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COLONEL JOHN KELVIN NOLAN

Colenel John Nolan becams Director of Survey on 1 September 1972 culminating a
long career in the Hoyzal Australian Survey Corps, commencing pre-war when he
enlisted in the FMF on 5 Rpril 1939.

He transferred to the AIF on 3 June 1940 and erbarked for active service with 2/1
corps Field Survey Company, in the Middle East on 5 February 18941, returning to
Australia on 17 March 1942. He was commissionsd on 23 June 1943 and a mumber of
regimental and staff appointments fallowed. Towards the end of the War he was
Dfficer Commanding 12 Field Survey Depot 8t Morotai, Hetherlands East Indies,
returning to Australia in 1946.

Between the end of the War and 1954 he Filled various appointments at the Figld
Survey Depot, the Census Mapping project, the Photo Library and as Adjutant 2
Topographic Survey Company (CMF}. ©On 1 March 1954 he was posted as DEficer
Commanding Central Ccommand Field Survey Section and Deputy Assistant pirector of
Survey Central Command with the rank of major. From 1 April 1958 to 5 September
1960 he served with the British Army as peputy RAssistant Director of Survey, Ganeral
Headguarters Far East Land Forces in Singapore. He reburned Ffrom Singapore to becoms
spoond-in—-Command of 2rmy Headquarters Survey Regiment and remainegd in that posting
until 30 Jamuary 1965 when he was posted as Commanding Officer and promoted to
lisutenant colonel.

From & January 1969 he has been in Canberra at the Survey Directorate. He
was Assistant Director of Survey until his appointment as Director of Survey on 1
Septemher 1972 with promotion to Colensl. He served in that appointment until his
retirement on 30 June 1975.

Colonel Molan has represented the Corps on many international visits to the
United Kingdom, Canada and the United States. He has also attended SERTO meetings in
Bangkok .

fe 15 a member of both the Institute of Surveyors and the Institute of
Cartegraphers. In 1956 he was inangural President of the Sputh Australian Division
of the Institute of Cartographers and in 1973 was President ofthe Canberra Division
of the Institute of Surveyors. In 1974 he was elected a Fellow of the Institute of
Surveyors.

Hiz private interests include golf and he is a keen player. L preocise
positionzl datermination at Yowani Golf Club once snabled him to accomplish the
Golfers'! Dream — a tgole—in'one'. Colonel Wolan has also been very active in Legacy
in bath Bendigo and Canberra since 1961

In retirement Colonel Holan will live in Perth where he is tuilding & new home
and three of his grown-up children all live:




EDITORIAL COMMENT

I wonder whether I should continue to write editorials for the Bulletin —
perhaps I should concentrate on some other field whera T might have mora success.
My plea in the 10th Bulletin for suggestions and pen pictures of Corps
“characters" produced nothing. You can't tell me that there are no ‘success stories
or "character" stories worth publishing in the Bulletin - so let's have some
contributions for next year.

Time and tide wait for no man and 1975 marks the 60th Anniversary of the birth
of the Carps: Many Associations and Corpe Units are conducting their own
calebrations but one thing that strikes me most wividly is the "banker" appearance
of our 1915 "bushies" shown in the photo inside and taken in 1915, They don't
build then that way these days.

Time has also seen many of our prominent members retirve, John Molan as Director,
Alex Yeates as Surveyor General of Queensland, Bill Child, Clem Sargent and Don Ridge,
all Corps Lt. Cols; Clem and Don of course resigning rather than retiring. Our
congratulations go to Col, Jim Stedman, who has taken over as Corps Director; a down
to earth surveyor who will continue the drive the Corps seems to have always enjoyed
from the top; and to Major Frank Thorogood, who went to Darwin on Xmas Day with
Major General Alan Stretton to take control of recovery from the "Tracy" disaster.
He was awarded the Order of S5t. John.

Time also brings its tragedies - in any of ocur Corps. Comrades have passed on
and I would like to mention here two of ocur Corps and Association stalwarte in Alan
Kurrle and Sam Ward. Our sincere sympathies go to their families.

I would like to congratulate the Corps on its continued successful activities
in Indonesia. It is in its 6th year of operations there and has establigshed valuabla
international relationship and respect. T understand the Indonesian mapping
organisation is becoming particularly competent as a result of this association and
the training which is given on our field equipment during operations and by
Indonesian Officers and N.C.0.'s coming to our School of Survey and Survey Regiment
for training.

The current proposal for the Canberra Association "Remembrance Dinner” is
Saturday 8 November. This date was chosen to give interstate visitors a chance to
attend - so put it in your diary and we will confirm it later.

All the best for 1976 and don't forget to let us have some articles of interest
for that ye=ar's Bulletin.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS ACTIVITIES — 1975

Major Alex Laing commanding 5 Field Survey Sguadron returned to Indonesia to
continue the survey operations in Sumatera. This is the sixth consecutive year of
survey operations in Indonesia.

8 Field Survey Squadron now based at Wewak was employed on mapping tasks in
Papua Mew Guinea under the command of Captain Kewvin Murphy.

The Brishane-based 1 Field Survey Sguadron was deployed for operations in
Torres Strait and Horth Queensland under the command of Majer Beb skitch.

Major George Gruszka took his Adelaide-based 4 Field Survey Sguadron onto
operations at Woomera and Yampi.

Colonel John Molan visited the United States to attend the Five Hations
Directors of Survey Conference and the International Survey Congress. Colonal Nolan
retired as Director of Survey on 3o June 1975 and was succeeded by Colonel Jim
Stedman.

A number of officers retired or resigned throughout the year with conseguent
pastings and promotions as follows:

Lieutenant Colenmel Bill Child retired and was replaced at the
Directorate by Lieutenant Colenel Brian Dalton.

Licutenant Colonel Clem Sargent resigned and was replaced as
Commanding Officer/Chief Instructor School of Military Survey by
Lieutenant Colonel John Hillier following his return from Indonesia.
John was replaced in Indonesia by Lieutenant Colonel Ed.

Anderson.

Lieutenant Colonel Don Ridge, Commanding Cfficer, Army Survey
Regiment, resigned on 31 July 1975.

Lieutenant Colenel George Ricketts is now Staff Officer Grade 1
{(Survey), Field Force Command and Lisutenant Colenel Peter
Constantine commands Army Survey Regiment following the resignation
of Lisutenant Colonel Don Ridge.

Major Peter Eddy departed for the United States to become the first exchange
officer the Corps has provided te that country. His US counterpart has not vet
arrived.

Captain Reg Smith is now in the United Xingdom replacing Captain Pat Wood
who returned late 1974 and was posted to the Dirsctorate.

Captain Rob Wilson returned from Canada to Army Survey Regiment and that
exchange appointment has now lapsed.

Captain Dennis Williams has returned to the United ¥ingdom on the
completion of his exchange tour and has been replaced by Captain John Collins.

Major David Carney returned to Canada on the completion of his exchange
appointment at Army Survey Regiment.

Mew officers to join the Corps sinece the last Bulletin are:
Lisutenant Jim Mitchell (Army Survey Regiment)
Lieutenant Frank Young {School of Military Survey), and
2 Lisutenant Kevin Black (Canberra College of Advanced Bducation)
LORG SERVICE MEMBERS RETIEE:
1974 saw the retirement of three members of Army Headgquarters Survey Regiment,

each with 34 vears' serviece. They were W/0 1 K.J. Barber, Carto Squadron; W/C. 1
A.M. Rankin, Litho Sguadron:; and W/0 2 H.J. Wright, Supervisor of Transport.
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In 1975 Sargeant G. Cook, Transport Supervisor with 1 Field Survey Sgquadron
retired after 27 years' scrvice.

The Army Survey Regiment contributed to the relief of Darwin following Cyclona
Tracy by the rapid production of rectified air photomosaics, which were invaluable
for damage assessments. They have been widely used by Government departments for
restoration, planning and other activities associated with the rebuild of the City.
The Regiment alsoc printed some 1 : 100,000 map sheets which were moved forward
in the production priorities and issued as provisional editions.

Major Frank Thorogood was staff Officer te Major Genmeral A. Stretton during relief
operations in Darwin.

Our editor has noted that the retirement of Colonel Nolan as Director, has brought
the end to-an era, in fact, two eras. Firstly, all Directors to date were members
of the same war-time unit - 2/1 Corps Field Survey Company. Secondly, Colonel Holan
was the last permanent pro-war soldier to serve in the Corps.

COLONEL JIM STEDMAN

Jim Stedman culminated a long military career in the Royal Australian Survey '
Corps when he was appointed Director of Survey on 1 July 1975.

