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COLONEL C.S. (TIM) TYLER

Born 30 November, 1807,

Lieutenant R, A N, Reserve 1922-1932.

Joined Royal Australian Survey Corps 13 January, 19 36,

Transferred 2/1 Corps Field Survey Coy 15 June, 13940.

Appointed Stores Officer, Survey Directorate LHQ, 21 June, 1942,
Promoted Captain, 23 October, 19432,

Promoted Major 19 November, 1343,

Appointed Major {Tech, ) Survey Directorate AHQ 12 November, 1345,

Attached Aust Army Staff UK and Directorate of Military Survey War
Office 26 June, 1951/8 April, 1952,

Appointed C.0. AHQ Survey Regiment and promoted Lieut-Colonel, 18
March, 19862,

Retired from active list and granted military title of Colonel, 1 December,
1962,

Division of National Mapping 1 July, 1963 to 1 December, 1972,

Yor further details see pages 28 to 31.



EDITORIAL COMMENT

With the publication of this our 9th National Corps Bulletin, we
seem to be over most of the inaugural hurdles that beset almost every new
enterprise of this nature, We think the quality of articles and production
have gradually improved over the years and Unit Associations are coming
to the party with more and better contributions. You will see some photo-
graphs in this issue of war-time activities and we would recommend to
'Associations' to have members cull their collections of photos and war-
time unit publications, particularly, for suitable items of interest, There
must be thousands of them,

In terms of finance for the National Bulletin, the cost of publi-
cation seems Lo have stabilised and if each Unit Association contributes
$10 per annum we will be able to keep up the standard. Ofcourse, ifbigger
Associations choose to exceed this amount we won't send it back!

Finally very few members of the Corps will not have had con-
tact with, or at least heard a spate of anecdotes about Col C. 5. ({Tim)
Tyler, whoge well known countenance adorns ocur cover. Well he has
retired, for the second time, having given a lifetime of gervice to National
and International mapping activities, We wonder what will be his third
career; he is, obviously, too fit and active to really retire, We all wish
him the very best whatever he decides, Perhaps bowls!



ROYAI. AUSTRAIIAN SURVEY CORPS ACTIVITIES 1873

In the fourth consecutive year the Corps conducted a mapping
operation in Indonesia, This year the operation was again in Sumatra con-
ducted by 5 Field Survey Squadron under the command of Major Hugh
Taylor. During the year 5 Field Survey Sguadron moved from their long-
time base at Fremantle into new accommodation at Karrakatta,

Major operations were also conducted in Northern Queensland
and Torres Strait by the Brishane-based 1 Field Survey Squadron under the
command of Major Keith Todd. Two operations were conducted in Papua
New Guinea with the Adelaide-hased € Field Survey Squadron commanded
by Major George Ricketts operating in Western Papua New Guinea and the
Popendatta-based 8 Field Survey Squadron commanded by Major Alex Laing
operating in New Britain,

Colonel John Nolan attended the CART 13M conference in
Bangkok vigiting Singapore enroute. Lieut-Colonel Jim Stedman also
attended the CART 13M conference and visit Indonesia on the way home,

Major John Hillier was promoted to Lieut- Colonel and has been
posted to Jakarta as a technical adviser to the Indonesian Army Mapping
Organization,

Major Brian Dalton iz Second-in-Command at Army Head-
quarters Survey Hegiment, It is expected the Regiment will have yet
another name change and become the Army Survey Regiment.

Major John Bullen is to attend the 1974 Course at the Royal
Military College of Science at Shrivinham, U, K.

Major Peter Constantine is now at Bendigo and has been re-
placed at Survey Directorate by Major Frank Thorogood who came from the
staff at the Australian Staff College,

Major Neel Sproles is also in Canberra posted to the Director-
ate of Material Development,



Captain Peter Eddy has been promoted to Major and is the
equipment officer, replacing John Hillier.

Captain David Hebblethwaite returned from his Canadian post-
ing, with a bride. He has been promoted to Major and posted to the School
of Military Survey. Captain Robin Wilson replaced David in Canada.

Captain Frank Bryant had a short tour of the United States and
Canada to study photogrammetric techniques and equiprment. Lieutenant
Dan McClusky also had a short technigal visit to North America.

Captain Pat Wood replaced Captain Kevin Walsh on the U. K,
exchange posting,

Captain Reg Smith successfully completed his Bachelor of Arts
degree.

Captain Rob Bridge has joined the Directorate staff in Canberra.

Both of our overseas exchange officers returned home during
the year - Major Roger Bailey, Royal Engineers was replaced by Captain
Dennis Williams and Captain Ed Richardson, Royal Canadian Engineers,
wag replaced by Captain David Carney,

Captain Ken Lyons who resigned from the Army in 1971 has
joined the C, M, F. in Western Australia. Ken is now a lecturer at the
Western Australian Institute of Technology.

Mr. Bill Hook, a former draughtsman in the Corps has joined
the Direclorate staff as a Senior Draughtsman (civilian).

Warrant Officer Stan Vote and Staff Sergeant Jim Mitchell re-
turned from their overseas tours. Stan was on exchange duties and Jim
attended University College, London. Sergeant John McCracken replaces
Stan Vote and Staff Sergeant Graeme Birrell replaces Jim Mitchell.

New officers to join the Corps since the last Bulletin are:

Captain Kevin Murphy (attending RMIT)
Captain Jim Corless {attending WAIT)



Captain Barry Wright (AHG) Svy Regt)
Captain John Sinclair {AHQ Svy Regt)
Captain Don Swiney {5 Fd Svy Sqn)

Lieutenant Bill Lambourne (2 Fd Svy Sqn)

2 Lieutenant Alan Grant {School Mil Svy)
2 Lieutenant Peter Marx (AHQ Svy Regt)
2 Lieutenant John Yenn (AHQ Svy Regt)
2 Lieutenant Pat Lilley {attending SATI)
2 Lieutenant Owen Thomas (AHQ Svy Regt)

Captains Murphy, Corless and Wright transferred from the Royal
Australian Army Education Corps. Captain Swiney transferred from the
Royal Australian Engineers, Captain Sinclair resigned from the Royal
Canadian Engineers and had served with R. A, Svy in 1969-71 as the Can-
adian Exchange officer.

NEW HEADQUARTERS

FFOR SURVEY IN S50UTH AUSTRALIA




NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR SURVEY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

A new quarter million dollar survey building specifically de-
gigned for the purpose of map making, was opened at Keswick Barracks on
Wednesday, 6 June, by the Chief of General Staff, Lieutenant General Sir
Mervyn Brogan, KBE, CB, who unveiled a plague to celebrate the occasion

The opening was witnessed by many senior officers and person-
alities including the Commander, Central Command, Brigadier C.J. Miles,
the Surveyor General Mr, G. Campbell Kennedy and the Director of
Military Survey from Canberra, Colonel J, K. Nolan,

The building which consists of two levels, provides every
facility for map-making to the stage where final compilations are sent to
the Survey Regiment at Bendigo, Victoria, for printing and publishing,

The official party and the many visitors totalling approximately
130, were conducted on a tour through the building and the Central Com-
mand Band played for the occasion.

