed to
build a “trig station” were awkward and heavy
to carry. There was also plenty of lawyer vine
and stinging trees along the way that were
waiting for the unwary.

Mt Spec was surveyed in 1942 and the
members of the Field Party cleared the area
around the peak so that the Survey Party could
set up their gear and take their readings. The
members of the Field Party created the shield
that can still be seen today. This was not done
on every peak and no one alive at the time of
writing this story was able to definitively say
why the shield was made on this peak in
particular — perhaps they had a lot of time to
wait for others. There are several other shields
near the main shield and no information is
available about them, however a small “bench”
was usually cut into the base of a tree or a
suitable buttress to use as part of a survey. It
is possible that the tree in front of the main
shield with the rotted buttress had this bench.

Because the 5" Field Survey Company was a
Queensland Company, many of its recruits
were drawn from regional areas rather than
Brisbane. Some had been fellow students at
boarding schools like Nudgee College in
Brisbane, and this had already lead to lifelong
friendships.  Having recruits from a rural
background was fortunate because these men
were often timber workers or from properties.
Their skills with axe and saw, and their physical
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ability were ideal for the arduous task of scaling
these peaks.

The names that could be read from the shield
at the date of this document are:

M BLAIN

T BLAIN

A JONES

K JONES

K TRAVERS

HF POWELL

R WALKER

J MATHEWS

? LOWERSON
T COMERFORD

The letters in bold are
discernable on the
tree. Jim Brock has
added the others

Written by Peter Brock, Townsville 2006, with kind
help from Milton Blain, Jim Brock, Win Jenner, Joe
Matthews, Lloyd Twine and Pat Walsh.

Footnote: As reported in Bulletin 26 on page 10,
Jim Brock passed away on 5 November 2005.

A REMARKABLE STORY — LONG TAN AND
BEYOND by LtCol Charles Mollison

Ed: From time to time we publish a book review
usually of a book written by a member of RA Survey
that tells of an incident or a chapter in their own
survey or Corps experience. This book is in no way
about Survey but it is no less relevant certainly to
those Survey soldiers who served in Vietham in
1966 and 1967; and other as well.

LONGHTAN
BEJONDR S

Alpha Company 6 RAR in Vietnam rﬂs-ﬁ'l

”-k

g R
-._;*—
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Lieutenant Colonel Charles S Mollison




It is the story of Alpha Company, 6 RAR from
the time of the raising of 6 RAR from the split
Pentropiic Battalion, 2 RAR at Enoggera in
1965 through its period of training and final
deployment to Vietnam in June 1966 until its
return to Australia in June 1967. Alpha
Company was from its inception commanded
by a young and enthusiastic Captain Charles
Mollison but the story is told not only by
Mollison; in one sense he is simply its editor, it
is also told by the soldiers — the private soldiers
and the NCOs who served in Alpha Company.

And why Alpha Company — we all know of
Delta Company in relation to Long Tan but why
Alpha Company? It was Alpha Company,
committed to the Long Tan battlefield in APCs
that clinched victory from what was rapidly
deteriorating into an unmitigated disaster. They
were the unsung heros and remain unsung.
Their battle honours include not only Long Tan
(Operation Smithfield) but also the following
operations from Nui Dat: Vauclause, Bathurst,
Bundaberg, Ingham, Duck, Tamborine, the
disastrous hell of Bribie, Portsea and the
occupation of the Horseshoe. It tells of the
appalling base camp conditions in those early
days, the constant routine of patrolling, the
ever present threat of ‘Charlie’ out there
somewhere, the 20 year old Nashos, their first
time away from mum and dad, the stench of
death in the tropics, the leaches, the mud —
and ‘Charlie’. It is a story that will bring you to
tears and then a chuckle at the never failing
humour of the young soldier; bizarre incidents
like the soldier lying wounded through the
night propped against a tree when a ‘Charlie’
trying to remove his boots was told to “fuck off”
—and he did! It is a story to make you intensely
proud. It is told by veterans many years after
Vietnam, viewing their past through older, wiser
eyes.

Long Tan and Beyond is beautifully produced on
430 glossy pages with more than 100 photographs,
many in colour and is available in hard or soft cover.
Recommended retail prices are $44.00 for hard
cover and $33.00 for soft cover. Postage is $8.00 to
anywhere in Australia (up to two books). The book
may be purchased by mail to Cobb’s Crossing
Publications, PO Box 82, Woombye, Qld, 4559.
Payment may be made by cheque, money order or
card (Visa, Bankcard, Mastercard)

12

THE UMPIRE by Jeff Lambert

A true story with perhaps a little embellishment
from the telling over the years — Fair Dinkum!

One of the disadvantages of field survey
parties working and camped out for long
periods in the bush was the loss of sporting
activities. In earlier days (1950's) in Northern
Command when working far away from Head
Office, nine months at a time in the bush was
not unusual. With the exception of the
occasional footy or cricket match along the
way, darts at whichever pub was selected as
'the local' — after adequate reconnaissance, in
whichever town, provided of course that the
party was lucky enough to be near such
facilities, sporting opportunities were few and
far between.

