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Lt Col H. A, Johnson, M.B.E.. F.I.5. Aust.,
being presented with 1he Medal of the Instifution of Surveyors, Australia, 6th April 1970,
by
His Excellency, Maojor-General 5ir James Harrison, K.CM.G., CB, C.B.E.,

Gavernor of South Australia



FRONT COVER FICTURE

The award of the MMedal of the Institution of Surveyors Australia to Lt Col
H.A. (Bill) Johnson was announced in the last National Bulletin.

The presentation of the Medal was one of the highlights of the 13th Survey
Congress held in Adelaide during April 1870, It took place at the opening of the Congress
in the very beantiful Colonel Light Room at the Hotel Australia,

Alan Wood, President of the Institution, is the third member in the picture.

In acknowledging the award, Bill Johnson spoke of his experiences and
activities in the survey field and of the friende and associates who had encouraged and
aspisted him, ’



EDITOR'S COMMENTS

The Mational Bulletin ¢ontinues to be well supported by the Associations,
Thanks are due to all those busy members who made the time to submit the items which
appear in this Bulletin,

The Personalities of the Associations section continues to flourish.,

What about members cantributing some brief articies on their personal
experiences in the Survey Corps be they humorous or serisus?

The Canberra Survey Corps Association will be pleased to continue to edit and
publish the MNational Bulletin but it must have two forms of support,

1. Contributions of articles for the Bulletin
2, Have financial assistance to defray unavoidable costs. '

The year 1970 has been one during which awards of high esteem have been made
to four eminent members of our Survey Associations,

Bulletin No. 5 contained advance information of the Surveyor's Institute Medal
to he awarded to Lt Col H, A, Johnson, M. B, E.

We were not then aware that the names of Colonel F, I¥, Buckland Director of
Military Survey, Mr. B. P, Lambert, Director of National Mapping and Mr, John Brackenreg
M., EB,E, were to be included in the Queen's Birthday Honours List, Each was awarded the
O.B.E.

On behalf of all nationsl members, this Bulletin extends heartiest congratu-
lations to these three members two of whom are continuing to perform survey and mapping
duties of the highest order in Australia and, of course, John's longstanding contribution
to Australian art is equally praiseworthy.

You will read on other papges detailed references to these awards,
Appreciation is again recorded for this assistance given, in publishing the

National Bulletin, by Mr. B.P, Lamber{ OBE, Director of Naticnal Mapping and Colonel
F.D. Buckland, OBE, Director of Military Survey.




ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
ACTIVITIES 1870

In the November 1969 issue we gave a sitrep of the activities of the Corps
for that year, We have been advised that 1370 has il anything been busier with field survey
operations in Indonesia, Papua and New Guinea, Northern Territory and the northern areas
of Western Australia and Queensland. In addition the Corps continued its co-operation with
the US and UK on Geodetic Satellite Observations.

The Indonesian project is a 'first” since the well remembered days of World
War 1I and was commanded by Major Clem Sargent with his deputy Ceapt David Hebblethwaite.

Another activity, less seriocus but equally noteworthy, was the ceremony of
Freedom of Entry to the City of Bendigo for AHGQ Svy Regt. The parade was led by Lt Col
"Ril" Sprenger and was watched by many official guests and citizens of Bendigo.

1t Col Harvey Hall held a reunion of staff at the Schoel of Military Survey
at Bonegilla on the occasion of the School's 21st birthday and this function was well attended
and enjoyed by all,

Changes in posting of Corps Officers since the last issue are -

Lieut lan Shepherd was posted from the Regiment »
to the staff of the School of Military Survey.

Lieut Dan McCluskey fresh from his Diploma in Surveying
obtajned at SAIT moved to N Comd and was subsequently
detached for duty in New Guinea.

Capt Ken Lyons and his offsider Lt J. Whitburn were W W

posted from E Comd to the Svy Tp in South Vieinam
garly in the year and are scheduled to he replaced by
Captains Peter Eddy and Charlie Watson at the end of
1970 and early 1971 respectively,

Capt Jimmy Long vacated his job as DAD Svy Southern W

Command in August and has taken up duty as OC 16 Fd
Svy Depot in Singapore.

Jim was rTeplaced as DAD Svy by Major George Gruszka
and George's job in PNG was taken by Capt Jimm Bownds.

Five officers returned home to Australia during the year.

Major Bill Child from DAD Svy, FARELF to the
Directorate in Canberra.

Major Bob Skitch from 84 Svy Sgn RE (FARELF)
4 to Aust Staff Cellege in Jamuary 1871.

Major Peter Constantine from OC of the troop in SV
to the Directorate in Canberra.

Captain Frank Thorogood from 21C of the troop in SVH to
AHQ Svy Hegt and thence to Aust Staff College with Bob
Skitch.




Major Ted Laker from Exchange duty in UK to DAD

Svy E Comd.

Ted has been replaced in UK by

Captain Kevin Walsh from the Regt.

Capt Noel Sproles is still away at the Hoyal Military College of Science in
U.K. and is scheduled to return to Australia late in December.

Capt Frank Bryant left Australia in June of this year to attend the Inter-
Delft, He is expected to be away for approximately eighteen

national Training Centre at
months.

Bendigo.

[y

Late last year Capt Mal Hayes resigned his commigsion and hag gettled in ﬁ’LZ:
4

Major John Stevens (Steve) retired in May, and was granted the Honorary

rank of Lt Col,

New officers to join the Corpe during the year were-

2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
2Lt
Lt

OEBITUARY

P.0O. Pearson
J.M. Reid

5. Greening
W.G. Setiree
H.W. Van der Heide
F.N. Brown X
FP.M. Bion
J.5. Allan
B.I. Brammy
F.5. Bell

P. Roseiter

(SAIT)

(N Camd)
(E Comd)
(W Comd)
(E Comd)
(Regt)
(School)
{Uni of NSW)
(W Comd)
(E Comd)
(Svy Depot)

The death of DMajor Bob Hammett occurred suddenly on 6th March 1970,

Bob had given a life time of service in the Army. Prior to his enlistment

ag a Sergeant Draughtsman in the Corps on 5th April 1939, he had served with the Sth

Battalion CMF from 1933 to 1838,

Bob Hammett was one of the first members of RA Svy to commence active
gervice in World War 1I, leaving Australia in October 1840 with HQ 1 Aust Corpe for the
Middle East, Additionally he saw active service in New Guinea., At the time of his death
he held the appointment of DAD Survey on HQ Eastern Command.
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BENDIGO BESTOWS HIGHEST HONOUR
ON SURVEY UNIT

On Sunday l4th June, 1970, a most impresgive ceremony was held at Bendigo,
Victoria, when the Freedom of Entry to the City was conferred on the Army leadguarters
Survey Regiment by the Mayor of Bendigo, Counciller J,C_M. Jeilrey.

The parade was led by Li. Colonel L. B, (Bill) Sprenger MEE, and the 150 officers,
men and women of the Regiment carried out the intricate manoceuvres of the ceremony with
detailed precision.

Official party returns to dais alter inspecting AHQ Survey Regimoent,
From lefl Lo right - Col F.D, Buckland, OBE, His Worship the Mayor of Hendige, Councillor
J. .M, Jeffrey, Brig D. Macdonald, Brig C,J. Miles, Southern Command, Lt Colonel L. B,
Jprenger LMBE,



A copy of the programme issued for the ceremony is enclosed with this Bulletin
and should prove of interest to all members of the Survey Corps' Associations, particularly
the ANG,, Cario Coy. Association Members.

The Reoyal Australian Survey Corps and the Army Headquarters Survey Regiment
are to be congratulated on the high honor bestowed on the Regiment,

CANBERRA SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION

Fatron : Brig. D, Macdonald
President . G. Connelly
Treasurer : J. Yarra

Editor ¢ A, Kurrle
Becretary ¢ 5. Snow

16 Pera Flace
Red Hill A, C.T. 2603

The Anmual General Meeting was held on 1l November 1968 and the usual Armistice Day dinner
followed. These events took place at the Hotel Ainslie Rex and a very satisfactory number of
members of the Association attended. No visitors were present on this oceasion.

