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Beyond  the publishing of
“Mapmakers of Fortuna”

Well, we made it.  There were times during the writing of the “Mapmakers of Fortuna” we
wondered if we would make it. Considering the amount of work to be done and that the work was
provided on a voluntary basis by those who also had full time jobs and other commitments it makes
the achievement even more significant. My thanks go all those who helped to made it happen, Valerie,
the committee and those who believed in the vision and made donations. Ignorance is bliss, as I am
sure that had we really understood how much work was needed, we may not have embarked on the
journey. We did however start and now we have this “great history of us, this history of our Survey
Corps” on paper and I for one, am proud of the result. It’s not perfect; there are both errors and
omissions but on the whole it has been received very well. If you have located any of either then let
the committee know so that they can be rectified in an addendum to be published next year. Thank
you to those who have already responded.  About half of the 1000 copies printed have already been
sold and importantly we have recouped our costs.  Further copies are available through the
Association direct or through Dymocks, Bendigo Books or Bendigo Tourism.

The excitement of the publishing, the launch, and the gathering of so many of the Survey
Corps around it was all inspiring, leaving behind it exhaustion, burn out and a vacuum of purpose. The
publishing goal had been so over-whelming and all consuming, that now that it has been achieved we
need to review our purpose and goals in sympathy with your (the members of the association) needs
and expectations.

 Some goals are:
• Facilitate the communication/ contact between members of the association
• Provide newsletters to members
• Organise more social activities
• Organise a Survey Corps component for Anzac Day celebrations in Bendigo
• Produce and catalogue a digital photographic record of the Survey Regiment and its

activities
• Assist in the reconstruction of the Survey Corps Museum Historical collection displays
• Assist other kindred Survey Corps organisations with the documenting of their

histories.
• Distribute remaining copies of Mapmakers of Fortuna
• Produce a Survey Corps Banner for Bendigo
• Investigate the raising of an award for the top BRIT GIS Student
• Install an Association Patron

The AGM- Reunion Function as per normal is to be held the Sunday before Melbourne Cup
 (2 Nov 03) commencing at 1200hrs at the Bendigo RSL 73-75 Havilah Road. (03) 542 2950

From the Editor:  Apologies for the late distribution of the newsletter.



The Book Launch

Clem Sargent after launching the book, Valerie Lovejoy, The Mayor of Bendigo Councillor
Willie Cairney and Don Swiney in the Bendigo Town  Hall following the Council Civic Launch.

Gordon Lowery speaking  at the Post
Book Launch Dinner about the significant
contribution made by those non Survey
Corps members at the Regiment

The Book committee in front of the Map
Makers Poster  at the Post Launch Dinner
L to R:

Phil Smalley, Jeff Willey, Doug Carswell,
Tracey Phillips, Don Swiney, Valerie
Lovejoy, Bob Thrower, Gary Warnest.
Absent: Stuart Symonds



Vales

Don Macdonald
Brig Don Macdonald (RASvy 1936 –1967) passed away on 8 Feb

2003 in Sydney just short of his 93rd birthday. Don joined the Survey Corps as
a registered surveyor and was commissioned in 1939.  He was Corps Director
from 1960-67 and went on to be the first Corps Commandant.  He is renowned
as one of the best survey staff officers. After retiring from the Army he
accepted an appointment as Executive Officer to the Commonwealth Surveyor

General and had been a national president of the Institute of Surveyors.

Geoff Brooke, Theo Batten and Grace Lansell (Mercer) passed away during April 2003.  All had
served at Fortuna during the war years. WO1 Geoff Brook had been a renowned singer and member
of a dance band regularly appearing on the ABC.  Both Geoff and Theo were members of the cast of
the musicals held in Bendigo that are mentioned in the Mapmakers book. Geoff, a charismatic figure
also owned a restaurant in Melbourne and will be missed by many.

Mark Host
Mark served at the Regiment in 1993-4, the School of Survey and the MGI Pilot Project reaching the
rank of SSgt. He passed away in Sydney at age 42 after suffering a stroke in June 2003. Sandy Craig
attended his memorial service representing Survey Corps Members.

Mick Byrne

Major Mick Byrne passed away on 3 May 2003.  He passed away on the
golf course in Bendigo, doing something he enjoyed.  Mick had transferred from
the British Army and saw service as OC Litho and Carto at Fortuna.  He was
extremely well liked and had a great sense of humour. He spent the last few
years of his Army career at Puckapunyal as the OC of 3Trg Gp. The Rev John

South (Ex Corps) conducted the service and Robin Blackburn came down from Canberra to deliver the
eulogy. His wife Susan wishes to thank all those who provided her support during this difficult period.
A large gathering of Ex Corps members farewelled him at Mulqueens, Bendigo.