The unit was first established in Adelaide in February, 1352
when it occupied a Drill Hall at Largs Bay. At that time the unit was
named AHQ Field Survey Section (Central Command Det. ) and in 1853 was
moved into hutted accommeodation at Hamstead Barracks, later into war-
time huts at Keswick Barracks in 1954,

In 1961 the unit was moved again; this time occupying an old
brick building which was located immediately to the rear to the new build-

ing.

The unit was re-designated Central Command Field Survey
Unit in 1962 and it was not until 1970 when the unit was re-named 4 Field
Survey Squadron as the result of an establishment increase. Since that
time it has been commanded by Major G.0Q, Ricketis,



CANBERRA SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION

Patron : Brig, D. Macdonald
President . Brig., F, Buckland, O.B E.
Treasurer : J. Yarra

Secretary : K, Seaton,

55 Golden Grove,
RED HILL A.C.T. 2603

The Asgsociation held two successful functions since the last
issue of the National Bulletin, The Canberra Yacht Club was the venue for
both our Remembrance Dinner on Saturday, 11 November, 1872 and the
Reception to Members attending the Survey Congress in Canberra on 5
April, 1973. The latter is reported elsewhere in the Bulletin.

Our Annual General Meeting was conducted earlier in the even-
ing before the Dinner. Brigadier Frank Buckland and Ken Seaton were
elected to the vacant positions of President and Secretary. Our retiring
President, George Connelly, made the address of welcome to the vigitors
and spoke briefly on the Association's affairs. The Treasurer's report
was read and accepted,

"Clewsie" spoke on several items he felt should be looked into,
so that interest in our national cause might be advanced. Qur newly
elected President, Brigadier F. Buckland, replied. Brigadier Don Mac-
donald moved a vote of thanks to George Connelly and Spencer Snow for the
good work done during their years of office.

Having disposed of the serious part of the evening, the Remem-
brance Dinner - Buffet Style - was soon in full swing, We were fortunate
to have with us Noel Fletcher, Bert Brook, Ted Hunter, Harry Kilby, Ted
Laker, Terry Starr, Carl Aggic and Jack Quick from Sydney, Bob Brown
and Morrie Teese of 3 Coy from Melbourne and last - but not least -
"Clewsie' who was brought down from Khancoban by Carl Aggio and Jack
Quick. Some 25 local members made up the total.




Prior to the Dinner on the Saturday evening, several of the
Sydneyites were 'looked after' by Bill Clarke on the Friday night, then on
the Saturday, they split up to play golf and bowls. Sunday saw a re-gather-
ing at Frank Buckland's for a barbeque lunch plus "refreshments', After
"Clewsie' departed with Bob Brown and Morrie Teese on the first leg of his
way back to his Pelargoniums, an impromptu game of bowls was held on
Frank's back lawn - resulting in a win for non-bowlers Frank Buckland,
George Connelly and Jim Stedman. Losers Noel Fletcher, Alan Kurrle
andKen Seaton had to buy a lottery ticket - turned out a loser too.

For the first time the Anzac Dinner was cancelled owing to the
exodus from Canberra because of the extended Easter holidays., Some 6
attended the March,

The usual first Friday gathering at the Canberra Rex still takes
place, although the numbers are rather small., Visitors are welcome any
first Friday at 5 p, m. if in Canberra.

We close opur report with a welcome to the fold to Bob Dazkin,
Paul Dillon, Dennis Hawkins, Mick Le Riche, Terry Linz, Barry
McDonauld, Jim Mason, Ian Miller and Frank Thorogood. Frank has
already been roped into helping with the Bulletin,

We also extend an invitation to interstate members to attend

our Remembrance Dinner to be held this year on the Eve of Armistice Day,
Saturday 10 November, 1973,

VALE

Jim Bow ring

Jim was one of the post-war group of Survey Corps members,
He joined the Corps in 1959 and served all his time with A . H. Q. Survey
Regiment as a surveyor. He took his discharge in 1968 to join the Survey
Branch of the Department of the Interior, Canberra, which is now the
Department of Services and Property,

His sudden death at the age of 39 on 12th April, 1973 wasg a great
shock to his many friends and associates'in Canberra. Our sympathy goes
to his wife, Heather and his young family.




SURVEY EX-SERVICEMAND ASSOCIATION OF N.5.W,.

Box 4365 G.P.O.
SYDNEY 2000

President :  Noel Fletcher
Vice President + Bob Burton
Secretary & Treasurer : Harry Kilby
Agsistant Secretary +  John Maltby
Bullstin BEditor - John McLean
Committee Members : John Asher and

Jack Watson

The usual social funetions organised by thig Association were
held during the past year and each in its own way has maintained ils trad-
itional form and have been appreciated by all attending. The numbers
attending have moved to an almost static 40 to 45 stalwarts and supporters
of the Association,

The Christmas 1972 and Easter 1973 re-unions were again held
at the Army Barracks Bundock Street, Randwick with catering arrange-
ments in the hands of members of 2 Field Survey Squadron, RA Svy, and
the food was of the usual high standard and a special vote of thanks goes to
the cooks responsible. Some 20 serving members attended and it is grat-
ifying to see these young members mixing so freely with the olderoriginals
of the Association and one would be hopeful that with the passing of time the
Assgciation will continue to prosper in the hands of the younger generation.

The Easter re-union coincided with a visit to Sydney by Les
Brown from Brisbane, This was an occasion for Les to meet some old
mates after a gap of over 20 years.

Anzac Day 1973 dawned as a gloriously warm sunny Autumn day,
and the Association's activities were in-keeping with the weather, We had
33 members gather for the march to Hyde Park, Three Vietnam members
marched behind the Survey Corps banner, These were Terry Starr, Desg
Curutti and Denis Duquemin. Bob Sheppard attended his second only march
but has promised to come down again next year. It was sad not to have as



our leader, Lt Col Clews, 'The Major''. Following an ope ration last year
he says he is feeling his age and that he felt the travel to Sydney and the
march would be too much for him. All his friends on the march and at the
Northbridge Bowling Club missed him and hope that next year he will be
able to make the trip from Khancoban,

Following the march about 20 members were again guests of the
Northbridge Bowling Club for refreshments, a light luncheon and an im-
pressive Anzac Service at 1 p.m. The hospitality of this Club is most
appreciated and it is interesting to see Survey Corps banners dating back
to 1965 displayed on the wall. Maurice Dallimore again donated one for
1373, both the Club and our membersg are gratified for Maurice's
generoeity.

All members were delighted that our old friend Brigadier Don
Macdonald, who happened to be passing through Sydney, penerously hon-
oured us with his presence for drinks and lunch. With his love of bowling
it was apparent he would have preferred to stay on rather than drive on to
Canberra. Maybe next year he will manage the field day.

Sporting activities again split 3 ways, bowling, golf and those
who preferred to just talk or exercise their skill on the 'pokies'., The day
concluded with 12 members accepting the Bowling Club's hospitality and
staying on for tea and light entertainment,

The experiment of 1972 of holding a function for members and
their wives was repeated on 20 March this year at the North Sydney Anzac
Memorial Club and a total of 56 sat down for the dinner. The evening pro-
vided an occasion to wish Jack Goff and Harry Kilby many years of happy
retirement.