The retiring president, Don Smith, was replaced by George Connelly and the office
of Secretary was filled by Spencer Snow who has held this position previously for four years.

To give more dignity and prestige to the Association it was decided that we needed
a Patron. Brigadier D. Macdonald, the current Corps Commandant, kindly accepted the
appointment.

An additional office was created to assist with the preparation and finalisation
of the MNational Bulletin and Allan Kurrle was elected editor.

During the course of the dinner Tony Bomford proposed the toast to the Rayal
Australian Survey Corps and Frank Buckland suitably responded,

A collection was taken for the benefit of the Survey Troops in Vietnam and an
amount of $45 was donated for this purpose.

An enjoyable evening was had by all and a eonvivial atmosphere existed throughout
the proceedings.

On April 25, 1870, our other main function, the Anzac Day march, followed by
the usual luncheon at the Hotel Wellington, was again well attended,

The March, always colourful with the various service organisations participating,
was honoured by the presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Prince FPhillip and Princess
Anne, Record mmbers of Canberra residents and many visitors took advantage of the delightful
weather conditions to witness the ceremeony though its sombre purpose was kept well in mind
during the laying of wreaths by the Queen, the Prime Minister and many Ambassadors and
Service Organisations. The singing of hymns and recitation of "We will Remember Them"
dedicated the day,

Our appreciation is extended to those Assoclations which have forwarded donations
to assist in offsetting production costs of the National Bulletin. We endeavour to produce a
Bulletin which contains items of Mational interest but consider that 'Persenalities’ with pictures
have a special appeal. We suggest that Assoclations keep thie in mind and arrange their



'"Personality' itemes in sufficient time for inclusion in each Bulletin.

An endeavour has been made to engender the formation of an Asscciation in South
Aungtralia, Brigadier Macdonald, on the occasion of the Survey Congress in Adelalde, made
the suggestion and it is hoped that something will eventuate.

Limited copies of "Memories of £ Australian Field Survey Company 1940-44" by
Lieutenant Colonel H,P.G. Clews are held by this Association,

Though this higtorical story will have special interest for the N. 5. W. Association
we recommend it to all National members.

It containg a description of :
(a} the establishment of the Company
(b) mapping operations from several hages
{e) "evil' deedg which now provide comical comment
{d) the break-up of the Company
{e) appendices showing nominal rolls, trig and mapping diagrams -
47 papes of a very warm human story.

Anyone requiring copies of the "Clews Memoirs" pleage contact gur Secretary,
Spencer Snow.

Perhaps when read by members of other Associations somebody will be actuated
into recounting the wartime experiences of his unit's activities including any misadventure no
longer punishable.

Could each commitiee please take this matter up? Remember time marches on
and the number of people with the background knowledge and time to undertake the task is
sadly diminighing,
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PERSOMALITIES OF THE ASSOCIATIONS
CANBERRA SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION

A F, Kurrle MBE

Alan Kurrle joined the Survey Corps P.M,F. in early 1936 as a W/02 after
completing his profession qualifications as a Surveyor in Victoria, He was in good
company as others to join the Corps at about that time were Bill Johnson, Wally Relf,
Rert Egpeling, Don Maedonald, John Herridge and Tim Tyler,

He served with the 30D Survey Section in Victoria under Brig FitzGerald
and later Major Rule,

When a Geodetic Section was formed under Brig FitzGerald, he and Bill
Johnson were transferred to it and measured base lines and carried out triangulation
along the eastern side of Australia,

Alan was commissioned in June, 1939. He was taken on strength of the 2/1
Corps Field Survey Coy. in June 1940, and was attached to Survey Directorate HG 1 Aust,
Corps with Bob Hammett. They embarked for the Middle East on L October, 1840,
Adam Smith was also on HQ 1 Aust. Corpg at that time,

Alan saw serviee in Palestine and the Western Desert, He moved to Greece
in March, 1941 and after a very hectic period, which is rather a good story in itself,
was [ortunate after the fall of Greece to he evacuated and returned to Egypt in May, 1541,

After further service in the Middle Esst, some of it with the 2/1 Corps
Field Survey Coy, Alan returned to Australia and disembarked in Adelaide in March, 1342,



He was posted first to Survey Directorate HQ first Aust Army and then took over
command of 3 Field Survey Coy. from Don Macdonald at Gympie, Queensland. Alan took 3 Coy
to New Guinea in February, 1943, but only stayed with the Coy. for a short time before being
transferred to HE New Guinea forece.

He was in New Guinea for twelve months, returned to Australia for a short break
and was back again at Lae in Qctober, 1944, had another short break in Australia for six weeks
in May, 1945, and was in New Guinea until Jamary 1946. So there was little of the survey
activities in the New Guinea area that Alan did not participate in,

For his war service he was twice Mentioned in Degpatehes and was awarded the
MEE. He can lay claim to having more service overseas during World War 1] than any other
member serving in the Survey Corps, a very proud record.

Alan resigned from the Survey Corps in 1946 to join the Department of Civil
Aviation as Chief Surveyor, In 1962 the Department of the Interior was given the responsi-
bility for carrying out all the survey work for DCA, so Alan was transferred to that
Department and came to Canberra to live. He had a holiday trip overseas in 1967 and retired,
for health reasons, soon after his return,

Alan is keeping himself fit and well with a new house and garden but finds plenty
of time for his pame of bowls,

He is a member of the 2/1st Survey Association, the 3rd Field Survey Coy.
Association and i a foundation member and first Pregident of the Canberra Survey Corps
Agsociation,

SURVEY CORPSE EX-SERVICEMEN'S ASSOCIATION
(Queensland Branch)

Miice Bearers for Year 1960-1870

President Frank Ahrensg Pagt Presgident Jack McGinley
Viee Prasident Pare Peel Hon. Secretary Chas Gilbert
Hon. Treasurer Morgan Smith Hon. Editor Chas Martin

Committee: Tom Bryee, Jim Alexander, Harold Jenes, Bill Butler, Arnold Jones,
Bert Powell, Frank Rogerson, ''Ned" Kelly.

Secretary's Address:. 49 Tarragindi Road, Annerley, Brisbane, 4103,

It must have been the military training and parade ground discipline instilled
into ue during the war years that still shows up in our "subconscious' civvy behaviour.
That rmust be one reason [a poor one ne doubt compared to the "old comrade” feeling) that
makes us year after year on our annual pilgrimage to the reunion, It must algo be the
reason why those responsible for the various Bulletins and Newg Sheets throughout Australia
keep faith with their fellow "Surveyites' by continuing those publications and distribution of
same,
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Which brings us onece more to an expression of thankes to the Canberra boys for
their National Bulletin which so ably coordinates between its covers the activities of the various
branches. Quile an appropriate cover with gplendid photograph of the Anzac Day March at
Canberra, Age does not seem to have withered the marchers much either, as Norm Williams
looks just as bright as when he was with 5 T'ld Coy,

And talking of covers, a measure of praise is due also to the designers of the covers
for our last three Queensland Bulletins, The design, eolour scheme, and printing of them are
due to the professional touch of Harold Jones. "'Thanks Harold!"

Now for the other "Surveyites" who make the Re-Unions so pleasant and iriendly,
The number in attendance average the 50's or 60's, but every year we seem to see new faces
and hear of new experiences. This year, at our Re-Union held on Saturday §th September,
those present voted the function as one of the best we have organised. The logation again being
at the National Hotel, which turned ona very good repast and refreshments, The usual quick
general meeting of those present resulted in little change in Office Bearers, the main one
being Frank Ahrens moving up to President and Perc Peel to Vice President - both very good
choices, The rest of the Committee remains the same from year to year so the boys must
reckon they do a good job, so "when you're on a good thing, stick te it,"

A noticeable result this year was the number of members who sent apologies for
non-attendance, but at the same time also sent a donation with their subsecription fee. It may
be true that we are an alfluent society, but it also shows the pleasure and gratitude of former
comrades in arme towarde their Association. It is to be hoped that this friendly feeling
continues, and that the Committee can continue to satisfy our Members.

