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About 30 Ex Survey Corps members assembled at the form- up point opposite the Bendigo
Regional TAFE in McCrae Street on Anzac Day 2004 with the new Association Banner.  Many of the
group and others had attended the traditional dawn service ceremony earlier in the day at the central
fountain, however they were back to participate in the first Ex Fortuna Survey Association contingent
marching in the main Bendigo Anzac Day march.  Phil Smalley prepared the artwork for the banner
that was produced in Bendigo.  The turn up was very pleasing and as the photo below indicates the
group scrubbed up reasonably well and presented a professional representation.  Stuart Symonds
carried the new banner and Grant Davis carried the Survey Corps flag. The formal ceremony held at
the central RSL memorial followed the march.  Members and their support crews then gathered at the
Havilah Rd RSL for lunch and refreshments.  The traditional Anzac Day two-up was a back drop to the
days gathering.  My thanks to all who marched, we hope that we can even better those numbers next
year, to continue the memories of the Survey Corps.

Members  of the association at the Anzac Day ceremony
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DIGO STAYS  was the big headline in
the Bendigo Advertiser on May 21st.

An animated Senator Hill had on the previous day
travelled to Bendigo to make the long awaited
announcement that the staff at the Defence Public
Service, Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation
(DIGO) Bendigo would stay, and that a new $10 million
purpose built facility would be built to house them. The
move is expected to be phased in over a three-year
period.  Unfortunately not all staff positions were to be
retained in Bendigo, as about 20 positions were to be
transferred to Canberra.  Many staff received the
information with mixed emotions, relief at a resolution
and the security that they could now get on with their
lives in the Bendigo region and the feeling of anguish
for those who had been selected to move to Canberra.

It was like the breaking up of some of the family as many had worked side by side over many years.
As we mentioned in the last issue, what will become of the gracious old lady  “Fortuna Villa”, that
dilemma still continues and now the new question, where will “Fortuna MK2” be built.  Maiden Gully
has been proposed but no more information about a possible location has been made since the May
announcement.   At least with this favourable decision there is now stability until the next review……,
woops, the results of that next review, a review into the Intelligence services has just been released
and the procession of reviews continues.

Senator Hill Letter

Arthur Henson wrote to the Department of Defence about the future of Fortuna and received this reply
from Senator Hill on 29 Jun 2004.  An extract of the letter is shown below:

A very significant moment at the Anzac
Day Sevice this year was the appearance
of Survey Corps ex WO1 Keith Barber at
the Kangaroo Flat Service.  The occasion
was also captured in the Bendigo
Advertiser.

Keith is after a copy of the 1:1 mile map of
Adelaide if anyone knows where he may
be able to get one.
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THE DEFENCE SERVICE MEDAL – A NEW MEDAL FOR MANY

This media release was sent to us by Dr Noel Sproles, thanks.

THE HON MAL BROUGH MP
MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
MINISTER ASSISTING THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE
MEDIA RELEASE
Saturday, 26 June 2004                  MINASSIST 031/04
 
MEDAL TO RECOGNISE SERVICE IN DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA
  