Jack retired from the Water Board and is to become a rural
producer on a small farm up Taree way, Harry retired on 2 March after
42 years with the Western Lands Commission and 44 years in the State
Service, and has no plans other than to enjoy himself and see much more of
Australia, Both members were presented with appropriate gifts,

Other social engagements of the year included a visit by our
FPregident, Noel Fletcher, and 4 others to Canberra to attend the Canberra
Association's Armistice Day dinner on 11 November, 1972 and golf and
bowls were alsc enjoyed. Details of a barbecue at Brig. F.Bucklands home
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are not available but it would be anticipated that an excellent day was en-
enjoyed with our Canberra friends,

VALE

It is with regret that'we report the passing of the following
since the last Bulletin:

Tom Keig: of 1 Field Survey Unit, 2 Field Survey Company and 3 Field
Survey Company passed away 16 March, 1973 at the age of 71, Apart from
his Army service Tom had a long and distinguished Survey Career until his
retirement as District Surveyor at Goulburn In December, 1965 a position
he had held from 1356,

George Howarth: of 2 Field Survey Company passed away 21 November,
1972 in Wagga Base Hospital, He was an axeman-driver with 2 Company
mainly employed on the North Coast Trig Chain,

Our association expresses deepest sympathy to the families of
both in their sad losses.
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SURVEY EX-SERVICEMEN'S ASSOCIATION QUEENSLAND BRANCH

Office Bearers for 1972/73

President : Perc Peel Past President : Frank Ahrens
Vice President : Frank Holohan Hon, Secretary ; Chas Gilbert
Hon, Treasurer : Morgan Smith Hon, Editor : Chas Martin
Committee : Jim Alexander, Harold Jones, Bert Powell, '""Ned"

Kelly, Arnold Jones, Jack MeGinley, Ted Comerford,
Arthur Mcllwain.

Secretary's Address : 49 Tarragindi Road, Annerley,
BRISBANE 4103

The report for the last year looks life being almost a non-report,
there being little activity at arouse any special mention, apart from our
last re-unien,

This took place on Saturday, 2 September, 1372 at our usual
rendezvous, viz ""The National Hotel'', where we are well looked after,
There was not such a big roll-up as at the 1971 - 30th Anniversary - but
there was a happy gathering of 82 members this time, Again there was a
very good sprinkling of friends amongst our members, and again we enjoyed
the company of several members of the serving company from Gaythorne
Survey Corps N. Comd Section. Some of the past-members of the present
company are also regular visitors, these being Chris Lancaster, Perc
Long and Les Taylor,

It was a welcome sight again to greet Tom Jobling on ancther of
his visits from New Zealand, and also Auster McClelland up from Mel-
bourne, and that staunch traveller from Maryborough - the one and only
Percy Moes,

Ray Pauley paid a visit to Brisbane but had to return to Adelaide
before the date of the Re-Union, However he sent his greetings and best
wishes to old comrades,

Frank Holohan made an uneventful journey to the Re-Union
Function, but on leaving had the unpleasant experience of entering the lifi
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and wanting to travel down to the ground floor while a rowdy group from an-
other function wished to go up. Being on his own he yielded to their dem-
ands and saved himself from receiving a ''bashing'.

Two ex-members of the old 1 Fld Svy Coy have recently madea
re-appearance in the Brisbane District region. They are Bob Beckman -
now a Training Officer with the Southern Electric Authority - and George
Faulks who has left N.S. W, to live a1 Moocloolaba, and is occupied doing
surveys on the Sunshine Coast. We hope to interest them in renewing
acquaintances at the September Re-Union.

Members have been very pleased with the National Bulletins
they receive, and are impressed with the high standard of the publication,
As a result of the good quality paper used and its size, the postage on the
Bulleting is seriously affecting the Branch's finances,

OBITUARY

Age and illness has caught up with some of our members and we
regret to mention the passing of;

Frank Rogerson: one of our Vice Presidents, who collapsed at his home at
Kalinga and was buried at Toowong Cemetary on 16 August, 1972. He con-
ducted a service station at Kalinga, but had not been in good health, On
this particular morning, the doctor called to see Frank and found that he
had collapsed and died,

Mrs, Suchting: wife of Ernie ("'Matey') Suchting, who died on 2 May, 1973
after a series of strokes and finally a heart attack. Ernie also has to go
carefully as he also is recovering from a stroke which has affected his
right side.

Keith Cullen: was buried at Pinaroo Lawn Cemetery on 11 April, 1973,
He had not long settled in Brisbane after coming down from Port Moresby
where he had served in the Forestry Department almost since the end of
the war, He had been in ill health for approximately two years,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Bill Butler, Unit No. 8, 36 James Street, Noosaville, 4586

Aub, Warneminde, 104 Annie Street, New Farm, 4005

Teom Jobling, Flat 3, 21, 4th Avenue, Tauranga, North Island,
New Zealand.

D.L. McDougall, ¢/- Bowlers Caravan Park, Torquay, 4652
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4 FIELD SURVEY COY OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION

The annual meeting was held as usual on the first Monday night
of Royal Show week (25 September) in the usual venue - Anzac House.
Twenty-four members attended on this occasion - a satisfactory roll-up
considering the junior member of the old company is now approaching the
half century mark and several have passed the allotted six score and ten.

An enthusiastic supporter of the Association, Bruce Shipway,
is now no longer with us and Fay Fleay, whom we remember as a young
and handsome driver, has alse answered the last roll call,

Bonny Burges has relinquished the position of President. He
proposes to concentrate on the bar and the green at Victoria Park Bowling
Club. Frank Cohen was unanimously elected to occupy the Chairman's
seat,

It was reporied that Pat Irwin is now taking an active part inthe
offices of the War Veteran's Home at Mt, Lawley. Pat is a veteran of two
World Wars.

(harlie Bush who showed up last year after along sojourn in the
bush is now not well encugh to face the rigours of anevening with the boys,

Paul Paget an cld soldier who will never die returned to the
fold after a lapse the previous year. Paul has been one of the regular old
faithfuls,

Frank Gomm, once a regular contributor to association funds
has not been heard of for a couple of years. They say that the Albany
sharks will eat anything,

Snow Simpscn is due to retire in the near future and is propos-
ing to return to more congenial surroundings in the country. Snow never
did look at home in that soft office job.

Apge has had a mellowing effect upon Bill Harrison - the terror
of Karrakatta - but he still managed to manoeuvre me into the position of
Secretary-Treasurer - an extremely onerous position.




Something has happened to the Jones Gang. Rube was the only
one to put in an appearance last September and he didn't drink much.

Hugh Barclay {Captain in the long ago - but we don't hold that
against him) has been a regular member at our functions for many years,
Hugh was not well-known to most of us during our serving years but he has
endeared himself since which just goes to prove thai a man can be anofficer
and a gentlernan,

L.H.Q. CARTOGRAPHIC COMPANY ASSOCIATION

AND 1 AUST, MOEBILE LITHOGRAPHIC SECTION

Secretary: Ralph Westgarth,
27 Studley Road,
East Brighton.
VIC, 3187

MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 1973

22nd Annual Reunion, Moonee Valley Cup night, Saturday 27
October, 1873 at Old Sapper's Hut, Engineer's Depot, Batman Avenue,
Melbourne - 6.00 p.m. to 11, 30 p.m.