Probahly the most new "new face' this year'was fuster MeClelland from Vietoria
who was ghle to include the Re-Union to fit in with his trip to Queensland on other matters,
This time he had three (3) months on an extended tour of the north and west of the State, with
the Re-TUnion ag its climax, Thanks for the attendance, Auster, and for your Toast to
"Absent Friends."

Another first was Noel Smith of Brisbane, if it wasn't his {irst ever, it was the
first for a long time, which again was appreciated by hie old males,

There was quite an influx thie year from members of the near-north of Brishane -
Percy Moes from Maryborough, who thought the 1968 visit may have been encugh for him due
Lo ill health. Laurie Hansen from Gympie, and Bill Hewitt from Mt. Mee made reappearances
after some years as also did Gordon Dutney and Len Myere from Caloundra. George Goatham
alzo from Gympie, regular in attendance, was with us again, It was good to see some of our
members bringing along friends and relations to pur "do" te add to the general conviviality,

Ron Marchant came along with Doug Ferguson, and although now almost blind
enjoyed himself very mmch and gave the gathering a much appreciated little talk,

Major Ed Anderson, and presgent serving members were missed this year, being
on duty with Corps members in New Guinea. However, Sam Wateon with other serving members
made the grade and were welcome guests.

While on Corps matters, we Queenslanders wish to offer sincere congratulations
to Jim Stedman on his promolion to rank of Lieut. Colonel with Headquarters al Canberra -
a well-earned risge from Bapper Surveyor with 5 Fld Coy in 1942. Another to be congratulated
ie Kevin Walsh, who is now a Survey Corps Captain about to be sent to England on a two year
pos ting. Good luck to both of them!

-l
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An overseas tripper was Bob Tubman, who was unable to attend the Re-Tnion due to
departure shortly hefore that date for approximately three months trip to Europe and America.
Good luek to him too/

OBITUARY. Now there is the sad part of our report, namely the listing of those who
have passed on. This year we regret to record the deaths of Fupene O'Reilly ('Cheeric'} last
May from a heart attack at Wellington, N, Z, during a game of golf ; also of Lloyd Johnson

{" JTohnno'') killed in an aircraft accident last February with his wife and friends near Ceduna,
South Australia, while returning from a fishing trip; also of Ken Waldron-Griffith just after
this year's Re-Union from bronehitis which developed into pneaumenia, The death of Reg Napier
in September, 1968 was recorded in last Wational Bulletin as a heart attack, this should be
corrected to "'cersbral haemorrhage' which struck him down very suddenly.

Change of Address of Members:

L.5. Hanson, 22 Jane Street, Gympie, 4570.

M.B. Bennett, 8§ Riverside Gardens, Carlow Street, Hill End, 4101.
M.J, Smith, 28 Grace Street, Corinda, 4075.

G. A, Dutney, Windsor Avenue, Caloundra, 4331,

C.G, MARTIN
HON. EDITOR.

.G, Martin

Who as a Councillor with the old Queensland Institute of Surveyors was keen on
having surveyors take a professional role in any Army aclivity in case of the war that was looming
in 1833, Aided by another Councillor, who later became Major Sam Ward as D, A. D, Survey
N. Command, they were called upon garly in 1940 to form a survey Lraining unit under the
militia scheme. Sam Ward had been called up from the Reserve of Enginesrs (R, A.E.) io
Victoria Barracks and he got CGM commissioned ag a Lieuienant on Gih March, 1940. After
preliminary arrangements had been completed CGM left hie job as a surveyor with the Queens-
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land Main Roads Commission in July 1940 and devoted himself full time to the task of petting
thig training unit established.

t was formed as the N. Command Survey Unit under the wing of the R, A, Engineers
(that's why we were sappers) and a small band of selected volunteers underwent a short course
of military training at Kelvin Grove Drill Ground. More volunteers were enlisted and in
September 1940 a unit of 44 men began a 3 month's tralning camp at Kilcoy Show Grounds, with
all necessary perscnnel such as surveyors, draftsmen, cocks, clerks, axemen and drivers.
With the help of two Survey Corpa W,/0O's (Vic Aldred and Charlie Carter) and an R, 5, M. they
were licked into shape on technical mapping procedures and on parade ground drill,

CGM was the only officer in this group until a few months later when Sgtg Alex
Yeates and Ron Marchant were commissioned and assisted in running the camp, as well as
learning their technical regquirements for later taking charge of their own sections,

At the conclusion of the 3 months training most of the unit volunteered to go on as
full-time militia in the 1 Fd Svy Coy which came into being on 18 September 1340, CGM and
an administrative section set up headquarters at the Health Depariment Welfare Building at
5t Pauls Terrace, Brisbane. Further recruiting was done and the t{raining camp at Kilcoy
was continued with CGM cccupied at both locations. At the same time a full-time Survey Corps
Captain, Bert Eggeling, was made O/C of the new Company, and CGM became his 2 1/C, which
relationship existed t1ill CGM was transferred in 1944 to H.Q., N.T. Force at Darwin,

As the Company grew bigger and trained men were available from Kilcoy, new
Headquarters were established in January 1941 at the old Hamilton Town Hall, from which
military mapping was done on areas from Caboollure narth to Gympie, Promotions of pers-
onnel changed the lock of the ex sappers at this time and among them Bert Eggeling became
Major and CGM on & Lay 1941 got his 3 pips as a Captain,

Triangulation of the varipus areas was done and contouring and mapping commenced
until such time in July 1942 when the Company was moved north to Tewnsville to do the various
map areas from Ayr north to Innisfail and the Tablelands with No.1 Section going to Cape York
are¢a and Papua. OGM was left behind with & few men ag rear guard le hand over to 3 Fd Svy
Coy when it moved up from Victoria in August 1942 Lo carry on the mapping from Hamilton
Town Hall,

Prior to rejoining his unit he was married to Marjorie Colelough and now they have
2 grown up sons, Peter and Geoffrey. (Alex Yeates was his Best Man while down in Brisbane
on a duty run with papers from Townsville. )

While stationed at Townsville the unit was re-designated 5 Fd Svy Coy and it was
assigned AIF status, CGM transferred to ALY on 22 September 1942,

From Townsville the unit meoved to various centres from which triangulation and
military mapping was done as required by Survey Corps Headquarters, first to Gladstone,
then to Innisfail and Ingharm and finally to Wongabel to prepare for overseas actions, It was from
the latter camp that CGM left with a sad heart the company that he had formed and served with to
go on transfer to Darwin, being then considered above the age for overseas service,

Here as the Survey Officer with Hirings Section of N.T. Force, he was responsible
for surveys required by that Section to determine boundaries and areas of various establishments
such ag camps, alrilelds, farms, meatworks, buildings, ete., from Darwin south to Alice
Springs. e was in Darwin the night the news came through of the Japanese surrender gn 15
fAugust 1945, However, release from N.T. Force did not come till Decemhber 1945, getting hame
ta Hrisbane in time for Cheistmas, Demebilisation tock place at Redbank camp on 9 January
15446,
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After a few weeks' leave he rejoined the Main Roads Commission, where he became
2 1/C to the Chief Surveyor asaisting mainly on adminigtrative duties, At times some field
surveyvs were carried out, the main one being a triangulation survey at Home Hill for the new
rail-road bridge over the wide Burdekin River.

In February 1848 he gained the appeintment as Chief Surveyor with the Queensland
Irrigation and Water Supply Commission and held that position until retirement in June 1964,
While with this Commission his army survey experience proved very useful in the direction
of many survey activities required by it - such as triangulation up the 20 miles of Burdekin
Gorge, and dam sites and of large mile grids over irrvipation areas,

However, retirement did not see him have much time for his recreation - bowls
with Ashgrove Bowling Club - as he was asked by Robin Franeis, a private surveyor in Brisbhane,
to help oot with title surveye of long lengths of easements for transmission lines for the
5.E.A. Q. Hundreds of plans under his signature for these easements now lodged in the Titles
Office are evidence of hig recent years In this line of service, which is still going on but now
mainly in looking after the office side of the job since a bout of ill health in November 1963,

He was always a keen supporter of the Queensland Institute of Surveyors, being a
Couneillor from 1837-1940, and a Commitiee man with Queensland Division of Institution of
Surveyors, fAustralia from 1946-1869 (President 1950- 51} and Hon, Editer of Gueensland
Divigion from 1957 till relinquishing the position in December 1969,

He has been actively assoclated with the Survey Corps Ex-servicemens' Association,
Cueensland Branch, since its formation in 1947-48.