When such sporting opportunities occasionally
arose it threw a bunch of individuals of differing
sporting preferences together in concert with
the preferred sporting activity of the host town.
If the town was large enough, rugby league in
the winter and cricket in the summer might be
the norm, however, ruling out the rigorous
activity of rugby league that might lead to injury
of a valued member of our survey team, cricket
was a safer option. It was usually possible to
muster a local team, albeit with the addition of
a few school children and perhaps even a
woman or two. Time of year didn't matter as it
was looked upon as a welcome day out by both
parties.

The host camp usually set the rules — edicts
such as 'no booze on the field' was helped
along with the ‘relief’ contingency of ‘lost ball
where every one had to search for the ball.
Intrepid searchers could then go armed to
search with one's favourite beverage and
although | never connived to follow suit (yeah!
— yeah!) many a slowing ball might receive a
hasty kick into the long grass, the fielder
immediately calling "lost ball" which in turn
signalled down tools by everyone in an
amazing evacuation of the mowed field toward
the refreshment centre And what if the ball
stayed lost for a little while in the surrounding



long grass???

My story to you this time is cricket. The town is
irrelevant, however a little name dropping may
help the story along a bit — just for a few of us
oldies!!!

Well the stage was set, the refreshments were
cold and luncheon arranged. The cricket pitch
bore the luxury of a concrete surface and the
spider webs had been dusted from the cricket
mats, and bags of bats, stumps, bales and an
array of half used balls. There was even a
protector or two which the opening bat
described to an enquiring woman as a knee
protector which puzzled her immensely as he
slipped it into the front of his pants to lodge in
his briefs. Yes; all was set and the toss was
enacted with great seriousness, interest and
ceremony, all this alongside the refreshment
tent of course. Then came the directions — Fred
and Phil pad up, Henry and Alex you umpire
first up, and from the other side Col and Cap'n
Anderson you take the opening bowling, Sam
as usual wickets, etc, etc. But then came a not
unusual request from the other side — could we
supply an umpire as Henry has to give the girls
a hand preparing lunch? Ted Miller was a hulk
of a man, more suited to heavy weight
wrestling or weight lifting than the agility of
cricket, to which he unashamedly admitted
abysmal ignorance. It was Ted, selected as
12th man, who put his hand up. Not much to
the rules, thought Ted, any surveyor should be
able to project the trajectory of a ball to assess
whether it would hit the stumps if not
intercepted by the batsman's pads; or if the ball
was caught fairly; or whether the bowler
overstepped the mark. All too easy for
someone trained in surveying. So in authority
behind the stumps at the bowler's end stood a
confident figure, head and shoulders over most
of the fielding side and of course the two
batsmen. Well | think it might have been Ed
Anderson who let the first taste of leather fly.
The first ball swung away to the off, as did the
next, with the local opener raising the bat
letting them through to the keeper. But then
Ed's surprise ball swung to the leg forcing the
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batsman forward and there was a mighty thud
on the pads. Too far down the leg side to
warrant an appeal from the bowler or the
keeper, they remained mute, however from the
rear a series of events commenced which was
enough to shake the cricketing world — perhaps
even spilling a few drams of scotch here and
there at Lords. At the peak of a leap that would
render the Oh what a feeling Toyota ads
amateurish, came one almighty
OOWWS - ZAT??

Yes! It echoed and re-echoed around the
ground. Birds scattered in fearful flight; a
worried cow trotted toward her skittish calf;
refreshments paused half way to their intended
destination, a stunned fielding side looked on in
half-amused amazement and a visibly upset
batsman pointed to the leg side in shocked
defiance of the appeal. By this time the
appealer had returned to mother earth and it
quickly became evident to all and sundry who
the appealer for such an inappropriate appeal
really was. YES! -NO LESS THAN THE
UMPIRE - BIG TED!

It took but a few moments for Ted to realise
that his over-zealous reaction to his own team's
performance, was not consistent with his
obligations as adjudicator, a problem which he
solved with dignity and decisiveness. In re-
gathered authority and in knowing command of
the situation he turned to the bowler and gave
the verdict: NOT OUT!!!

Soon after that episode, Ted bought himself a

tennis racket.

Ed: Cricket was for the softies. | recall a rugby
match (union | think — they had scrums of a sort)
played between two teams at Cooktown in 1975.
The local team were mostly townies with a few
ringers from surrounding properties and the
adversarial team were mostly Aborigines from
Hopetown. | think the latter won having consumed
less alcohol than the townies (who were not a very
impressive lot). There was even a streaker for side
interest — | am not sure whether he was black or
white!