Company during World War II in Dutch New Guinea, Morotal and Merth Borneco. Jim
reached the rank of Warrant Officer 2 in August 1943 and served with 3 Field Survey
Company from December 1945 until August 1947. He then transferred to Northern
Command Field Survey Section as was promoted to Warrant Officer 1 in January 1948,

..r He enlisted on 27 February 1941 and had active service with 5 Field Survey

Jim was commissioned while serving in Northern Command Field Survey Section on
14 September 1950 and he remained there until 16 January 1953, He then served at
the School of Military Survey for nearly two years as Adjutant and Quartermaster and
later as an instructor. He was promoted to Captain on 3 July 1853,

| #lis next posting on 23 January 1958 was to Army Headquarters Survey Regiment
where he was promoted Major on 3 July 1959. On 4 January 1963 he went to Northern
Command Field Survey Unit as Officer Commanding and Deputy Assistant Director of
Survey Headquarters Northern Command. He remained there until 30 July 196B.

His last move was to Canberra, first as Deputy Assistant Director of Survev, then
Assistant Director with promotion to Lieutenant Colonel on 15 July 19692 and finally
Deputy Director of Survey which position he occupied until his appointment as Director
with promotion to Colonel.




LIEUTENANT COLOMEL DON RIDGE

Don Ridge joined the Army on 22 May 1946 and gerved, before he was commissioned,
in Hew South Wales, Victoria and Sooth Australia - reaching tha rank of sergeant.
He was commissioned on 15 December 1351.

Don served as a lieutenant in Army Headquarters Field Survey Company and Army
Headgquarters cartographic Unit before posting to the pirectorate, In January 1954
he was posted to Wew Guinea Survey Unit where he remained uritil September 1954. He
returned to the Directorate and was subsequently promoted to captain in December 1955.
He remainsd at the Directorate antil Oetober 1956. He served as a captain with 2
Topographic Survey Company until April 1960 and at the Echosl of Military Survey from
April 1960 until February 1964, being promoted major in December 1961.

He went from tha School to Officer Commanding Central command Field Survey Unit
and Deputy Assistant Director af Survey Headguarters Central Command where he remained
until January 1963 and was heavily invelved ip annual field survey operations.

pon's last move was to Army Headgquarters Survey Regiment where he sprved as
gecond-in-Command until July 1872 when he was promoted to lisutenant colonel and
appointed Commanding Officer of Army Survey Regiment.

Don resigned on 31 July 1975 and intends to remain in Bendigo.

MAJOR FRANK THOROGOOD (SB ST J, psc)

Frank Thorogood of the Directorate staff had a rather extracrdinary Vear.

He has been a member of the 5t. John Ambulance Brigade for over 25 years and on
37 Hovember Her Majesty the Queen Was graciously pleased to award him the Order
of 5t. Jochn. The decoration was subsequently presented by the Governor General at
an Investiture held at Government House on 18 March I975.

Frank joined the newly-astablished Watural Disasters Organization (WDO) as a
yoluntéer pperations officer when the NDO opened in Ogtober 1974. On Christmas Day
he went to Darwin with Major General Stretton (Director Ceneral Watural Disasters
Organization) as his staff officer arriving an the firset relief aircraft which landed
at Darwin at 10=20 €ST. The €130 landed using its own radar and assisted by car
headlights positicned along the airfieid. Frank played a key role in the relief
operation in Darwin following the devastating atrack by Cyclone Tracy. He laft
Darwin with General Stretton on Mew Years Eve after the emergency period was declared
over at 1-00 CST on that day and the City was returned to normal administration.



LIEUTENANT COLONEL CLEM SARGENT

Clem Sargent joined the Roval Australian Survey Corps in March 1946 and was
commissicned in December 1951. He served in 15 National Service Training Battalion and
Southern Command Field Survey Section. Clem was promoted to captain shortly before
posting to Army Headquarters Survey Regiment where he remained until posted to the
Directorate as & major.

Clem served in Singapore as Deputy Assistant Director of Survey Headguarters Far
East Land Forces from March 1965 until February 1967 and returned as Officer
Commanding Western Command Field Burvey Unit and Deputy Assistant Director Survey
Western Command. While in thie appointment Clem was detached to Eastern Cormand
Field Survey Unit to command the first Indonesian operation in Kalimantan in 1970.

He was posted to the School of Military Survey in early 1972 as Senior
Instructor and was posted as Commanding Officer/Chief Instructor on 12 June 1972 with
promotion to lieutenant colonel. Clem remained at the School until his resignation
on 19 March 1975.

Clem now lives in Canberra and has joined the Public Service in the Department
of Services and Property.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILFRED 'BILL' CHILD

Bill Child joined the British Army (Royal Fusiliers) in May 1940 and was
commissioned into the Lincolnshire Regiment in Movember 1941. He served in India
and Burma during World War IT. B8ill resigned his commission as a captain in
September 1948 on emigrating to Australia.

Bill joined the Royal Australian Survey Corps in May 1951, was commissioned
a lieutenant and posted to Army Headgquarters Cartographic Company. On promotion
to captain he became Rdjutant and Quartermaster of the School of Military Survey
and subseguently served as a captain at Horthern Command Field Survey Section and
Rrmy Headguarters Field Survey Depot. In May 1961 on promotion to major, Bill
sarved at the Directorate and Army Headquarters Survey Regiment before posting to
Singapore as Deputy Assistant Director of Survey Headquarters Far Bast Land Forces
{back with the British 2Zrmy). Bill last served at Directorate as a lieutenant
colonel until he retired on 1 March 1975.

He now works for the Red Cross Scciety and has joined Legacy




ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORES

20th ANNIVERSAEY

1915 = 1975

On the 21st July 1975 the Royal Bustralian Survey Corps celebrated the &0th
Anniversary of the foundation of the Corps as an independent serviee of the
hustralian Military Forces.

Following Federation military mapping was carried out by Citizen Military
Porce members of the Australian Intelligenge Corps. The Roval Australian
Enginesrs became responsible for mapping in 1910 when a Survey Section was

formed from Australian surveyors and draftsmen strengthened by topographers on
loan from Royal Engineers.

By 1915 the strength of the Survey Section was 18 all ranks. It was at this
stage that approval was given for "a corps to be called the Australian Survey Corps
to be raised as a unit of the Permanent Military Forces" with effect from lst July
1915. A1l members of the Survey Section RAE were transferred to the new COrps.

Wo formed units of the Survey Corps served with the Rustralian Imperial Forces
in World War I. Those members of the Corpe who served ware integrated with
British Army survey units.

After World War I the Corps continued the survey and mapping of Australia,
concentrating on geodetic surveys, to introduce a single Australian Datum, and on
production of the 1 mile to 1 inch series of maps, mainly in coastsl and training
areag.

The role of the Survey Corps in World War IT is well known. It reached a
maximum strength of 110 officers and 1600 other ranks with some 800 members serving
overgeas at the one time. In recognition of its service during World War II the
hustralian Survey Corps was granted the title "Royal" in 1948.

Since World War IT the Royal Rustralian Survey Corps has made & major
contribution to the mapping and survey of Australia for defence and develomsent.
It has played a major role in the sstablishment of a national geoderic network, in
the 1:250,000 mapping programme and is nearing the completion of its significant
contribution to the 1:100,000 mapping programme. During this period the Corps has
mounted large scale projects in New Guinea and Indonesia; during the Vistnam War
11 officers and 122 other ranks served with the Australian Task Force. Three RCD's
served with the RAustralian Army Training Team, Vietnam. The current strength of the
Corps is 73 Officers and 570 Other Ranks, including eivilian emplovees.

The 60th Anniversary of the formation of the Corps has been celebrated by
Corps units and Associations throughout Auvstralia, and overseas, Detazils of the
celebrations are given later in this edition,

EX Min HNo. 491 Department of Defence
Melbourne, 3rd July 1915

MILITARY FORCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH
FORMATION OF PERMANENT SURVEY CORES

His Excellency the Governor-General, acting with the advice of the Federal
Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of -

{1} A corps to be called the "Australian Survey Corps" being raised as
a unit of the Permanent Military Forces
(2} All officers, warrant officers, non-commissioned officers and men

now serving in the Survey Section of the Royal Australian Engineers
being transferred to the Australian Survey Corps with their present
ranks and seniority

13) This Order in Council taking effect from the lst July, 1815.
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2 AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS
TRANSFER
Consequent upon the formation of the Australian Survey Corps, the
following personnel of the R.ALE. (Sarvey Section) will be
transferred to the Australian Survey Corps in the following order
of seniority:-
Hon. Capt. C.¥. Quinlan C.5.4. Topographer E.F. Davies
W.0. Draughtsman J.J. Raisbeck C.5.M. Topographer H.A. Roseblade
W.0. Draughtsman R.J. Mollross C.5.M. Topographer H. Rossiter
W.0. Draughtsman J.H. Macdonald C.5.M. Topographer C.V. Radcliffe

W.0. Topegrapher J. Lynch
W.0. Topographer N.L. Shiels

Corporal Topographer A.H. Barrett

The following members of the R.A.E. Survey Section are transferred to

Sergeant Topographer R.5. Murray
Sergeant Topographer A.J. Clements

the Australian Survey Corps. Their seniority will be determined at

the termination of their probation:—

Corporal J.E. Bradley
Corporal J. Bowen Jones
Corporal A.J.L. Anderson
Corporal D. Blaikie
Corporal 0. Watson

Pending the issue of further Regulations the Australian Survey Corps
will be controlled by the Regulations at present in force for the

R.A.E. (Survey Section).



