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Third Friday of the
Month “Happy
Hours” a winner .......

The South Australian Association hold informal get togethers on the first Friday of each month
whilst the Queensland Association have a similar gathering on the last Friday of each month. Taking
the lead from the traditions set by these two kindred Associations the Ex-Fortuna Association has
instigated a similar informal get-together on the third Friday of each month. The function is held in the
member’s lounge of the RSL facility at Havilah Road and since its inception in July it has been well
supported each month. The function commences at 1700hrs and the Association provides some bar
shacks. Itis hoped that holding the function regularly each month will allow any visiting members
passing through to plan their visit to coincide with the function and provide them with the opportunity to
catch up with some of their old friends.

No formal returns are needed, so that if you are free at that time please just drop in and have
a chat. Any interstate visitors are encouraged to let us know so that we can pass the word around.

Thanks must go to Steve Burke who is on the RSL committee who suggested the idea on the
completion of the new RSL Member’s Bar renovations.

Whilst most attending stay for an hour or so, remember that Bistro meals are also available at
the RSL. Continue to come along and make the Happy Hour worthwhile for all those attending.

The South Australian Association meets on the First Friday of each month at the Saracens

Head, give Darby a call if you are in the area 08 8277 7074. The QLD Assoc meet at the Gaythorne
RSL on the last Friday of the month.
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Some of those attending the August “Happy hour”

More at the August Happy hour, please note that members and their partners are welcome.
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Doug Carswell and Rowan Gillies hard
at work at their new occupation since
retiring recently. Gary and Phil Smalley
give them a hand.

Brett van Leeuwin “Dutchy”
Eric Nicholson and Colin Cuskelly,
Donna Smalley (practicing signing)
and Glen Swiney

Stuart Symonds and Sherri Burke in the
new Member’s Bar area that looks out
onto the new outdoor area
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Fortuna Public Meeting 2 May 2006

The President of the Bendigo Historical Society Jim Evans organised a public meeting earlier
in the year and called for expressions of interest or ideas for the use of the Fotuna Villa once Defence
vacate it. The meeting was chaired by David Jones the Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo in the
reception room in the Town hall area that was used to launch the Mapmakers book.

Many local speakers presented ideas and suggestions for the future use of the villa. A large
number of people attended the meeting. Don Swiney was one of the many speakers and he tried to
give the audience some perspective of the realities of the property and potential costs. Many
speakers had romantic proposals for the use of the building but lacked sound business plans to
support them.

No real solution was achieved as an outcome of this meeting although it did give an indication
that there was a desire for continued public access to Fortuna and preferably that it remain in public
ownership or at least some of it.

Jim Evans here speaking to the
audience at the public meeting. The
Mayor David Jones is to his right.

Fortuna Behind the Facade

This was the title to an information session put on by the National Trust of Victoria on 14 Nov
2006 as part of its 50" anniversary celebrations. It was essentially an historical information session
about Fortuna that was open to the public. The venue was again the town hall reception rooms and
the evening was well attended. The audience was primarily comprised of equal groups of Lansell
decendents, members of the Bendigo branch of the National Trust, ExFortuna members and
interested members of the public.

Bev Carter a Lansell descendent who is currently writing the Lansell family history gave a very
informative presentation on the Lansell family. Dr Charles Faye (Valerie Lovejoy’s Latrobe University
supervisor for the mapmakers book) gave a presentation on the period when George Lansell was back
in England and his mine manager Isaac Dyson occupied the villa. Valerie Lovejoy then gave a very
professional presentation on the period that the Army occupied the property. This was followed by a
brief presentation on the architecture of the building.

