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Back in May, no one should be surprised, that with no state or federal government 
identified use for the Fortuna site and in an environment of severe budget constraints at both 
levels, Defence announced that it would be advertising a tender in July 2012 to engage a 
marketing agent to assist Defence in selling 
Fortuna.  

All marketing agents both local and 
interstate would have an opportunity to 
submit an offer for services through 
AusTender. 

That reality was cemented this week 
when, the Sale bill boards went up at 
Fortuna. Joint agents Tweed Sutherland and 
Knight Frank have started their sales 
campaign looking for a buyer. You can view 
their presentation at the link shown below 
that also includes a comprehensive set of 
photographs showing the current status of 
the Villa. 
 
http://tsfn.com.au/?pagecall=property&propertyID=2199224 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

However there are a few challenges with the possible sale….. 

Defence has consulted with Heritage Victoria about ongoing heritage management and 
protection measures that should be in place for when the property transfers from 
Commonwealth ownership. 

Until the disposal is finalised, Defence will continue to ensure that the property is secured 
and the heritage elements of the site are protected.  Defence has carried out some 

http://tsfn.com.au/?pagecall=property&propertyID=2199224


 Page 3 
   

 

maintenance work on the buildings and grounds during its occupation of the property.  
Further maintenance work will be carried out prior to disposal as required. 

Following the announcement that Fortuna will be placed on the open real estate market by 
the Federal Government, three involved local groups have formed an active coalition to 
advance a broad case promoting an eventual outcome that has long-term benefits for the 
Bendigo region and the wider community. 
 
The Bendigo Historical Society, the Friends of Fortuna and the Villa Fortuna Action Group 
believe that it will be beneficial if the sale results in some key objectives being met. They 
intend to push for any forthcoming sale to have three important outcomes - outcomes 
relevant to Bendigonians and all Australians of this generation, as well as to forthcoming 
generations. 
 
The sale of the property should allow for the widest possible physical access by people so as 
to appreciate the history, building architecture and beauty of the surrounding grounds and 
that it not be 'locked away' either as a private residence or with a specialized use that would 
preclude community use and access. The widest variety of active community use (as has 
previously been suggested in broad detail) would be the desirable goal. 
 
As a result of the sale, Fortuna should be one of the things that Bendigo will be known for on 
the national and international level, demonstrated by a developing civic pride in the building 
and its gardens matching the already established pride that citizens have for our Shamrock 
Hotel and other notable icons of Bendigo. There are serious tourism and local economy 
implications in this regard. 
 
While there may be scope for some development within the overall site, the Terms of Sale 
should be such that the gardens surrounding the Villa are sensitively retained in their majority 
so as to retain the unique essence of the Lansell era residence. This has been detailed in the 
Heritage Management Plan already put forward by the Commonwealth's special consultants. 
Such recommendations should be mandated so as to protect the visual integrity and other 
features of the property. 
 
President of the Villa Fortuna Action Group, Merle Hall, looks on the situation as one which 
may still offer the prospect of the goals of that group being met. “There seems to be little 
hope now that the State government might buy the site, and in conjunction with Bendigo 
Council manage it in a way similar to what we have been proposing. However, there must 
surely be people in Bendigo who have the vision to work for an outcome that is not just 
surrendering to whatever end-use that might come along with the buyer who has the most 
money to put on the table”. 
 
“In recent years I have been gratified by the growing interest in our local history”, says Jim 
Evans of the Bendigo Historical Society. “Fortuna is one of the tangible corner-stones of the 
foundation of our city and indeed of Victoria through the gold-era entrepreneurship of George 
Lansell”. “Remarkably, he had this magnificent family residence immediately adjacent to the 
noise of the stamping batteries and the production of the gold. We can celebrate a lot of our 
great story right there in Chum Street”. 
 
Pat Thwaites says that the campaign of the Friends of Fortuna organization has not been 
wasted. We have developed a business model for a viable commercial operation at Fortuna 
with no on-going demands on the ratepayers of Bendigo. Mr. Thwaites hopes that a Private 
Public Partnership with the new owner of Fortuna, using a re-working of that same business 
model, may still be possible, supporting a wide range of income generating activities at 
Fortuna whilst keeping the site largely intact. 
 