1815 TRANSFER
(Fmendment to Military Order 412/1915).

The name of H.P.G. Clews to be added to the list published in paragraph
1 of M.0. 412/1915.

The transfers mentioned in M.0. 412/15 will take effect as from lst
July 1915,

MAJOR JOHN LYNCH

ROYAL AUSTRALIAM SURVEY CORPS 1915-1934

John Lynch was born in 1874 in County Clare, Ireland. In 1892 he commernc=d
his surveying career when he joined the Royal Engineers as a sapper. Bis sarly
training included military engineering at Chatham and pericds with the
Trigonometrical Division in England and Ireland. He saw foreign serwice in
Mauritius, South Africa, St. Helena, Somaliland and Canada before proceeding to
Australia in 1910, on loan with three other R.E. Corporal topographers from the
Ordnance Survey of Great Britain. They were to commence a full time topograghical
survey, soon to be augmented by a newly raised Survey Section BE.A.E., to which
John Iynch transferred.

In 1915 he was appointed Lieutenant and 0.C. Rustralian Survey Corps 2 M.D.
(H.5.W.}. The following year he was posted to 3 M.D. (Vic) and was then the senior
officer of the Corps. In 1917 he enlisted in the A,I.F, and saw service in France
with the Royal Engineers, and before returning to Bustralia he attended 3 spacial
Survey Course at Southampton. He again resumed command of the Survey Section in
Victoria and continued in that capacity until his retirement in 1234 with the rank of
Major. He died at Caulfield on 29 July 1938.

John Lynch was big in physigue and big in heart and was more at home in the
field than in the administrative office. He was a fine raconteur with a broad
brogue and 2 great sense of humour. His genial nature endeared him to a large
circle of friends and his memory is revered and is legendary in the annals of his
Corps.

The photographs show John Lynch in two typical situations. Resting whilst on
reconnaisance, and on trig,




60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

The 60th Anniversary of the formation of the Corps was celebrated by Corps
units in a wide range of activities,

Rrmy Survey Regiment at Bendigo held s Fegimental Parade on lst July. Brigudier
Fitzgerald OBE addressed the Darade on the history of the Corps. The parade was
followed by buffet lunch in the messes, and a sports afternoon. This was wound up by
drinks for all members in "The Tavern".

At Bonegilla a number of functions were held:

27 June RA 8VY (Bonegilla) Combined Sgts' Mess Dinner

1 July Church Parade
Mercator Day Sports
All Ranks Supper Dance

5 July RR SVY (Bonegilla) Combined Officers' Mess Dinner

The Officers Mess Dinner was attended by two past Directors, Brigadiers
Macdonald and Buckland, two past Chief Instructors of the School, Colonel J.K.
Herridge and Lt. Col. Sargent, and by the doven of the Corps - Lt. Col. H.P.C. Clews.
Clewsie has become a fregquent and most welcome visitor to the Bonegilla Mess which
is not too far from his retreat at Fhancoban,

In Sydney 2 Field Survey Squadron celebrated with a Sports Day and Barbegue at
which a birthday cake was cut by the now longest serving member of the Corps -
Lt. Col. George Ricketts. He was assisted by the shortest serving member - Pre.
Tamahunas (WRAAC).

1, 4 and 5 Field Survey Sguadrons were all engaged on field cperations at this
time, but neverthsless small celebrations were held by each unit.

Berving and past members of the Corps in Canberra gathered for a luncheon at
the Rinslie Footkall and Social Club on lst July and toasted "The Corps" in fine
atyle.

On 25th July at the Embassy Motel, Canberra, serving and retired officers of
the Corpe and their wives dined together to celebrate the 60th Anniversay and the
dine~out Colonel John Holan and his wife Margaret. Among the guests were Major
General J. Whitelaw (Chief of Operations) and Mrs. Whitelaw, the Director of
National Mapping Bruce Lamkbert (2/1st) and his wife Gwen, the President of the
Canberra Divigion of the Institutien of Surveyors, Colin Van Senden (6 Coy.) and Lin.
Welcome past members of the Corps were Major Bruce Daniels (2 Coy.) now EMO at Royal
Military College and his wife Maria; Major vic Rsher, RAREC (AMD Svy Regt.) and
Barbara; and Major Vennegan, WRAAZ, (Carol Castor, AHD Svy BRegt.)
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CANBERRA SURVEY CORPS ASSOCIATICH

Patron: Brig. D. Macdonald

Presldent: Brig. F. Buckland

Treasurar: J. ¥Yarra

Committes: O. Sargent, G. Comnelly, F. Thorogood,
L. Davies

Secretary: ¥. Seaton.

55 Golden Growve,
Red Hill, A.C.T. 2603 [95-9828)

The Agsociation's Remembrance Dinner Was held in the "Club Room" of Maggies
Restaurant in the Canberra Theatre Centre on Monday 11 Movember, 1974. Scme 30
members assembled in the Cocktail Lounge for drinks prior to dinner. We were
pleased to have Joe Liner join us for the occasion. The evening, like all survey
gatherings, was enjoyed to the full by the pre-war, war-time and post-war and serving
members attending.

Our annual General Meeting, held during the evening, resulted in the re-election
of the outgoing Committee, with power to co—opt to help with 1975 Hational Bulletin.

On Anzac Day, 1975, we again had a goed roll call for the march to the War
Memorial. The march, held in magnificent weather, was ancther success, both for tha
marchers and the huge number of spectators. After the march, 17 members re-gssembled
at the Wellington Hotel for drinks prior o our Anzac Day Dinner, which again was a
great success both from the efforts of the Wellington's "cook house® and the "do you
remamber" talk.

We still hold our first Friday of the month get-together at the Canberra Bex,
although the last two have heen gad ones with Alan Forrle having answered the last
roll call. Alan's smiling face was always there to welcome one on arrival.

A welcoms back to the Federal fold to Clem Sergent and Fat Wood. Both have
already been pressed into service for the Bullstin. Clem is now a "public servant”
and Pat is with the Directorate staff.

fur Hemembrance Dinner will be held on Saturday, B Movember this year, and
we look forward to interstate visitors attending. We will notify final
arrangements in plenty of time.
VALE

Mrs. Ruth White. The wife of Frank White passed away on 1 July 1975, after a long
illpess. To Frank and family we axtend our sincere sympathy.

MATIONAL BULLETIN ACCOUNT

carried forward 1973/74 Rccount £145,92

Contributions

H.A. Johnsen ({Donation) s 2.00

0. Ex-Servicemens Survey Rssociation 15.00

#.5.W. Ex-Servicemens Survey Association 25.00

Canberra Survey Corps Association 15.00 57.00
£202.92

Expanditure for Bulletin MNo. 10 BO.0OO

Balance as at 3lst July, 1373 512292

-
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VALE
LT. COLOMEI. ALRN FENTCON KURRLE, MBE

The death of Lt. Colenel A.F., ¥urrle, MBE, cccurred suddenly on 2%th June, 1975
in Canberra.

alan had a long association with the Corps. He was widely known and respected.
He was a keen supporter of the Survey Associations and a member of 2/1 Survey
Association, 3 Field Survey Company Association and the Canberra Survey Corps
Association. It was typical of Alan that, although not 100% in health, he made the
affort and travelled to Melbourne from Canberra on 6th June, 1975 to attend the
thirty-fifth Anniversay Dinner of 2/1 Survey RAssociaticn.

Alan was a gqualified Surveyor when he joined the Corps in 1936. He was one of
the first members of the Corps to embark for Overseas service in World wWar II,
leaving Australia in October, 1940 with H.Q. 1 Rust. Corps. He served in the Middle
Fast and Greece and was fortunate to be evacuated to Egypt in May 1941, after the
fall of Greece.

Alan returned to Australia in March 1942, and, after a posting with Survey
Directorate, First Aust. Army, was given command of 3 Field Survey Company and took
that Unit to Mew Guinea in February, 1943. He was later transferred to H.Q. Hew
Guinea Force and also served on H.Q. First Aust. Army in Wew Guinea.

For his war service Alan was twice mentioned in Despatches and awarded the MBE.

Alan resigned from the Corps in 1946 to become Chief Surveyor of the Department
of Civil Aviation and later transferred to the Department of the Intericr. He retired
in 1967.

After retirement from the P.M.F. in 1946 Alan maintained his contact with the
corps and was 0.C. of the C.M.F. Unit 2 Topo. Svy,. Coy.

nlan was alsc an active member of the R.5.L, and was President of the East Malwvern
Vigctoria Branch. A keen bowler he was also President of the East Malvern R.5.L.
Bowling Club. For his service he was honoured with Life Membership of the Branch.

He moved to Canbarra in 1962 and was a foundation member and first President of
the Canberra Survey Asscciation.

Rlan had a wide circle of friends in the Survey Corps who will cherish his memory
and regret his passing and remember always his loyalty and devotion to the Corps.