1872 ACTIVITIES OF ASSOCIATION

21st Anmual Reunion, 28 October, 1872, Seventy-two present,
down somewhat on previous years. Amongst those present were Lieut-
Colonel "Tim' Tyler, and Majors Bill Sarll and Pat Kennedy. Twenty-two
members of the A H.Q. Survey Regiment and a good number of 1 Aust,
Mobile Lithographic Section were in attendance.

Of the twenty-one reunions held, six members have attended
themn all - Frank Swanson, Phil Wagner, Bob Sullivan, Len Davies, Ted
Panter, Ralph Westgarth.

VALE

We regret to announce the passing of Stan Garward, Vin Sharp
and Robin Boyd.
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THE 3RD FIELD SURVEY C0OY ASS0QCIATION

Preszident + John Terrill
Vice President : Alan Milesi
{Cominittee : CGeorge Andrews, Bob Brown,

Fhil Pope, Jack Doherty, HRay
Smith, Pat Hogan.

Secretary/Treasurer : Bill Birch, 17 Parkiri St.,
Glen Iris, 3148,

Phone : 20 2986

1972 RE-UNION

This was held at our traditional venue - Graeme Richmond's
Vaucluse Hotel, Swan St., Richmond on Grand Final night September 30,
1372, We welcomed three interstate visitors, Two former C.0.8 - Don
Macdonald and Allan Kurrle, alsoc Wally Gillard from Tasmania,

Brigadier Fitzgerald was again our guest of honour. Jack
Rhode from Nyah West and Tom Flanagan were the surprise turn-ups for
the night. John Terrill was elected president for the ensuing year,

VALE

We mourn the passing of:
Bruce Holloway, August, 1372.
Oscar Begbie, October, 1972,
Jim Walsh (Tasmania), 1972,

ANZAC DAY 1973

The numbers were down this year no doubt because of the long
Easter-Anzac Day break. Ern Ferguson, accompanied by his son, was at
the finishing points and met old friends,

The marchers joined the 2/1 Survey Association at the reunion
at Graeme Hichmond's after the march,
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THE PRESIDENT

John is "country' president this year, He is Deputy Shire
Engineer with Shire of Mildura, has two grown up daughters nursing in
Melbourne and a son living at home, John is always pleased to renew old
acquaintances at the Shire Offices Irymple, or at 44 Guava Street, Redcliffs.

ITEMS OF INTEREST

We congratulate Col Middleton on his appointment as Secretary,
Lands Department; Jack Mitchell on his appointment as Victorian Surveyor
General; and Ian Brimacombe who has been made N.S§. W, Manager for
B.P.

Fred Studd, former Secretary, has joined the ranks of the re-
tired and at present is living in Ballarat.

Morrie Teese and Bob Brown attended the 1972 Canberra Re-
Union and from all accounts the hospitality was first class, Reports have
it that Bob Steele was in Melbourne in 1972 and marched on Anzac Day;
present wherabouts believed to be Northern Territory,

The Institute of Surveyors Congress will be held in Melbourne
in March, 1574 - interstate visitors will note the chance to renew old

acquaintances.

1873 RE-UNION

Graeme Richmond's Vaucluse Hotel, Swan Street, Richmond -
Grand Final night Saturday September, 29 1973 - no one turned away,
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THE 2/1 SURVEY ASSOCIATION

Although it is becoming increasingly difficult to drag our mem-
bers away from the replays, No. 96, and the home fires, the past year con-
tained many pleasant gatherings.

Probably the most notable was the dinner tendered in honour of
Frank Buckland and Harvey Hall on the oceasion of their retirement, The
night, organised by Tim Tyler and Jack Holmes, was held in the Officers
Mess; Albert Park and an enjoyable night was had by all, and we know they
carry the best wishes of all the boys of the 2/1 Survey Association.

¥mas time saw our usual good roll-up at the South Yarra Club
where the boys had a few drinks, swapped a few stories and extended the
usual seasonal greetings,

During the year our ladies night took the form of a Cabaret
Dance, the prime object of the evening was to get together have some fun
and at the same time raise extra monies for Legacy and Carry On; being
separate from our nsual donation to these worthy causes and we are pleased
to say the arnount of $200 was divided between them,

We had some changes on our committee, and announce a new
Preszident in Brian Saunders, who is expected to put a spark in our act-
ivities, Rupe Grey is still (thank goodness) our stalwart secretary; with
Bluey Roberts as Treasurer; Jack Holmes was elected to be Social Sec-
retary (wealth of experience), A new member to join our cornmittee was
Nippy Nye; the other members of the commitiee are Alan Wilson, Noel
Sheils, Les Holmwood, Mick Hudson, Tommy Hunter, Alex Williams, Tim
Tyler, Don Frazer and Bill Emmett, At the end of cur Annual General
Meeting a vole of thanks was extended to Alex Williams for his effort as
President over the past two years.

During the year we lost the services of Jack Chamberlain from
the committee and it was with regret that we accepted his resignation for
Jack has been one of our stalwarts over the many years. He served as a
commitiee man - thanks 'Meggsie',

Anzac Day march was held in good weather and we are pleased
to report that in spite of the gloomy forecast about numbers owing to




2/1 CORPS FIELD SURVEY COMPANY

Some flashbacks to 1940 - 41. How is your memery ! Check page 36
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Easter holidays, the members really rallied around the Banner and we had
the biggest roll-up for many years - keep up the good work chaps.

After the march we adjourned for the usual hospitality at Jack
Holmes' Graphic Arts Factory where Jack again surpassed himself in top-
ping off a very enjoyable day;

Over the years our re-union has been held on Anzac Day Eve,
This year, however, owing to Easter and Anzac Day being only one day
apart, the committee decided to try a change, for it was felt a large num-
ber who usually come would be on holidays - Show Eve, 26 September, was
the date selected; this arrangement may help country members who may
be in town for the occasion - keep it in mind boys. Later correspondence
will give you a reminder, and also where it will be held,

VALE

It is with deep regret that we record the passing of some of our
comrades during the past year, Teddy Boase - Graham McNaught - Snow
Bailey and Teddy Moran - also a dear friend of the 2/1 in Ivy Talbot,
To all relatives, families and friends, we extend our deepest sympathies.
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6§ AUST. ARMY TOPO. SURVEY CO,

ANZAC DAY REUNION 18372

It was of special significance that five members of 6§ Topo Co,
living in Melbourne flew up to Sydney on Saturday morning, April, 22nd,
and stayed through until Tuesday, Anzac night, 25th.

While on holidays in Melbourne, December, 1971, I made contact
with my old friends of the 6 Topo. Co. and was able to assure them that
Anzac weekend would be well organised for meetings and entertainment.
Their main worry - how they would caich the 7 p.m. Anzac Day plane home
- was put to rest on my assurance that I would personally undertake the
tagk!! What mates!'

