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EVENTS
Our Big Event for 2005 — the unveiling and dedication of the commemorative plaque at
Rocky Creek on Atherton Tableland on the 14" August 2005

DEDICATED TO THE MEMBERS OF

2/1ST ARMY TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY COMPANY
3RD FIELD SURVEY COMPANY
5TH FIELD SURVEY COMPANY

who
were based on the Atherton Tablelands and undertook survey
and mapping in Northern Australia
from 1942 to 1945

Prior to and following deployment to the South West Pacific,
New Guinea and Borneo where they served with distinction

Placed by the members of the Royal Australian Survey Corps Association
to honour their comrades present and departed.

14 August 2005

This is our plaque and it speaks for itself. Its actual measurements are 50cms by 50 cms. It will
be mounted on a substantial block of granite. The full program for the celebration of the 60"
Anniversary of Victory in the Pacific at Atherton is at the back of this Bulletin. Our last Bulletin told
the story of Rocky Creek. The dedication ceremony will take place at the Rocky Creek War
Memorial Park at Tolga, 4 kms north of Atherton on the Kennedy Highway on Sunday 14™ August
2005 at noon. The VP 60 march will take place in Atherton on VP Day — Monday 15" August 2005.
Make this your trip for 2005. Be with your Survey comrades past and present on the
weekend of 13, 14 and 15 August 2005
September Reunion — Don't forget our traditional Reunion on Saturday 3™ September.
Because | will be attending the Rocky Creek Memorial Service on 14 August | may not get another
Bulletin out before the reunion. Please advise Alex Cairney of your attendance.....Ed
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Events for remainder of 2005

May Friday — 27" ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
June Thursday —23™ Col Alex Laing Memorial Dinner for Corps Birthday.
Dinner cancelled.
Friday — 24" ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
July Friday — 1° RA Svy 90™ Anniversary Dinner in Bendigo.
Friday — 29" ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
August Sunday — 14" Unveiling and dedication of commemorative plaque at
Rocky Creek on Atherton Tableland — a most important
Friday — 26™ event — see page 6
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
September Saturday — 3™ Annual Reunion and AGM at Gaythorne RSL
Friday — 30" ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
October TBA Military Mapmaker’s Dinner at Enoggera — organised
and hosted by 1 Topo Survey Troop
Friday — 28" ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
November TBA Derek Chambers Award Presentation at the Murray Bar
of | Topo Survey Troop.
Friday — 25" Last ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL
COMMITTEE
Patron Lieutenant Colonel EU Anderson MBE (Ph 3408 9179)
President Peter Bates-Brownsword (Ph 3289 7001)

Past President
Vice President

Secretary & Asst Treasurer

Treasurer

Functions & Sqn Liaison

Bulletin Editor

North Coast member
WW2 Veteran Member

Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952)
Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370)

Mary-Ann Thiselton (Ph 3353 1026)

Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786)

Alex Cairney (Anzac Day, Reunion) (Ph 3397 7583)

Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370)

Kim Weston (Ph 5445 6927; mob 0427 377 226)
Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952)

Welfare & membership database Jim Gill (Ph 3264 1597)

Member (unallocated)

Squadron OC

Squadron SSM

Stan Campbell (Ph 3285 3970)

Major Shaun Hoffmann
WOQO1 BL (Barrie) Craymer (Ph 3332 7564)

Note: Refer Veteran's Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell

OUR HISTORY PROJECT — What did we do over all those years — 1946- 19967

| continue to canvass support for this worthwhile project. Our collective memory can fill in many gaps but it is
fading with the passing of years. In 2006 it will be ten years since the disbandment of the Corps we as
individuals served, the Corps that gave such outstanding service to our nation for eighty-one years. We need
to record what each of the units did over the fifty years following the end of WW2. It really is a simple
exercise. | have had excellent responses from Clem Sargent, Noel Sproles, John Bullen and Ted Laker is
working on his. The following is a sample of the preferred format but | am just as happy to receive your input
listed down the page — pen and ink is OK. Please give this matter some thought. Every bit helps ....

YR | UNIT OPERATION DURATION | LOCATION | NATURE OF WORK PERSONS TAKING PART OTHER
PROJECT UNDERTAKEN INFORMATION
19 NCmd | Noname On-going Qld - Control for 1” to 1 mile Capt EU (Ed) Anderson OC, | Arrived May at
56 Fd Svy Macrossan, mapping - 4th order WO2 Blue Hunter, Sgts Macrossan. Sect
Sect Charters triangulation, Snow Ralston, Jeff Lambert, | had not returned
Towers, .... Intersection, resection, | Garney Cook, Cpls Ted to Brisbane since
(plane table) baro Miller, Geoff Helsham, Sprs sometime in
heighting Sam Chambers, Brian 1955. Xmas in
Berkery, Bob Skitch. the field........




NOTICES

LAST FRIDAY

Last Fridays continue at the Gaythorne RSL
with increasing patronage. Pop along and
have a beer or a softie with you mates.

ASSOCIATION BADGE

Association badges are still available from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association. Place your orders
with Mary-Ann and we will try to satisfy them.

ASSOCIATION TIE and SCARF

March Magna Carto advises that the RAE Corps
Shop has run out of RA Svy Corps Ties. The Ex
Fortuna Survey Association has contracted to
have 100 ties produced with our Association ‘tri-
badge emblem’ using the same colours as
previous. As well as that, matching ladies scarves
are being obtained. Price of each is $20.00 and
$7.00 postage. We suggest you place your order
directly with the Ex Fortuna Association, Tracey
Phillips, email phipsys@bigpond.com or phone
Mary-Ann.

MEDALS — THEY KEEP COMING

A new medal is in the offing — The Australian
Defence Medal for volunteer service in either the
regular forces or the reserve for a minimum period
of six years from the end of WW2 onwards.
Issuing on application could commence from the
middle of 2005. It is estimated that up to 400,000
servicemen and women could be eligible.