Jim Mulqueen
           Jim Mulqueen passed away on 8 Sep 2003 one day short of his 66th birthday after
suffering heart problems. Jim originally went on many Survey operations as part of
transport and then transferred to printing.  Jim was on the presses at Bendigo during the
Vietnam conflict and developed rock solid friendships with that “live life to the fullest” Litho
group of Tom Pattison, Peter Saunders (Rough Nut), Sonny Dingle, Ken Slater and
others.  Jim rates quite a few mentions in the Mapmakers book. After leaving the Army he
worked tirelessly to setup a successful family printing business with his “boys” in Bendigo.

A large number of Survey Corps members farewelled Jim including Alex Cook who came from Perth
for the funeral.

George Ricketts
      Ltcol George Ricketts passed away 14 Oct 2003 having just celebrated his 82nd

birthday. George had been OC of both 4 Field Survey Sqn and Carto Sqn. As a Sgt
he drafted one of the instruments of surrender at Moratoi as mentioned in the
Mapmakers book. George had been the long time president of the SA association
but had suffered a number of strokes over the last few years. A private cremation
was held on 17 Oct and a memorial service is to be held on 28 Oct in Adelaide.
George is survived by his wife Marg.

Ray Sargent  Ray passed away 20 Oct 2003 having survived a severe stroke several years ago he
succumbed to a brain tumour. Ray had been a SQMS at 5 Field Survey for many years and has been
credited with the successful completion of many Survey Operations. After the closure of 5 Field Survey
Sqn Ray continued on with the Perth Logistic Battalion. Ray had been the long time president of the
WA Association and real gentleman. He will be missed by many, not only the members in WA.
Brian Firns has taken over as the WA Assoc President with Brian Mead as the secretary.



2/1 Survey Association
It is sad to report that 2/1 Survey Association which was formed after WW2 from members of

the 2/1 Aust (Corps) Field Survey Coy AIF in the Middle East and afterwards in New Guinea has just
been disbanded. With the majority of their members now over eighty and having served in two of
WW2’s most active theatres, unfortunately this is understandable. We wish those remaining all the
best.

Association Badges

Due to demand the Association has had another 100 badges produced in the “Antique
Gold “ or a bronze type finish.  The cost is $10 each for anyone interested.

Map Makers Presentation

Valerie Lovejoy will be speaking to the Bendigo Historical Society at 2pm, 7Nov 03 at the CD&E
Function Room (adjacent to the Bendigo Library) about the “Mapmakers of Fortuna”, a credit to Valerie
that the Society considers it worthy.

This is a copy of a very early
photograph taken of Fortuna,
looking south westerly that was
presented to Valerie in recognition
of the extra mile that she went to in
writing and getting the book to
print.

Of particular note in the
photograph is the very bare
landscape to the rear of the villa,
void of vegetation and with only a
few buildings.

Valerie signing copies of the book at
the BBQ.

L to R:
Valerie Lovejoy, Mary-Ann
Thiselton, Dick Barwald, Stevo Hinic
and Bob Skitch



Doug Carswell attended the Anzac Day Function in Canberra, with familiar faces present

Clem Sargent
Clem has been awarded the medal of the Order of Australia in June for his services to Military History. He has
headed the Military History Society in Canberra for some years and is a noted historian in his own right.
Congratulations Clem.

Royal Australian Survey Corps Off the ORBAT (Order of Battle)
Whilst the members of the Survey Corps were struck off and units disbanded in 1996 it seems it took a little longer
to actually get rid of the Corps (on paper anyway).  Australian Military Amendment Regulations 2002 (No1)
Statutory Rules 2002 No277. Regulation 2 states that these “Regulations commence on 1 Dec 2002” and
Regulation 68 which states ” Regulation 68 which lists the precedence of Corps; the only changes to the
existing list are the insertion of the Australian Army Publications Service and the deletion of the Royal
Australian Survey Corps”.  Guess that’s the final red pen!!!!!

Carla Dell
From a recent Army Newspaper article
“tomorrow is a big day for WO1 Carla Dell. After 25 years in the Army the former RSM and peace monitor is
racking up her pace stick to begin practising as a personal trainer from her office in Robina Parkway Medical
Centre.  After suffering serious injuries in a boating accident in Bougainville in 1999, Carla pursued a gruelling
regime to regain her fitness, which sparked her interest in personal training as an aid to a healthy lifestyle.  An
‘Army brat’ herself she followed her Dad into the Army and trained as a cartographer in the then Survey Corps,
but she also spent a couple of postings at the Army’s recruit training battalion at Kapooka.  This led to her
appointment as RSM the 5th Brigade Administrative Support Battalion.  From CC’s experience, RSM’s are not
known for their good looks, but her appointment allowed Carla to make the claim when answering her phone; ‘this
is the best looking RSM in the country’, much to the ire of her male colleagues”….

Greg Oaten
Rumour has it that Ltcol Greg Oaten has just been posted as the Commanding Officer of 8 Combat Engineer
Regiment, congratulations Greg.

Steve Ellis
Steve has just been posted back to the combat simulator group at Puckapunyal, maybe we can see you at some
reunions.

Chris Mazur
Chris, now living in Canberra has just recovered from a gall bladder operation and has just come off his push bike
damaging several vertebrae.  Thank heavens for bike helmets.  As you will be laid up for a while we can
recommend a good book.