They were met at Mascot by a small group headed by Don Wilson
and were taken to the pre-arranged meeting place at the Great Southern
Hotel in George Street. Don Motherwell was the Victorian organiger, and
he brought with him Don Simpson, Tony Scarcella, Ernie Wood and Ralph
Lawrence. The group spent the sleeping hours of three nights at the El
Alamein Motel, Kings Cross,

At the Great Southern, they were joined by Dave MacDougall and
Paul Scholer among others. On Saturday afternoon, Paul teck the group to
North Sydney Bowling Club for a pleasant couple of hours., At night, Don
Wilsen was host at 5t George Leagues Club, and the hour of retiring is
best left unwritten,

On Menday, John MclLean and Paul Scholer took the party on a
tour round Sydney and out to West Head, to see perhaps the most beautiful
views in Australia, Lunch at Mona Vale Hotel followed by a relaxed after-
noan at the North Sydney Anzac Memorial Club, to which the Victorians
say they have no comparison. Paul Scholer took over the duty of host while
I went off to the Salt Mine.

Anzac morning turned out to be a beautiful sunny day and great
was the reunion of 6 Topo Company outside Qantas House and at Hyde Park
after the March. The centre spread of the N, 5, W, Bulletin shows a photo-
graph of the group with the 40 odd others who marched, Many of them went
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to the Northbridge Bowling Club for lunch and the flagpole service, The
Victorian group left shortly after, escorted by Don Wilson, for further
entertainment,

A look at the Calendar shows Anzac Day, 1875, to be on a
Friday - how about a repeat 6§ Topo Co. reunion, this time we may he able
to include the Brisbane boys, Tom Cook and Des Simpson who couldn't make
it i 1972 but sent their apologies,

John WMel.ean

Left to right:

Geoff Draper, 5id Sanders, Don Wilson, Ernie Wood, Ralph Lawrence,
Jack McLean, Don Simpson, Don Motherwell, Bob Burton, Tony Scarcella,
Jirm Millar, "Major" Clews, Tom Keig, George Valesini.
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FAREWELL DINNER ¢ JUNE 1972

IN HONOUR OF RETIREMENT OF

Brigadier F, D, Buckland O.B.E,, Colonel H, M., Hall, Colonel W.
Howarth

1972 was a unique year in the history of the Corps due to the re-
tirement of so many members, Details were given in the 1972 Bulletin.

Among the many functions held to pay tribute to retiring mem-
bers, one of the most interesting was probably the Dinner held at the Corps
Officers' Mess, Fortuna, Bendigo, on 9th June, 1972,

The occasion was to mark the retirements of Brigadier F, D,
Buckland, Colonel H, M. Hall and Colonel W, Howarth,

The distinguished guests included Major General C_ A E. Fraser,
G.O0.C. Southern Command; Major General §.C. Graham, D.C,G.5. Army
Headquarters; Chaplain General J. A, Morgan and Captain Osborne, Hydro-
grapher, R A N,

Retired Officers included Brigadier L. Fitz Gerald O.B.E.;
Brigadier D, Macdonald: Colonel C. 8§, Tyler; Lieutenant Colonel J. G,
Gillespie and Major P, A, Kennedy,

The cover design of the menu for the dinner featured the names
of the retiring officers and the Corps badges associated with the years of
their service. The toast of the retiring officers was proposed by the Col-
onel Commandant, Brigadier D. Macdonald who recalled the highlights of
the careers of each of the officers and paid a tribute to their dedication to
the Corps and their long years of gervice. A presentation was made to each
of the retiring officers on behalf of serving members by the Director of
Military Survey, Colonel J K. Nolan.



COLONEL J.K, NOLAN

Celonel John Nolan became Director of Survey on lst September,
1972 culminating a long career in the Royal Australian Survey Corps, com-
meneing pre-war when he enlisted in the PMF on 5th April, 1939, Co

He transferred to the A I. F. on 5th June, 1940 and embarked for
active service with 2/1 Corps Field Survey Company, in the Middle East on
5th February, 1941, returning to Australia on 17th March, 1942, He was
commissioned on 23rd June, 1943 and a number of regimental and staff
appointments followed. Towards the end of the war he was Officer Com-
manding 12 Field Survey Depot as Morotai, Netherlands East Indies, re-
turning to Ausiralia in 1946,

Between the end of the war and 1954 he filled various appoint-
ments at the Field Survey Depot, the Census Mapping project, the Photo
Library and as Adjutant 2 Topographic Survey Company (CMF). On lst
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March, 1954 he was posted as Officer Commanding Central Command Field
Survey Section and Deputy Assistant Director of Survey Central Command
with the rank of major. From lst April, 1858 to 5th September, 1960 he
served with the British Army as Deputy Assistant Director of Survey,
General Headquarters Far East Land Forces in Singapore, He returned
from Singapore to become Second-in-Command of Army Headquartiers
Survey Regiment and remained in that posting until 30th January, 1965 when
he was posted as Commanding Officer and promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.

From 8th January, 1969 he has been in Canberra at Survey
Directorate. He was Assistant Director of Survey until his appointment
into the top post in the Royal Australian Survey Corps.




COLONEL C.5. (TIM) TYLER

It is not given to be the lot of many men to be a legend in their
own life time, The Royal Australian Survey Corps has been fortunate that
in its ranks have been many men with outstandind characteristics of leader-
ship, professional ability, loyalty, sperting ability, devotion to duty, you
name it, the Survey Corps had it, The Corps has also had men who have
become legendary, Major John Lynch was one such man, Lt. Col. John
Raisbeck was another and there are others, but it is doubtful if there was,
or is, any member of the Survey Corps held in such high esteem and affec-
tionate regard as Tim Tyler. The stories about him are legendary and they
are all true. He is a living legend.

Tim joined the Survey Corps in January, 1936 at the same time

' as (Brig.) Don Maecdonald and (Lt. Col.) Bill Johnson. In fact the trio
carried out their preliminary military training at Fort Queenscliff together,
Tim had acquired a good training in structural snd survey drafting prior to
entry into the Corps and was interested intopographical drafting and tnap
reproduction.

He recalls very vividly the first remark of Lt, Col. {John}
Raisbeck when he reported for duty at Victoria Barracks Melbourne "This
must be 'Tim' Tyler'. At that time a popular illustrated strip titled "Tim
Tyler's Adventures' was appearing nightly in the Melbourne Herald. So
"Cliff" became "Tim" from then on.

You can imagine the look on John Raisbeck's face when Tim after
being allotted a desk and a wooden draftsman stool, proceeded to open the
bag he had brought with him, take out a saw and saw a few inches off the
legs to adjust the stool to meel his personal requirements.

It is noteworthy (historically) that with the advent of Tim the
Corps drafting strength was seven,

The pre-war period saw Tim intensely interested in topographic-
al drafting and map reproduction. At that time the Vietorian Covernment
Printer produced the negatives (wet plate) and printed the military maps.
At his own expense and in his own time Tim attended the Melbourne
Technical College where he was instructed by Mr. A. Cooper, later to he
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well known in the Corps as Major (Bert) Cooper, in the art of process
photography. Tim's idea being to improve the quality of the Government
Printer's wet plates.