To his wife Melly, and his son Brian, we extend our sincers sympathy.
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THE 2/15T SURVEY ASSOCIATION

After a very successful two years as President, Brian Saunders retired from
that well paid positien, and Hugh Roberts is now leading the team. Kot much momey
but a lot of fun Hugh.

Rupe Grey continues his excellent work as Secretary, and the Volunteers for
the Committee arae, Mick Hudson, Brian Saunders, Noel Shiels, Bill Emmett, Tan Taylor,
Jim Walton, Jack Holmes, Keith Yardy, Don Fraser, Tim Tyler, Joe Reaby, Nippy Hye,
Alan Wilson, Alex Willisms, Tom Hunter and John Turnbull.

Among many pleasant outings was a vi=it to Carribean Gardens, when many
members and their families enjoyed a fun afterncon with Mick Hudson being King of the
Kids.

Bnzac Day was the first occasion when all Survey units joined together for
the March, and for refreshments afterwards. With the passing of years depleting the
various units, the combined operation gave Survey a much more impressive
representation of the Corps. "Fitz" led the company, striding out with his usual
vim and wvigor, and all in all a very successful change accomplished.

The 35th Anniversary Dinner was held at Albert Park Barracks, on the b6th
June, and while not quite as many attended as the 25th Anniversay, it proved & most
snceassful occasion. Quite a few speeches, music and an evening of comradeship
enjoyed by all.

Fitz is attempting a formidable task, that of compiling ‘a history of Survey,
since its initial conception. To enable this te be the success it deserves, we
are asking members of all units for any information of any type relating to their
own particular units, phetos, stories of events, personal anecdotes that can be
ineluded in this book.

Mick Hudson, John Turnbull, Jim Walton, Keith Yardy, and Tim Tyler are
gollaberating with Fite to make this possible. 5o dig deep &nd post any material
to Rups Grey or any of those mentioned above.

B special dinner is to be held on Friday Rugust 29th, at Victoria Barracks
to mark the ooccasion of the retirement of John Kelvin tolan, and a strong roll up is
anticipated to make this a memorable evening.

As always, time is fast approaching for the Annual ¥mas get together. This
will be held at Jack Holmes "Graphic Art Centre" at 5.30 p.m., on the Bth December,
where magnificent hospitality will be extended to all who attend.

The passing of timedlso brings the sadness of losing some of our comrades
and it is with regret we record the passing of Alan Furrle, Tas Holmswood, Bill
Condor and Cec. Watson.

LEST WE FORGET




THE 3rd FIELD SURVEY COMPANY ASSOCIATION

President 1975 ¥en Mcallister
Treasurer Bill Birch,
17 Parkin Stroat,
Glen Iris, 3146
Secretary Bob Brown,
6 Crchard Grove,
Blackburn South, 3130.

1975 SPFECIAL ANNIVERSARY DIRHER

In company with kindred Associations, 3 Company is this year commemorating the 60th
Anniversary of the formation of the Corps in World War I, the 30th Anniversary of Corps
Units in World War II and the 30th Anniversary of the end of World War II.

A Special Anniversary Dinpner has been arranged in Melbourne for Saturday, 27th
September (V.F.L. Grand Pinal Might) and the Committee invites all Corps Association
Members to attend.

Location -  Melbourne University Union Buffet Dining Room

Time = 6.30 p.m. to 11.30 p.m.
Price - 58.50 per head

It is hoped that many interstate and country members will make a special effort
to wisit Melbourne for this function and to renew acquaintances of those long past years
1240-1945,

AHZAC DAY 1975

Following the March in Melbourne, Corps members of all Victorian Associations
joined in a combined Reunion at Graeme Richmond's Vaucluse Hotel, Swan Street,
Fichmond.

It ie hoped that this will be a combined function freom now on, as dwindling
numbers in all Associations will inevitably lead to one Corps Association being the
principal body.

Cur thanks are due to Fred Edwards, Brian Saunders and Rupe Gray for making the
arrangements.

1974 REUNIOH

Although the attendance was lower than previously, a good night was enjoved by
all, particularly as we were honoured by a wisit by Bruce Browne and Eric Wolfe from
Tasmania. Jack Viccars was their host for the weekend. Brigadier Fitzgerald again
hoenoured us with his attendance.

As 1975 is a year for commemoration for all Corps hssociations, Ken McAllister,
our original foundation President, was elected to preside over our 1975 activities.
Having retired from the Victorian Lands Department last year, ¥en and his wife spend
the winter in MNorthern Hew South Wales, while Ken spends much of his time digging
holes in his garden and in golf links.

BULLETINS

We thank the Canberra Association for their splendid efforts in producing this
publication and which iz much appreciated.

VISITORS TO MELBOURNE

We would welcome hearing from members of other Asscciations, should they be in
Melbourne on leave or on business.

VALE

It was with deep regret that we learnt recently of the death of Chris Crawford
at Corowa and Alan FKurrle at Canberra.
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ALEXANDER BARR YEATES

Alexander Barr Yeates is a well known name among Survey Corps personnel and more
particularly ameng the lads of No. 1 Section, 5 Fd. Coy. where he was affectionately
known during the last War and since as "Gunner". Apart from his war-time movements
which culminated at the landing at Balikpapan in 1945, he attended azs Queensland
Surveyor General in all Australian Capital Cities; in New Zealand, Papua New Guinea
and Tokya.

He was born in Toowoomba in 1909 and after gaining the Junior Public Certificate
at the Toowoomba High School, he matriculated from the Toowoomba Grammar School. It is
of interest that in later vears he served as-a member of the Board of Trustees of the
latter school.

He commenced his survey career by taking ocut articles with the late A.J. Edmiston
in 1931, and during the following three years gained valuable experience in surveys
in North Cueensland, particularly in the Mackay and Mereeba districts. He then
served under the late W.T. White, Toowoomba in 1935. He completed his articles with
Mr. L.F. Bardsley, Main Roads Surveyor, then operating generally between Caboolture
and Maryboroogh.

Joining the Titles Office, Brisbane, he worked as an Examiner and Computer for
four years. During this time he gualified as an Authorised Surveyor (2B8.3.1937) and
saw part—time service in the C.M.F. {Artillery Unit). Transferring then to the Main
Foads Department as a surveyor he carried out surveys in the Gympie, and South Burnett
districts for two years.

In 1940 he enlisted in the C.M.F. Survey Unit and after initial training in
military mapping at Kilcow, where he served as a sergeant; he received his commission
in 1941, becoming O/C No. 1 Section 1, Fd Svy Coy (later 5. Aust. Fd Svy Coy. A.I.F.).
He later becames Captain. He continued in command of NHo. 1 Section throughout the
War. This section was often detached from Headguarters for long pericds to engage in
special military mapping tasks, one of the early missions being by overland convoy
from Cairns to Cape York where several map sheets were surveyed under very adverse
conditions.

It was this detachment and others of shorter duration which built up a special
camaraderie amongst the bovs of NHo. 1 Section, which had to exist on its own, sSome—
times among other army units, and at other times independently out in the bush with
cnly occasion contact with Headguarters. This may be one explanation of the term
"Gunner”.

In 1945 hi= Section provided survey support for the 7th Division at the landing
of Balikpapan, and the subseguent occupation of that part of Bormeo. His report on
survay participation in the Balikpapan campaign was used and found to be most helpful
when the Corps was planning to send a small Survey Unit to Vietnam. He also
accompanied the occupation force for Macassar after the Japanese surrender.

On demobilization he rejoined the Main Roads Department and during the following
vears carried out-surveys between the Burnett and the New South Wales border.
Included in this were many miles of the Moonie Highway. In 1956 he joined the staff
of the Toowoomba City Council. This was a period of major development when much survey
work was called for in such projects as the gazettal of many official street
aligrnments, re-routing or roads, the Perseverance Creek Dam, resumption of land for
municipal purposes and the establishment of a permanent mark system which was
asgociated with a high order level network. During this time Alex gualified for
membership of the Royal Australian Planning Institute {and later, 1967-9 was Prasident
of the (usensland Division of that body). In 1964 he was President of the Queensland
Division; Institute of Surveyors, Australia,
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In 1965 he returned to the Queensland Public Service as Deputy Surveyor General,
becoming on 1.7.1966, Surveyor General of Queensland. Tn this exciting period, with
new techniques for survey work, application of metrication to surveying and mapping
and intensive regearch into survay office management, new concepts of education, the
explosive tempo of naticnal development, Alex pulled his weight. He was President,
Queensland Surveyors Board; Chairman, Queensland Place Names Board; Member,
Australian Institute of Cartographers; Chairman, Survey Advisory Committee, Cueensland
Institute of Technology; Member, Engineering Academic Board, Queensland Institute of
Technology; Member, Board of the Faculty of Engineering, University of Dueensland;
Fellow, Australian Institute of Publie Administraticn; Deputy Chairman, State Tnter-
departmental Committes Public Administration; Deputy Chairman, State Inter-departmental
Committes on Metrication; Member, Survey Inguiry Committee; Member, Queensland
Division, Australign Institute of Urban Studies; Member, Minister's Advisory Committas
on Town Planning. He retirved en 30th June, 1975,