And yet another medal: The Malaysian
Government is to award a commemorative
medal to Australian servicemen and women who
served in Malaysia from 1957 to 1966. The award
is titled Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM), in recognition
of their "distinguished chivalry, gallantry, sacrifice,
or loyalty" in contributing to the freedom of
independence of Malaysia. The Department of
Defence will receive applications, verify the
service and eligibility and facilitate the approval to
wear the award in accordance with guidelines for
foreign awards.

BERETS TO WEAR ON ANZAC DAY

The project continues and by next Anzac Day we
will have our supply of Survey Corps purple
berets. Many of us dug into our trunks and found
our old Corps berets to wear on the recent march.
They went over well and it will be better next year.

VIETNAM — A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob
McMillan-Kay.

Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay at
a cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend
this highly successful book of Bob’s Vietnam
experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane,
Maryborough, Qld, 4650.

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA

Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552)
at $60.00 plus postage of $11.50 including cost of
a padded postal bag.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2003 -
2004 & 2004 - 2005
‘Don’t go to sleep on your membership!’

Keep in touch with you Survey Corps mates
by being a paid-up member of your
Assaociation.

Our financial year
\ runs from Sept to
Sept. Subscription is
but $10.00 per year.
We encourage you to
pay three years in
advance (or more if
you wish). Some
have already done this. Subscription is waived for
veterans 75 and over who have been standing
paid-up members of our Association.

DENT 60 Te SLEEF /
N YOUR MEMBERSHIP
e ——

N—

PNG MEDAL

We believe we have an entitlement even though
the PNG High Commission in neither Canberra
nor the PNG Defence Dept at Port Moresby is
prepared to comment. Perhaps they have more
weighty matters on their mind. If anyone wishes to
give Christies a go, send to our President a photo
copy of some record of your service in PNG post
1945 and we will provide you with a letter of
support. The cost is $50.00. Who is prepared to
give it ago?

COLONEL ALEX LAING MEMORIAL DINNER —
CANCELLATION

With some regret | have cancelled our Corps
Birthday dinner this year simply because | have
had no response from members and | opted not to
do the phone around | have done in past years.
The dinner was brought forward a week this year
to avoid a clash of dates with the 90" Anniversary
dinner at Bendigo.

We would like to continue with this function in the
very pleasant surrounds of the United Service
Club in 2006 onwards. Those who have attended
in past years have expressed their enjoyment of
the dinner, the venue and the way it is conducted.
Let’s give it support in 2006. It is a very special
occasion and worthy of our Association.




‘ CANUNGRA..... submitted by Noel Sproles

$86.7 million redevelopment planned for
Canungra Military Area

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for
Defence, Teresa Gambaro announced......

The Australian Government has approved an
$86.7 million redevelopment of Kokoda
Barracks in the Canungra Military Area,
Canungra, Queensland, The redevelopment
will ensure the effectiveness of the Canungra
Military Area as a training establishment for
the next 30 years.

The existing facilities date from the 1950s
and 1970s and the training facilities are now
outdated. Much of the existing services
infrastructure requires upgrading and/or
repair to support the training that develops
the vital skills our Service men and women
need. The redevelopment involves fourteen
project elements including working
accommodation, living-in accommodation for
trainees, messing facilities, support facilities
and services infrastructure. The Kokoda
Barracks redevelopment includes the
demolition and disposal of some buildings
and the adaptive reuse, upgrade and
refurbishment of buildings, along with new
construction. Kokoda Barracks holds special
significance for Australian Army veterans of
World War 1l, as well as those involved in
subsequent conflicts. Part of this upgrade will
re-establish the Barracks entrance and
provide a new Museum and Visitor Centre on
Middle Ridge to improve access to the
Memorial Wall and Memory Hill for veterans,
their families and the public in general.
Kokoda Barracks were first established in
1942 and remains a major military training
base.

Noel Sproles makes the following comment.....
‘Well, there goes the neighbourhood. What was
wrong with lengths of wire in the bush for you to
put your hoochie covers on? Or barrack blocks in
the winter that were so cold you could not get to
sleep — great training environment for TW!V’

| ANZAC DAY 2005...... Bob Skitch

And now it is over and we are left with our
impressions — recollections of what a great
day it was. Corps comrades we have not
seen or met for years or even those we see
from time to time; the underlying significance
of the day and the things that take place on
that day, moments of quiet reflection, the

elation of the march with thousands of
cheering and grateful public (grateful for
what? And why are they there?); the
confusion; the conviviality of getting together
over a beer or two, reflections on the past,
the things we did together — that is Anzac
Day.

Those of us who attended the Dawn
Service and even those partaking of the
‘gunfire breakfast’ in the cool of the pre-dawn,
the strong coffee with a shot of rum around
the glowing pot-bellied stoves, the gathering
crowd and then the start of the service, the
piper in the parapet, the guard of honour and
the catafalque party quietly taking up their
position and then the service, the laying of
the wreaths, all with that special degree of
dignity, slightly informal, at the soldier level;
that special engineer flair — that is Anzac Day.
The breaking of the dawn as the service
concludes — kookaburras in full voice (more
crows this year); the assembled onlookers
disperse, many to the Engineer’s
Sportsman’s Club for a traditional army
breakfast — fried eggs, bacon, sausages,
baked beans, mushrooms and thick slices of
buttered bread. Should get us through the
day!