When Brig. L. Fitz Gerald O, B.E. was appointed to command
and raise the 2/1 Corps Field Survey Company R, A E, in April, 1940 he
selected Tim to join the unit and gave him the herculean task of preparing
the unit's War Equipment Tables (W.E.T.) and then producing the equip-
ment,

It has been planned that the unit would receive its technieal equip-
ment from the U, K., but with the fall of France this plan had to be aband-
oned and the entire equipment produced from local resources in Australia,

The first step of producing the W, E.T.'s was accomplished after
constant and considerable liaison with M., O. Branch and unlimited "Night
Duty" by Tim,

At this time the 2/1 Unit was being formed and Tim added the role
of Unit Recruiting Officer to his duties. Caufield Racecourse was the Re-
cruiting Depot and Tim, with his tremendous enthusiam and personal ap-
proach, soon had a flow of recruits into the unit. The two Survey Units,
R.A A and R.A.E,, were a source of confusion but Tim soon straightened
that put. His unofficial activities did not escape the notice of the Camp
Commandant who had his own ideas on recruiting procedures and told Tim
s0, but by that time the unit was close to establishment and all was well,

The procurement of equipment, particular map reproduction
equipment, presented tremendous problems. The Melbourne Master Print-
ers informed him that offset printing on a trailer was ludicrous and well
nigh impossible but practical Tim disagreed with this expressed pessimism
and convinced them it was a reasonahble proposition. He set about locating
and impressing two double-demy litho-offset printing machines of identical
make (Geo. Mann U, K. ) because he was convinced they were the most suit-
able machines. Then followed the cameras, grainer, plate making equip-
ment, plus the trailers on which they were mounted, Then the procurement
of the innumerable stores required in map production was undertaken,

Due to the fact that the O, C.'s Ordering and Finance Aunthority
was limited to £25 per order and to assist in the preparation of each days
orders, Tim induced the aid of a friendly and patriotic female typist, who
later became his wife, Nancy.
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It is certain the members of the 2/1 Corps Fd Svy Coy (R.A.E.)
concentrated for training at Puckapunyal, had little idea of the effort being
given to providing them with equipment.

The Unit complete with equipment and stores embarked for the
Middle East from Melbourne on 5th February, 1941.

1n the Middle East the unit and equipment were fully tested and
came through with flying colours, Tim was now the unit reproduction
officer and applied his knowledge, experience and ingenuity to solving the
day-to-day problems., The water literally froze in the water fountains of
the printing machines at Suk-el-garb but a short burst with blow lamps
soon solved that problem. An extreme to the conditions later encountered
in the South West Pacific Area when units had to put ice in the fountains to
stop the evaporation!

Equipment and stores were always a problem. When a shortage
of washers, to be used with nails for some temporary roofing, arose Tim
remembered the local Egyptian coin, the piasta, had a hole in the centre
and would serve well as washers at less cost, so he persuaded a bewildered
bus conductor, near the camp, to part with his piastas and the roofing went
OTL.

Returning to Australia in 1942 he was posted to Survey Director-
ate L. H.Q. as Stores Officer and proceeded to equip the 2/1 and 6 Aust.
Army Tope 5Svy. Coys with map reproduction equiprnent and fill the Fd. 5vy.
Depots with reproduction stores for all the Survey Units,

There is no doubt that Colonel Tim Tyler played an outstanding
part in the very impressive war effort of the Survey Corps,

The post-war years saw Tim still in the role of Equipment and
Stores Officer at Survey Directorate A H. Q. In 1951-52 he was attached
to the Aust. Army Staff U, K. and Directorate of Military Survey, War
Office, to discuss and investigate developments in map reproduction tech-
niques with the object of introducing new equipment into the Corps. That
A H.Q. Survey Regiment and the Corps generally is now so well equipped
is a tribute to his initial efforts.

To round off his army career he was appointed C.0,, A . H.Q.
Survey Regt. in 1862 and retired from the active list on 1lst December,
1962, His retirement was marked by tributes of the warm regard and
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affection in which he was held by all serving and ex-members of the
Survey Corps.

In 1963 he joined the Division of National Mapping where he
certainly felt at home among so many former members of the Corps.
He organized the establishment of a Commonwealth Aerial Photo Survey
Film Library and the transfer of survey negatives from the R_A A F,
Central Photo Establishment Library,

The 30th November, 1972, saw his second and final retirement
from active duties but Tim will never retire. The day is not long enough
for him to do all the things he has planned to do.

One thing is certain, he will always find the time to assist,

advise and encourage any and all who are indeed fortunate to rank among
his friends.

This is but a brief record and tribute to an outstanding member
of the Survey Corps, a fine, if somewhat unconventional, soldier, a man
of high ideals and great integrity, a friendly man, a generous man. May
he and his wife, Nancy, live long and happily to enjoy the fruits of their
labours,
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VALE

MAJOR TOM KEIG

It is with very deep regret that we record the passing of Tom
Keig on Friday, March 16th, 1373, at the age of 71,

Tom was the original OC of 1 Field Survey Unit, R, A.E (M) in
N.5.W. and took a party of raw recruits to Dungeg Showground in May,
1940 for three months training, It was here that many of the friendships
were formed which still persist today. At the end of the initial training,
the unit became 2 Field Survey Coy with Major Clews as CO, and Captain
Tom Keig was his 2 I/C. It was in this position that he was so helpful to so
many, and his passing is indeed a sad loss. He served with 2 Coy until
early 1943 when he was posted as CO, 3 Field Survey Coy on its way to New
Guinea. The Company returned to Atherton Tableland, Queensland in 1944
and completed its war service on 4 Mile Strat mapping. Tom, after break-
ing an ankle in camp, and spending several months in 2/2 AGH, was dis-
charged in November, 1945.
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Tom Keig was born on December 25th, 1902 and after matricy-
lating for engineering turned to surveying in November, 1922, in the horse
and buggy days. From then on his experience was gained with the Lands
Department and Main Roads Department and he became a licensed su rveyor
about 1928. In 1929 he was appointed as a Staff Surveyor in the Department
of Lands and served at Braidwood and Sydney prior to enlistment in May,
1940, After discharge he served as Staff and Senior Surveyor at Armidale,
Sydney, Forbes, Moree and Goulburn., He was appointed District Surveyor
at Goulburn in November, 1956, and retired from the Lands Department in
that position on December, 3, 1965,

Tom Keig is survived by his wife Stella and son Bruce, to both of
whom he served a dedicated life and to whom our sympathy poes,

SURVEY CORPS REUNION

16th Congress of the Institution of Surveyors Australia

The Survey Corps Reunion is now an accepted and well attended
function at each of the Annual Congresses of the Institution of Surveyors
Aunstralia,

The 16th Congress held in Canberra from 31st March to 6th
April, 1873 was no exception. The Canberra Su rvey Corps Association
organized the function and President Brigadier Frank Buckland O. B.E. was
on hand to welcome everybody to the Canberra Yacht Club on Lotus Bay on
Thursday 5th April, 1873,

Some fifty serving and ex-members of the Corps, as well as
distinguished visitors attended, including Mr. Doug Warren, Director of
Overseas Surveys U, K., Captain (R) A.H. (Tony) Cooper, former Hydro-
grapher R A N., Captain John Osborne Hydrographer R.A N, and Com-
mander Ron Whitmore Hydrographic Office R. AN,