City of Greater Bendigo Futures Director Stan Liacos then gave an update on the progress of
the future use of the villa and grounds. He was much more reserved than he was at the public
meeting held in May, but indicated that it was the intent that Fortuna be available for public enjoyment
and remain in public hands. He confirmed Defence’s intention to dispose of the property and Senator
Michael Ronaldson’s statement of offering the building to the City of Greater Bendigo for one dollar.
He also indicated that there had currently been two meetings with the Commonwealth Government but
that much work and consequently time was still needed to determine the best land use for the site.
The aim in determining the final land use included continued and sustainable public access. He also
recognised that the short and long term costs needed to be managed and minimised before the asset
was transferred to the City. He recognised that members from all three tiers of government would
need to be involved for a successful outcome to be achieved. The bottom line was that he thought
that it was likely that a commercial use would underpin the sustainability of the public use.
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The audience at the “Fortuna
Behind the Facade” presentation

Defence Heritage Melbourne have commenced work on and around the villa. Some asbestos will be
removed from around the outside of the building and then recladded and painted. Following this the
stables will be painted inside and out, the roman fountain will be worked on, fixing the rising damp
problem on the lower ground floor in a couple of rooms, painting of external timber at top of villa is also
scheduled and the big metal gantry on top of the villa is scheduled to be stripped back to bare metal,
rust proofed and painted.

FORTUNA Villa - Maintenance and Conservation Issues

At the behest of Defence Heritage, Elizabeth Little, a heritage architect with Woodhead International of
Adelaide has conducted an inspection of works needed at Fortuna. Discussion of a number of
maintenance and conservation issues was undertaken at Fortuna in March 2005 and the following
issues were identified:

Cracking and movement of brick gate posts - The movement that was evident to the brick gate posts
(adjacent to the steps below the Tavern) was most likely being caused by the root system of the
adjacent tree. Reconstruction of the posts and wall has been undertaken with lime-based mortar to be
compatible with any softer, older clay bricks that were recycled.

Paint flaking to timberwork The paint finish to external timber elements including windows, doors,
verandah balustrade and bargeboards is peeling and flaking in a number of areas. Repainting of
external timber elements within the short term will significantly prolong the life of the timber. Only small
areas of timber currently require replacement.

Rising damp - The most extensive areas of rising damp are to the lower ground floor rooms adjacent
to the 'moat' under the main entry steps (old Sergeant's Mess bar area). The situation will be
monitored to assess the problem after the removal of the redundant plant and equipment adjacent to
the wall.

Falling damp - The area of damp damage to the eastern end of the main office (old orderly room/music
room) should be repaired and repainted, probably due to a leaking downpipe (now repaired) externally
adjacent to this area.

Terrazzo steps - The reinforcing to the terrazzo steps at the eastern entry door has been exposed and

will corrode and cause further deterioration to the steps. Terrazzo repairs will involve cutting away
sufficient material to treat the reinforcing and matching the aggregate and colour.
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Lake retaining wall - The collapsed section of the retaining wall of the lake will be rebuilt, which may
require the reconstruction of portions of the wall eitiler side. It is not considered necessary to rebuild
the entire length of wall at this stage, although an ongoing process of repairs is more than likely.

Parquetry floor - The condition of the parquetry floor does not warrant replacement at this stage
(based on the assumption that the existing parquetry is the original) and should be retained if possible.
The floor should be cleaned and resealed with an appropriate product and if the current use of the
room is maintained, a floor covering such as carpet be laid to protect the parquetry from such wear.

Weed Infestation - Whilst an important issue, the maintenance of the grounds associated with Fortuna
Villa in the context of the current scope of works is considered a lower priority. The lake looks more
like a wetland swamp at the moment (good for the ducks though)

Asbestos lining boards - Defence policy on asbestos states that all known asbestos should be
removed and replaced with an alternate product by 2008. Whilst this directive should be met, it is not
considered an urgent task as the lining boards appear sound and do not pose any immediate OH&S
risk.

Cracked glass to conservatory - This item is considered a cosmetic issue and need not be addressed
at present.

Other Issues - The roofing generally appears in good condition, but will be monitored for loose fixings,
corrosion and Idamaged flashings. The balustrade to the east verandah is 890mm high whilst the
Building Code of Australia requires a minimum height for balustrades of 1000mm. Consideration may
also need to be given to providing disabled access should major works be undertaken to the building,
or a change in use be desired.