"Gunner" has always been interested in people. He enjoys reminiscing at the
Reunions of the Survey Corps. He is still an ardent amatenr Photographer, but in this
field he is subject to some competition f£rem his wife, formerly Miss Doreen Thomas .
For recreation he plays sguash and golf,

QUEENSLAND BRANCH, SURVEY EX-SERVICEMENS ASSOCATION
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1974-1975

Prasident : Frank Holchan Past Pregsident : Percy Peal

Vice President : Phil Armstrong Hon. Secretary : Chas Gilbert

Hon Treagsurer : Morgan Smith Hon. Editor : Chas Martin

Commi ttes : Harold Jones; Jim Alexander; Lloyd Williams: Jack McGinley;

Lance Donald; Arneold Jones; DBert Powsll
Secretary's Address: 49 Tarragindi Road, Annerley, 4103,

As can be seen, the Office Bearars don't change much from year to YBar, one
notable absentee being Frank Ahrens, who since retirement from his PoBt as
Queensland Manager for Pioneer Tours, has gone to live in the North, outside of Cairns.
The climate and fishing there suits him better, and he is enjoying the fres life,

Percy Peel has returned from his overseas trip, but is still kept busy in his
retirement, having taken on part-time duties in the State Legal RAid Bureau, and has
added interests as a Committee man on the Queensland Rugby League, which this year is
very active.

One who is well known in the Survey Fraternity throughout Australia also ratired
this year. he is Alex Yeates who relinquished his position as Surveyor General of
Busensland on 30th June 1975, having held that post since lst July 1966 and as Deputy
from January 1965. He was farewelled with the very best of wishes from his many
friends and associates in the Survey and Army Mapping activities. Elsewhers in this
Hational Bulletin, he has bean specially featured this year to coincide with his
retirement.

Rod Fraser made another of his short visits to Queensland on his Town Flanning
activities, having spent last Anrzac Day weck-end here with his son, and had lunch cne
day with Alex Yeates and Chas Martin who passed on news of FEod's old company comrades.

Our Association manages to keep Up its numbers to a reasonable lewvel at our
reunions, in spite of bereavements and changing circimstances. There were about &0
turned up at the 1974 "&o", and ail had a good time, with the catering at the National
Hotel leaving us all satisfied, as usual. This time there was only slight
representation from the Survey Regiment at Enoggera as the unit was away on field
duties elsewhere.

However the many regular attenders were there again, and it would not seam
fitting if Percy Moes, George Coatham, Arty McClure and Bill Butler wers not with us
from their distant centres. We hope to seem them snce more this year of 1975,
together with some who could not make it lage Year. It appears necessary to raise
the price of the Reunion Dinner again, with inflation the way it is, mainly in the
waget coste for the services entailed. Although our credit balance is still healthy,
we feel that increased charges may still be necessary to cover expenses. However,
it is hoped that these will not deter members from rolling up again.




VALE

FPather Time is still a relentless reaper, and we regret that some more of our
old comrades, or thelr near relatives, have taken his toll. Cur sympathies are
extended to those bereaved.

Licnel Duffy died on 10th May 1975 after a long illness which severely restricted
his ability to swallow and breath. He was privately cremated on 12th May 1975. He
was amongst us at the last reunion and looked well and fit then, but that was not to
continue, unfertunately.

Ray Everett died approx. 10th or 11lth April 1975 (date regretfully not noted at the
time} from cancer after a long illness. He, like Tienel duffy was also a member of
the Survey Office Staff. He was one of 5 Fd. Svy Coy for a time, but also served
with 3 Fd Swvy.

Gerald Marchant son of Ron Marchant, was buried at Toowoomba on 10th June 1975,
having died as a result of a serious car accident on 6th June while returning to his
property out in the St. George district. It was a sad blow to his mother and father,
as Ron in his state of near blindness cannot now look after the rroperty on his own.
Fellow ex-afficers of Ron's (Alex Yeates, Doug Fergusson and Chas Martin) attended the
funeral service, and extended condolences,

Samuel Bayes Ward. "Sam" Ward was born at Ipswich, Queensland, on 13th July 1694. He
was articled to F.R. Bostock after his secondary education at Ipswich Grammar School,
and passed the Board's examinations in March 1915. Following registration as an
Authorised Surveyor on 23rd June 1915, he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force and
went ovarseas, after completing a course at the Engineer Officers’ Training School in
Eydney. He served in France until the Armistiece with the 3rd Pioneer Battalion and rose
to the rank of Captain.

On his return to Australia he was placed on the Reserve of Dfficers and commenced
private practice, carrying out surveys in many parts of the Stata. & notewer thy
achievement was his feature survey of more than a thousand square miles in North
Queensland, bounded by the coast, the Daintree, Endeavour and Normanby Rivers, one of
the rouvghest, most isolated and inaccessible areas in Australia, much of it covered
with dense tropical rain forest. In 1928 he settled at Southport, and worked in the
ragion now known as the Gold Coast until the outbreak of the Second World War, when
he was recalled to full-time military duty. Appointed Deputy Assistant Director,
Survey, on the Headguarters Staff of Morthern Command in February 1940, he held this
post for the rest of the war as his age and medieal classification precluded overseas
servica. An early activity was the formation and training of a militia survey unit
which became the lst (later 5th) Field Survey Company, and he supervised the
compilation of Strategic 4-mile and Emergency l-mile military maps by civilian draftsmen.
He became a Major in 1942,

Following Japan's invasion of New Guinea, Northern Command became Queensland Lines
of Communication, with large concentrations of troops either in training or en route
to operational theatres. He organised a crash series of monochrome "Temporary"
l-mile maps to cover more than 12,000 square miles with no medium scale military maps.
Hurriedly compiled from cadastral parish maps, their hasty production was ocbvious, for
elegance was sacrificed to speed, but despite their sub-standard finigh and accuracy
they helped to satiefy the acute need for gridded l-mile maps of Queensland. He also
employed a civilian firm of lithographers to supplement supplies by printing military
maps from plates supplied by the Survey Corps.

On release from the Army he was unfit for field work and joined the Computing
Branch of the Survey Office, Brisbane. In 1951 he was prlaced in charge of the newly
created Topographic Branch. As Chief Topographer he was responsible for the necessary
control surveys and the preparation, from zerial photography, of standard 40-chain
topographic sheets for publication as well as project maps at various scales. By a
curious coincidence, one of his first maps coversd the same ares in North Queensland
which he had mapped so laboriously by conventicmal methods twenty-five years earlier.
He represented Queensland on the Technical Sub-committee of the Mational Mapping
Council from 1948 until 1958, when ill-health forced his retiremens. However, his
services to the commnity continued, for he still made toys for underprivileged
children, which, with his hobby of orchid culture, provided satisfying and interesting
cccupation for his leisure. He died on 24th July, 1972




18

He loyally supported his professional organisation, joining the Queensland
Ingtitute of Surveyors as a Corporate Member in 1921, soon after his return from
active service. He was a Councillor from 1937 to 1943, a Foundation Member of the
Ingtitution of Surveyors, Australia, and becams a Fellow in 1954. His modest,
reserved nature, coupled with a contempt for any form of ostentation, masked his
impressive abilities and achievements. A skilful and highly dedicated surveyor, with
impeccable standards of professional conduct, he made sigpificant contributions to
military and civilian mapping in Queensland. His resclute integrity and strict
sense of justice won the respect, admiration and esteem of all who were priwvileged to
work with him.

CHRANGE COF ADDRESS

Leo O'Leary, 49 McPherson Stryeet, Horsham, Vic.
B.M. (Max) Cullen, 30 MoMamara Street, Toowoomba, Qld. 4350
M. (Max) B. Bennett, 12 Tthaca Boad, Elizabeth Bay, N.S.W. 2011
E.P. Suchting, 10 Garth Street, Edgeworth, Newcastle, N.S5.W. 2285
H. (Harry) Belson, 67 Lewis Road, Glynde, Adelaide, S.A. 5070
V.C. Heinemann, 9 Castle Avenue, Towradgi, W.5.W. 2518
P.F. Ahrens, 90 Machans Road, Machan Beach, Via Cairns, Qld.
Auster L. McClelland, Halls Road, Carrum Downs, Vic. 3200

SURVEY EX-SERVICEMENT'S ASSOCIATION OF H.5.W.

G.P.0. Box 4365

Sydney. 2001
President 1 HNoel Flatcher
Vice=President Bobh Burton
Secretary & Treasurer Harry Kilby
Aszistant Secretary John Maltby

Bulletin Editor
Committes Members

John MoLean
Terry Star and Jack Watson

I s IS

Since reporting in about July laet year, our Rssgciation has continued its
activities with, one might say, renewed wvigour.

Our Association has been conducting two reunions a year - one at Easter and
one at Christmas for the past 27 years. Over the last couple of years
attendances had dropped to a steady 35 due to departures, retirements and of course,
deaths, and the Committee decided to recommend to the Annual Meeting at Christmas
1974, that for 1975, we confine our Reunions to one a vear at Christmas and
substitute instead a formal dinner for members and wives.

