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The Birthday celebrations for the 95th anniversary of the formation of the Royal 

Australian Survey Corps held at Bendigo on “Corps Day” should be hailed a success 
on many different levels.  Mainly because those that came had a great time.  Like 
many of these functions held in the past there were those that often attend but then 
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also there were those that have not been before. It is this combination that helps 
make the functions so interesting and memorable.  Among others, attendance by 
Max Neil and Harry Hansen were notable.  I knew that it was going to be a good one 
when almost double the expected number turned up to the initial welcome function at 
the Bendigo RSL.  

 
                                     One of the tables at the RSL 
 
 
 
                                                                        Max Neil and Doug Carswell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry Hansen, Kym Weston and  
Brett van Leeuwin 

 
 
 

 
The dinner function held in the All Seasons Quality Resort Conservatory 

proved to be ideal as we had the whole venue to ourselves. With little formality the 
dinner allowed those attending to catch up on sometimes 40 or more years. I must 
thank those attending for coming such long distances to make the function special, 
with all states being represented.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Graham Ragless responded on behalf 

of the guests with words that resonated with 
everyone present.  
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It was not only the 
blokes that enjoyed the 
get together 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Litho was again well represented  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         and Survey and types as well 
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The Dinner provided the ideal opportunity for the ExFortuna Survey Association to launch its 
long awaited Homepage.  www.exfortunasvy.org.au  If you haven’t visited the site yet, go and 
have a look. It includes previous Magna Carto and photos. 
 

 
 
 
 
The dinner was attended by about 170 and then the following day over 125 fronted up again 
for the BBQ lunch at the Tyson’s Reef Hotel. Dave Lampton Young put on a great spread. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  At the Tyson’s Reef 
 
 
 
 

http://www.exfortunasvy.org.au/
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Members of Carto gathered for a photo 
 

 
                                                                    Dale Hudson provided some                          
                                                                    “Country” entertainment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
                “Happy Birthday!!!” 
 
 
 
 
      A presentation to Dave Lampton Young  
                                                                      for his assistance with the day 
 

Also present were two current serving Majors, 
Del Madge and Darryl South, congratulations on 
your promotions. 
The list of attendees is shown below. Thanks 
everyone for coming, hope you all had a great 
time. 
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Stuart Adrain Peter Dillion Denis Marshall Marie Sheahan 