The Howard Government has today announced the intention to establish a new medal that recognises volunteer
service in the Australian Defence Force.
All relevant approvals are now being sought to allow the award of this medal.
The Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, Mal Brough, said those who had served for a total of six years in
the Australian Defence Force, regular or reserve, would be eligible and the medal would be backdated to
recognise past service.
"The Australian Defence Medal also reflects the fact that when serving in a modern Defence Force, it becomes
difficult to discriminate between those who serve directly on operations and those who support those operations."
"The Australian Defence Medal reflects the fact that by serving in the Australian Defence Force individuals make a
contribution to the national interest, whether they served the country on operations, or whether they remained in
Australia in a support role."
"The war on terrorism has redefined the notions of a frontline or even an easily definable Area of Operations."
"Some tasks undertaken by soldiers, sailors and airmen remain invisible to the community at large but are very
important to our nation's defence. These may include preparation and planning, intelligence and, indeed, other
classified activities that for national security reasons can't be recognised by a specific award."
"The Australian Defence Medal will recognise all of these circumstances of service."
Mr Brough said the Australian Defence Medal would be retrospective from the end of World War Two, in order to
recognise that many people in the past had served their nation in a variety of forms, sometimes arduous, but had
not been recognised by an operational medal. However, those who completed National Service would not be
eligible unless they subsequently volunteered and completed the requisite six years volunteer service.
"Six years reflects a length of time that we could be reasonably certain that most people would have completed
the requisite training and experience in the Regular or Reserve forces, to be considered fully deployable should
they have been called upon," Mr Brough said "We believe these conditions also give effect to a motion from the
Returned and Services League who agree with our desire to further recognise ADF service."
"The implementation of the medal will be a significant undertaking and the issue of medals to past servicemen will
take time.  It is estimated that up to 400,000 ex-servicemen and women may apply for this medal," Mr Brough
said. "It is anticipated that once a design has been finalised and the medals have been struck, the issuing
of medals could begin around middle of 2005."
 "Operational and other demanding overseas service will still be recognised under the current arrangements. 
Processing and issuing of operational awards will take priority as the new Australian Defence Medal is being
implemented.
"Nonetheless, the Australian Defence Medal provides the Government and the Australian people the ability to
recognise those service men and women who do volunteer and serve the flag in a variety of roles and are
prepared, should the call come, to put their lives on the line," Mr Brough said.
  
Media Contacts:
David Moore (Mr Brough's office)   0417 774 724
Defence Media Liaison  0408 498 664

Who are these characters?
(see page 7 for some of the
answers)
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MAJGEN Sir Clive Steele KBE, DSO, MC, VD Memorial
Lecture

The memorial lecture and luncheon this year was held at 22
Construction Regiment Oakley Barracks on 17 Jul 2004.

Sir Clive Steele was the first Engineer-in-Chief appointed to the
Australian Army. He enlisted in the AIF in 1915, was
commissioned and saw active service on the European western
front during WW1. He retained connection with the CMF after the
war whilst practicing as a consulting engineer.  He again saw
active service in Libya, Greece and Syria in WW2 before
returning to Australia and his appointment as the Engineer-in-
Chief of a force of some 42,000 RAE personnel.

MAJ Terry Lord was the luncheon speaker and COL Don Swiney
presented the memorial lecture.  Colin and Mazz Cuskelly and

Gary Warnest represented the Exfortuna Association.  The organization, hospitality, technical displays,
luncheon, lecture and happy hour were a credit to 22 Construction Regiment who have set a very high
standard for any future such functions to match.

Peter Crabb, Bob Hopper and Barry Miller
were down from Sydney with a survey
instrument display from SME for the
occasion.

Terry Lord at the survey exhibit with Bob
Hopper.

A big day for Corey Hill as part of the Graduating Class at
Duntroon, Canberra on 19 Jun 2004.  Obviously Garran
and June Hill were there to witness the occasion.
Congratulations Corey.

Allisa and June add Lieutenant pips to his
Signals Corps formal uniform.
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BALCOMBE – Don Swiney,

I recently visited the site of what was previously
the School of Miltary Survey when it was based
at Balcombe, Victoria.  The whole area of what
was the School of Signals, The Army
Apprentices School and the School of Survey is
now a well developed and attractive subdivision
with little evidence of the school.  The oval still
remains as does the memorial gates.  There is a
plaque on a plinth outside the gates that lists all
the units (School of Survey included) that once
occupied Balcombe Barracks.  It seems to me
that is scant memorial of a place that introduced
so many of us to the Corps.  The first photo I
believe was taken on the road looking up to
where the canteen was with living

accommodation and OR’S mess hall on the left and the classrooms on the right.

I suppose we could put some sort of memorial plaque inset into the lawn or on the path.  I don’t
believe that will be successful so I went a bit further a field and found the old Mount Martha Trig still in
existence and in fact recently refurbished.  It is what appears to be a small park and not subject to any
form of encroachment.  The photo below shows what I mean.