Just to confuse everybody, 48 turned up to the Christmans Reunion on 29th
Hovember, 1274, making it the biggest and best we have had for guite some years,
We were particularly honoured to have the presence of Brigadiers Don Macdonald and
Frank Buckland. They had been to lunch with our President, Noel Fletcher, who also
happens to be the Surveyor General for Wew South Wales, and we have a feeling that
Don and Frank enjoyed their day in Sydney. We regard them more as members than
visitors.

The outcame of the good attendance and reminiscing is that in 1976 we may return
to two reunions a year.

The dinner for members and their wives is to be held at NWorth Sydney Anzac
Memorial Club on Thursday 18th September, 1975, assembling at 6.30 p.m. for drinks
and 7.30 dinner. The Elizabeth room has been reserved and an attendance of 60 is
confidently expected.




ANZAC DAY 1§76 AT NORTHERIDGE BOWLING CLUE,
L o B~ Waly Carrell, Carl Agglo, [oa Thampean, Bert Brook, jack Quesk, Jack Ferton, and Doug Richards.

AT M.EW. CHREISTMAS 1874 REUMICON.
L toR- Bob Aldarson, Major Ted Laker, Mool Flaicher. Brigs: Frank Bockland and Don Macdonald.

ANIAC DAY 1979 AT NORTHERIDGE BOWLING CLUR

L ta R~ Bob Aldertan, Ui, Terry Siar, Jschk Watsan and Presidont Noel Floichor with Tod Laker i the backgraumd
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| The annual sports day was held on Wednesday 1dth May, 1975. Ten of our members
played golf at Boseville Golf Club and a bottle of Scotch donated by Bob Burton was won
by Bert Brook with 37 Points, showing the benefit of his retirement. The Arthur Clements
Memorial Trophy was won by Jack Fenten, who also had a good game with 32 points. Five
serving members of 2 Field Survey Sguadron joined us and Fusty Williams with 32 points
topped the poll for them. AL West Tindfield Bowling Club seven of our members headed by
Noel Fletcher joined about 15 other bowlers recruited by Noel from the survey profession,
to enjey & very pleasant Wednesday Club Game. The Club at night put on a barbecue
dinner of steak, potatoes, salad, etc. with lots of wine and ale for 54 a head, which
was a great success. Most of the golfers attended the dinner and many of both the bowlars
and golfers were joined by their wives. In additicn, Jack Landis and his wife, Phil
McKenna and wife, Doug Richards and wife, Ken Shaw and wife, joined us for the dinner
making a kotal of 60 who £inally 1af+ the Club voting the day a great sucoess.

Sydney's weather on Anzac Day was a it unkind, but we still had 30 members to
march behind the Royal Bustralian Survey Corps Banner, and this included three Vietnam
veterans in Terry Starr, Barry Wight and Stan Stephens. Bert Roberts and Frank Gould
joined us after seveml years of absence and Kev. Taylor (ex. 2/lst) attended for the
first time. An encouraging 19 attended Northbridge Bowling Club for its 1 p.m.
Memorial Service, and six played bowls with the Club.

VALE

The years are taking their toll and it is with deep regret we report the passing
of the following personnel, of which notice has coma to us since the last Hational
Bulletin.

CEORGE STIRLING passed away suddenly on the bowling green on 13th January. 1974.
George had been an axeman-driver on 2 Co¥. and an active supporter of our Association.

KEN TRAVERS passed away in Tasmania on 11th March, 1974 after illness lasting over
about 5 years. Ken had been a Surveyor for Hobart City Council, and served on Trig.
work with 2 Coy. and 5 Coy., serving in Bormeo and Malaya.

C.7. HAMMOND. MNotice of his death appeared in peveille in May 1274 and his Army
fumber leaves little doubt that it was Joo Hammond of 2 Company.

JOMNW PHELOUNG passed away on 29th July, 1974 after a long illness. John had asthma
aven in the Army and it plagued him all hiz life. He had been engaged in commercial
art after the war and a strong supporter of early copies of our State "Bulletins".

WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM.
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FPresident Frank Cohen,
121 North Street,
SWAMBOURNE, W.A. 6010

Secretary Eric Brook,
30 Leake Strest,
{Phone 319093) PEFPERMINT GROVE, W.A. 6011

HEUNION, 23rd September, 1974

This popular function, held annually on the Monday evening of show week, was again
wall attended by 27 members. A special welcome was extended to Major Alec Laing and
Brian Firms, serving members who assist us throughout the year, to recently retired Hugh
Taylor and to our two most senior members, Paul Paget and Pat Jones.

It was with regret that the meeting was notified of the passing of three asteemed
members, viz:- George Bush
Edgar Crotchett
Dick Markey
All three gained the dsepest respect during the war years and since, and are sadly
missed.

The next reunion will be on the 22nd September, 1975, being the 35th anniversay
) of the formation of 4 Coy. Watch for a notice.

ROTES OF INTEREST

our foundation president and Fellow of the Institute of Surveyors, Hugh Barclay
presanted an interesting and captivating paper to the 18th Survey Congress in Perth
in April 1975. Entitled "Retrospect - A Challenge™, 1t dealt with the achievements
of surveyors one hundred vears agg, notably Sir John Forrest. If you have a
surveyor friend with a copy, vou are well advised to borrow it.

During the congress time was found to give members an opportunity to farewell
Colonel J.X. Molan. A crowded function of serving members, interstate visitors and
4 Coy. gave him a traditional farewell. We hear "Moles" is going to retire in the
West and look forward to seeing him at our reunions.

A younger member, Jim Skates, has been in the news. Since "retiring” from the
Survey Corps, Jim has qualified at the W.A. Institute of Technology, and has been
registered as a Land Surveryor. He obtained leave from the Lands and Surveys
Department to join an expedition planned by the Geraldton Historical Society, entitled
"Follow Forrest '74". Jim's interesting account was published in the "Eyepiege”, the
¥ West Australian Division's bulletin. Try to get a copy or button hole Jim at our next
meating.

Fred Jones has been appointed chief draughtsman at the Titles Office. We offer
1 our congratulations and wish him every success in his new position.

I Ian McHabb, new City Planner with the South Perth City Council, has been on a
gentimental journey of the north-west, endeavouring to relocate some of the trig.
stations he occupied during 1942 and 1943. Ian is a past president of the Planning
Institute of W.A.

RECENT RETIREMENTS

Lyn Evans from the position of Senior Examiner of the Survey Examination's Branch.
His efficiency and organization in that branch has now been diverted to a very
beautiful garden.

Tom Hooper has left the broad acres of Mountadgin and has established a lovely home in
the metropolitan suburb of Perth. Tom is a keen member of the association and a past
president of some years service.

Eric Brogk after service in the Commonwealth Department of the Interior, Perth
Technical College and private practice. Eric is a Fellow of the Institution of
Surveyors, Australia, and a past President of the Western Australia Division. He
has now been "volunteered” inteo the position of secretary.



22

THE FKOOLYMILEA BASE LINE - 1950

mmong the significant tasks undertaken by the Corps in the second half of its
history, in the post 1945.period, was the development of mapping and surveys at
Woomera, S.A. to support the Long Range Weapons Research Establishment - the "Rocket
Range". The Corp's close association with the Woomera area started with a
reconnaissance by Major L.J. Lockwood and Spr. €.G. Van Senden in 1946, and tapered off
in 1953 with the close down of the LRWRE Section, although both E Comd Fd Svy Sact.
and 4 Fd Svy San. were to have mapping responsibilities in the area later.

AHQ Fd Svy Section produced 4 mile maps covering a large part of the Range, and
in 1949 started the extension of first order triangulation from Mt. Arden and South
Tent, two trig stations near Port Augusta, to pass through Woomara and terminate at
Mt. Eba in 1951.

To control and strengthen the triangulation a base line was established B miles
west of Lake Foolymilka, in the Range area. This was measured in July/August 1950
by a combined team from the two Survey Corps units operating in the area - RHQ Fd Svy

Sect., commanded by Maj. W.B. (Wally)} Relf and LEWRE Sect. commanded by Lt. 5.W. (Spencer)

Enow.

The illustration shows the members of the team during cne of the quieter moments
of the measurement.

This measurement was of significance because it was the only first order base
line measured in Australia in the post 1939-45 War era, using the technigue of
standardistation developed by Col. Fitzgerald and Professor Kerr-Grant before the
War, and it was the last major fileld survey task in which Col. Fitzgerald, then
Director of Survey, was personally involwed.

The base line, a little over 7 miles in length, lay betwsen ¥noll and Boundary
trigs. It was divided into secticns marked by a brass plague specially produced in
the Engineering workships at Woomera.

Astro obs for latitude, longitude and azimuth were carried out at Enoll by a
small team, led by Col. Fitzgerald, comsisting of Lt. Snow, Cpl. M.R.J. (John}
Hillier, Ccpl. D.R. (Don) Ridge and Spr. L. (Laurie) Arnold. Sgt. K. (Ken) Cock
was in charge of the base line measurement, under the eye of Maj. Relf and the
Director.