We made our way down the hill to the
Murray Bar of 1 Topo, past all those things
that evoke more memories, the old rifle range
to the right where the last shot was fired from
the 400 yard mound forty years ago; the1000
yard mound just to the right of Lavarack
Parade (named after one of our most
successful WW2 Generals) still slightly visible
(at least in my imagination — who ever fired a
rifle at a target from that position? WW1
snipers | was once told); the swimming pool
for training some soldiers to swim but more
for the enjoyment of Army families,
constructed by Engineers opposite the
roundabout and the old Queenslander, now a
chapel, once the School of Musketry and
once the home of the Commander (Brigade,
Task Force, Battalion — whatever). A little way
along, the old orderly room — of WWI origin |
believe, now apparently civilian staffed as are
so many of the administrative functions of this
modern Army. Other WW1 buildings in this
part of the old camp, all well maintained — the
battalion officer's mess, another old
Queenslander where the young officers after
a mess dinner played ‘Geronimo’ jumping out
of a window until one over imbibed subaltern
broke a leg. There were German POWSs here
during WW1 — somewhere — | am not sure



where! And so we go on, past the 1 RAR
Memorial — very impressive — and finally 1
Topo down on the left. Pat O’Conner played a
major part in the relocation of 1 Fd Svy Sgn
from Gaythorne to this location. Opposite
were the lines of the Personnel Depot where |
slept over for a few days when | was first
posted to Queensland in 1956, long gone and
what now appears to be some sort of open
space park area.

Plenty of activity around 1 Topo’'s
Murray Bar, still sporting the memorabilia of
past field trips into the north — much of it
ilegally  acquired | suspect. Good
representation from the Association, mingling
with the young blokes, and girls from the
Squadron. Some of us went across to the unit
to peer into the innards of the mobile
mapping vans with their high tech and hugely
expensive computer gear. Jim Mitchell
stepped in gingerly to test if there was
sufficient head-room. There was — for Jim a
couple of centimetres. And then it was onto
the bus for the City. The young fellows from 1
Topo miraculously had reappeared in slim
black suits causing me to ask were they
issued? No — it’s the ‘in’ thing | was told. | had
our icon theodolite on board with help from
SSM WO1 Barrie Craymer. Thanks Barry.

Making it to the City we de-bused at
the top end of William Street and made our
way to our appointed marshalling area at the
junction of George and Mary Streets. Our
theodolite man, Col Moorhead was already
there and | happily handed him my burden.
Of course it was as always a case of ‘hurry
up and wait’ and we did just that — hurrying
up and waiting in a series of false starts, Jim
Gill in the lead, then Col Moorhead, then the
banner and then the rest of us — in files of
four this year; | don't know how that came
about! Finally we were off, with a fairly good
band not far behind us who certainly knew
how to play ‘Waltzing Matilda’ — they did it
twice! From George Street we wheeled into
Ann Street and to King George Square where
the Governor of Queensland Ms Quentin
Bryce taking the salute gave us a special
wave (I like to think so as we had her son
Jack Bryce marching with us). Jim Gill
wearing his Corps beret gave a snappy salute
with his ‘eyes left’. (We had discussed this
before hand and decided that he should.) The
crowds were huge, lots of children, waving
flags, thank-you signs, cheering, clapping —
how do they keep that up for nearly two
hours? Finally into Creek Street and

Elizabeth Street and we dispersed. Jim
seemed keen to keep us going and | thought
for a minute we were going to go around
again! But we dispersed rapidly before we
were marched over by the mob of Sigs
behind us.

Perhaps | had better cut this rather
long story short. As always at the dispersal
point we met up with a couple of past
members who march with other units or
Associations — Jim Beard who marches with
Artillery was one. Barry Craymer led us to our
bus to take us back to 1 Topo at Enoggera for
a very welcome stubbie or two or three and
with trays of cheese, bikkies and the like the
day drifted on with diminishing numbers. Alex
Cairney kindly took Jim Mitchell and me to
the Enoggera Station for our free train ride
home, Jim back to Kuraby and me to
Boondall. Anzac day was over.....

And who was it good to see
...everyone — here they all are

*Jim Gill - Leader
*Col Moorehead —
carried the theodolite)
*Tony and Loretta Gee
*lan Reid
*Bruce & Ann Bowers
...... & grand-daughter
*Bruce Gordon
*Les (LVJ) Smith

and grandson

* William Smith
*Percy Long
*Jim Mitchell
*John Hook
*Barry Lutwyche
*Michael Duniam
*Jack Bryce
*John and Julie Ashby
....& daughter Joelene
*Brian Johnson
*Bob Skitch

*Barry Craymer
*Barry Wetzig

*Ross Smithwick
*John (Jock) Kay
*Lorraine Chambers
*Wally Chilcott
*Dianna Souter
Howard Gardener
*lvan Parsons

Peter and Barbara
Bates-Bownsword (NS
Band but with us in
spirit)

*Mary-Ann Thiselton
Alex Cairney

Noel Ticehurst
Banner bearers
Cpl Wayne Arch
Spr Tim Weale

* Marchers

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT -
WO1 Stephen Ellis, WSM of the Geomatic
Engineering Wing, SME in Sydney

At the AGM of the NSW Survey Ex-
Servicemen’s Association following the Anzac
day March the future of the Association was
discussed. The members are a little
concerned that the RASvy Associations have
a finite shelf life, and rightly so. The potential
to integrate Geo Techs into this group was an
option that appealed. Apparently it was



discussed with Steve Winner last year, but
didn't get a lot of support from elsewhere.

Is there a similar issue in Brisbane? | have
come up with the following proposal to
provide longevity to the RASvy Association in
NSW and also provide an association for Geo
Techs on discharge:

. start a Military Topographic Survey
Association  for former  serving
members

. membership will be open to Geo

Techs from RAE, and RASvy
members (given the generic title of the
association)

° this would definitely work for NSW,
and | expect QId
. Ex Fortuna Assoc members could be

granted affiliate membership, if they
didn't want to join straight in
Topo Svy Assoc members can march under
the current RASvy banner plus an additional
smaller banner attached below the RASvy for
Timor etc

What do you think? | know that the NSW
Association would agree to this proposal. Any
comments, ideas or the like?