Budget - The budget allocated for these works and others that become necessary is $1.2 million for
the entire site, $850,000 which is to be expended on the Villa in the next few years. Most of that
money will be spent in the later years to minimize disruptions to DIGO staff.

Prepared by Stuart Symonds from a report by Defence Heritage.

Bob Thrower turns 50 and
at a theme night under his
new pergola many of his
friends and family
gathered in October to
help him celebrate.
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Seen plenty of 4WD'’s around
these days, but not like this one
owned by Bendigo’s Gordon and
Dot Haswell (opposite). The
number plate is a unique
“RASVY-1" Gordon tells me that it
has also been in the lake like
other vehicles we know of but this
one was not in the Fortuna lake it
was in Lake Burley Griffin. No
real surprise to find out that his
other vehicle is “RASVY-2"

Vale

The Association acknowledges the passing of Warren Chadwick on 10 April in a
single car accident at Maiden Gully near Bendigo. Warren was another one of
those “Characters of the Corps” and was a strong supporter of the Association over
many years. Warren an ex tanky with his indented scar across his forehead was
the transport corporal at Fortuna. He was well known to all who served at the
Regiment over those years. After leaving the army warren worked at Empire
Rubber in Bendigo for years before full retirement and sadly the loss of his wife
Moreen a few years earlier.
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The Australian Defence Medal
For those who have not yet applied for the medal here is the application form and instructions.

Department of Defence

Application for the Australian Defence Medal

Guidelines for completidn

The Australian Defence Medal (ADM) has been established to recognise serving and former Australian Defence Force (ADF)
Regular and Reserve personnel who have demonstrated their commitment and contribution to the nation by serving for at least
four years, or, completion of their initial term of engagement, whichever is the lesser.

Who is eligible?

In addition, eligibility for the ADM will be extended to ex-service personnel who:

« have died in service;

* have been medically discharged with a compensatory impairment at the time of their discharge, thus rendering them
unable to serve the required minimum qualifying period; or

* have honourably served but, due to some Defence workplace enlistment policies of the time (as determined by the
Chief of the Defence Force), were unable to serve the required minimum qualifying period.

Documents required for verification of service

All applications for the ADM will need to undergo a verification process to ensure that all information provided is true and correct.
This process will be greatly assisted by applicants providing documentation that verifies all service in the ADF. Certified true
copies (no originals please) of documents will be accepted as proof of service, eg:

« Certificate of Service

s Certificate of Discharge

» Extracts of service records

« Details of any Long Service Awards received.

These documents should be certified by a Justice of the Peace or other authorised person (see Certification of Documents page).
Please note that if these documents are NOT provided, there may be significant delays in assessing the application.

If an applicant does not have supporting documentation, the Directorate of Honours and Awards (DHA) will check applicants
service records to verify an entitiement (or otherwise) to the ADM.

Information for those with Reserve service

Members of the Reserves (serving and ex-serving) will need to supply supporting documentation with their application. They may
provide documentation signed by their unit Commanding Officer that certifies their service as efficient and in line with the medal
regulations. Please note that failure to do so will mean the applicant may incur lengthy delays due to the amount of
manual checking required to verify Reserve service.

Non-Effective Service

Non-Effective Service of 21 days or more will not be counted towards the ADM, as will any other Non-Effective Service as
determined by Defence policy. Normally, only service rendered under Defence conditions of service and remunerated at Service
rates of pay may be taken into account as qualifying service for awards awarded by time. Service in the Standby Reserve or
Ready Reserve where no training commitment applies will not be taken into account as qualifying service.

Application forms for further medal entitiements
The application forms for the ADM can only be used to apply for the ADM. All other medal applications must be made separately.

Application forms for the Anniversary of National Service 1951-1972 Medal, the Pingat Jasa Malaysia, and the generic application
form (for all other service medals and long service awards) can be obtained by calling the DHA on 1800 111 321, or can be
downloaded from the Honours and Awards website at the following link:
hitp://www.defence.gov.au/dpe/dpe_site/honours_awards/resources/forms/forms.htm_

Completing the Australian Defence Medal application form (Form AD 497)

« Please use BLOCK letters only.