From the Queensland Association
John Hook is recovering well after several heart bi-passes.  Kevin Walsh is looking well and continues to be a
medical miracle, currently building a new house.  Frank Thorogood has been having his share of medical
mishaps while Nan has recovered from her fight with cancer.



The Wracc Barracks
The Wraac Barrack Carpenter Street has just been resold. It was previously Turriff Antiques, so that if you want a
last look, check out their antiques before they close shortly.

Derrek Bell
Was Lt Derrek Bell RASvy, has droppped us a line to say that he now on his fifth Corps, after qualifying as a
medical doctor.  He is currently working at Redcliffe Hospital, Brisbane before returning to RAAMC to complete
his return of service obligations. Congratulations Derrek.

Mapmakers Retraction
Merv Marks pointed out that there is an error on Page 82 of Mapmakers of Fortuna.  We have investigated his
claim and unreservedly withdraw the statement that he was court martialled. Whilst a number of errors and
omissions have now come to light that are intended to be rectified in the addendum to be published next year, the
sensitivity of this point requires that we correct this error as soon as possible. Apologies Merv.

Museum Report
I attended the Annual General Meeting of  the Military Engineering Museum last Wednesday (6 August 03 ).  I and
Peter Raue were the only ex RASvy representatives.  Any ex survey members who go to SME to see the RASvy
collection  as it stands at the moment would have to be exceedingly disappointed as the only remnants it would
seem, of the museum as it was opened by Don Macdonald would be the badge on the wall outside and the
plaque commemorating the opening.  The building itself has been extended four or five times but as at
last Wednesday it was empty with no sign of the exhibition at all.  From the discussion I had with Lt Col David
Luhrs, the CO/CI, with Peter Raue and from what I gained from the meeting, I can pass on the following
information
· The museum staff has been expanded with a major from the Army History unit and I think three other warrant
officers, two of which were Army reserve.  Not all the positions were filled...
· Peter Raue is now the treasurer of the Museum Company, an appointment that he holds for three years.
· The restoration of the RASvy collection is a major part of the business plan for the next twelve months
· The musuum is supported by about 20 volunteers who over the last year have contributed about
600 days restoing exhibits and manning the museum on open days.
In my opinion, if we want to see our part of the museum restored, we will have to provide the wherewithal
ourselves.  Apart from Peter, and anyone he may be able to round up in Sydney (and that will not be too many ),
there will not be anyone with the knowledge or expertise to do it.  I appreciate that the Geomatics Wing may well
have some who may assist, but from what I saw there, they are stretched so thin, I doubt that they will ever be
able to contribute much.
I believe we should set up a system whereby a group (maybe ten to twenty) of exmembers of the corps meet at
SME  for say a week at a time at a time suitable to SME (say over the Christmas leave period) and make a
concerted effort to put it back as it was or better.  I am sure SME  could provide the accommodation at a nominal
rate but it may take a bit of organization but with Peter on the committee I am sure we could come to some
suitable arrangment.   Waddyarekkon?

Don Swiney



Australian Service Medal with Clasp “Irian Jaya”
Don Swiney advises that the medials should be starting to flow within 3 -  4 months (for those who have applied
based on eligible service for Operation Cenderawasih).

Survey Corps Badges
Mapmakers Page 44 displays what is now our association badge.  Following the publishing of the book some
more information has come to hand.  John Raisbeck designed and drew the first Survey Corps Theodolite badge
and his son Harry Raisbeck designed the globe and boomerang badge with a King George round shaped crown.
Lt Bob Hammett modified the original design to incorporate the Queens Crown.  Bob had also lettered one of the
instruments of surrender.  Gary Warnest added the scroll to the base of the final badge in keeping with the Corps
Plaque that already contained a scroll.

Rohan Hill
Earlier this year Rohan had a bad accident on a trail bike in heavy bushland.  We are pleased to advise that
Rohan has just started back at work at Fortuna.

Jeff Lambert Search

                                    4/52 Basic Survey Course
Back Row:  Dennis Cox, Mac McCarthy, Jock Campbell, Paul Doyle, Vic Champagne, Kevin Hart.
Front Row:  Len Davies, Terry Kelleher, Bob Melloy, Warwick Daniels, John Davison, Jeff Lambert.

Jeff Lambert has been organising reunions for this course and is searching for those members. Does
anyone know the where-abouts of those underlined?

Notice of AGM Motion
A motion is to be put at the next Annual General Meeting that Colonel Don Swiney MBE be asked to
accept the position of Patron of the Ex Fortuna Survey Assoc

Next Function
The AGM- Reunion Function as per normal is to be held the Sunday before Melbourne Cup

 (2 Nov 03) commencing at 1200hrs at the Bendigo RSL 73-75 Havilah Road. (03) 542 2950.

We will again be in the Function Room of the RSL.  After a short AGM a bistro meal will be
available at members expense if desired, drinks at bar prices.   A video of the last Freedom of the City
performed by the School of Military Survey will be shown.  See you there.
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