“Our members, who have largely worked at Fortuna with Defence, know that there is strong 
community interest in the history of Fortuna. Many Defence employees have also had their 
weddings at Fortuna. Wedding receptions, wedding photography and historical tours are just 
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some of many potential income streams available to the new owner within the Business 
Plan”, Mr. Thwaites said. 
 
The coalition of groups supporting Fortuna is confident that there is the potential for more 
Bendigonians to voice their opinion on an exciting and innovative outcome to this sale.  
 
The coalition believes it is not too late to consult with the community and canvass support for 
the development of ideas potentially leading to a publicly accessible site that will operate as a 
viable business. 
 
It believes that there is a mix of residents, business people and experts in various relevant 
fields who can have valuable input into formulating a visionary outcome for Fortuna Villa. It 
believes that at this stage Council has a responsible role to play in sourcing this mix of 
personnel and promoting a 'best possible' outcome for the City of Greater Bendigo.  

 

As you can see from the bill board, tenders for the purchase of Fortuna close 
on 7 December 2012.  We will indeed wait with interest to see what 
eventuates……... 

 

VALE: 
 
 
 
It is with regret that we acknowledge the passing of Bill 
Porter in Bendigo.  Bill was the Army Survey 
Regiment’s Dentist for many years in the 1970’s.  He 
was a quite fellow but he embraced the Unit and 
members warmly and was an active honorary member 
of the Officers Mess. I am sure that many will remember 
him or …..his work. 
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Rememberance Day 2012 

Peter Jensen provided the following information from 
Canberra. 
 
This morning the AWM announced the addition of nine 
names to the Roll of Honour, all soldiers having been 
killed in Afghanistan.  In his Commemorative Address at 
the National Remembrance Day ceremony at the AWM, 
General David Hurley AC DSC, Chief of Defence 
Force, read out the names of the nine soldiers including 
Corporal Ashley BIRT.  
  
Attached for your distribution to your members are 
photographs of the name of Corporal Birt, under the unit 
6th Engineer Support Regiment, of which the 1st 
Topographical Survey Squadron is a sub-unit.  The Topo 
Sqn is mentioned on the AWM website version of the 
Roll of Honour. 

 

 

 

Also from the United States 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         Steve Burke lays a wreath  

 

 

Military Pension Indexation. 
 

As reported in the last Magna Carto, Tony Abbott MP the Leader of the Opposition said that 
“if elected the Coalition would index DFRB and DFRDB Pensions by the greater of the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) or Average Total Male Weekly Earnings (AMWE) in line with 
aged and service pensions”.  
  
In August Wyatt Roy a QLD Coalition MP also provided some follow-up on coalition actions.  

“This week the Coalition is seeking to amend the Veterans' Affairs Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2012 to force the Gillard Labor Government to introduce fair indexation for DFRB and 
DFRDB military superannuants aged 55 and over. 
This amendment, if supported by the Independent Members of the House of 
Representatives, will prevent further debate of the Veterans' Affairs Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2012 until such a time as the Government tables fair indexation legislation for debate.” 
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Bob Katter and the new Australia Party joined the fray with the Media Release in October, 
but taking it one stage further by including MSBS in the proposal. 
 
It is encouraging to still have the issue being raised, but unless the government supports it 
with numbers it is unlikely to actually go anywhere.  Ed. 

 

 