That view with Arthur’s Seat on the horizon will be familiar to all, be they draughtsman or surveyor
whoever went through the School when it was at Balcombe.  I don’t there was anyone who did not
spend sometime on Mount Martha Trig.  A plaque could be fixed to the beacon or maybe at ground
level next to the ground mark.  I am sure the Surveyor General, Victoria would have no difficulty with
either proposal.

I also note that the Mount Martha WRAAC barracks is still as it was.  It seems to be some sort of a
guest house or reception centre.  Maybe we could something similar there.

I ask that you publish this in the newsletter to see if there is support for such a proposal.    Don Swiney

Seems like a good idea to me, feedback please.  Is that still the empty beer cans from the School of
Survey surveyors in the foreground to the right?
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Photo Answer:           Army Survey Regiment Transport Section approx 1977?
  L to R: ------ , Arthur Staggard, Gary Kenny, Warren Chadwick,, Henry Berry and Alan Bunn.

We are not sure whether this photo is from the archives of Australia’s most wanted, however they were
certainly characters of the Survey Corps and also members who made significant technical
contributions.  SGTS Mess Dinner 1972 L to R:  Max Neil, Kerry Gallagher, Brian Mead, Andy
Covington, Don Taylor, Ted Burgess, Geoff Wasser and Bob Williams.  Newly promoted Sergeants
are in service dress, waiting to be fitted for their mess kit.

Museum Report

In summary from the last report,  there are no exhibits in the museum building, with only the brass
Survey badge and opening commemorative plaque on the outside wall.
· The museum staff has been expanded with a major from the Army History unit and we believe three
other warrant officers, two of which are Army reserve.  Not all the positions are believed filled...
· Peter Raue is the treasurer of the Museum Company, an appointment that he holds for three years.
· The RASvy collection is boxed up and in storage at the Geomatic Engineering Wing of SME.

We have been in contact with Peter about rallying the troops (that’s all of you out there) to help setup
the museum.  Part of that plan is to do a substantial recce (hopefully with representatives from all
Associations”, formulate a plan and the resources necessary and then execute the Survey Operation
“Parare Presentation” at an agreed suitable time by assembling as many as possible over maybe a
five day period.  The situation on the ground however is not quite that simple.  Security and air-
conditioning systems are not yet in place in the museum building and it is likely that a consultant will
be tasked to prepare a museum display plan.  The bottom line is that it is pointless even to organise a
recce until these milestones have been achieved.  We anxiously await the feedback from Peter so that
ball can start rolling.  As part of the plan it would be intended that a Survey social function would also
be held to coincide with the gathering of the museum working party (all work and no play etc..etc..).
Wait out for further updates to this important task.  Check out their web site http://www.aamme.com.au

Late breaking News!    SME is to be relocated to Puckapunyal.  The last time that this was muted the
RAE plan was to retain a “Historical Precinct” with the museum and chapel at Moorebank even if the
School was relocated.  It is unknown if this is still the plan.

Survey Corps Ties
The RAE Corps Shop has run out of Corps Ties and there have been enquires for them following
Anzac Day. The Ex Fortuna Association is in the process of having some more produced, probably
with the three badge logo, similar to the miniature badges. Orders can be placed with the Secretary..
price is not known at this stage.

http://www.aamme.com.au/
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ARMY QUOTES:

"Cluster bombing from B-52s is very, very accurate. The bombs are guaranteed to always hit
the ground."   -- U.S.A.F. Ammo Troop
"If the enemy is in range, so are you."   -- Infantry Journal
"A slipping gear could let your M203 grenade launcher fire when you least expect it. That would
make you quite unpopular in what's left of your unit."-- Army's magazine of preventive maint.
"It is generally inadvisable to eject directly over the area you just bombed." -- U.S. Air Force
Manual
"Try to look unimportant; they may be low on ammo."   -- Infantry Journal
"Tracers work both ways."   -- U.S. Army Ordnance
"Five-second fuses only last three seconds."   -- Infantry Journal
"Bravery is being the only one who knows you're afraid."   -- Col. David Hackworth
 "If your attack is going too well, you're probably walking into an ambush."   -- Infantry Journal
"No combat-ready unit has ever passed inspection."   -- Joe Gay
"Any ship can be a minesweeper... once."   -- Anon
"Never tell the Platoon Sergeant you have nothing to do."   -- Unknown Army Recruit
"Don't draw fire; it irritates the people around you."   -- Your Buddies
"If you see a bomb technician running, try to keep up with him."   --U.S. Ammo Troop