WO1 Barrie Craymer to whom this comment was
sent forwarded it on to me and others. | replied
that it might be a little early for our Association to
take it on board (we have nearly 100 paid-up
members) but perhaps a sub-group for Geotechs
might be the way to go.....Ed

sumptuous, pickled pork, marinated chicken,
tasty barbequed sausages and a huge variety
of salads followed a little later by an
incredible range of deserts — all of which we
should have said ‘no’ to, but who could? As
always lots of stories and reminiscences and
with grey nomad abounding, stories of recent
adventures and who from the past had been
seen on the way. And of course the ladies
circles found other things to talk about.
Arriving at noon departure time descended on
us all too soon at 5.00pm. From all those
attending many thanks to Loretta and Tony
for their generosity in providing their beautiful
home for this now annual Association
function.

Those who enjoyed Loretta and Tony's
hospitality were:

John and Cheryl Hook  Col (Harry) Hargreaves

Irene and Peter (Blue) Jim and Marieanne Gill

Blackett Dave Anderson

Alex Cairney Robyn Tangey

Stan Campbell Mary-Ann Thiselton

Beth and Grant Small Sandra and Derek

Barry Lutwyche Stanmore

Graeme and Marilyn Peter and Barbara

Dowd Stanmore

Lorraine Chambers Bob and Wendy Skitch

John and Julie Ashby Donelle and Ross
Smithwick

AN UNFORTUNATE MISTAKE

TONY AND LORRETA GEE'S GOURMET
BBQ — 13 March 05

This item was regrettably missed from our last
Bulletin but of course the photos weren't and isn't
a photo worth a thousand words? Here is a couple
of hundred words with apologies to Tony and
Loretta Ed

Once again Loretta and Tony opened their
home to Association members for another
memorable  occasion.  Spreading  our
functions more evenly through the year Tony
and Loretta moved their BBQ from
September back to March to become our first
very informal function for the year. The
weather was kind to us and although
Brisbane was experiencing a hot day, on
Bribie Island in the shade of the Gee’s rear
patio overlooking a tranquil lagoon and
tempered with a light sea breeze, it was
pleasantly cool. As always the food was

Some mistakes can be readily corrected and
others cannot. Brian Murray (NG Survey
Section 1942-45) from Canberra sent me a
note back in March advising me that our
plaque placed on the Caloundra Memorial
Walkway contained an error of fact. In listing
the theatres of war in which Survey Corps
members served, New Guinea is shown as
1943-1945. Brian pointed out that the NG
Survey Section was raised from local
surveyors in March 1942 soon after Japan’'s
entry to the War. A member of some note in
that unit was Lt N (Jerry) Owers whose name
is memorialised in ‘Owers’ Corner’, accepted
as the southern end of the Kokoda Track.
The Corps History described the NG Survey
Section as an ‘improvised unit’ and part of the
‘New Guinea Force’. In July 1942 the unit
was augmented by 33 personnel from 3 Fd
Svy Coy and soon after re-designated 2 Fd
Svy Sect. In March 1943 it was further re-
designated 8 Fd Svy Sect to avoid confusion
with other field survey sections belonging the



four field survey companies. Clearly there is
no doubt that the date shown on our plaque
should have been 1942, not 1943.

What to do about it? The foundry that
produced the plaque said that if we could
remove it from the wall they could grind off
the ‘3’ and braze on a ‘2’ but Caloundra
Council and the RSL advised that the plaque
is fixed to the wall in such a way that to
remove it would badly damage the plaque
and the wall behind it. It appears that this is
simply not an option.

Both Peter Bates-Brownsword and | are
mortified that this mistake should have
happened. Does it matter? — Of course it
does! | have told Brian this and as one of the
few remaining members of that remarkable
unit he has replied very graciously: A 1943
instead of a 1942 does not diminish the
reputation of a small Corps which did so
much in peace and war, for so many years in
so many places. It could be said ‘Our maps
are our memorial’. Perhaps we should just
leave it.

PERSONALIA and other Jottings

Les Wellins phone before Anzac Day to
apologise for not being able to attend the
march this year. Les and Jo will be in
Adelaide at a family reunion and may make
the Anzac march there. Les and Jo have well
and truly joined the corps on ‘grey nomads’.
In 2002 they caravanned around Australia in
their KIA Sorrento and Gazelle caravan and
in 2004 headed back to Adelaide and then
onto WA and the South West. At Margaret
River they met up with Alex Czummerharlen
(apologies if that spelling is not correct) whom
we knew as ‘Zumma’ in RA Svy days. Alex’s
period of service was from 1962 to 1968
spent entirely with the Regiment’s Topo Sqn.
Les met Alex first at the School in 1962. Alex
now lives in Adelaide and works in some sort
of stores management.

Noel Ticehurst marched with us on Anzac
Day. In fact he attended the Dawn Service at
2CER and came back to 1 Topo for post
march conviviality. |1 was a little wrong in my
report on Noel in the April Bulletin. He
actually contracts his services to the
Canberra TAFE and on their behalf he was to
look at the advanced equipment held by 1
Topo. Noel has thrown his hat in the ring with
our Queensland Branch of the Association.
He says the Canberra mob is just about non-

existent. | was able to hand him a copy of our
April Bulletin and he seemed intensely
interested in it during quiet moments
throughout the day. | last saw Noel in deep
conversation with Bruce Bellette as | was
departing 1 Topo. Hope we see more of you
Noel — keep us informed of your doings.