 Bill brings veterans a step closer to fairer pensions  
29 October 2012: KAP Federal Member for Kennedy Bob Katter today introduced legislation that 
requires the Federal Government to bring defence veterans’ pensions in line with aged pensions 
within six months.  
“The Fair Indexation of Military Superannuation Entitlements Bill 2012 is to look after our soldiers. It 
is an expression from the Parliament of Australia, representing the people of Australia, that we 
appreciate what you do,” Mr Katter told the House of Representatives.  
“We appreciate that, if you are in the services now, you will almost certainly be sent to Afghanistan 
at some time and that, if you are sent to Afghanistan, you have a one in 400 or one in 500 chance of 
dying.”  
“And those of us who attend the funerals of the people from our areas—as I attended the funeral of 
Ben Chuck, a commando, in Yungaburra—will never forget them.  
“Yet we say to our troops: 'You are substandard. You do not deserve the same arrangements as other 
pensioners. You do not deserve the arrangements we in this Parliament enjoy.'  
“Our remuneration is tied to average weekly earnings, and our pensions are tied to whichever is the 
better deal out of average weekly earnings and the CPI.  
“But these men who risk their lives for their country are confined to the CPI. Don't you think that 
they are being told that we do not care about them—that they are expendable? Could there be a 
worse message to send to the parents and relatives of Ben Chuck and all the other Ben Chucks?  
“We are moving today that our service men and women get the same deal as everyone else in 
Australia. I cannot see how anyone on either side of this Parliament can hold their head up straight 
or look a soldier or an ex-soldier in the eye unless they support this proposal.  
“We do not do this to blow our own trumpet. We would have been most happy for the Government 
or the Opposition to have moved this.  
“I am quite sure the crossbenchers will very strongly support this bill. It will be voted upon and we 
hope that everyone votes for it. We very strongly commend the bill to the House.”  
The Bill stipulates that indexation of the Defence Force Retirement Benefit Scheme (DFRDBS), the 
Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefit Scheme (DFRDBS) and the Military Superannuation and 
Benefits Scheme (MSBS) be calculated using the same methodology as the Pensioner and Beneficiary 
Living Cost Index under the Social Security Act 1991.  
This method of indexation is the same as the Australian Age and Service Pensions, which are 
currently based on the greatest of Consumer Price Index (CPI), the Pensioner and Beneficiary Living 
Cost Index (PBLCI) or the wages-based measure of Male Total Average Weekly Earning (MTAWE).  

But in response to veterans’ concerns regarding potential misperceptions with other aspects 
of the Social Security Act, Mr Katter today added that the Bill would be amended for greater 
clarification as it progressed through the Parliament. ENDS 

www.ausparty.org.au www.bobkatter.com. au  
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Lost and Found 
Richard Jackson-Hope asks  “Does anyone know if Ross Sonter a member of the 2nd Fld 
Svy Co is still alive or the contact details for his close family. 
He can be contacted on 0409644210, e-mail jackoz40@bigpond.com or Skype aroses9 
 

Dawn Laing informs us that their book 'Here There and Away' is at the printers! What a 

year it has been but we are very happy with the end result and the sales are pleasing the 
publishers and us. 
 
Of the almost 70 authors of all ranks of all three services there are five with Survey 
connections.  While the books will not be released into the bookshops until early next year 
we can promote and sell them through our defence connections, interest and friendship 
groups for delivery before Christmas. All the details are in the attached flyer. 

 

Here, There 

& Away 
Voices of the families of 

those who served 

Compiled by the 

Defence Widows Support Group – ACT 

Published by Big Sky Publishing 

Pre Order Now. 

Delivery in time for Christmas. 

Official release into bookshops early 2013 

A unique collection of heart-warming and entertaining stories from the families of ex-
servicemen across the three branches of the Australian Defence Force. 

The stories cover the period from World War I to more recent times, and celebrate the 
love, care and support given by and to members of the wider defence family as well as the 
resilience these families required in diverse locations and situations. Some stories tug at the 
heart strings, while others are funny in the extreme. From the gates of Changi, through the 
Malayan Emergency and Operation Babylift in Vietnam, to a mercy flight disaster and the day 
Australia lost its Prime Minister, the stories are a mixture of the surprising, enlightening and 
intensely emotional. 
 Here, There & Away paints a vivid picture of the ups and downs of everyday life for 
military families. A literary first, this collection is also an important contribution to Australian 
social and military history. 

Cost is $19.99 
Pre-orders can be made through the Big Sky Publishing website: 

www.bigskypublishing.com.au. Postage of $6.95 will be charged for one or two books 
ordered through the website or directly from 
Big Sky Publishing. However, for orders of 
$50+, postage is free. 
 
 

Earlier in the year, Fred Brown from the WA 
Association was passing through Bendigo as 
he is known to do and caught up with some of 
the locals for lunch at the RSL. 
Seen here is Gary, Cath and Rowan Gillies, 
Fred with Chris and Doug Carswell. 
 

mailto:jackoz40@bigpond.com
http://www.bigskypublishing.com.au/
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Not a Plane Table but what is it? 
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“Ian” in Bendigo kindly allowed me to take some photos of what appears to be a wrist 
mounted plane table. This interesting Department of Defence item dated 1909 has an original 
sketch map of Hawley in the UK that is believed to be near Aldershot.  The sketch map was 
produced by the then Captain John Charles Edward Douglas and is dated May17th 1915. He 
died from wounds later that year in France. Thanks Ian. 
 