Map Makers of Fortuna Corrections
Thankyou to all those who have contributed to the collection of information for corrections to “The
Mapmakers of Fortuna”.  This is the last call for notification of errors before we will publish the
addendum.

Pauline and Graeme Birrell have been travelling Australia and following their other passion, fishing,
since their retirement.  They have designed their own van that can only be described as luxury on
wheels.  They are seen here on one of their trips passing through Bendigo with Colin Cuskelly and
Doug Carswell. Gary took the photo.

Stan and Helen Campbell from Lawnton QLD (when they are there) have also been doing the
travelling thing. Their note followed their trip to Tassie.  They caught up with Bruce Cockburn at
Boggabri on the way down and stayed with Andrew Warwick in Tassie. On the way back they caught
up with Peter and Sue Raue at Bangor and Ken and Nancy Shaw at Umina.

Irene and Peter Blaskett from Golden Beach QLD have bought and A Van and have headed off for
WA.

Paul Hunter (Hutch) now at Ballina on the NSW north coast has been joined at his ARES role at 41Bn
RNSWR by Peter Imeson after his retirement.
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Bronette Minelli in Adelaide as a principal of a Real Estate Agency has already let us know she wants
to attend the 90th Corps Birthday Bash.  See the details further on.

Fred Brown (Major) after his sojourn to East Timor is currently the OC of the Geospatial Information
Section, HQ NORCOM based out of Darwin.

Alex and Joan Munro have succumbed to family pressure and have finally joined the digital
revolution. They are now contactable at Email:  joalexmun@ihug.com.au

Dennis and Joy Marshall have now moved from Victor Harbour back to Victoria. They are at
Balnarring Beach near Hastings on the Mornington Peninsula. Thanks for the letter.

Megan and Kim Reynolds sent us a great informative letter from their base in Bunbury WA. Kim is
driving trucks and Megan is a school librarian.  They catch up with Le-Anne and Warren Shirley from
time to time in their area.  Warren has a mowing round. John Reid lives about 1 km away. They have
bumped into quite a few ex Corps members passing through and reckon that the “Army folk are just
thankfully all the same, as you can just pick up where you left off, and catch up with news of old and
bold.”

David Murphy now at Burnett Shire in Queensland has just been back to Brunei to catch up with
friends.  David worked on mapping in Brunei for several years.

Damien Killeen “Killer” dropped us a note that he has just moved to Warnambool and is keen to keep
in touch. Since leaving Fortuna he has achieved 1st class honours in a Social Work degree and had
been working in Bendigo.  For anyone trying to catch up with him Damien is at dkilleen@netcon.net.au

Alf and Shirley Ayerst  Shirley dropped us a line  from Chelsea to wish all their friend from Fortuna
the best.  She said that at 81 Alf had slowed up a bit, does that now mean that you can catch him?

New Members
We welcome Mick Ellis “Buddha” and Le-Anne and Warren Shirley as new members.

Intergraph Mapping Services
Intergraph Mapping Services, Bendigo has been acquired by Aspect North.  Aspect North based out of
Lismore is primarily a Surveying consortium and is one of the panel members on the Geoscience
Australia mapping contract.  Colin Cuskelly will head up the new team out of the Bendigo office.