Jock Kay came up from his home at Franklin
(near Wilsons promontory) to be with us on
Anzac day. He stayed with Alex and Donna
Cairney and fronted up with Alex to the Dawn
Service. | didn't get a chance to talk to Jock
as the day passed but Alex tells me he has
put his Franklin home on the market for a
quick sale and plans to return to Brisbane as
soon as it is sold. (Donna Cairney is
recovering well from the nasty fall she
experienced a few weeks back)

Bruce Wetzig was with us on Anzac Day. He
met up with us at the marshalling area in
George St and then afterwards at | Topo for
post march conviviality. Bruce and Geraldine
live at Manunda, a suburb of Cairns. Bruce,
now 57, had twelve years in the Corps in the
60s, finishing up with 1 Fd Svy Sgn. He now
works for a firm that specialises in fitting roller
door compartments in 4WD vehicles and
travels extensively promoting the service at
4WD expos around the country.

Ted Laker. | contacted Ted recently to enlist
his aid on our ‘What Did we Do’ history
project. Who would know more about 2 Fd
Svy Sgn and other Eastern Command survey
units than Ted Laker who spent most of his
long career of 35 years there? Ted tells me
that he is reasonably fit, all things considered.
He is 84 now and his legs are not much use
and his heart is a bit dodgy but apart from
that....Ted doesn’t complain. Ted lost his wife
Heather two years ago. He left his home of
many years at Smithfield and lives now at
Beacon Hill on the north side. With many of
the Indonesian operations being mounted out
of Eastern Command Ted had his time in
Indonesia.

Noeline Lafferty tells me that Bill is not at all
well. | had reported in a previous Bulletin that
Bill had been laid low with heart problems.
We trust that these are not getting worse. Bill
continues as secretary/treasurer of the NSW
Association, albeit, while living at Cooma.
Noeline gives him good support in this.
Noeline comments: | met Bill in New Guinea



after he'd left the Army - we were working on
the same construction project there.

Bill Boyd reports: “Anzac day saw Ken
Shaw and me at the Woy Woy dawn service.
It was a much better than last year albeit run
by the same people. Obviously the president
of the RSL who delivered the address this
year was better than the vice president who
last year found it "just too difficult" to produce
an address with about twelve hours notice
when the president fell ill on Anzac eve. Not
that the president's effort was worth the
twelve month wait. | reckon he would have
made corporal.

Ken is a little unsteady, though not
incapacitated. He and Nance were looking
forward to a visit by Merv Marks and his wife
this week.

We are looking forward to August at Rocky
Creek. (Bill and Anne are already booked for
Atherton (and Rocky Creek) on 14 August 05 for
the dedication of the plaque to the WW2 Survey
units - Ed)

John Ashby was at the Dawn Service with
Julie and daughter Joelene. | noticed that
John was wearing the Australian National
Sports Medal — miniature, modest fellow that
John is! He was awarded this on the
nomination of the Ipswich City Council for his
services to youth sport, baseball | think. Well
done John! Like many of our Survey Corps
carto-tech members he never qualified for a
general service medal and falling short of 15
years service, not even for the National
Medal (Gough’'s Gong). But he will qualify for
the ‘Volunteers Medal’ when it happens.

Jack Bryce representing his grandfather
Tom Bryce of 5 Coy fame marched with us
this year proudly wearing Tom's WW2
medals. Last year it was younger son Rupert
who marched with us and as anyone who
reads the Courier Mail would know, Rupert
this year was about to be married. Jack is in
the business of design with his father
Michael, and is a regular bloke. Hope we see
more of you Jack on Anzac Days and on any
other of our Association functions. (Jack is the
son of our Queensland Governor, Quentin Bryce,
who of course took the salute on the march past —
gave Jack a special wave also | noticed — Ed)

Andy Steen phoned to tell me about the
memorials to WW2 Prisoners of War being
erected in Bendigo at the entrance to the
Memorial Gardens (Rosalind Park?). He tells

me that they are two substantial blocks of
granite bearing plaques inscribed with the
names of all POWs of WW2. Both of Andy’s
brothers are named on the memorials. They
are: William Samuel (Bill) Steen, who died in
the infamous Tarakan camp and Cuthbert
Henry (Bert) Steen who returned home from
Changi. Bill Steen commenced his service
with 5 Field Survey Company with Andy and
then managed to transfer to the 8" Division.
Bert Steen died some years after the war and
is buried at Grafton.

Foo: On a lighter note, Andy reflected on the
time he spent convalescing from scrub typhus
at Rocky Creek. He says the first thing he
saw on venturing outside was the grafitti
drawing common at that time ‘Foo’s been
here’. It was everywhere Andy says — on the
backs of you-know-what doors, walls,
anything at all where it was possible to
scrawl. Of course Rocky Creek had a
preponderance of women — nurses, sisters
and the like so Miss Foo often featured. Andy
thinks that since this individual ‘Foo’ served
so extensively on the Tableland there should
be a memorial to Foo and Miss Foo in the
park. Onyer Andy!

Andy celebrated his 99" birthday on the 4"
May. He tells me that age is starting to catch
up with him and this year may see the last of
his famous vege garden. Nola, his wife, ten
years younger, is quite well.

Frank Young sent me a letter to say he read
with interest the articles and biographical
sketches of some of the RASvy Assoc
members in our last Bulletin. He was
surprised at how many names and faces he
could remember. Frank went on to say “while
an inactive member | am in regular contact
with a couple of past Corps members. Being
in Toowoomba, always busy and fed up with
too many trips to Brisbane doesn’t encourage
me to be active. However, my wife and |
thoroughly enjoyed our involvement in laying
the Survey Corps plaque in Darwin in 2002
and the subsequent WW?2 social tours”. (Dr
Frank Young is Associate Professor and Head of
the Surveying and Land Information Department,
University of Southern Queensland — Ed)

Bob McMillan-Kay dropped a line after
receiving our last Bulletin to bring me up to
date on his activities. He too finds that he can
remember so many past Corps members
even after the passing of quite a few years.