211 observations were completed in three weeks, the team members dispersed
ta their parent units and Cpls. Ridge and Hillier safe-handed the results to Survey
Directorate, in Victoria Barracks, Melbourne, whers they were employed in
reduction and computation of the data under WO I Bernie Breen.

Tt is interesting to note that in the photograph are three corporals and a
sapper who became Lieutenant Colonels in the Corps.




Back Row

Front Row

Absent
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Maj. W.B. Relf, Sgt. K.J. Cook, Col. L. Fitzgerald OBE,

Cpl. W.R.J. Hillier, Spr. B. Dalton, Spr. 0. carr,

Spr. M, Smith, Spr. J. Reneker, Spr. D. White, Spr. L. Cannard,
Spr. L. Arnold, Spr. H. Smith, Cpl. J. Hammond, Cpl. D.R. Ridge,
Lt. 5.W. Snow

Cpl. T.C. Sargent, Spr. E. Laming, Spr. M. Vaughan, Spr. M. Cain,
Spr, W. Miller

Spr. Reld, Cpl. Gow.
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INSTITUTE OF SURVEYORS CONGEESS, FERTH 1975

The 1975 reunion was held at the Paddington Hotel, Perth on 17th April. As usual
it was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. A pleasing featurs was the attendance of a
large number of serving members of the Corps, from 5 Fd Svy 5gn at Karrakatta or on long
term civil training at Western Rustralian Institute of Technology.

A most welcome visitor to the reunion was Dr. Clarke A Hawkins, Professor of
Economics, Arizona State University, Tuscon, U.S5.A. Clarke commanded the United States
Army Map Service Detachment which took part in Operation “Cutlass®, the co-operative
Army Map Service / RA SVY shore-ship project to map Hew Ireland in 1956/57. Clarke
gpent almost Bix months in Australia this year on gabbatical leave, lscturing at WAIT
and carrying ocut research there.

Hydrographip Branch was represented DY Commander Ian Puller (HMAS Moresby] and
Artillery Survey by Vic Cadwallader.

The following RA Svy personnel attended

Past Membars

R. Alderton W.H. Jones
L. ABnninson W.A. Johns
R. Atkinson F. Keyes
K. Ayres J. Love
E. Beckett J. Mazzaral
E. Broogk J.E. Mitchell
R. Bruce C. McCantry
R. Burgess A. MeCleod
F.W. Byfield K. McCloy
B. Campbell R. Oliver
J. Cawvill 5. Simpson
E. Clutterbuck E. Sincock
F. Cohen H. Emith
F. Edwards H. Taylor
M. Goble-Garratt C. Van Senden
A. Hancock B. Wilson
R. Jones J. Whita

A. Yeates
Serving Members
Col. 7.¥. Nolan, Director of Survey
Major A. Laing cpl. W. Griggs
Major ¥K.J. Lyons Cpl. K. Kennady
Capt. D. Swiney Cpl. B. Partridge
Lt. F. Brown Cpl. A. Rossaw
2 Lt. R. Gunthorpe Cpl. DO. Musgrave
2 Lt. Q. Garhmann Cpl. C. Webb
2 Lt. P. Raus cpl. P, Colwell
W/0 1 D. Cocker Cpl. E. Shipley
W/0 2 A. Hoszsen cpl. A. Kavanagh
W/0 2 D, Hockings L/cpl. p, Twydale
§. Sgt. W. Van Malinstein Spr. B. Cosford
S. Sgt. D. Duguemin Spr. L. Barrell
Sqt. B, Firns Spr. B. Silver
Sgt. C. Dixon S5pr. T. Manson
Sgt. P, Biorac Spr. F. Cheat?r
Sgt. W. Kemp Pte. A. Beveridge
Sqt. G. Dowd



RUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORFS IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR

This article is portion of an article on the early days of the military
survey in RAustralia. It is somewhat incomplete and any person reading this and
having knowledge not knownte the writer is reguested to write and pass such
information on. Such information will be gratefully received. It may be that
fathers of persons reading this have left diaries which would be useful. If sent,

they will be carefully looked after and returned as soon as possible.
Thank vyou,
INDI = 11/7/75 H.P.G. Clews

Work undertaken by the Australian Survey Corps in the First World War was
individual, as members of some other organisation. As the operations took place some
sixty vears ago and information as to activities must be obtained from individuals
who in many cases are deceased, it is unlikely that a very knowledgabhle story will be
developad.

Although they were away from Australia for about 1B months, half of that
period was spent in getting there and getting back.

On the ocutbreak of the War there were 13 men available fo A.I.F. enlistment,
2 pfficers and ten O.R.'s. Half of these were trained soldiers with service in the
English Army and 3 had had war service. With the exception of Shiels - who was a
loner - no one was allowed to join the A.I.F. until December 1917. All the
applications to be allowed to join the A.I.F. were disregarded. This policy
probably applisd to other portions of the Commonwealth Forces, for on the boat the
writer travelled on was a contingent of Engineer N.C.0.'s.

By the time permission was granted to join the R.I.F. the numbers of
personnel available had been increased by 2 officers and 6 O.R.'s. Lynch had
replaced Quinlan who had resigned, and Vance had joined the Survey. Also Davis had
been commissionsd (Hon. Lieut.} 0/C of H.S.W. Section. Barrett had returned from
England and rejoined and Shiels had joined A.I.F. and was in Falestine. Number now
availabls was 4 officers and 13 OR's and one DR was already in A.T.P. In all 9 OR's
and the 4 officers joined the A.I.F., in Dec. Jan. 1917/1916, joining the 1 OR already
there and 5 OR's d4id not go.

One or two items need mention before describing the places and
times A.I.F. Survey Corps mermbers worked in the A.I.F. First, members of the corps
who were Warrant Officers class II, i.e. C.5.M.'s were required to drop rank to
Sgt. It is thought that Warrant Officers, class I were allowed to retain their ranks.
Cwing to the Western Australian Section being later in receiving pprmission to enlist,
they were behind the N.5.W. and Victorian Sections in getting away. The trans-
continental rallway was not completed at this time. Information as to permission to
enlist was not received in W.A. until between Christmas and Wew Year 1917. As they then
had to travel first to Victoria and finally embarked in Sydney about the end of
January, arriving at Parkhouse camp in England at the end of April. Getting to France
about the end of June. It is pointed out that the author of this article (H.P.G.
Clews) had no knowledge of the work being dene or the whereabouts of the contingent
from Vic. and H.5.W.

An article by Capt. J.J. Raiskeck in the Rustralian Surveyor Sept. 1st, 1937
was located and together with some manuscript notes has provided much infermation
previcusly not known to the author. There are some errors in this information and
where possible, this has been corrected. Tt is also desired to correct & common
fault in writing of the early Survey Corps (or Section). There were no sappers in
the Bustralian Survey Corps until the 2Znd World War. The first half dozan enlist-
ments were as Sergeants and subseguent enlistments as Corporals.
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Taking the West Rustralian contingent first as it is fully known to the
author, who was a member of it. Rossiter and Clews were attested into the A.I.F.
at Blackboy Camp, W.A. en 28th December 1317. Were then sent by boat to Melbourne.
Rossiter's family was with him, but forget how Vance and family moved over. We were
kept for some week in Melbourne - dental attention, etc. while waiting. Rossiter and
the author were put on some levelling, but eventually we wers sent over to N.5.W.
Tt was the first time I had been there. The next day embarked on 5.5.Wiltshire. &
contingent of Engineer N.C.O.'s were with us on board. It is not remembered 1f the
boat called anywhere in Australia, but it did at Colombo. As the Southampton
Enginesrs were in charge of the drafting etc. there, Rossiter and I saw them at work.
They had relief models of all the shests covering the Island and had the map detail
on tissue-like paper which they very carefully fixsd on to the models. This reguired
very careful work and they locked good when comploted.

Oon to Port Said with a Japanese warship as convoy. Stayed a week or more in
camp at Port Said and Eossiter and I were requested to lay out a golf course in the
desert on the camp boundary. As neither or us knew anything about golf coursas, we
were pleased to be moved on before anything was expected from us, On by rail to

Alexandria and by a rather dirty little boat to Taranto in the heel of Italy. Arrived

in Taranto about the middle of March and left by train early in Bpril. Train went up the
ndriatic mide of Italy, crossing the mountains to Genoa. Train was pulled by electric
engines over themountain, being the first such engines I had seen. Then across France

to Le Havre and across the English Channel, finishing at the Australian camp at
Parkhouse about end of April. Wers given leave there.

fm pur return trip we were sent to the Southampton Survey H.Q. Kept there for some
weeks, probably while they found out what to do with us. There was an amusing incident
while being tested. They gave Vance an old dirty and out—of-ordsr Theodolite +to take
eome observations with. Wance sat down, took the thing to pisces and cleaned and
adjusted it, The Sergeant who was accompanying us, stared in amazement for a while and

then said "when you're finished will you pick me up at the pub®.