SURVEY CORFPS REUNIONS - SURVEY CONGHESS

ADELAIDE - APRIL, 187,

A Survey Corps Reunion was again a feature of the 1970 Anmal Congress of the
Institution of Surveyors, Australia held in Adelaide during April, 1970,

The venue was the Morphett Arms' Hotel where ""Mine Host," Murray Western, well
known to 3 Field Survey Company memhers, really looked after the large number who answered
the inwvitation and attended the reunion. Our sincere thanks to you, Murray. Major George
Ricketts apd Colonel Walter Relf did most of the prelimminary arrangements and should feel well
pleaged with the result of their efforts.

It was a pleasure to see Jim Love, newly elected President of the Institution of
Surveyors, Australia, present along with Alan Wood, the immediate Past President, Altogether
there were over sixty at the reunion including serving members of the Survey Corps stationed
in Adelaide,

Amongst the locals present it was good to see -

Wally Relf - 2/1st now with the §, &, Lands Department

Lionel Bridgeland - AHQ - now retired

EBEill Greenshields - 3Coy - Supervising Surveyor with the Puoblic Buildings Dept.
Ray Pauley - 2/1st - Chief Surveyor with the Electricity Trust of South Australia
Len Beadell - 2 Coy - 5till going strong with the Weapons Research Establishment.
Murray Western - 3 Coy - Morphett Arms' Hotel

J. Hallett - 2/1st - now retired

Ross Buick - 2/1st
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D, Wilson - 3 Coy
I.8, Hall - Carto-Draughteman with 5, A, Lands Department
J.H. Evans - 3 Coy

Interstate members present included:

Alex Yeates - 5 Coy - Queensland

Bob Alderton - 2/1st and 2 Coy - N.5.W.
Geoff Foxall - 2 Coy - N. 5. W,

Moel Fletcher - 2 Coy - N, 5. W,

John Allman - 2 Coy - N.5. W,

Alan Wood - 2 Coy - N3, W,

Jim Love - 2f1st and & Coy - Victoria
Bill Johnson - 2/1lst and 6 Coy - Victoria
Joe Lines - 2/1st and 6 Coy - Victoria
Alex Weston - 4 Coy - Victoria

Jack Mitchell - 3 Coy - Victoria

Colin Widdleton - 3 Coy - Victoria

Jim Gillespie - A H.Q. - Victoria

Frank Buckland - 2/1st - Canberra

John Melan - 2/1st - Canberra

Don Macdonald - 3 and 4 Coy - Canberra
Eric Brook - 4 Coy - Western Australia
Wallie Jones - I Coy - Tasmania

H.A.J. (Jack Fryer) - AHGR - Singapore

Guests included:

Ron Whitmore - Hydrographer, R.AN. - N.5.W,
Paul Miller - RAAF - Queensland

Max Braid - RAA (Survey) Vicioria

Keith Barry - RAA (Survey) M.5. W,

Jack Dwyer - RAE - Tasmania

Mtogether a memorable occasion. The next reunion will be in Hobart in
February, 1971, when the Survey Congress is held there.

SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATION MEMBERS IN HONOURS LIST, JUNE 1370

Members of the Survey Corps Associations were well represented in the
Gueen's Birthday Hongurs List in June 1970,

Officer of the QOrder of the British Empire was granted to Bruce Lambert,
Frank Buckland and John Brackenreg, Heartiest congratulations to all three,

Official and semi-official information on the awards is as follows:

BRUCE LAMBERT

Mr. Lambert, who is in his fifty ninth year, has spent thirty four years
of his working life in public service, Commonwealth, State and Munieipal, in the fields
of surveying, mapping and engineering.
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Under his leadership, the Division of National Mapping has completed the task of
mapping Australia on the scale of 1:250, 000, has commenced a ten year programme of mapping
the continent on the scale of 1:100, 000, and has mapped significant areas of the Aunstralian
Antarctie Territory. Mapping is fundamental to exploration and development, and the successiul
mapping of Australia, upon which this development depends, is due in great part to the work of
the Division under Mr. Lambert, and largely due to Mr, Lambert's own gqualities.

B. . Lambert OBE

FRANK BUCKLAND

Colonel Buckland was commissioned in the Australian Survey Corps in June 1942 and
hasz zerved continuously with the Corps since that date, He is currently Director of Military
Survey, an appointment he has held since March, 1987.

Colonel Buckland is held in high esteem throughout the Army, not only for his
professional ability but also for his personal attention to the wellbeing of the members of his
Corps.

Hiz high standing not only in the Army but within his own profession is well known
and deserved |

His devotion to duty and industrious application to the varied tasks allotted io
the Survey Corps has contributed in no small measure to the success of the Corps to which
he has given so tmach,




Col. F.D, Buckland ORE

JOHMN BRACKTENREG

Mr. Brackenreg FRSA is Director of Artarmon Galleries and Senior Director of
Darlinghurst Galleries,

For continued services in the promotion of Australian Art.

J. Brackenreg OLE
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THE 2/1 SURVEY ASSOCIATION

At the 25th Anmual General Meeting held 5 April 1970 the following were

clected:
Fregident; Bill Emmett
Secretary: Rupe Grey
Treasurer: Tom Hunter
Social Secretary: Frank Williame
Committee: Jack Chamberlain, Jack Holmes, Wick Hudson,

Hugh Hoberts, Les Boche, Neoel Shiels, Alec
Williame and Alan Wilson,

(It is to be noted thal at a previpus commitlee
meeting it was proposed that the committee he
increased from six to eight members subject to
approval at the General Meeting).

PAST EVENTS

Anzac Weekend. Reunion on 24 April at the South Yarra Club - quite well attended,
followed by the WMarch on Anzac Day lead by Brig L. Fitzgerald and afterwards al Jack
Holme's printing establishment for refreshments,

Golf Day. In a weather break on Sunday, 22 March at Warburton, best gross
was accredited o Jack Chamberlain, runner-up and longest drive Mick Hudson, nearest

to pin Bill Emmett and begt lady golfer June Emmett. Tennis players at Warburton were
overwhelmed by Dot Williams' brilliant tactics., Possibly, the most successful event of
the day was the barbecue.

Congratulations to both Col Frank Buckland and Mr B.P. Lambert on receiving the O.B E.
in this year's @ueen's Henours, (Unfortunately, it was regretted that the Melbourne "Age"
did not include Canberra awards and omitted Mr. Lambert)., It was very gratifying to

see two of the "originals’ receiving ceneurrent awards.

Mationa]l Bulletin No. 5. Thank you very much for anpther issue of the National Bulletin,
which we have since posted to all our 2/1 members.

May I on behalf of all members, and the committes, express to you our
delight on the publication; it is excellent,

The information on Vietnam iz pleasing, for 1 am sure to all who are not
econnected with Survey would be surprised at the extent of activity in the war zone.

It must be pleasing to you getting so much information for all units, we
will be keeping Tom Hunter up on all cur information to send later on.