Congratulations were offered to Jack Mitchell {3 Coy) on his
appointment to Surveyor-General of Victoria,

The list of those present is as follows:
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Bob Alderton, 2 Coy & 2/1
John Allman, Post-War
Geoff Briggs, Serving
Frank Buckland, 2/1
John Cattel, Serving
Bill Child, Serving
Tony Cooper, R.A N,
George Connelly, 2 Coy
Frank Culliver, 3 Coy
Bob Dazkin, Post-War
Paul Dillon, Post-War
Peter Elder, Post-War
Peter Eddy, Serving
Moel Fletcher, 2 Coy
Geolf Foxall, 2 Coy

L. Fitzgerald, 2/1

Don Gray, Svy Regt
George Gruszka Serving
Laurie Hazlewood, 2 Coy
Bill Hook, Svy Regt

Dennis Hawkins, Post-War
Bill Jeffrey, Svy Regt
K.O, Johnson, 2/1 & Carto

Alan Kurrle, 2/1 & 3 Coy
Mick Le Riche, Svy Regt
Bruce Lambert, 2/1 & 6 Topo
Barry Liston

Jim Love, 2/1 & 6 Topo

Jack McMahon, 6 Coy

Don Macdonald, 3 & 4 Coy
Ian Miller, Svy Regt

Jack Mitchell, 3 Coy

John Nolan, 2/1 & Serving
John Qsborne, R.A N,

Ken Seaton, 2 Coy

Jim Stedran, 5 Coy & Serving
Alan Shepherd, 2 Coy

Frank Thorogood, Serving

Doug Warren, R.E, Svy
Frank White, Serving

Ron Whitmore, R, A.N.
Eric Wigley, 2 Coy

Norm Williams, 6 Topo
John Van de Graff, Svy Regt
Col Van Senden, 2 Coy

John Yarra, 2/1

Alex Yates, 5 Coy

[
INSTITUTION OF SURVEYORS AUSTRALIA MEDAL PRESENTED TO

Captain 5. E, Reilly, Brisbane and Brigadier D. MacDonald, Canberra.

Two members well known in the Survey Associations have recent-
1y been the proud recipients of the Medal of the Institution of Surveyors

Australia,

The Medal is awarded by the Institution to members who have
performed outstanding technical achievements of service to, or reflecting
on, the profession of surveying in Australia,
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The records of Sid Reilly and Don Macdonald are so well known
that there is no need to reiterate them. Both have been dedicated to the
surveying profession and have rendered outstanding service over many
years, 5id Reilly was awarded his medal at the 61st meeting of the Council
at Brisbane in May, 1972 and Don Macdonald's was awarded at the §3rd
meeting at Canberra in Qctober, of the same year and it was pleasing to
see such service re cognised in a fitting manner,

It is interesting to note that the Institution Medal has now been
awarded five times and in every case to a former member of the Royal
Australian Survey Corps. Brigadier L. Fitz Gerald, O.B.E. was the first
to receive the Medal followed by Lieut-Colonel J. G, Gillespie, M. B.E.,
who had the distinction of receiving the Gold Medal, which is awarded for
service extracrdinary. Lieut-Colonel H, A, Johnson, M. B.E. was the
third recipient of the Institution Medal,

P

e )
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The Medal of the Institution of Surveyors, Australia being
presented by His Excellency, the Right Honourable Sir Paul Hasluck
G‘.C' M.C., G.C.V,0., K. st. I, » Govenor General of Australia to ‘Br-ig-
adier D. Macdonald at the Official Opening of the 16th Survey Congress in
Canberra on 2nd April, 1973,



36

DETAILS OF 2/1 CORPS FIELD SURVEY COY

PHOTO 1

End of 3 day march from Puckapunyal to Bendigo - 1840.

PHOTO 2

Baalbecl - Syria - 1941,

PHOTO 3

MIDDLE-EAST CHOW LINE 1941

Jack Chamberlain, Mick Hudson, Frank O'Meara, Lloyd Williams, Ernie
Cooper, George Russell, Jack Holmes, Roy Gilehrist, Ron Lightfoot.
The Officer and man serving Jack Chamberlain not known,

PHOTO 4

Mauretania - Bombay - 1941,

PHOTO 5

TRAINING COURSES AT RMIT - 1940

Rear . Ted Boase, Les Roche, Jack Bertram, Jack Syme, Bill
Emmett, Jack Holmes, Arthur Waddell, Don Easton.
Middle . Roy Gilchrist, Byrne Goodrick, George Russell, Frank
Williams, Arthur Cooper.
Forefront : Tom Hunter, Harold Woolcott.
PHOTO 6

TRAINING COURSES AT RMIT - 1540

Rear : Tom Hunter, Ted Boase, Arthur Waddell

Middle : Byrne Goodrick, Jack Holmes, Joe Evans, Don Euston

Front : Arthur Cooper, Jack Syme, Les Roche, Frank Williams, Roy
Gilchrist, Jack Bertram, Bill Emeti, Reg Talbot, John Lodge.
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"OPERATION GADING 2"

THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS IN INDONESIA 1372

The Australian sponsored Military Survey Assistance to Indonesia
programme continued in 1972, This project programme commenced in 1870
in West Kalimantan and 1871 in Sumatra,

The task in 1972 was again mounted by a detachment of 2 Field
Survey Squadron under the command of Major Ted Laker. Most Corps
within the Army were represented on the detachment manning. The most
significant change to previous projects was in helicopter support which this
time was provided by RAAF in the form of two Iroquois helicopters. These
replaced the Army Sioux helicopters which have proved a valuable Survey
work horse in the past. A great advantage was gained in using the Iroquiocs
particularly with its improved load carrying capacity and the ability to
winch men and stores into difficult areas, With this aireraft it is now pos-
sible to move a complete Aerodist station in one flight as compared with
three or four when using the Sioux.

The detachment base was again located at Palembang, For most
members of the detachmment this was their first visit to Indonesia, however
it did not take long for them to settle in, find the best eating, and drinking
bars and establish relationships with the locals, It was interesting for a
second time visitor to observe the dramatic changes which had taken place
in Palembang. This particularly applied to major building and road con-
struction programmes and most noticeably the general cleanliness of the
city,

The detachment OC was privileged to be invited to atiend local
functions to celebrate, on 17th August, Indonesian National Day. Thesge
functions comprised a midnight ceremony at the graves of the heroes of the
revolution, a morning parade with a broadcast of a speech by President
Suharto and finally in the evening a Governor's reception with a first class
entertainment by Balinese dancers., This whole day was most impressive
and indicative of the national pride which in developing in the comparatively
new nation.

The Survey programme continued successfully. Survey control




over some 30, 000 square miles to the north and west of Palembang was
established. This area adjoined that completed in 1971 and in fact extended
in the north to the Mallacca straits. An aerial photographic cover of the
project area was attempted and unfortunately this proved to be the major
frustration of the project. Almost continuous cloud at high altitude was
experienced so that this part of the project was not completed. The con-
ditions that existed, of course, are those which confront map makers in
equatorial regions around the world,

With the completion of this phase of the project it was certainly
with some regret that the base at Palembang was evacuated on 1st Sept-
ember, 1872 with the knowledge by most people that this would probably be
the last timme they would ever visit this area. The 1973 base has been est-
ablished at Medan at the north end of Sumatra.