Bob plans to attend the Corps dinner in
Bendigo and intends to spend some time on
the way in the Albury/Wodonga area making
contact with Gordon Lowery, Lloyd Patterson
and others. Bob'’s excellent book ‘A Technical
tour of Vietnam’ had a good review in the
Victorian RSL magazine ‘Mufti’, which
comments that ‘it is the author’'s description of
his return to Vietnam in 1995 that will be of
significant interest to many Vietham Veterans
and their families. It is at times humorous,
sad and very informative...Highly
recommended to anyone who is serious
about Australian Military History and in
particular, the Australian experience in
Vietnam'.

Bob and his partner are planning an overseas
trip to UK, Ireland, Belgium and France with
stopovers in Singapore to break the journey.

Noel Sproles reports: Lynda and | are off to
Darwin on the Ghan tomorrow (Wednesday —
1 June). We will be putting our Toorak Truck
on the train and will be driving it back down to
Adelaide over the next month plus or minus a
few days. Could you please take us off your
mailing list for this period of time to prevent
our mail box from overloading. We intend to
enjoy ourselves and will be thinking of you all
— Oh Yeah!!

PS Keep the really GOOD emails for me
when | get back — hate to miss them.

Ray Smith after receiving our March Bulletin
(twice because he is secretary of the 3" Aust
Fd Svy Coy (AIF) Association) sent me a
letter. Ray has been on our mail-out list for
some time and | assumed that he was a 5
Coy bloke living in Victoria. Ray assures me
that his service was with 3 Coy, not 5 Coy.
Ray writes “I went into the first Survey School
in Burwood, Vic, in March 1942 after joining
the Army at 18 in Jan 42. At 16 years of age |
had started work as a cadet engineer and
survey assistant for FJ Walters, Shire
Engineer near Melbourne. This background
probably steered the army to place me in the
Corps. After 3 months at the School | was
posted to 3 Coy just a week before it
entrained to Queensland. | then served with it
for the next three and a half years in North
Queensland and New Guinea (18 months)
until discharge in Dec '45.” Ray comments
that he has been secretary of the 3 Coy
Association for 26 year as has their treasurer
Pat Hogan — both in their 82™ year. Ray sent
me a copy of their unit history ‘Soldier

Surveyors’, published by the Army Survey
Regiment just before its demise. It is an
excellent publication.

Survey Corps almost ignored. So reads an
article in the ‘Points of View’' column of the
Border Mail (Albury Wodonga) dated 6 April
05. The article refers to the opening of the
excellent Army Museum at Bandiana by the
Minister for Veteran's Affairs. The author,
Alec Savidge states that he is an ex-
serviceman with WW2 experience and the
father of a former Survey Corps cartographer
who was stationed at the School of Military
Survey at Bonegilla. He goes on to say that
he was dismayed to find that apart from an
obscure Survey Corps insignia board on a far
wall, the Survey Corps was not recognised at
the Bandiana Army Museum. For the benefit
of the readers Mr Savidge gives a brief run-
down on the history of the Corps and the
significance of the work it performed and
suggests that Colonel John Neale and Major
Graham Docksey of the Bandiana Army
Museum Foundation might look favourably at
correcting the oversight.

Editor’'s note: Clearly if any action at all is to
be undertaken it will have to be initiated by
some of our ex RA Svy members, perhaps in
the Albury Wodonga area. There are quite a
few influential ones — Ross McMillan and past
Corps Director Colonel John Hillier. What
about it John?

More Anzac Day Reports from elsewhere

Brian Mead reports that Anzac Day in the
West was a great success for the WA
Association. Brian reports that he received a
call from Bruce Bellette (who attended our
post-march conviviality at 1 Topo) to say that
he had enjoyed our hospitality. Bruce was
wearing the WA Association Cap and it was
an ‘object of curiosity’ to we Queenslanders —
“such is life” says Brian. (I have assured
Brian that we think it is great for the less
formal occasions but we prefer berets for the
march. Ed) Brian goes on to report that the
March through Perth, although congested
along St Georges Terrace, was overwhelming
with the response of the crowd unbelievable —
loud cheering and applause. “We attended
the Dawn Service at 13 Fd Sqgn, Karrakatta -
well done, with an armed party, chaplain and
bugler from the Navy. $3 for breakfast and
then we went home for a spell before the
Perth March.” (pikers!)



At about 1330 hrs we (ie, WA Association)
conducted our AGM at 13 Fd Sqgn - good
attendance with about 20 present. The main
surprise to me was the insistence of those
present - in the deferring of our Annual
Dinner for a month, to early August. Last
count - 14 of our Members are attending the
Bendigo Re-Union. We all enjoyed a few
refreshments in the Ryan Club after the
Meeting and managed a few photos from
which to remember the occasion.

By way of interest the hierarchy of the WA
Association is:

President. Brian Firns.
Vice President. Mike Venn.
Sec/Treas. Brian Mead.
Westlink Editor. Brian Mead.

Committee Members. Eric Clutterbuck and

Phil Bray.

Richard Jackson-Hope (we knew him as
Jacko in the 50s and 60s) reports on the
NSW Association march as follows; Attached
are some photographs | took on ANZAC day
in Sydney.(see our photo gallery) It was a
lovely day with large crowds lining the street
up to ten deep in places. The kids were
funny; they came on to the roadway to shake
hands with the older blokes marching. Dick
Smith was there with his large sign “Thank
you”. We had a good band behind us: they
not only played but sang a lot of the old
marching songs much to the delight of the
crowds lining the streets. | think we had 25
marching. We marched behind the last of the
Engineers. (unfortunately the group photo
was too blurred to use but the names
supplied by Noeline Lafferty are: SPR N.
Osborne, SPR J. Boeyen, SPR C. Bourke, SPR
D. Linehan, CPL G. Withers, SPR A. Schulz,
LCPL M. Jenkins, WO2 T. Purdey, WOL1 S. Ellis,
Norm Brady, Ted Hunter, Bob Hunter, John
Siddons, Richard Jackson-Hope, and seated, Dick
Owens. Jack Devery, Basil Stahl, John Monteath,
Margaret and John Cavil, Ted Laker, Bill
Montague, Betty and Norm Brady, and Peter
Watson.