Can anyone expand on the use of the instrument that has a magnetic compass on the 
face and a protractor on the underside with the wrist strap?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary Phillips writes:  The Anniversary of 50 years will happen in 2015, when the first 
Battalion of Australian military personnel I RAR and support elements including 1st Armoured 
Personnel Carrier (APC) Squadron arrived in Vietnam and commenced operations. 

This may be our last time that we can leave an understanding of our commitment and what 
the legacy is of Vietnam to Australia and our Families. 

This date would be appropriate to return and honour our fallen by holding a memorial service, 
in Vietnam. If any body is interested please email a reply of interest to this email address. 
Memorial@Internode.on.net.au 

mailto:Memorial@Internode.on.net.au
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This article appeared in the Sun Herald 9 Sep 12 and attracted a great deal of interest 
especially because it also included JK Nolan who later became Director of the Survey Corps. 
The photo below is the better quality one not the one printed in the article. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seymour Vietnam Commemorative Walk Opening 
 
You may recall in the last Magna Carto a request for Vietnam maps in support of this 
Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk project. 
 
 The Wall, which will include both the names of all Australian veterans who served and the 
photographic timeline, is now in the hands of the manufacturers. 
We want to thank you for your generosity in sharing your photos (many of which have never 
been seen before) - you have helped us to create a wonderfully special place to 
commemorate Aussie service in Vietnam. Our sincere apologies go to those whose photos 
didn't make it through the selection - it was a long and very difficult process due to the sheer 
quality and volume of photos you shared with us. 
 
A special thank you to 
our New Zealand 
friends and veterans 
who also contributed 
their own photographs 
to the Wall. 
 
We would love to see 
you at the opening  
along with your family, 
friends and other 
veterans. We couldn't 
have done it without 
you. 
 
Carolynne Burgess 

burgess.signs@bigpond.com 
www.vvaavic.org.au/mitchell.asp. 

burgess.signs@bigpond.com
http://www.vvaavic.org.au/mitchell.asp
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Engineer School to move 
Construction to accommodate SME’s move to Holsworthy Barracks, as well as other new 
area facilities include: 

 A base entry precinct to improve security 
and ease traffic congestion on Heathcote Road. 

 New live-in accommodation and local training areas for SME. 

 A new 5 Bde multi-user depot. 

  A new Holsworthy area mess. 

 A new Holsworthy physical fitness complex. 

 A new area chapel. 

 Working accommodation for ADF cadets. 
SME training facilities 
A MAJOR construction project proposes to relocate 13 Defence units and four other facilities 
from Steele Barracks in Moorebank to nearby Holsworthy Barracks over the next three years. 
 
The School of Military Engineering (SME) is the major unit to make the move, with the project 
to include construction of several new facilities. The proposed new facilities will include a 
Holsworthy area mess, a physical fitness complex, an area chapel, a 5 Bde multi-user depot, 
and accommodation and training facilities for SME. 

 
Subject to Parliamentary approval, 
construction is due to start late 
this year and last until late 2015, 
but unit relocations from 
Moorebank must be complete by 
the end of 2014 to allow 
development to start in 2015 of 
the Moorebank intermodal 
container freight terminal.  

The terminal, to be built on the Steele 
Barracks site, aims to reduce road 
freight traffic in Sydney and the first 
stage is planned to be operational by 
mid 2017. 
The first completed facilities at 
Holsworthy will be occupied from 2014, 
while the 5 Bde 
buildings and the new physical fitness 
complex will be completed in mid-to-
late 2015. 
As part of the staged construction, some of the units involved will occupy temporary facilities 
before moving into their new buildings. The amalgamation of construction engineers under 
6ESR means 17 Const Sqn, currently located at Holsworthy Barracks is expected to move to 
RAAF Base Amberley in Queensland as part of another construction project awaiting 
approval. SME has been based at Steele Barracks since 1940. 
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OFFICIAL LAUNCH: Royal Australian Engineers Foundation Website 

01 July 2012 

 
As part of the 110th birthday celebrations for Army’s Corps of Royal Australian Engineers, the 
Royal Australian Engineers (RAE) Foundation is proud to officially launch its new website at 
www.raefoundation.org.au on 1st July 2012. 
 