Eventually we left Southampton and to LeHavre again and then by railway up the
French coast and inland to Montreuil. The Depot Survey Company of the English Military
Survey in France was a few miles out. Montreuil was the H.Q. of the British Rrmy in
Prance. We were not kept there very long but given a posting and put on minor
triangulation well south of Montreuil. Our first Depot we made at a wvillage called
'Feuguiers', and immediately started work. Party consisted of the W.A. Aust. Survey
Section, with a cook, driver and genaral helper with a Ford for transport. Trig
staticns consisted of a 3" pipe driven into the ground, then cleared of dirt and a
12" pole placed therein. Calico flag was nailed to pole. It was found necessary to
cut holes all over the flag to prevent the local pecple helping themselves to a small
bit of calico. But once I obtained in lieu of my request for 50 yds. of calico 50 yds.
of good guality Irish linen. I did a swap With a French Madame for calico which
anyhow was better for my purpose. Wa had a second officer, some of the time, though
what he was supposed to do was indefinite. when the 3 of us had the trig.
reconnaissance well in hand, Vance started chserving and Rossiter booking. I carried on
with the trig. for a while and then turned on to computing.

We moved our Depot south to another village called Foucoumont. The spelling of
these French npames may be ingorrect. We were billeted in schecls in both villages but
the leocal children were still using portion of them. Ration returns etc. ‘including
billeting returns (1 cent per coldier OR, 2 cent per Sgt. and 1 franc per officer),
became the duty of the writer. Work went on as previously from the new village.
Writer was on trig. reconnaissance for a start but turned back to computing later.
Much of the trig. rec. was dene on Army push cycles. &t one time, being with the
observing party, writer was called in by Vance to read one of the micrometers while he
read the other. On this occasion there were between 20 and 30 church spires to read,
g0 time was saved.
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Eventually came the end of the war. We learnt of it by the notice put up in the
window of the local Post Office. Wireless was not in use generally at this time. No
great excitement was shown except for a few flags being flown. The writer made an
Mustralian flag out of trig. calico and Indian inks, and flew it at our billets. HNo
new work was started and old werk completed and tidied up. Also assistance was given
to other parties co-ordinating the Cadastral plans, mainly by co-ordinating some known
point on the plan from the trigs. (often Church gpires) we had co-ordinated earlier.
Had an interesting job on Christmas Eve 1918, Had to distribute parcels of meat to
Survey parties in or near our area for their Christmas dinner. Vanee and T made the
rounds, Vance found the villages and I the men. Once T got rid of the Frenchmen who
thought they could talk English - but T suppose they had the same trouble with us wha
thought we could talk French - finding the men wasn't difficult. Haturally on
Christmas Eve, every one would be in the local estaminet but care had to be taken that
the prized meat didn't £all into the wrong hands,

Scon after we were moved back to the Depot Company and after a few days moved
North a few miles to a Survey School for young Engineer ocfficers (English). There was
Vance and another officer, self and Rossiter and two Depot Company N.C.0.'s. Rossitar
was moved over to an Artillery Survey School on the coast shortly after we got there.
Much snow and heavy frosts made things difficult and when the thaw came we had to live
on hard raticons as transport was not allowed on French roads until the roads had
consolidated again. Eventually the School closed with a big bang when the young
officers burnt the Mess furniture and alsc the Piano and we returned to the Depot
Company. Shortly after we were given leave and on returning found the Depot had
moved to the coast. Then back to Parkhouse and the boat Devanha and back to
Rustralia where paid off A.I.F. in Melbourne on 16th July 1919,

Turning to the other members of the Corps who served overseas - Shiels was
scarcely known to other members of the Corps. He joined as a W.0.l Draughtsman on
15th September, 1913, probably taking the vacancy caused by the death of Constable
on 15th July 1913. O©On the 14th June 1915, he transferred to W.0.l Topographer
thus becoming the senior field man in the Corps. Any direct enlistment as a
Topographer would have been as a Sergeant. He was an original member of the Corps
on lst July 1915, then disappeared. Probably joining the A.I.F. before the end of
the month, He worked in Egypt and Palestine and was commissioned in the A.I.F.
After the war he was heard of as being on Topography near Melbourne but probably
resigned shortly after.

Wow for the main body of the Survey Corps who served overseas, thoSe members
from Victoria and N.5.W. They must have received permission to join the A.I.F. much
earlier than the W.A. Section., They had left Australia before we From W.A. arrived
in Vic., probably in early December. Unknown is the boat they travelled in and the
route and time they took. With the exception of Murray and Macdonald who were left
in Egypt, the remainder probably arrived at the Australian Parkhouse Camp and were
thers split into two parties. One went to the Australian Corps Headguarters in France
and joined the Australian Corps Topo. Section, These were Lt. Raisbeck and Clements,
Anderson, Watson and Roberts. The other party Lts. Isynch and Davies and Blaikie went
to English Depot Survey H.Q. in France. With the exception of a casual visit by
Bertie Davies (Lt. Davies) to the French village where we, the later party, had our
headquarters, nothing is known of Lynch or Blaikie. But Blaikie had an official post
on the Devanhea taking us back to Australia. He had a cabin to himself and had the
job of advising people who would be taking up their previous occcupations, when
arriving back in Australia.

On arrival at Corps Headquarters, Lt. Raisbeck and the 4 topographers ware
attached to the Corps Topo. Section where Lt, Raisbeck was made 2 I/C of that section.
The very interesting story of the procedure used in producing Corps maps given by
Lt. Raisbeck iz given as follows:

Lt Raiebeck's description of the map production process:
He was appointed 2 I/C of Topo. Section with Aust. Corps Headguarters in France and
Balgium - Lit. H. Buchanan was Q/C. This section of about 30 members supplied all
Tactical Maps required by the Rust. Divs. in this zone of Betive Servico. The
fighting maps drawn and reproduced in the field were based mainly on French
1/20,000 originals, which were supplemented by air photas delivered each a.m. by Aust.
Flying Corps Squadrons in the Aust Corps area. These air photos were examined and
then passed on to the draughtsmen who immediately brought their areas on master maps
of the 1/20,000 scale up-to-date by geometric methoeds. Information gained from these
photos was mainly new trench work, gun implacements and other activities.
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When a local stunt or general advance Was proposed, a I colour map was traced on
3 lithe transfer papers in litho ink, one for each colour from the various master
maps and then laid down on a litho stone and printed in 3 colours. Black for general
details, red for enemy trendes and blue for our trenches, etg. The finished maps had
to be run through a flat bed machine. Register for colours being satisfactorily
sbtained by one of the two printers holding pins at 2 diagonal corners of the paper
on the stone con which the maps were to be printed. Although this method was very
primitive, good results were obtained on the 100 to 500 sheets printed, then hurriedly
delivered by 2 I/C to O/C Divisional, Battalion and Battery Commanders.

Very little is known of the wWork done by the other members of the party. The
author was told by Clements that at one #ime he and another were £ixing Battery
positions by Plane Table methods.

After the end of the War a survey school was organised at Southampton. It is
thought that the Australian Corps H.Q. combined with the English Military Survey to
help junior members of the surveying profession, who were in many cases under
articles, to pick up some of the training they had missed. Many older Surveyors in
Rustralia have memories of this School. Raisbeck reports that all the Australian
survey Officers attended. But Vance must have beon late, for he was with the Survey
Sehool for Junior Engineer Officers in Franca until April or May, 1913.

One other item may be mentioned. Although interesting, it doss not affect Aust.
Survey Corps. &t the commencemsnt of the War the Survey Coy. of the R.E.'s at
Southampton was disbanded and its personnel distribioted among the other Engineer
Companies. It was later found that Survey and mapping people were urgently reguired.
pifficulties were encountered in reconstructing the Survey Coy. as many of the
original members had secured promoticn, but eventually it was restored. When we
arrived in France, the Depot Company was at British Army H.Q.. and there wers 5 Field
Companies. one to each Army.

Members on Retive Ssrvice in 1917-1918.

¥ Ideut. J. Iynch .
% Lieut. T.A. Vance 1 With Army Headquarters
Lieut. E.F. Davies . Attached to Depot H.QO. Military Survey
¥ Iieut. J.5. Raisbeck ). — With Aust. Corps H.Q. Aust. Topo Section

Sgt. H.P. Clews ' A.H.Q. Depot Survey English Army H.0Q.
Egt. D. Blaikie
X Sgt. A. Clements

%X #&gt. H. Bossiter ¢ 1
»
Sgt. A. Anderson '
i

t. . - i
Sgt. D. Watson With Aust. Corps. Topo. Section

X Sgt. A. Roberts

W.0. H. Shiels i (probably late 1215 onwards)
X W.0. A. Murray .

¥ W.0. H. MacDonald . Served in Egypt or Palestine

Members marked by ¥ are known to have died at time of this article, July 1975.
Raisbeck reports that Shiels and Murray received A.L.F. Commissions. Also that

"Murray received D.C.M. for plane tabling behind the Turkish linea™. This would be
before he was commissioned.