Ohituarx: Maj R.V. (Bob) Hammett and John Bartleet left our ranks early this wyear.
Both these members were in Greece with the Directorate of 1 Aust Corps with Alan
Kurrle and from there evacuated to re-join the 2/1 Field Svy Coy in Sarafaud, Palestine.
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ARG CARTOGRAPHIC COMPANY ASSOCIATION AND
1 AUST MOBILE LITHOGRAPHIC SECTION

Secretary: HRalph Westgarth,
27 Studley Road,
EAST BRIGHTON,. VIC, 3187

MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 1870

18th Annual Re-union, Moonee Valley Cup night, Saturday 24 Cetober
at Old Sappers' Hut, Engineers' Depot, Batman Avenue., 6-pm to 11. 30-pm,

196% ACTIVITIES OF ASSOCIATION

18th Annnal Re-union, 25 October, 1869, One hundred and two present,
including Brigadier L. Fitzgerald, OBE, Lt Colonel Tim Tyler,

Major BEill Sarll and Major Pat Kennedy. Twentytwo members from the
AHG Survey Repiment and twentyone ex-members of 1 Aust Mobile Litho-
graphic Section were also in attendance. A special welcome was accorded
to Gus Arman (N.G.) and Reg Thornton [N, 5. W.)

VALE We regret to announce the passing of Major Bob Hammett, Charlie Walls
and Dean Dau (Bishop of Bendige), who was a well known and loved personality
to the Carto Lads during the early 1940's,

REMINDER FOR 18971 Re-unien date, October 23rd,

"ro0 LONG IN THE BUSH"
{Abridped)

It is a fortunate person who can look back on his life with the thought that it seemed
to have been all planned out for him in advance, each phase depending on the previcus one and
all leading te a commen goal.

I have often decided that such was the case with myself as [ have reconstructed the
events which led me to projects which have occupied me for a quarter of a century so far, A
rocket range called Woomera, atomic bomb testing sites of Emu and Maralinga, metecrological
stations, airfields and a network of over four thousand miles of bulldezed graded roads opening
up the remaining three quarters of a million square miles of unexplored Central and Western
Australia. All hinged on the chance decision to stay in the Army Survey Corps for an extra year
after the war.

That decision of course took exactly three seconds to make after being asked to
accompany the first C.5,1.R. 0. expedition into the Alligator River Country in Arnhem Land to
do astrofixes for the ground control of their air photos upon which their scientific findings would
be marked. 1t was "Bill" Johnston who had earlier asked me to take a sun azimuth for somebody
in Brisbane not long after we got back from Wewak. He in turn must have remembered that
incident when the request came from the C,5.1, R. 0. to the Survey Corps for one of the members
to aceompany them. So it was while finishing my time with the Corps on the Darling Downs not
very eagerly awaiting discharge as 1 completed the teig work for some maps we were drawing
there, 1 was approached by a party from ''Bill" in Brisbane, who enquired if [ would consider
staying in an extra year to go on this expedition. Although | wag asked to think it over and let
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ihem lknow before they returned ta Brisbane the following morning, | had already made up my
mind before they finished talking.

L. Headell MBE

At the end of that year after driving a C.5,1. R. 0, truck frem Darwin to Canberra and
reaching Melbourne irom there in a utility which Duntroon loaned me, yet another scientific
party had approached the Survey Corps. They wanted "gome sort of & rocket range or something”
started somewhere in Australia, "What ho! " The then Colonel Fitzgerald and [ were talking
about possible future activities by the fireplace in the old obhservatory building near the Shrine
in Melbourne, He asked if I would care te stay with the Corps a further year, to go le Adelaide
where Lindsay Lockwood was at present and after finding what was required from General Sir
John Evett leading the U, K. team, go up to somewhere in the desert and start thie "some sort
of a rocket range or something,”

Again he didn't need to wait while I told him the Sydney Water Hoard could struggle
along without me as it had for eons belore 1 was born, and that was the moment which governed
the succeeding twenty-five years for me.

Victoria barracks were phoned and asked to outfit 2 "bushranger from the Corps who
wears a hunting knife on his belt" and it seemed to cause some little concern to the guard post
there as | went in, I'm net sure if it was the khaki shorts and 5.D. jacket [ was wearing, Lhe
hobb nailed boots with the kangaroo sinue laces under separate hose tops with the bare ankle gap
hidden partly by canvas gaiters, or the gtandard Jap, army issue bell T wore oulside the 8.1,
jacket which caused the most upset. 1 explained to the provost B, 5. M. the bell was to hold my
watch and knife pouches which [ proved by sliding them around to where he could see more
clearly but this only added fuel te his fire. As an afterthought he wondered where my hat was
and I had to confess I didn't have one sinee the buffale jumped on it in the East Alligator River.
At this he loolked more interested than upset and asked if perhaps I were the "bushranger from
the C.5.1. R. 0. expedition” to which | replied that the last part was a faet but not having pre-
knowledge of the phone ¢all I could only let him guess at the first part. He took another overall
look and thought perhaps it just could be so, In another few minutes T was sitting on his chief's
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desk drawing pictures on his Blotting pad to illustrate where the best place to shoot
crocodiles was located,

Not long after arriving in Adelaide, Lindsay and our little group of half a dozen
had encugh trig poles ready to leave Keswick Barracks and head off to where Woomera is
today to start surveys for that project which now occupies seven thousand people, We thought
one or two Guy Fawkes displays would see it all over and finished at that stage.

Astrofixes, base lines, a trig network, levelling and contour mapping followed in
rapid succession, about in that order, and after construction workers began to appear across
the horizon we left it with them and headed for areas further out in the mulga,

Many long expeditions followed north westerly into Western Australia fitted in
between astro ground control of air photos for strat. maps covering the country over which
the rockets would be passing,

At the end of the first year on this project I was again asked if 1 would care fo
remain with the Corps to continue on with the work with, under the unique circumstances,
no compulsion to 'sign on' for a prescribed period, Once again I didn't have to think it
over and was able to complete my eighth year with our "family' and spent it almost entirely
in the serub on astro work for mapping and more expeditions opening up the centre line for
our range.

Christrmas 1848 approached and nothing more could be done to retain members in
the Army without this 'signing on' operation and as 1 was informed about this within a fow
days of receiving an offer from the Long Range Weapons Establishment to join them as =
civilian to carry on with their work I still didn't have to think what to do. Back to the bugh
again with the worn shreds of my army clothes and with no further hope of replacement at
the 'Q}' store, | worked on further out than ever.

Then came the urgent radio summons to HG at Salisbury where I was asked to
discover a site for the first atomic bomb trials on our mainland. Monthe an my own in
the szand hills followed until I was able to guide Sir William FPenny, the top secret British
atomic scientist and party out te inspect my area, That and my other discovery at
Maralinga for the bhomb trials occupied the succeeding five years solidly for me and on
one of the irips to Woomera I chanced to be asked to give a few words on a national radio
station tape recorded interview, This in turn, ten years later, with the game reporter
initiated a television interview which the editor in chiel of a big publighing firm noticed
and asked me later if 1 would consider writing a book myself, ''Too Long in the Bush'
was the result of that suggestion followed by "Blast the Bush'" about the atomie praoject,
I've since waded through another eighty thousand words which is due to come out this
year in the form of "The Bush Bashers',

The atemic projects brought me in touch with the English scientific teams to
such an extent that they persuaded me to make a half year trip "Arcund the World in
Eighty Delays',

The need for a meteorological station located in the direction the radic-active
fall out must travel after each atomic trial put me in the position of being invelved in
developing a site which we had chosen on an aeronautipal map and then discovering it on
the ground. Giles, as we called it, after 5ir Ernest who had named the Bawlinson Range
some eighty years before and alongside which the site was required. [t came into being
after I had made four hundred miles of bulldozed road out to it fram the nearest point on
the Alice Springs Highway. After airstrips, water supplies by drilling, and of course the
inevitable agirofixes were completed, Bill Johnston again eame back Inte the picture.
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We met again as he climbed out of the aercplane which had landed on the strip
I had laid out and built and he immediately got down to business. That "business”,
resulting from his close liaigon with Weapons Research Establishment, as our establishment
had now been renamed, consisted of an oversll tellurometer network of stations ripht across
Aunstraliz covering the remaining virtually unexplored areas of Ceniral and Western
Australla, The outcome was that 1 gathered a small group of gix men together, named
them as a joke the "Gunbarrel Road Construction Party' and we camped in the desert for
the following eight years while we made an access network of roads based entirely wpen
countless astrofixes, and totalling over four thousand miles,

The first road we made acrosg Ceniral Australia of & thousand miles from East
to West wae officislly named the Gunbarrel Highway and appears as such on the latest
maps. With a personal mountain on the new aeronauticzl maps, an encouragement from
the Queen, and many years of pleasant co-operation with Bill and other members of our
old original Army Survey Corps, I was able to look back upon the work of the previous
quarter of a century as amounting to a privilege rather than a job.