THE NOT SO WELL

Sam Chambers (we all know Sam don’t we)
phoned Alex Cairney recently soon after his
discharge from hospital. It seems that Sam
went in for quite major heart surgery
concerning his aortic valve and suffered in
the process complete renal failure. Sam
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spent fourteen days in intensive care where
his life was on the proverbial thread but has
made a remarkable recovery. Home now, he
is nevertheless feeling somewhat weak and it
may be a while before he can be downing a
jug or two or running a mile. Very best wishes
Sam from all of us in the Queensland
Association.

Kev Walsh remains at home in his little
cottage on the Bell-Vista estate at Caloundra.
Not well, but continues to fight. Kev is looking
forward to the visit of his grandson David
from UK (a promising footballer) in June and
his son lan in July. Kevin enjoys a yarn about
old times so if you are traveling through
Caloundra any time, drop in. He is only a
short distance from Caloundra Road at Little
Mountain. Phone him first — 07 5438 1710

Jo Mazerol: Brian Mead reports that Jo has
been in the Joondalup Hospital for the past
week. He is having a good rest, priorto
having prostate surgery (not cancer) next
Tuesday, with the fitting of a pace-maker to
follow, once he recovers. He has had long
term hypertension and mesothelioma - both
are attributed to his Army Service. A knee
replacement is also long overdue.

Betty and Jo have recently relocated to a villa
- situated in a new retirement village, in the
suburb of Madeley. The move went well with
all their family pitching in to help. Sadly Jo
had to part with the majority of his workshop
equipment - but still managed to fill their new
double garage with his keep-sakes. "The
family car remains in the driveway"!!

Jo Mazerol is one of the Corps’ unforgettable
personalities, at least for anyone who served in
the West. As MT NCO on numerous field trips his
innovative initiative often got them out of difficult
situations — and maybe into some! Jo was
awarded the BEM for his services. Jo has taken to
the pen with a series of short and amusing
reminiscences. Two of these are included in this
Bulletin....Ed

VALE

Terry Winzar: Magna Carto reports the death
of Terry Winzar, known to many as ‘Yarpa’ at
the age of 45.Terry was a country Victorian
and spent much of his career at Fortuna in
Litho Squadron. He spent some of his career
in recruiting, as an instructor at the Geomatic
Wing of SME and also at 1 Topo. .As a result
of a military accident Terry received medical
discharge and returned to Bendigo. His



funeral took place at the White Hills Anglican
Church on 15 April and was well attended by
Association members and especially past
Litho Sgn members. Brian, Paul and Di
Thomas from Queensland attended the
funeral. Magna Carto comments — at age 45
so many of his friends are left wondering why.

SURVEY ANECDOTES
by Jo Mazzarol BEM

A CONVOY TO WYNDHAM
At one stage | was asked to
take a convoy of six or seven
trucks from Fremantle to
Wyndham. Maj Sprenger gave
me written, detailed
instructions of timings, fuel
usage, routes, camping sites,
etc, which | forgot all about in the confusion of
packing and leaving, and never read.

All went well until we got to about Turkey
Creek and looked like running out of fuel. |
understood that we had started out with
ample fuel to complete the journey. At some
stage towards the latter part of the trip, the
two drivers we had with us from 22
Construction Squadron, had asked me if they
could use a truck to see the town. | agreed.
What they were actually doing was flogging
our 44 gal drums of fuel. They had been
doctoring their logbooks all along so that it
looked as though their trucks had consumed
it. It was a well-planned sting.

One of the two drivers had the same name as
that of a famous explorer. He came with me
when | approached a station manager to ask
for enough fuel for us to complete the
journey. We gave him our names. | said | was
Jo Mazzarol and my companion was So and
So. He looked at us rather strangely at these
two unlikely names; one, the name of an
explorer, and the other, an almost
unpronounceable Italian name.

Maj Sprenger replaced the borrowed fuel and
let the matter drop. Nothing could be proven
and we had enough on our plate without
concerning ourselves with two crooks. The
instructions | was given apparently stipulated
our arrival time as 1700hrs on a certain date
and despite stopping and assisting a couple
of stranded groups, and the requesting-of-
fuel episode, we miraculously arrived dead on
time.
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As an aside, one of the stranded groups
included a girl about eighteen years old. She
was bogged to the eyeballs in soft mud and
had been crawling around under the vehicle
pushing salt bush and rocks under the driving
wheels, trying to get some traction. She was
a slim, well-built, blue-eyed blonde soaking
wet in liquid brown mud, her shorts and ‘T’
shirt clinging like a second skin. A living
Goddess, if ever we saw one. We caught up
with her later in the pub after she had
showered and changed. Although she looked
gorgeous, we voted she looked much better
as we first found her, smothered in mud.

When Maj Sprenger congratulated me on the
accuracy of my arrival, | looked at him in
bewilderment, amazed at his clairvoyance,
still not realizing that the ETA was in unread
instructions. | had to admit that the
instructions were still carefully packed away,
unread. | have always believed that if you are
going to get in the shit you might as well get it
over as quickly as possible. Good job that he
was a laid back sort of bloke, especially as
things had almost, gone off like clockwork

SQUASHED COCKY

| had to go to a fuel depot one day to collect a
truck load of 44s. The operator of the place
was not there, but on an earlier occasion he
had invited me to operate his little Ferguson
tractor in his absence. It had a boom and
chain attached that he used to load the
drums. So this time | used it to load my truck.

I had just finished loading when a civilian
truck arrived, also needing fuel. He said he
did not know how to drive the tractor, so |
offered to load his truck. The tractor was an
interesting little assembly to operate and |
was reluctant to get off it.