Greg Anderson Verity Dixon Joy Marshall Bob Skitch 

John Anderson Julie Edwards Tony McCarthy Donna Smalley 

Jim Ash Terry Edwards Wendy McCarthy Phil Smalley 

Tracey Ash Margaret Ellis Brenton McDonald Daryl South 

Bob Auselbrook Michael Ellis Marg McDonald Helen South 

Dianne Auselbrook Carmel Fauth Stu Midgley Stacey Stamatis 

Paul Baker Ian Fitzgerald David Miles Dianne Stone 

Barbara Bates-Brownsword Carol Flynn Pam Miles Neville Stone 

Peter Bates-Brownsword Mick Flynn Darryl Miller Robert Straube 

Jodi Bingley John Gilbert Joy Milton Santina Straube 

Russell Bingley Kath Golding Russell Milton Peter Swandale 

Marg Biorac Frank Gould Bronette Minelli Don Swiney 

Peter Biorac Susan Gould Lesley Mortimer Glen Swiney 

Bill Black George Graham Alex Munro Jane Symonds 

Jan Black Pat Graham Dave Murphy Stuart Symonds 

Andrew Boath Cheryl Hague Max Neil Anne Tempest 

Alison Bodman Peter Hague Gavin Neilson John Tempest 

Mick Bodman Harry Hansen Rien O'Mara Stuart Thaxter 

Rob Bogumil Stevo Hinic Susie O'Shea Bob Thrower 

Vicki Bond Daryl Hockings Brian Partridge Margaret Thrower 

William Boyd Barry Hogan Sue Partridge George Timmins 

Cameron Bramich Cheryl Hook Brian Pendlebury Peter Treble 

Robert Bruce John Hook Gail Pendlebury Sharon Treble 

Joel Burgun Paul Hopes Brad Peppler Nick Van Dalen 

Sherie Burke Neil Houston Leah Peppler Brett 
Van 
Leeuwen 

Steve Burke Simon Hrabe Jenny Peters Juana 
Van 
Leeuwen 

Simon Capp Dale Hudson Ken Peters Rick Vanderbom 

Susan Capp David Irving John Phillips Maureen Vote 

Chris Carswell Brian Johnson Tracey Phillips Stan Vote 

Doug Carswell Jenny Johnson Lesley Presser Gary Warnest 

Jeff Chait Graham Johnston Peter Presser Judith Warnest 

Jenny Chait Bill Jones Jeff Prince Anne Warren 

Jenny Chapman Leigh Jones Graham Ragless Andrew Warwick 

Phil Chapman Jim Kernaghan Stuart Ridge Faye Weston 

Yvonne Cocker Dawn Laing Bob Rogister Kym Weston 

Doc Commons John Lane Kathy Rogister Lea Wicker 

Heidi Commons Sandy Lane Karen Rothwell TJ Wicker 

Jenny Coulthard Frank Lenane Wayne Rothwell Darren Wilkinson 

Noel Coulthard Kate Lenane Ginny Rowe Jeff Willey 

Dick Crawford Barry Lutwyche Greg Rowe Lynette Willey 

Colin Cuskelly Bob Lutwyche Tom Royle Bob Williams 

Maz Cuskelly Harald Mai Wendy Royle Graeme Williams 

Julie Davis Maggie Mai Adrian Rynberk Nola Williams 

Paul Davis Pauline Mannix Clare Rynberk Rusty Williams 

Jo De Laine Robyn Marsh Annette Saddler Doug Willis 

Rhys De Laine Trevor Marsh Kath Saunders Deb Zasillo 

Al Derby 
  

Lindsay Saunders 
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What of Fortuna Villa 
 

At the anniversary dinner, I was able to announce that the Victorian State 
Government had just lodged an expression of interest in the purchase of Fortuna Villa.  The 
State Government had applied for a three month extension for the closing of expressions of 
interest and had only just lodged its interest on the last day of its extension.  Since then its 
been like the vacuum on a contact frame.  The up and coming Victorian state election has 
been the dominating news item and in particular the multi million dollar commitment to a new 
Bendigo Hospital and the completion of the rebuilding of all the High schools in the Bendigo 
region.  Even a $750 000 grant to help repair the St Pauls Cathedral has a mention.  Nothing 
at all has been heard about Fortuna. 

Defence true to its word has maintained security at the site and just as well because 
there have been several attempts at vandalism already. What of the Villa’s future.  
Proponents for the use of Fortuna as an “arts precinct” have hit a snag as the Abbots ford 
Convent model that has been proposed is experiencing difficulties itself.  
The Convent located in central Melbourne with far better opportunities than a regional 
establishment is having funding problems. The initial funding of $4 million dollars was 
granted on the condition there would be no more state government funding. It now appears 
that despite the best efforts of many hard working volunteers over many years, they are 
having trouble maintaining a clarity of mission within the board.  There is apparently tension 
between entrepreneurial directors and community-focused directors wanting different things 
to make more money for the Convent.  More money would allow the Convent to restore, fit 
out and use the vast array of facilities and spaces on the site. While the spaces used are 
vibrant, much space is unused. It would cost millions of dollars to upgrade them. In the early 
days they had explored options of residential apartments but that was not considered 
desirable.  
 There are many similarities between the Convent and Fortuna and just as many, or 
more challenges.  Even the local arts community has realised the enormous funding liability 
to setup and maintain a second Bendigo “arts precinct”.  
 DIGO moved out of Fortuna in late 2008 and here we are in late 2010, two years later 
no closer to a resolution or even a plan for the future of the Villa site.  The site must be in 
danger of history repeating itself and returning to the state seen by Major Bill Sarle when he 
made his inspection in 1942.   
 Any use that the Villa can be put to must include a viable and ongoing funding model 
and it would appear at this stage that it is just too hard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The locked gates that now protect the Villa from vandals were hand forged by Mr Thomas 
Pearce a highly skilled Cornish blacksmith. Legend has it that he created the gates without 
first making a plan. He was employed at Fortuna in 1898 when it was still owned by George 
Lansell and retired from Fortuna in 1923 aged 73. 
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Turriff (The WRAAC Barracks Carpenter Street, Bendigo) 
 

Belinda  and Dale O’Meara  have sent us this request,  CAN YOU HELP!!! 

 
We are the current owners of Turriff in Quarry Hill and we recently had a visit from one of your 
Association members who gave us your contact details - Leslie O'Mara. As I am sure you would 
be aware, Leslie and many of her female colleagues lived here at Turriff when it was owned by 
the Army. 
 
We consider ourselves very fortunate to be the custodians of one of Bendigo’s stately homes and 
we are implementing restoration and conservation works to complement the work started by the 
previous owners. 
 
We are also trying to establish a comprehensive historical record for Turriff. To date we have 
been surprised at how little information has been documented for such a grand residence, and 
can only assume that the historians have concentrated on pre Federation buildings. 
 
We have written to Defence Housing asking for information about Turriff however as yet we have 
not received a reply. We wanted to ask if you would be willing to canvas your membership? We 
are particularly interested in photographs however any information of any kind would be useful, 
for example technical information, or simply interesting stories about life here as a WRAC. Our 
aim is to compile a comprehensive historical record of the property from its construction in 1906, 
and the time the Army owned the building from the 1950s through until the 1990s is a large part 
of that history. 
 