« Some fields on each form are mandatory and must be completed as appropriate.

¢ Please complete the entire form and provide details of ALL ADF service, and provide documents to verify service.

« There is enough room for listing two separate periods of mixed service on the form; if more room is needed, attach additional
pages. This is in relation to service in two or more arms of the ADF.

« Applications will be processed in order of receipt and are subject to verification by the Department of Defence. However,
applicants who do not include documents to verify service will experience delays with their application.

« Please attach certified true copies (no originals please) of Certificate of Service or Certificate of Discharge etc.

» Posthumous and unclaimed Medals or Awards for deceased ex-serving members will be issued to the beneficiary of the estate
of the deceased member.

« The application form (AD 497) must be witnessed and certified by a Justice of the Peace or other authorised person.

Fraudulent claims

Persons who submit fraudulent applications based on a statutory declaration may be subject to prosecution under Section 11 of
the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended, which states in part that:

A person must not intentionally make a false statement in a statutory declaration.

Penalty: Imprisonment for 4 years.

Falsely claiming entitlement to the ADM, and then subsequently wearing the award, is an offence under Section 80B of the
Defence Act 1903 - Improper use of service decorations. This offence is also punishable by fine and/or imprisonment.
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AD 497 Department of Defence

Revised Mar 2006 " . .
Application for the Australian Defence Medal
AUSTRALIA :
STATUTORY DECLARATION

* To be completed by the FORMER Service member. All deletions or corrections are to be initialled.
« Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory and must be completed.

|, (Fulf name)
Here insert the title and full name of person making this declaration.
of, (Full address) Postcode
Telephone Mobile Date of birth
Include area code
Email

do solemnly and sincerely declare that | served in the Australian Defence Forces and that my details were as follows:
Details of Service (Complete box (2) only if service was mixed).

[Rank on termination | Service number(s) * Date of enlistment * Date of discharge *
Branch of Service (1) * (Specify) Type of Service *
Navy D Army |:| Air Force [] Other ]:!IP Regular D Reserve [:I
Rank on termination | Service number(s) Date of enlistment Date of discharge
Branch of Service (2) (Specify) Type of Service B
Navy[ |  Amy[ ]  AirForce[ |  Other [ Regular [ |  Reserve | |

Defence Long Service Awards

Have you been awarded a Long Service Medal?
Yes (Please specify below) I; No [ ]

Did you render National
Service? *

1 =8 Long Service and |- N

Defence Force Service Medal | | Reserve Force Medal | | Good Conduct Medal ] Yes [ | o[ ]
Defence Long Service Medal [ | Reserve Force Decoration ||
Other long service medal [ [Please specify, with date qualified

Use and disclosure of personal information ,

DHA may contract out to third party entities the assessment and despatch functions of certain Defence medals. In the future,
some despatch functions may be undertaken by overseas entities. Accordingly, DHA will disclose some of your personal
information such as name, postal address and service number to these contracted third parties. However, it is only for the
purposes of assessment, engraving, despatch and correspondence in regards to medals entitiements. By signing this
application form you acknowledge this disclosure.

Declaration
| declare that the information provided above is true and correct regarding my service, and | am aware that if awarded the ADM on
the basis of a false application, that | may be subject to penalties under the Defence Act 1903 as described in the instructions.
| also make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959, and | am subject to the penalties provided
by that Act for the making of false statements in Statutory Declarations, conscientiously believing that statements in this
declaration to be true in every particular.

Signature of person making declaration

Declared at on the ,20

before me,
Signature of person before whom the declaration is made

Title of person before whom the declaration is made

Return form to: You may elect to have your service recognised at a bi-annual presentation arranged
Directorate of Honours and Awards DY Defence in your region. You may also receive your medal through the post.