RESPONSE TO THE TOAST TO THE
ASSOCIATION — by Bob Skitch

Thank you Alex for proposing the toast to our
Association. Alex Cairney asked me whether we
should toast the Corps rather than the Association
which takes a number of different forms in each of
the States and | responded that | thought it more
appropriate to toast the Association since the Corps
no longer exists. Thinking about it further | am not
sure that | was right. The Association is a bit of a
mixed up sort of organisation. The Corps remains
intact; at least in our memory.

1915 to 1996 — 81 years of service to our nation. 81
years filled with stories and experiences. It
occurred to us a couple of years back that while we
still remain an active organisation we should leave
behind a few memorials to the service of the Corps
in both peace and war so that some people may
stop and ponder as they wander past — there was
once a Royal Australian Survey Corps — whatever
did they do — who were they? Our first venture in
this regard was the memorial plaque on the
Caloundra Memorial Walkway, unveiled and
dedicated on the 11" November 2004. Then last
year on the 60" Anniversary of the cessation of
WW?2 in the Pacific we unveiled and dedicated a
memorial plaque at the Atherton Memorial Park to
those units that served on the Atherton Tableland
during WW?2 transiting to and from New Guinea and
that was a really great occasion. We propose also a
memorial plaque at a suitable location, the
showground perhaps, at Kilcoy where the Militia
Survey Unit was raised and trained to become 1
and then 5 Field Survey Company. In the west the
WA Association has recently dedicated a plaque
commemorating the Corps and all those who served
in it, located in a prominent position at Karrakatta,
the home and base of survey units over the years
from early in WW2 with the raising of the 4" Field
Survey Company. And now the Canberra
Association is working towards the dedication of a
plague to units of the Corps on the memorial
walkway to the AWM. We have another plaque in
mind in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea,
dedicated to those units that served in that theatre
and especially to that remarkable small unit, the
New Guinea Survey Section raised from local
surveyors, engineers and anyone else that had
survey and mapping skills in early 1942. This unit
was to become the 8" Field Survey Section, when
augmented with personnel from Australia and of
course, that same numerical designator was
adopted when 8 Field Survey Squadron was raised
at Popondetta with Major Alex Laing the Officer
Commanding. | am sure that Dawn here could recall
a few stories of that experience.
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We all have our stories of our service in the Corps
but as the years pass our memory tends to fog a
little. Some of our stories may be very personal,
critical perhaps but they are all worth putting into the
record. What record you may ask? Kym Weston is
developing a website and that will be an excellent
repository for all our stories. Many have been
published in our Association Bulletin and the
equivalents in the other States, the shorter ones
anyhow, but | have quite a few longer ones as well,
for example Kevin Moody’s account of Project
Cutlass in 1955/56. Lloyd Twine has provided me
with his story of 5 Fd Svy Coy — bit long for our
Bulletin but it could go into our website. There are
others.

But as well as the stories and underlying the stories
there remains the question ‘What did we do over all
those years 1946 to 1996’ — 50 years of mapping
Australia, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, the South
West Pacific nations. The Corps History is fairly
explicit from 1915 to 1939 when the Corps was not
much more than section strength and it gives pretty
good coverage of the WW2 period but only passing
mention of some of the post WW2 projects. The
History is more concerned with the politics that
occurred in the upper echelons, the Corps versus
National Mapping and its efforts to stay alive. You
may well ask are there not records, post operational
reports and the like. Chris Coulthard-Clark the
Corps historian tells me that there is very little in the
archives — they simply seem to be missing. Why?
Perhaps because we were frequently too busy
getting on with next year’s project to be too
concerned with what we did last year — apart from
survey records of course. | heard once that during a
move of Survey Directorate in Canberra from one
location to another a large number of old files and
reports were junked — taking up too much space.
We never were very good at preserving our history.

So — what did we do? We all know as individuals
what WE did. | believe that amongst us we can fill in
year after year where we went, who we went with,
what sort of work we did and the odd things that
may have happened. We have Topo Squadron
pretty well nailed in Val Lovejoy’s history of the
Regiment but not the four field survey squadrons
although by frequent appeals through our Bulletin |
am filling in some of the gaps. Maybe it's not totally
accurate but it isn’t too bad either. | need more,
especially after 1980. That is my appeal. Sit down
and think about it. | don’t mind if you simply write it
out in pencil on a toilet roll — | will put it into a tabular
format.

It is worth preserving the annals of the Corps. Give
ita go



WOI1 Barry Miller gives I Topo brief, Wendy Skitch and
Helen Campbell pay attention!

August 2006

Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner

4 Colin Hargreaves, Peggy Hebblethwaite
Dell Osterhage, Garry Purcival, Grant Small, Veronica Bruce,
Barry Lutwyche
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Amanda Purcival (Peter B'Bs daughter), Stan Campbell Dawn Laing, Peter Bates-Brownsword, Beth Small




Donna Cairney, Beth Small, Wendy Skitch Mary-Ann Thiselton, Irene Blasket
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