The 1972 programme was again a most challenging and satiefying
task and there is little doubt that all members involved have developed con-
fidence in their own ability and a knowledge that they have done much to
aseist Indonesia and have initiated many friendehips and developed in some
small way a national understanding between the two countries.
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HISTQRICAL RESEARCH

BY BRIGADIER L. FITZGERALD, O.B.E,

Brigadier L, FitzGerald's interest in Historical Research leads
him back to the field. In October of last year he visited Sturt's Depot Glen;
Burke's "Dig" tree on Cooper Creek; the Birdsville Track, then across to
Ayers Rock, and back through the Flinders Ranges. In April of this year
he went into Oxley country in Central New South Wales and in August, he
intends looking at Mitchell country north from Moree into Mantuan Downs
and to Isisford on the Bareoo,

The following report published by the Royal Australian Historical
Society of Brigadier FitzGerald's activities in the cause of exploration

highlights his interest in historical geography,

Routes of the Explorers | courtesy of the R. A H.S.):

On the reverse side of its folding map entitled GUIDE TO AUST-
RALIA (80 miles 10 1 inch, simple conic projection) the Shell Co. of Ausi-
ralia Ltd. has recently printed a map entitled THE FIRST CENTURY OF
AUSTRALIAN EXPLORATION (about 97 miles to 1 inch, also presumably
simple conic projection), on which the routes of the major explorers by
land and sea, whose accounis of their journeys were written in English, are
shown as clearly and accurately as the scale permits. The range is from
Cook to Forrest. The only comparable work is that of the Feekens (THE
DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION OF AUSTRALIA, by Erwin H.J. and
Gerda E.E, Feeken, Melbourne, 1970, reviewed by Brigadier L. Fitz-
Gerald in the AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHER for September, 19713, but the
Shell map has the advantage of presenting the information on one sheet
measuring about 29 by 34 inches. The routes shown are a summary pres-
entation on a very reduced scale, of the work of Brigadier FitzGerald on
sheets of the 1:250, 000 series, which now cover the whole of Australia,

To all but a small circle of professional surveyors and geograph-
ers Brigadier FitzGerald's work on the routes of the explorers is hardly
known, but its importance is fundamental in Australian historical geography
for it represents an act of rigorous critical re-assessment long overdue,
Brigadier Lawrence FitzGerald, O.B.E., F.1.S., now retired, was for
many years Director of Military Survey and head of the Royal Australian
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Survey Corps. Writing to Mrs. Kathleen Fitzpatrick he said, ''My training
and interest in Australian exploration and the availability of good maps com-
bine to make it practicable to plot the explorers' routes with a considerable
degree of certainty, and I have directed my efforts to that end. .. " {quoted
by Kathleen Fitzpatrick, VICTORIAN HIST. MAG., vol. 40, no. 4, Nov.,
1969, p. 192). He has paid special attention to the work of Cook, Leich-
hardt, and Burke and Wills, who have all come under criticism of recent
years through doubts about their whereabouts at particular times. Of
Leichhardt he has written, ''I have plotted the day-to-day camps of Leich-
hardt irom the detailed descriptions in his journal and from his astronomi-
cal and field observations. Contrary to Logan Jack's belief, Leichhardt's
observed latitudes are quite correct. He maintained his own plot of the
route and at all times would have been aware of his location relative to the
coast" ("'Leichhardt was among the greats'', MELBOURNE HERALD, 14
Feb,, 1970}, The same view was expressed by another competent sur-
veyor, Mr, R. Sonter, when C.5.1.R.O. was investigating the Weipa de-
posits, He found that Leichhardt's latitudes were correct to within half a
mile, which is excellent by navigational standards (letter, SYDNEY MCRN-
NG HERALD 19 May, 1958). Brigadier FitzGerald has formally rejected
not only the well-known opinion of Logan Jack with regard to Leichhardt
but also that of Jeff Carter (IN THE STEPS OF THE EXPLORERS, Sydney,
1970) with regard to both Leichhardt and Burke and Wills {(MELBOURNE
HERALD, loc. cit.), His exhaustive work on Cook's positions between
Base Strait and Cape York will be of great interest when published; but the
word "published' arouses the critical question, How is such voluminous
material ever to be adequately published under Australian conditions? In
November, 1970, Lord Casey gave $1, 000 to the Department of Geography
of the University of Melbourne towards the production of a series of colour-
ed maps showing the routes of the explorers (SYDNEY MORNING HERALD,
3 Nov., 1970), but the magnitude of the work to be pu’blished ig formidable,
The Feeskens, whose work was printed on the scale of 64 miles to 1 inch,
required 23 multi-coloured maps to display what they had to show., DBut
Brigadier FitzGerald has been working on the 1:250, 000 sheets (roughly 4
miles to 1 inch), and it would take about 60 sheets to display his work on
Leichhardt alone! His work has already revealed 'many glaring errors in
nomenclature attributable to misinterpretations of the explorer's descrip-
tions and intentions" (AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHER, loc. cit., p. 635).

It is important that Brigadier FitzGerald's work be made avail-
able in a form worthy of it, if only to save some of our explorers from the
erroneous interpretations of a few publicists, journalists and reviewers
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who are more vociferous than articulate, uninformed about the conditions of
the times they deal with (there were no breech-loading rifles in the times of
Sturt, Mitchell, Leichhardt or Kennedy, who therefore had to carry swords
as well as puns), and inadequately informed about the technicalities of topo-
graphical reconnaigsance, survey, navigation and natural science. [ see
only two possible ways of publishing the work, both expensive, Either the
routes might be added to future editions of the 1:250, 000 sheets (and just
when might some sheets be re-issued?), or an atlas on that scale might be
published, with an index-sheet like the map that Shell has just issued.

Given such an atlas or series of sheets, we would have an accurate base-
map for the refined replotting of a great deal of other information brought
back by the explorers, about rocks, minerals, soils, surface waters, plants
birds and beasts and creeping things, and people. Meanwhile, we should be
grateful to Shell for providing us with what is no more than a generalized
summary of years of painstaking work. Its reduction on one large sheet to
about cne-twentieth of the scale of the original has meant the loss of much
significant detail, but it is the best and most convenient representation of
the routes of our major explorers yet published. Brigadier FitzGerald's
work on Cook's track covers so many sheets, is so generously annotated
and is of such outstanding interest, that it should be treated separately.
Thig raises the question of the publication of two atlases of exploration, one
for the land, the other for the sea,



NATIONAL BULLETIN ACCOUNT 1972/173

Carried forward from 1571

Contributions 1972

2/1 Survey Association

Ex Servicemen's Association Queensland
Division

Canberra Survey Corps Association

Balance 30.6,72

Contributions 1273

Ex Servicemen's Association Queensland
Division

Canberra Survey Corps Association

Less Expenditure on National Bulletin No. 8

Balance as at 30.6,73

$40, 92
$20.00
10. 00
10,00 40,00
$£80. 92
$10.00
10. 00 $20, 00
$100, 92 ;
30. 00
£70, 92
—_—
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CHAPEL AT LAE, 1944