And all because of that sun azimuth for somebody in Brisbane!

4TH FIELD SURVEY OLD COMBRADES ASSOCIATION
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Fresident: H. (Bonny) Burgess

Secretary/ W. Bocksette,

Treasurer: 86 Peninsula Road,
Maylands. W.A, 6051

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting was held on Monday, September 2Ind as usual
at the Anzac Club, as reported in the issue of Bulletin No. 3.

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION - FREMANTLE BARRACKS - SURVEY SECTION

Onece again Major Clem Sargent and his merry men turned on a pre-Xmas
party, held at the Barracks on Saturday night, 12th December. This time in the form
of & barbecue, and the organisers are to be lauded, everything, including the weather
was par excellence, a good crowd, and enjoyed by sll. Eleven of the "old boys" and
their ladies rolled up, and it was mosl pleasant to be absorbed into the younger set, and
feel at home. Congrats Clem, we lock forward te the next one,

ITEME OF INTEREST

Bonny Burgess and myself met Jack Bishop and his wife en route to London,
and were able to entertain them for the day. J.B. thoroughly enjoyed hig re-union with
Perth and the "Swan'' And his lovely wife was duly impressed with the tour of the river
and the various beauty spots.

Eric Brook entered a Holden in the Ampol Trial this year, but unfortunately
with the run nearly over, had to withdraw in Adelaide due to illness of his crew. Bad
luck Eric, our congrails on a coursgeous effort,

Congrats also to Tan MeMabb for his presentation of the future development
of South Perth. As Town Plamner he is a busy man these days, and incidentally, quite

photopgenic on tele.
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To Lt Colonel H. A, (Bill} Johnson, MBE, particularly from those of us who
worked with him, as I did, our congratulations on his Institution Medal award, well

degerved indecd,

Ron MeCullurn retired from the Department of Agriculture on July 3lst, and
plans to have another look up north, then go East for awhile. Good travelling Hon, hope
you meet up with some of our old mmates on your travels,

I do regret to report that Keith Stewart is now an inmate of "Lemnos'' Hospital
nothing more can be done for our old comrade, Also Bill Cuneo is bed-ridden at
Annersley Private Hospital in Mt. Lawley, and unfortunately shows no signs of improve-
ment, Hill would appreciaste a visit from his old cronies.

Our happy-go-lucky President, Bonny Burgess has finally had to give up work
entirely - take it easy, Bonny, and you will be gracing the bowling greens for many years
yet.

OBITUARLIES

We regret to report the passing of & few more of our old comrades, namely:-

Jack Randall September, 18263
Bob Badman January 4th, 1970 (in Adelaide)
Dolph Greay May 29th, 18%0
Jack Richards June 18th, 1970

PERSONALITY ITEM

As follows, prepared by Hugh Barclay, foundation President of our Assoc-
iation, and still a staunech member,

PERSONALITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION
ATH FIELD SURVEY QLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION

.

o i
' i e :

W. Bocksette
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W.G, (Bill) Bockeette is one of the original sixteen members of 4 Aust. T'd.
Svy. Coy., joining as & Sapper on 20th January, 1941. After initial training he was
posted to No. 1 Geo, Sec., AHQ Coy., working on the Albany-Geraldton network until
late in 1942 by which time he had been promoted to Sergeant,

During 1943-44, 4 Coy.., to which he had been transferred was flat out on the
hasty mapping of N. W, Coastal and Kimberley areas of W_A., and Bill was successively
promoted WO2 and WO1,

Early in 1945, 4 Coy was disbanded to build up the other Coys., and Eill
was in the detachment which joined 3 Coy. in Queensland, working in the Daintree and
Rumula areas until the end of the war.

He stayed in the post-war Svy. Corps, working successively in Cueensland,
Western Australia, Victoria and again in W, A,

[n August, 1953, Bill joined the W.A, Lands & Surveys Department as Tepo.
Surveyor, beeoming Senier Topo. Surveyor in 1983,

A foundation member of the 4th Fd. Svy. Old Comrades Association, Bill
inherited the mantle of Skip Lewis as Seerstary-Treasurer in 1363, is the power behind
the scenes for the many successful reunions, and is a full bottle on the doings and
whereabouts of the members of the old 4 Coy.

Also a foundation member of the Institute of Cartographers, (W.,A. Division)
Bill is looking forward to relaxation on the bowling green after his retirement, due in
August, 1971,

SURVEY EX-SERVICEMEN'S ASSQOCIATION OF N.5.W.

Address: Box 4365 G, P.0., Sydney.

President Woel Fletcher

Vice President Basil Stahl

Secretary & Treasurer Harry Kilby

Asgistant Secreiary John Maltby

Editor Jack McLean

Assistant Editor Brian Hooker
Bill Pye

Our two official reunions per year are held on the Monday before Easter and
the first Friday in December at the Theatrette in the Army Barracks, Bundock Street,
Bandwick. Interstate visitors of any Association do not need an invitation; they will
always be extended a cordial reception and be almoest sure to renew an old acquaintance.

In 1969, we were late booking and the Christmas gathering of 43 was held on
28th November, 1969, TFor 1570, 4th December, 1970 has already been booked., Lt Col
Clews, affectionately known as The Major, is ceming fo Sydney from his Snowy Mountains
home at Khancoban especially to meet those members he does not see on his annual
Anzac Day visit, Carl Appio and Jack Quick have already arranged to drive down from
Sydney (over 400 miles} and bring him back for the occasion. Some additicnal publicity
will be given to this oceasion and a record attendance is anticipated,
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The Easter Reunion on Monday 23rd March, 18970 also at Randwick, was held
in unfavourable weather and an attendance of 30 under the circumstances was satis-

Tactory.

Anzac Day on the other hand, was a beautiful day. Forty members were in
the March, and were joined at NMorthbridge Bowling Club by half a dozen others., We were
very pleased to have Corporal C.A. Layhutt, a returned serviceman from WVietnam march
behind our banner. Holding the reunicons at Randwick ls encouraging the interest of a
group of today's Survey Servicemen in our Association, and we are looking to them in time
to continue gur activities,

As reported belpw, the sudden death of Major R.V. (Bob) Hammett, D A, D,
of Survey N,S5.W. on 5th March, 1970 was a blow to our Association, His pagsing
resulted in Capt, Ted Laker, a foundation member of the N,5 W, Association being
recalled from liaison duties in Enpgland. He was promoted to Major on 20th April, 1970
and is now D A D, Survey, N.5 W,

Other soecial activities included a Golf Day on Wednesday 3rd June, 1370 at
Boseville Golf Club attended by 10 golfers at which Ted Hunter won the annual stableford
competition for the Arthur Clements Memeorial Trophy.

It was with pleasure we noted in the Gueen's Birthday Honours, the advance-
ment of our staunch supporter and member, John Brackenreg M.B.E. to the Order of
the British Empire for his continued services to art in Australia, We also want to
congratulate in this distinguished category from the Canberra Association Col. Frank
Buckland O B . E. and Mr. Bruge Lambert O B E.

PERSONALITIES OF THE ASS0OCIATION

To produce an article under this heading requires considerable ressarch, and
apologies are tendered for 1870. Late receipt - 1 emphasise late receipt but NOT late
deapatch - of notice has not left time for preparation.

it is felt that they are a very atiractive feature of the 1368 National Bulletin,
and & contribution in 1971 is promiged.

VALE

The sudden death on 5th March, 1370 of Major R. V. (Bob) Hammett was indeed
a logs to the Australian Survey Corps. Bob was only 52, and leaves a widow Jean and
daughter Wendy, aged 20,

He was essentially a Victorian, but as D,A D, Survey for N 5, W, for the past
Tew years, he had been an active member and supporter of the N, 5§, W, Branch of the
Association.