T-1-49
Department of Defence [ p-Presentation. My Federal electorate is
Reply Paid 4455 [ #»Mail (Registered Post)

Kingston ACT 2604 :
This form is to be used for the Australian Defence Medal only. For further information

please visit our website at www.defence.gov.au/dpe or call 1800 111 321.
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The Association is investigating the production of an Association Plague. The current idea
is for a plague resembling the current Survey Corps Plaques (Antique brass appearance)
but using a full size design similar to the Minature Association Badge. The committee is
currently seeking expressions of interest for anyone who maybe interested in purchasing
one of these new plaques if they are made.

The Association is considering ordering some original Survey Corps Plaques
including the logo, to satisfy requests from members. A minimum of ten are
required to be ordered. We currently have orders for two. Should any other
members want plagues then please let the Association know. Cost of the plaques
will be about $40 ea

The Association fees remain at $10 per year, with the currency year printed on your newsletter. Some
of the Magna Carto newsletters were distributed as pdf documents but unfortunately some of them did
not get through. If you are able to accept your Magna Carto distributed digitally in pdf format then
please Email grw@netcon.net.au and let us know what Email address you would like it sent to. The
pdf viewer called acrobat reader can be downloaded free from http://www.adobe.com

There are only a few Association ties left and there is several 90" Anniversary Mapmakers Port left for
sale. Ties and scarves are available at $20 ea, Port is available at $12 and “Mapmakers of Fortuna”
books are available at $60. Badges are still available so if you are interested contact the Secretary.

At our 90" reunion, some Association members had Polar Fleece tops with logos.
If you are interested Tracey can get them in the following configurations:

Long sleeve, Reverse Cotton or Zip Front for $33 or vest for $28
Association logos on your own top are $8

Personalities

Peter Biorac is finally retiring from the GIS Department of the
Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE (BRIT) later this month. He
and Marg are retiring to be landed gentry out at Shelbourne as
they had setup many years ago. Sorry about the photo Marg,
by the look on your face the red must have been terrible.

Colonel NRJ Hillier from Wodonga has recently had an operation, hope all has gone well.

Graham Ragless contacted us from Adelaide where he is a Practice Manager for a Medical Day Surgery since
leaving the Army. We will get the information to you that you requested.

Dan McLuskey contacted us from Mackay in QLD with some suggestions on the future use of Fortuna we have
to get you in-touch with the City of Greater Bendigo Futures Director Stan Liacos.
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Doug Carswell, Mick Flynn,
Harold Mai, “Happy” Hammond
and “Rags’ Rothwell at a
gathering at the Queen’s Arms
during the year.

Survey Ex-Servicemen’s Association of South Australia

History of Royal Australian Survey Corps units in South Australia

Your Association is working towards completing a history of RASVY units and
their members in SA, mainly from Central Command Field Survey Section in
1946, through to Central Command Field Survey Unit, 4 Field Survey Unit(?) and
4 Field Survey Squadron, being the same continuous unit with name changes
only, until disbandment in 1996. We also hope to include mapping undertaken
prior to 1946, if sufficient information can be found.

The South Australian Association is looking for help with their history, please help if you can.

Look out for a new publication called “Sextants to Satellites” The National Library of Australia’s map collection
written by Maura O’Connor. This is a new book to be published in early 2007 and contains some extracts from the
“Mapmakers of Fortuna”

Don Swiney is working on having a RASVYcommemoration plaque placed at or on the Mt Martha trig.
More information in the next Magna Carto.

Next Function

The AGM- Reunion Function this year will be held on Sunday 26 Nov 06. This is later than we
normally hold this function because several of the executive committee members have been away.
The function will commence at 1200hrs at the Bendigo RSL 73-75 Havilah Road. (03) 5442 2950.

We will be in the Member’s Bar Function Room of the RSL. After a short AGM a bistro meal
will be available at members expense if desired, drinks at bar prices. See you there.

The Secretary

Ex Fortuna Survey Association
PO Box 613

GOLDEN SQUARE VIC 3555

| /we are interested in purchasing a new Association Plaque when one is produced: Yes/No
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