Created to support the cause of Australia’s past and present Sappers (a term used to 
describe military engineers), the website is a key part of promoting the Foundation’s 
message and aims. 
 
“The Sapper community in Australia has a proud tradition of service to our nation,” said 
(retired) Colonel John Wertheimer, Chairman of the RAE Foundation. “The Foundation seeks 
to honour that tradition while looking to serve the interests of current and future Sappers and 
their families.” 
 
The RAE Foundation is a charitable, not-for-profit organisation with five objectives: 

• assist with the welfare of RAE personnel and their dependants 
• support projects that enhance the image of the RAE Corps 
• maintain Australia's military engineering heritage 
• conduct research and produce histories of Australian military engineering 
• encourage excellence in military engineering. 
 

“The Royal Australian Engineers have served Australia since 1902, performing tasks such as 
designing and building roads and bridges, demolishing obstacles and clearing landmines or 
other explosive hazards,” said John Wertheimer. “In this latter task, particularly in recent 
deployments to Afghanistan, casualties suffered by RAE personnel have regrettably led to an 
expanded role for the RAE Foundation. Noting the ethos of our first objective, recent 
operations have highlighted the need for support such as ours,” he said. 
 
“Our suite of programs includes welfare support programs for soldiers who are injured and 
the families of those killed while serving. We also work with industry to find employment 
opportunities for soldiers who can no longer serve, but still have valuable skills for employers. 
We see this as a hand-up for the soldier, rather than a hand-out,” said John Wertheimer. 
 
“Sappers are a tight-knit community and always have been. The Foundation is one way for 
those of us who have served to give something back to the Corps, and to those serving 
soldiers who are writing its history today.” 
 
Media Contact: 
Major Matt Prior, RAE 
Communications Manager, RAE Foundation 
Tel: 02 6266 8519/  0477 319 470          Email: matthew.prior@defence.gov.au 

 

 
 

http://www.raefoundation.org.au/
mailto:matthew.prior@defence.gov.au
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Bendigo Happy Hours 
 

Happy Hours are held on the First Friday of each month at the Gold Mines Hotel Marong 
Road, Bendigo.  (03) 54436175  Meals are available if you wish.  See you there. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary, Tracey and John Philips at 
the November Happy Hour at the 
Gold Mines Hotel, celebrating 
Tracey’s retirement and making 
sure everything is ok for the AGM 
to be held on Friday Nov 23  
 
 
 
 
 

Magna Carto Postal Distribution 
 
The  Magna Carto is no longer distributed largely by post.   
If you have not already contacted us to arrange Magna Carto in hard copy form through the 
post then we request that you advise the secretary as soon as possible. Please confirm your 
desired postal address. 
 
The Secretary, Tracey Phillips 
ExFortuna Survey Association 
PO Box 613  Golden Square  VIC  3555  
 
 (03) 5449 5689 or (03) 5449 6330 (AH)   or phipsys@tpg.com.au 
 

The Magna Carto is available through the ExFortuna Survey Association Homepage.  
www.exfortunasvy.org.au  If you haven’t visited the site yet, go and have a look. It includes 
previous Magna Carto and photos. 
 
Membership Remains at $10 per year and we are able to accept Internet Banking Transfers 
Name: Ex Fortuna Survey Association  BSB: 633-000  Account No: 101109718 
Reference:  “Your Name” 
It is also requested that those paying by Internet Transfer, Email Tracey on 
phipsys@tpg.com.au  
 

2012 AGM 
 

The 2012 AGM is to be held at the Gold Mines Hotel Marong Road, 
Bendigo.  (03) 54436175 on Friday 23 Nov 2012.  
Drinks at 1700hrs with meeting start at 1730hrs.  As usual this will be 
a short but informative meeting.   
Please come along even for a short while to enjoy the company and 
ensure that we have enough numbers for a quorum. Bar snacks 
provided.  A bistro meal is available for anyone wishing to stay on after 
the meeting. Please come. 

http://www.exfortunasvy.org.au/
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