Bob joined the Permanent Forces in Survey in 19389, transferred to the A 1.F.
in 1940 and gpaw service in Greece, Crete and the Middle East. He returned to Australia
with & Division in 1941 when he was commissioned. He finished his war service in New
Guinea but remained in the Fermanent Forces., About 1861 he was appointed DM A.D, Far
Eagt Land Forces, al Singapore where he gerved for two years,

Bob wae bright and cheery and the same smartly dressed person as we have
always known, a supporter of all Associations, and will be sadly miszsed,
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Harry Bell also died suddenly at the wheel of his car on 1lth December, 1965.
He was aged a young 68 and a regular supporter of the Association. Harry served as a
driver, chainman, axeman with 2 Coy., and attended most of our functions over the years,

Hob Virtue died on 24th March, 1870, after a long illness. Bob was only 50.
He had served with 2 Company during the war as a draftsman and afterwards at Water
Congervation and Irrigation Commission. He was an ornithologist of some standing even
during the war veare and continued this interest until his death,

IRD FIELD SURVEY COMPANY ASSOCIATION

Presgident: George Andrews Committee: Hay Bmith
Vice President: Jack Landis Vern Ferguson
Treasurer: BEill Birch Lyn Willersdor{
Secretary: Bob Brown Norm Barton
6 Orchard Grove, FPhil Pope
Blackburn South, Jack Doherty
Vietoria 3130. Alan Milesi
Telephone: B89-3808 Frank Bell

NATIONAL EBULLETIN

Again, our sincerest appreciation and cengratulations to Canberra for our
excellent Bulletin,

RE-UNION 1962

The Anmnual Re-union was held on Football Final night at the Vaucluse Hotel,
Richmond, abeut 35 members being in attendance.

Lyle Buntine attended again after many years absence and Jack Landis joined
us from Sydney for the first time. To ensure that he would attend in 1970, he was duly
elected Vice-FPresldent,

ANZAC DAY 1370

Members of the Association gathered after the march at the Vaucluse Hotel,
the tone of the re-union being scomewhat lifted by the attendance of about 10 ex-members
of the A W.A S, who had served with the Cartographic Company at Bendige during the
War.

Many personal contacts have been made during the year by local members
whilst visiting interstate and it is hoped that we may see a small contingent of crow-
eaters over this year for the 1970 re-union.

VALE

We regret to announce the passing of Aub Jackel of Wangaralla,




A SECTION 1 TOPCOGRAFPHIC SURVEY TROOP

SOUTH VIETNAM - 1969

Maj., E. P, Constantine

Before getting down to the affairs of A Bection, readers may be interested
in a brief history and aceount of the surveys in South Vietnam.

From late in the nineteenth century the French had created a fairly extengive
control survey over the country. In addition, by 1954 most of the country had heen
mapped, mainly at a seale of 1:100,000, Quite a congiderable contribution to the survey
and mapping programme had been made by the Vietnamese, who had been trained by the
French., The 1:100, 000 maps made before 1854 are still used by the Viet Cong and Nerth
Vietnamese forces. They are now printed in Hanei from the original repromat. Thege
maps are generally guite accurate and complete, although now very outdated.

From 1855 onwards, the Ametrican Map Service added to the existing control
in the country and replaced much of that lest during the War of Independence. A pgreat
part of the country was remapped at a scale of 1-50,000, from aerial photography. This
wag done either directly by AMS or by contractors working for them. Therefore, even
by 1865 South Vietnam was amongst the best mapped countries in Asia.

Currently there are about 600 people working on mapping in the country,
This pumber iz divided between two Vietnamese organisations, one ecivil, one military,
the American Army mapping teame and the small Australian Section., This is a
surprisingly large density of cartographers in a country of about 67,000 square miles
which is only 3/4 the gize of Victoria,

Now on with the activities of A Section during 1969.

Becauge the unit had been located in the same relatively small area of
operations for 27 years, a sufficiently dense network of contrel had been provided for
all purposes and all original basic mapping had been completed. We were therefore
able, in 1969, to concentrate on providing intimate survey support for the lst Australian
Task Force and its units, In addition, effort could be directed to the civil affairs
programme which is playing such a large part in the war.

Map revision was a confinual necessity, Sgt Birrell and Cpl Laybutt, later
replaced by Cpl Gallagher, were responsible for keeping current, the dozen or so
1:50,000 maps in our area of interest. Reconnaissance photography, which was taken
frequently, beceme available for map revision after Intelligence had finished with it.
Each print of this was compared with the map and changes in detail noted, These
changes were plotted onto revision overlays keyed to each map. By far the greatest
changes occurred in vepetation., This was ceused by projects carried out by Australian
and American land clearing teams. Vast areas of jungle were cleared in blocks or in
strips to remove the enemy's cover and to keep him back from the roads and villages.
An American Land Clearing Company of 30 bulldezers clears between 100 and 300 acres
a day, depending on the density of the jungle. In the otherwise featurelesg jungle the
timber boundaries are vital reference points, especially for airmen and punners. These
clearing programmes, although of undoubted value tactically are a nightmare to the
cartographer. Changes of cultural detail are also very frequent, due to the resgettle-
ment of refupees, the civil aid programmes and the general ravages of war,
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The frequent changes in detail make the continual issuing of reprinted revised maps
impractical, so the revisions are over-printed on maps until "elutter'' makes reprinting
of the basic map necessgary, Revisions are over-printed in different colours for
additions and deletions,

The remainder of the surveyors in the upit, spart from those doing map
revision, spent most of their time on the production of village or town photomaps and in
keeping them current. These photomaps are in the scale range of 1:1000 to 1:5000.
They have an arbitrary centimetlre grid superimposed, annotation notes and the usual
marginal data, Some field surveys were carried out by the surveyors, Most of these
were in support of the Engineers. The major engineering survey during the year was
for the large dam which was constructed in Nui Dat base. Becauge this dam had to be
fitted tightly between existing roads and buildings, the levels were critical. Other field
surveys were carried out for the civic action programines,

Early in the year, four surveyors, Cpls Laybutt and Knight and Sprs Gilbert
and Offer, worked with the US survey teams oi the lst order traverse from Saigon,
gouth through the Delts of the Mekong. This work was particularly dangerous because
of the strong hold the Viet Cong had on the area, Angular observations, at night
particularly, drew unwelcome atiention from the VC., When tellurometers were replaced
by geodimeters because of excessive ground swings, the position became worse,
Fortunately, by this time the Australians had been withdrawn because of the pressure of
work in Nui Dat. However, the four Australians had performed so well that the American
Army awarded them Letiers of Commendation,

The single lithographic photographer, Cpl George Graham, was one of the
busiest men in the Unit, As the year went on and a small process camera arrived io
replace the old projector which hzd been used previously, the demand for photographic
work increased, Apart from the normal litho work, the photographer did a great amount
of contact work for the village photomap programime. At times the work lead in the
darkroom became so heavy that additional assistance was given by other tradesmen, under
Cpl Graham's supervision,

By far the largest unil task was operational map preparation. Each operation
carried out by the Task Foree or ils units was supported by a series of prepared
1:50, 000 maps and usually an assortment of village, special and smaller scale maps.
Of course ne eperation during the year took place on only ooe map, and so maps had
to be jolned and trimmed., Some of the gverprinting was done on séparate maps, but
the two, three or four maps wera alwaye joined and trimmed before the final over-
printing. The brunt of the preparation of operational maps was borne by Capt Frank
Thorogood, the unit 2IC and Sgt Terry Linz, the senior draunghtsman, who was also in
charge of the co-ordination of the whole reproduction section. Although these two were
responsible for planning and production, all the men of the draughting, printing and
photo sections, worked magnificently during these periods of intense activity., In this
age, when it is fashionable to decry the younger generalion, it was very encouraging to
see these young men produce a high gtandard of work, night and day until the job was
finiehed. Their professional pride was no less than that of the most senfor officers
in the Task Force.