Of course if we can assist your Association in return we would be very happy to do so. I believe 
you have a significant 100 year milestone coming up so perhaps Turriff could host a gathering of 
members who lived here, or something along those lines. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Belinda and Dale O'Meara. 
omeara777@optusnet.com.au 
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Goldmines Hotel  
 
The Goldmines Hotel once owned by Eddie “Mootes” Espesito and a favourite watering hole 
for some, at the back gate of Fortuna is on the market again.  Eddie served at Fortuna in 
uniform during WW2 and later was the unit civilian electrician.  He kept his job at Fortuna 
through his innovative and undocumented electrical wiring of the site.  Fortuna was 
completely rewired once he retired.  I wonder what the wiring in the Hotel is like? 
Got a spare million dollars ! 

 
Vale 
 
Harry Raisebeck unfortunately passed away in Melbourne several weeks short of his 100th 
birthday and Ann Eddy wife of Peter Eddy has also lost her fight with illness in WA. Check 
the other Association Newsletters for more details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob Armstrong shown here with many well known Corps identities served in Survey 
between 1967 and 1973 mainly at Bendigo. Bob passed away in mid August in Melbourne.  I 
knew him when he was running the Officers Mess before the arrival of Catering Corps 
members. Bob also supervised the stewards at Mess functions. How many of these can you 
identify? 
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Steve Wainwright is shown here with his 1989 peers at Bendigo (photo extract from 
Mapmakers of Fortuna). Steve served in Survey as a Carto Tech from 1983-95 and was a 
Sergeant on resignation. He had instructed at Kapooka. He passed away suddenly in Griffith 
mid September (much too early). Andy and Gloria Lucas attended his funeral from Bendigo. 
Many of his fellow Harley bikers helped farewell him.  
 

 
John (Jock) Kay John served as a Sergeant in Survey from 1964-76. Alex 
Cairney advised that John  lost his battle with leukaemia in Caboolture last 
week. He was farewelled by Survey Corps members at Caboolture on 19 Oct 
2010 aged 66.  
 
 
 

        
                           Australian Army Museum of Military Engineering 
 
Peter Raue advises that there is a free exhibition running at the Museum 
from 18 Oct – 8 Dec 2010 to celebrate the formation of the first Engineer 
Unit within Australia. It was a volunteer Unit formed in Victoria in November 
1860. Museum Steele Barracks Moorebank Ave, Moorebank. (02)87824385 
Official Opening Sat 13 Nov 1430hrs see website for details and RSVP. 

 
PNG Plaque  

 
Bob Skitch announces that they continue to 
target the 11th November 2010 for the unveiling 
and dedication of the plaque commemorating 
the service of the RA Survey units that served in 
Papua and New Guinea during World War Two.  
This is the mockup of the brass plaque to be 
produced.  ExFortuna has provided funds to 
assist in its production.   
Some have expressed concern that the plaque 
makes no mention of post WW2 Survey 
activities in PNG, especially those of 8 Field 
Survey Squadron. The intention however, was 
to honour those WW2 survey units that served 
in Papua and New Guinea during WW2. Future 
plaques can cover the significant post WW2 
contribution. 
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Gentlemen the Queen 
 

This painting lived at Fortuna for a number of years and Tansy Curtin, current curator of the 
Bendigo Art Gallery recently described its restoration in this Bendigo Advertiser article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2010 AGM 

 
The 2010 AGM is to be held at the Bendigo RSL Board Room on Friday 19 Nov 2010 at 
1730hrs.  As usual this will be a short but informative meeting combined with the third Friday 
of the month drinks.  Please come along for a short while to enjoy the company and ensure 
that we have enough numbers for a quorum. Bar snacks provided.  A bistro meal is available 
for anyone wishing to stay on after the meeting and Happy Hour. 
The Bendigo RSL is at 73-75 Havilah Road. (03) 5442 2950. See you there. 
 

Magna Carto Postal Distribution 
 
This will be last Magna Carto distributed largely by post.  Now that we have our new web site 
it is intended that future issues will be distributed digitally and be available from the web site.  
This has been done in the interests of economy, to reduce both reproduction and postage 
costs.  The committee understands that a number of our members do not have access to 
computers and therefore we will continue to distribute some copies of Magna Carto by post.  
It is our belief that the majority of our members will be happy obtaining a full colour version 
electronically. 
If you wish to continue to receive Magna Carto in hard copy form through the post then we 
request that you advise the secretary as soon as possible. Please confirm your desired 
postal address. 
 
The Secretary, Tracey Phillips 
ExFortuna Survey Association 
PO Box 613  Golden Square  VIC  3555  
 
 (03) 5449 5689 or (03) 5449 6330 (AH)   or phipsys@tpg.com.au 
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