Because | do not have any depth perception |
had to load by swinging the drums around to
the back of the tray where | could see that the
drum was lined up with, and just clear of the
floor, then swing it into position. We had
almost completed the load when he asked
me to lower a drum into a centre hole he had
made. | was apprehensive about this bit.

| lifted the drum over where | guessed the
empty space was and gently lowered it.
Unfortunately it was just off centre and
because the bottom rim momentarily rested



on the top edge of a drum, the weight went
off, the carrying clips fell away and the drum
dropped awkwardly sideways across the
hole, nearly squashing the cow cocky. He
made no comment other than an accusing
glare, which | acknowledged with the Italian
gesture of raised shoulders and outstretched,
uplifted hands, “No speeka da English”.

‘WONKEY’

| was posted from Bendigo to the Albert Park
Barracks Photo Library at this time. | was
working with WO Barney Hogan, sorting
through aerial photography, annotating
mosaics of training areas, establishing photo
flight lines on maps, indicating gaps etc etc.

Wonkey was a small Sky Terrier that Betty
and | found lying on the side of a country
road on the outskirts of Melbourne. We were
on our way back from a few weeks
honeymoon around the coast, to Mt Gambier
and inland through Bendigo. Wonkey was an
obvious car chaser and had a chipped
hipbone which must have been very painful,
because his teeth were clenched and his
gums white.

| carefully picked him up and put him on a
blanket on the back seat of the 1926 Lancia
Lambda we owned at the time. He had no
collar and looked very scruffy so we decided
to take him on to Melbourne rather than try to
find the owner.

It was Saturday afternoon when we reached
Melbourne and all the vets were somewhere
else, but eventually we found an animal
hospital open where they diagnosed the
chipped bone, gave him a sedative and said
that apart from being bloody painful, he would
get over it. So he became part of the family.
He chased postmen.

When Betty and | were posted to Perth,
Wonkey came over along by air in a crate.
When he arrived, | collected him from the
aerodrome and released him near the
barracks at Karrakatta. He spent at least an
hour running around, pissing on every tree in
sight. When each of our three children was
born, they were put on the floor so that he
could give them a good sniffing all over, by
way of introduction. He bonded well and
became very protective.

| used to take him to the bush with me in the
early days. One day | was driving a jeep and
he was sitting on the floor between Frank
Cohen’s feet. He kept trying to stand on
Frank’'s boots and was promptly kicked off.
Later we found out that the problem was
being left hand drive, the jeep’s exhaust pipe
ran to the right side of the vehicle and made
the steel floor so hot you couldn’'t put your
hand on it. Poor old Wonkey's paw pads were

frying.

When our second daughter was born | was in
the bush around Toodyay. We received a
message that | was to return to Perth as Betty
was in hospital. | was transported to the bus
depot with the dog around about dusk. |
asked the bus driver if it was okay for me to
take the dog with me on the bus. He said it
was up to the passengers, so he turned
around to the only passenger on the bus and
asked him. The bloke agreed, so we were in.
By the time we reached Perth the bus was
full, but Wonkey had the good sense to lie
quietly under the seat as the bus filled.

The photo was taken around Toodyay
showing me cutting the hair from around
Wonkey'’s face so he could see where he was
going. He was called Wonkey because he
always walked with a pronounced limp. He
died of gastroenteritis at a veterinarian clinic
along Stirling Highway. Everyone was heart
broken when | brought home his empty collar.

TOPO
VY SON

. 1 TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY
Ek SQUADRON

No report this issue. The Squadron
has been very busy over the past couple of
months and we will hear all about it in the
August Bulletin. Ed
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ANZAC DAY 0415 — the Gunfire Breakfast (Coffee with rum!)
Bob Skitch, Capt Byrne (I Topo), Noel Ticehurst.

0510 — The 7 Fd Sqn Memorial — 0610 — Memorial Garden of Crosses —

RA Svy Assoc wreath to the right. Engineer Campaigns
BEFORE THE MARCH
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0630 — Breakfast in the Engineer’s Sportman's Club — 0730 — later at 1 Topo's Murray Bar —
Mary-Ann Thiselton, Julie Ashby, John Ashby, Bruce and Ann Bowers with grand-daughter .
Joeline Ashby.



Wally Chilcott, WO2 Pat Austine, Jim Gill,
Noel Ticehurst, Barrie Craymer.

THE MARCH
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1045 — L to R — Jim Mitchell, Col Moorhead, John Hook, Noel Ticehurst, Mary-Ann, Perc Long (rear) Joeline
Ashby (front), John Ashby, LVJ Smith (slouch hat facing to rear — typical!), William Smith (LVJ’s grandson),
Tony Gee, Bruce Bowers , (Bruce’s grand-daughter wearing great grandfather’s medals), Brian Johnson,
Lorraine Chambers, Barrie Craymer, Jim Gill, Jock Kay, Dianna Souter, Ian Reid.

Missing from photo — Bob Skitch (taking the photo), Bruce Gordon, Barry Lutwyche, Michael Duniam,

Jack Bryce, Brian Wetzig, Ross Smithwick, Wally Chilcott, Alex Cairney, Ivan Parsons.
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2% 1100 — Our March Leader Jim Gill with Col Moorhead
carrying the theodolite and banner bearers Cpl Wayne
Arch and Spr Tim Weale, followed by the rest of us in
Adelaide Street just past Creek Street — all in step too!



AFTERWARDS

1430 — back at 1 Topo s Murray Bar —

Barbara and Peter Bates-Brownsword just back from
drumming in the National Service Band — Barbara in her
Kyber Pass helmet and Peter in his Corps beret which
many of us wore on the march.
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The NSW Association formmg up for the march. At least
you can see their legs!
See personalia item for the names of those taking part.
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