As ctated earlier, military eivic action gecoupied a significant portion of the
effort of the lst Australian Task Force during 1969, ‘'A' Section contributed to this
programme in a variety of ways, The first major civic action project undertaken by
the upnit was to train four Vietnamese members of the Province Engineer's stafl in
elementary surveying, The Australian Government had given Phuoe Tuy Province a
theodolite, dumpy level and ancillary equipment, We werce asked to train enough people
to use this eguipment on simple surveys, for engineering and bullding works. Sat
Craeme Birrell was given the task and his enthusiasm inereased immensely when he




first met his ¢lass, Two of them were attractive young ladies, Although all convers-

Sgt Birrell with his trainee surveyors

ation between master and pupils was through an interpreter, the pupils were reasonably
proficient after six half days training a week, for three months. [t was gratifying to
see one or other of the pupils, later in the year, conducting surveys with all the aplomb
of a senior surveyor,

Spr Rod Gilbert spent several weeks aiding the Engineers on the construction
of the Baria market place, = major Australian civic action project, His levelling job

was severely hampered by the crowds, of several hundred, who thronged the rmarket all
day,

A level traverse was run from Baria to the nld French pumping station on the
Song Dinh., Cross sections across the river were also meesured at the site where a dam
was planned, This was a difficult task in the deep, fast flowing river, Sgt Paddy
Strunks, assisted by Cpl Geof Murray, had their own private civic action programme
throughout the year, This was to collect unused food from the kitchens in the Base and
iransport it to an orphanage in Vung Tau, This was done in their own time. It would
be no exaggeration to say that they delivered over 30 tons of food during the year,
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Towarde ihe end of 1969 a high school was built, by Australian funds, in
the village of Hos Long which is just south of Nui Dat, The school was allotted to 'A'
Section ag its permanent civic aetion project. As the first task, we filled the school
vard with gravel and lovelled it. We then constructed the ornamental gateway and
banner withoul which ne Vietnamese institution is complete, The villagers built a funce

TG T T .
ICvan eqqp

"y jen,- Jﬁ"%;?ffb

.y ¥ b %

The gates of Hoa Long High Sehool,
The Builders Sgt Birrell, Spr Gilbert, Cpl Knight and Cpl Kay.

top give the gate a purpose. The iron gate itself was made for us by RAEME Workshops.
The supporting pillars were = problem because no one in the unit knew anything about
bricklaying or plastering. However, Sgt Birrell, Cpls Knight and Kay and Spr Gilbert
"read up" on the subjects and set 1o, The bricks went up all right but many frustrating
attempts were made before the first side of a post retained its sheath of plaster. After
that the job was completed in quick time and after several, heavy, coats of paint the
regult looked very professional,

Most members of 'A' Section had tours of duty with the Task Force Head-
quarters. When the HQ was deplayed away from Nui Dat, in Fire Support Bases, a
member of the section was attached for draughting and survey duties. Cpl Laybutt,
Sprs Aukstinaitis, Wetzig and Wark all served in this capacity. While the H was
away from Nui Dat the two officers of 'A' Section were included on the roster of




liaizon officers, who travelled from Nui Dat to the Fire Support Base each day,

Almost all the junior members of the Section shared the "duty surveyor”
job in the Task Force Command Fost each evening, The task was to "plat up'" the
main battle map, particularly with the night locations of all units,

The unit sergeants took their turn as Task Forece HQ Duty Sergeant. The
91C of 'A' Section was on the Tmty Officer roster for the midnight to 8 am shift in the
Command Post.

During the year, we were able to make many lmprovements in both the
working and living areas of the Section, These improvements were managed by the
Serpeant Major "Darby’ Munro and the SQMS Gordon Haswell. The first task was to
construct four large bunkers and weapon pits to supplement those we had inherited,
This was a back breaking job, but we were thankful for them when they were needed.
In one of these bunkers some of the "younger set’ held a party one night, which was
gaid to have been of awful proportions. It was a pity that the 2IC decided to inspect
the bunkers next morning beeause when he entered that particular bunker he thought he
was in a brewery., Not even dark glasses were able to hide the red eyed guilt of the
participants from probing eyes of the Sergeant Major.

Late in 1968, L/Cpl Rocky Camps had "acquired" a large hut for the unit,
In 1969, we converted this hut into & very comfortable recreation room and canteen,
This hut, with comfortable furniture, television and refrigerator, was the centre of
unit social life and was very popular with our friends in other units,
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A pew shower and lawndry block was built by Engineers with unil assistance.

When a fuel operated hot water system and an electric washing machine were installed
it was jusl like home!

A view of the living area in the rubber. The Sgis tents on the righl next to the
Tecreation Room and beer garden. Two bunkers in the middle ground,
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The draughting and survey office was lined and dust proofed during the year
which greatly improved working conditions. Gardening became very popular in the unit,
and by the end of the year most of the spare ground was covered by an assortment of
shrubs, cacti, flowers and ornamental trees, including two Australian wattles, The
ease with which any stick poked into the ground would grow and bloom, has probahly
spoilt many of us for gardening in harsher environments. Sgt Strunks and his surveyors
rarely returned from the villages without more cuttings and plants for our gardens.

During the year each man had five days leave "in country” and five days "out
of country". Most married men returned to Australia for "out of country' leave, and
most single men went to either Hong Kong, Taiwan or Bangkok. Wherever they went,
everyone came back with that "far away" look in their eyes, and took several days to
recover. "In country" leave was invarlably taken in Vung Tau at the leave centre.

The leave cenire and the Australian Club, on the back beach of Vung Tau, must be
amongst the best run establishments in the Australian Army. DMuech of the [inance and
equipment used at the Club has come from welfare and philanthropic organisations in
Auetralin. The soldiers can swim in the sea or the pool, sail the yachts or drive the
maotor boats, The more enerpetic, use the water skis or surf boards or play tennis or
squash. There are billiard and reading rooms. Last but not least there is a plentiful
supply of cold Australian beer and goeod food. Tor those who want a change from the
army environment, the nearby town offers all the delights of the East.

The unit has a very close working and social relationship with the American
surveyors al Long Binh, about fifly miles away. There was rarely a time when an
Americen wasn't stopping at Nui Dat or viee versa. These visils were sometimes for
work and sometimes just for a2 brief change of scenery and company,

In any unit there are ineidents which, though serious at the time, are recalled
and laughed at over the years when members meet again. Two such incidents from 'A'
Section in 1969 are recounted here,

One unit member obtained and kept an eight foot python, in spite of a strict
ban sn pets. Because of the ban the reptile's presence was known only to a small
group. ©One night, after the canteen closed, a visitor was taken to see the snake in
his dark cupboard. ‘The snake, not wishing to be disturbed at such an hour, reared up
and bit the Cpl printer. The somewhat chastened party escorted the Cpl to the room
of the Senior Medical Officer, who lived just down the road, The SMO, not being too
pleased at being dragged from his bed, insisted on seeing the snake, All the efforts
of the group failed to get the, by now very irate, snake from his cupboard, However,
their efforts eventually brought the Sergeant Major, alse irate at being awakened, who
armed himself with a sharp shovel and soon resolved the impasse, By now two hours
had elapsed and the SMO had treated the Cpl, put him into the hospital and returned
to bed himself, The highlight of the whole affair was probably the 5MO's comments
when the tattered and bleeding snake was dragged to his bed for his ingpection,

The second incident occurred at about ten thirty one wet June night and
probably did more for unit morale than any cther single event. The all clear had
sounded after the fourth rocket attack since mid afterncon, Everyone was a bit jaded
from the hurried dashes to bunkers, Spr lan Wark, who had come cut of the bunker,
was standing on the roof, He dropped the butt of his rifle to the "order' position not
realising he was on the very edge of the roof immediately over the entrance. At the
critical moment the OC, who had just removed his steel helmet, poked his head sut
the entrance. His anguished shout ended in & gurgle as the rifle butt drove him face
down inte the mud.
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