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ANZAC DAY MARCH SYDNEY 2024

The weather was kind to the organisers of the ANZAC March it was a beautiful Autumn Day
with the crowds lining the streets once again.

No doubt what is going on in Gaza would have been at the forefront of members of the public
as they watched the march down Elizabeth Street.

Once, again we had support of uniformed troops from the Geospatial Intelligence Wing.

We appreciate the Geomatic Intelligence Wing for organising the military contingent and their
transport.

The participating uniformed personnel who maned our banner looked smart.

A big thank you to Pat Austine who arranged the Banner Party.

Our numbers are in decline there were only 9 ex Survey members at the 2024 march.

Attending Ex Survey Corps members; Steve Rundle, Grant McGuinness, Terry Topham
(Marching for his father), John Siddons, Bob Campbell, Tom Stockwell, Luke Bannister
(Marching for his father), Darcy Volz, Frank Fischer, Andrew Wardele, Bob Kahlu (Not
Survey).

Attending Serving members; WSM Pat Austine, WO1 Grahame Symes, Sgt Julia
Sheehan, plus 7 uniformed personnel.

Apologies. Richard Jackson-Hope, Rob Hunter, Phil Bannister, Greg Grace.

Frank Fischer who coordinated between the RSL, Army and the ABC was pleased with
the turnout of past serving members and the support of the Geospatial Intelligence Wing
to show the flag on what is a special day.

He said our numbers have been falling over the past 4 years and he hoped the younger
generation of service men and women will fill the void in the future.
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L to R Steve Rundle, Pat Austine, Tom Stockwell, Frank Fischer, Terry Topham, Sgt Julia Sheehan, John
Siddons, Andrew Wardele, Darcy Volz, Bob Campbell, Grant McGuinness (arrived after Photo taken).
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Frank Fischer Bob Kahlu
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L to R John Siddons, Sgt Julia Sheehan, Bob Campbell, Andrew Wardele, Darcy Volz.






With the permission of Stevo Hinic I have included his article on the South Australian
collection of the Royal Australian Survey Corps in the South Australian Army
Museum in case members might be visiting to or have served in South Australia.

I would like to commence by informing you that a 2m x 1m x 1.5m glass display
cabinet dedicated to Royal Australian Survey Corps is now complete and is in situ at
the Army Museum of South Australia (AMOSA) located at Keswick Barracks.

Firstly, on behalf of the Ex-Survey personnel in SA, I would like to thank the Army
Museum of South Australia (AMOSA’s) administration for allowing us to set up our
permanent display in the museum. Furthermore, for their support, input, technical
guidance and expertise without which John Wicker (TJ) and I would not have been
able to accomplish this task.

The catalyst for this display was that sometime after the passing of Alex Munro his
widow Joan (now deceased) informed us that he had a collection of old army survey
memorabilia that the family no longer wished to keep. Once in possession of this
memorabilia it was inappropriate for it then to reside in my garage. It was felt that
somehow it must be publicly preserved for all to see and hence began the journey that
has culminated in the creating and incorporating of a Royal Australia Survey Corps
(RASvy) display in the military museum.

In amongst this collection was also the large brass RASvy Corps badge that many
of you would remember was located above the main entrance of the two storey,
purpose built facility between 1973-1996. The old survey building then became our Q
and Map Store and remained so till 1996.

On reflection it seems very befitting that our display is now housed in the same old
building that between 1957 and 1996 was occupied by Central Command Survey Unit,
then 4 Fd Svy Sqn and is now home to the Army Museum. The big RASvy Corps
badge is now positioned on the Northern external wall next to the entrance of the
museum with a descriptive sign next to it. This is on the outside wall of the former
survey units Officer Commanding (OC’s) office. It was the same office many,
including myself, visited prior to enlisting in the Survey Corps.

By way of background the large brass badge could not be restored and remains as it is.
We consulted Artlab Australia (State Govt Conservators) for an assessment on how
they could restore and conserve it. After it was X-ray Fluorescence tested (XRF) and
determined that it was brass (alloy of copper and zinc) we were informed they could do
nothing further. Artlab also consulted with Melbourne University and the National
Motor Museum, Birdwood for guidance on working with fine metal objects but to no
avail. To touch the badge now, would have resulted in the removal of the fine grid lines
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which were acid etched on the globe and hence damage the integrity of the badge in the
process.

May 1 just add that the last OC to occupy that office was Major George Ricketts.
Why do I mention him? For historical purposes! In 1945 on Morotai Island in the
Pacific the 1% Mobile Lithographic Section had the honour of preparing the
unconditional Instrument of Surrender to be signed by the Commander Second
Japanese Army and counter signed by General Blamey Commander in Chief Australian
Military Forces and Commander Allied Land Forces on 9 September 1945. On that
same island twelve surrender documents were prepared and printed on a rotary press
and three were signed. Those three signed documents were then safe-handed to the
unit where the then Sergeant George Ricketts hand lettered the date and place and
in keeping identically with the machine type. A handwriting skill, I suggest, not many
would possess today!!

Thank you

Stevo Hinic 14 April 2024

A foot note a copy of the surrender document is held in the Army museum in Sydney.

Note: The Museum is open to the public on Sundays 12.00-4.00pm; Mondays 11.00-
2.00pm (except Public Holidays) and Wednesdays 11.00-2.00pm. Admission Fees
apply. Access is Gate 4, Bus Stop 2 on Anzac Highway, Keswick. Website:
WWW.amosa.org.au

Information for Royal Australian Survey New South Wales collection.

Australian Army Museum of Military Engineering

The museum is open Tuesdays, Thursdays and first Saturday of each month from 10 am to 3 pm.
Booking is essential.

Entry requirements

There are security restrictions that govern access to the museum as it is located within
Holsworthy Barracks.


http://www.amosa.org.au/

« Visits must be arranged 48 hours in advance (this is a base requirement).
o Allvisitors aged 16 years and older must provide current, non-electronic, government
issued photographic identification (eg. driver's licence, passport, Proof of Age card etc.).

Admission is free.

Contact

Holsworthy Barracks
Holsworthy NSW 2173

(02) 8108 5054

aamme.mailbox@defence.gov.au

The New Web site is now up and operating I have asked for a few changes to the NSW intro it is out of date.

Log on is RASVY.ORG

Richard Jakson-Hope OAM

Jackoz40@bigpond.com

0409644210
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