Graham Johnston was over in WA during the year and dropped into a new B&B owned by none other
than Trevor and Sue Bottomley. Both Trevor and Sue served at the Regiment.
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Trevor we believe has retired from the Royal Automobile Association of WA mapping job to run the
B&B.  We note that Trevor had to include a map on the flyer. Just as well it had a north point on it
other wise all the Ex Survey Corps travellers would not be able to find it.  Maybe Irene and Blue
Blaskett will be able to find it.
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Jan Lambton-Young
It was only recently that we welcomed David and Jan to the Association as both
members who had served at Fortuna.  Jan unfortunately lost her battle with cancer
on Anzac Day.  A large Survey Corps representation was at the thanksgiving
service held at Mulqueens in Bendigo to support David and daughter Laura with
their loss.

Kathryn Ridge   Early in June saw the gathering of many of Don and Ruth’s Friends, from the Corp
and the local Bendigo area at the thanksgiving service held at the Eaglehawk Uniting Church for the
passing of their daughter Kathryn.

Next Function
The AGM- Reunion Function as per normal is to be held the Sunday before Melbourne Cup

 (31 Oct 04) commencing at 1200hrs at the Bendigo RSL 73-75 Havilah Road. (03) 5442 2950.

We will again be in the Function Room of the RSL.  After a short AGM a bistro meal will be
available at members expense if desired, drinks at bar prices.  See you there.

The Association fees remain at $10 per year, with the currency year printed on your newsletter.
Some of the Magna Carto newsletters were distributed as pdf documents but unfortunately

some of them did not get through. If you are able to accept your Magna Carto distributed digitally in
pdf format then please  Email grw@netcon.net.au and let us know what Email address you would like
it sent to. The pdf viewer called acrobat reader can be downloaded free from http://www.adobe.com

Survey Corps 90th Anniversary Dinner
There has been some questions raised as to when is the next big Bendigo bash, especially

seeing that 2005 marks the 90th Anniversary of the Survey Corps. My immediate answer was, when
you come and help, however after some consideration (prodding), the committee has decided to make
it happen.  The members of the Survey Corps are thinning (not just on top) so that were we to wait for
the centenary it would not be the big occasion that it deserves.  We have booked the same venue as
the book launch so that we will not have to restrict numbers as we did for our earlier dinner.  The
dinner is to be held at the “All Seasons International Hotel”, 171-183 McIvor Road, Bendigo on Corps
Day Friday 1 Jul 2005 commencing at 1930hrs. We have had to make a substantial deposit so that
we need to confirm approximate numbers attending. Dress for this function is again neat casual. There
will be minimal formality at this sit down table service dinner.  A seating plan will only be provided for
the head table. A two course, two choice meal is planned to be served with your order being taken at
the table on the day. The initial drinks that will be provided on the tables on arrival and are included in
the meal costs, further drinks are available at bar prices.  Other activities will be organised for the
Saturday.  An anniversary port is planned for release at the function.  Costs for this function are
expected to be about $35 per head, Please fill out the function return slip at the end of the newsletter
to give us an indication of the support that we have for this large function. Come and make it happen a
dinner for 300 plus.  Send no money NOW, WHAT WE NEED IS YOUR INDICATION OF WHETHER
YOU AND HOW MANY OTHERS ARE PLANNING TO COME.  As a group we tend to be a bit tardy at
replying to things like this, but do it now, as we really need to know what the numbers will be like.

The indication can be made to the Secretary  Tracy Phillips,
at Email  phipsys@bigpond.com , by phone (03) 5442 0294  (03) 5449 6330 (AH)
or by mail using the return slip below:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

90th ANNIVERSARY DINNER FUNCTION  INDICATION RETURN The Secretary
Ex Fortuna Survey Association

                               PO Box 613
BENDIGO VIC 3555

Name:    .....................................................................
   
Contact Details: ………………………………Ph  or………………………………………………………..Email

I / we wish to attend the Survey Corps 90th Anniversary Dinner Function:
Friday  1 July 2005, 1930hrs at approximate cost of $35 per head.

Number attending in your party …………………….   
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

mailto:grw@netcon.net.au
http://www.adobe.com/
mailto:phipsys@bigpond.com
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If undeliverable return to:
EX FORTUNA SURVEY ASSOCIATION INC
PO BOX 613
GOLDEN SQUARE  VIC  3555

Print Post Approved
PP302041/00005
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